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| eader sready todash
sessontoe0daysper year

After last year’s marathon disaster in To-
peka, there' Il beareal movement thisyear to
cut the L egislature back to just 60 days.

Somepeoplewill say that’ snot enoughtime,
butwethink it’ smorethantheHouseand Sen-
aterequireto get donewhat’ simportant.

And what isn’t important probably

shouldn’t get done.

Lastyear, theL egislatureputinmorethana
week of overtime. With the clock running on
their salaries and expenses, that cost thou-
sands. Since the state is broke, we certainly
can't afford any extralegidating.

That means just cutting the session isn’t
enough. Themembersabused the current 90-
day limitlast year, andthey’ dbejust aslikely

to overrun 60 next year.

We aso need to eliminate any extrapay or
expensemoney for members. If they stay past
the deadline, they’ d be ontheir own nickel.

We bet that won’t happen too often.

Only if thegovernor callsaspecia session
to clean up some unfinished business should
there be any extra pay, the members would
haveto appropriatethe money.

Somebody isgoing to say that the Legisla-
ture isn’t going to have time to get anything
donein 60 days, but that’ s just so much BS.
Last year, and every year, the members spent
thefirst two months posturing and didn’t get

That’ stheway it usually works.

Members are supposed to be citizen-legis-
lators, and it’ snot good for themto bein To-
pekatoo long. They get to feeling important.
They are, but they shouldn’t act it.

In60days, theL egidaturecandoeverything
itdidlast year, andif thememberswork at it,

they might be ableto balancethe state’ sbud-

get.

WE're not saying it’s going to be an easy
year. The state faces a budget gap nearing a
billiondollars. Everyonehaspromised not to
increase taxes and not to cut education, so
therewon’t be many decisionsto make.

Cut the posturing and the squabbling with
thegovernor, andthey’ll behomeinnotime.

Andwe' Il only haveto read about it for two

monthsinstead of four.

The change might save the state alittle
money, too, what with expenses and heating
thebigchambers. Butthat’ snot thereal point.

Asvotersand taxpayers, we want the Leg-
islatureto get itswork doneand gohome. We
don’t need the delays and carping that have

marred recent sessions.

Sessions.

around to any serious business until March.

Partiesseemtobeswitched

In Congressthisyear, you' rego-
ingto hear oneparty yell alot about
growthinthefederal budget.

Thisparty will complainthat ex-
cessivefederal deficitswill strangle
the recovery, bog down the econ-
omy and even threateninflation.

Degjavu?

Not hardly.

Thisparty will betheDemaocrats,
the same party that fueled the
growth in the deficit in the 1960s,
'70s and’ 80s. The same party that
bowed at the altar of deficit spend-
ing and scoffed at inflation for de-
cades. Theparty that owned thedefi-
cit.

One party will defend the deficit
and call for more.

That would bethe Republicans.

Andwhilethey’ |l takeadifferent
tact than the tax-and-spend Demo-
crats of yore, they will be boosting
thedeficit likecrazy.

The same Republican Party that
year after year criedthat the Demo-
cratsweregoingto break thiscoun-
try.

This Congress will mark an al-
most completerole reversal in the
two partieson the deficit.

The Republicans arethe party of
the unbalanced budget. The Demo-
crats are the party calling for less
deficit spending.

TheRepublicanswill berunning
awar without cutting back on do-
mestic spending — the “guns and
butter” policy they decried when
Lyndon Johnson did it.

Democratswill try and convince
usthat deficitsare bad.

Who arethey kidding?

It all amounts to a tremendous
twist in the political fabric, butina
weirdsort of way, itall makessense.

The Democratsdon’'t really care

Sogoahead, cutthesession. But doitright,
andtakeaway theautomaticovertimeforlong

That’ swhat weneedin Topeka. Lessblus-
ter and debate, morecommon-sensesol utions.

—SeveHaynes

AlongtheSappa

shaynes@nwkansas.com)
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By SteveHaynes

about the deficit. They just need
something to complainabout. Give
them their lead, they’ Il be back to
their good old tax and spend ways
in ajiffy. They always want more
social programs, more domestic
spending.

But if Republicans are building
the deficit this year, why not give
them heck for it.

The Republicans want more tax
cuts, but they can’'t affordtoreinin
spending, not whentheeconomy is
soft and there’sawar afoot. They
claim atax cut will boost the econ-
omy morethanhigher spending, and
they’ re not pushing for more pro-
grams.

Nonetheless, theendresultwill be
a bigger deficit. They’ve already
asked Congresstolift thelid onthe

national debt.

How did it get to thispoint?

Well, Ronald Reaganandthefirst
George Bush tamed the deficit, but
the budget didn’t balance until Bill
Clinton’s watch. By then, Demo-
cratswere pretending to care.

Now, the Republicans are wed-
dedtotax cuts, astheright thing to
do and as an economic stimulus.
Deficits don't count; it's the old
Reagan “supply side” voodoo
warmed over.

Deficits do count, but neither
party really caresaslongasthey get
re-elected. And most of them prob-
ably will.

Taxpayers, eventually, will be
stuck with thetab.

But maybewewill getatax cutin
the process.

Writer wantsprepay gas

TotheEditor:

No moregascops!

| think the gas stations should go
toprepay for gas.

Thenthey won’tlosemoney, nor
you the taxpayer, and it would re-
lieve the police of one problem.
Sure, it’ sinconvenient, but think of
thecost saved.

Overtimepay, gas, wear and tear
on vehicles, and dangerous high-

speed chases. Isitworthit?

Besides, asmart crimina knows
tofirstleadthepoliceaway, thenrob
thebank, or evenyou.

Wecansolvethisproblem, Ober-
lin, for thepoliceand ourselves. Call
your city council and tell them no
more gas cops.

Darrell Lutz
Oberlin
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SHOULDN'T HAVE LET

THE CATHOLICS
HAVE THE
LAST WORD.

You can’t wear out a4-year-old

How do you wear out a 4-year-
old?

Apparently you don't. A call to
my youngest daughter Karaon the
evening of her daughter’s fourth
birthday reveal ed that noamount of
planned activities, no amount of
nonstop fun, and no amount of go-
go-goseemedtophase” |’ m-4-next-
I’m-gonna-be-5" Taylor.

When | asked Karaif they had
worn Taylor out with bowling, a
movie AND aparty, her exhausted
reply was, “ That just never seemsto
happen.”

I’'vesaid it beforeand I'll say it
again, “That's why God gives us
childrenwhilewe' reyoung.”

Canyouimaginetryingtokeepup
with a4-year-oldinyour 40s?

My mother may havebeena most
41 when | was born, but she had a
few kidsat hometo help out with a
toddler. Soundslikeshemight have
needed it, too.

When| wasabout 2, shewrotein
her “ Out With the Hillbillies’ col-
umn what my 12-years-older
brother, Dick, said after ashopping
tripwithme: “Now | know why you
don't like to take her to town with
you.”

Itwouldn’ t besobadto haveyour
fourth, fifth or sixth child late-in-
life, but, oh, pity the poor girl who
walitstill she’s40 to have her first.
Shedoesn’ t know what she' sinfor.

—ob—

| cantell already that we' regoing
to be ardent supporters of “corn
power.”

After seeingacorn-burningstove
inactionat afriend’ shouseacouple

f
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Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts

\

Out-Back@webtv.net
J

of years ago, we have been talking
about the virtues of burning grain
instead of wood. We talked about
cornbeingarenewabl eresource; we
talked about how cleanitwould be;
we talked about the cozy feel of a
fire; wetalked until we talked our-
selvesinto investing in one of the
units.

Installation seemed to be asnap.
Of course, it helps when your hus-
bandisthekind that alwayshasthe
needed parts on hand. Which isa
kindway of saying hekeepsevery-
thing.

Nonetheless, with the help of a
neighbor who had themisfortuneof
stopping by at the wrong time, the
not-so-big-but-mighty heavy heater
waspushedthroughasidedoor. An
exhaust pipe was run outside and
lashedtothe TV tower.

Wewereready. L ettherebefire.
..andtherewasfire. Wehadn’t had
timeto actually find cornto supply
thefire. Wejust knew wewanted to
usethething. Andwewantedtouse
it now. It was good it came with a
bag of wood pellets. Soon anice,
steady flame was burning brightly
asthepellets” caught”.

So far, it iseverything the sales-

man said it would be. The furnace
never kicked ononcethefireheated
up. Thetopof thestoveiscool tothe
touch due to the insulated firebox,
andtheexhaust pipeisbarely warm.
Very little heat is wasted. It isall
blown out thefront of thestoveinto
theroom. Thedownsideis, | won't
be ableto cook beanson top.

Finding corn might be our only
problem, since so little was raised
thisyear. Onefarmer friend sayshe
could sparealittle, enoughto get us
going, at least.

WE Il have to plan ahead alittle
better for next year, just so Jim
doesn’t get theideathat we havetc
grow our own.

| never was very good at shuck-
ing corn.

(From theBibI@
\__ J

Having therefore these
promises, dearly beloved, let
us cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and
spirit, perfecting holinessin
thefear of God. Il Corinthians
71

Councilman takesissuewith editor
( L etter stotheEditor

TotheEditor:

This letter isin response to the
editorial that was in the paper last
week.

Firstof all, theCity Council isnot
“hell-bent” on getting rid of one of
our oldest policecars. Weasacoun-
cil are doing the reasonabl e thing
and getting rid of acar that isof no
usetothecity. Explainwhy thiswill
“cause more problems than it will
savethecity money” ?1f astatement
isgoing to be put forth, then please
giveproof thatitistrue.

Again, explain how “the police
department, asusual, will beleft to
pick upthepieces.” Statementslike
this,inmy opinion, areirresponsible
unlessyou haveproof. Y es, the po-
lice carswill be driven as much as
before, seemslogical tome, but that
iswhy we purchase police cars, to
patrol our city streets.

By the way, the 1998, 1999 and
2003 model police cars are not
“three beat up policecars’. Asfar
asthe part-time police having acar
to drive, he/she can use one of the
regular carsinthefleet.

Do you have namesof “most po-
liceagencies’ that providepersonal
carsforeachof their officers?Tome
itisridiculousto have acar sitting
around for a part-time officer and
paying for insurance and upkeep
whenwehavethreeother carsavailable

Y our knowledge on theway city
governmentswork islacking. Two
membersof afive-member council
cannot advance their “agenda,”
evenif they had one. Wework very
hard at being council membersand
look at all of the options so we can
make sound decisions. Y our state-
ment isinsulting and unfair. “ Cut
and slash” seems alittle melodra-
matic, but if being fiscally respon-
sible and trying to keep taxes and
expensesaslow aspossibleiswhat
you mean, then cut and slashiit is.

Please tell me how spending
$20,000 per year for apolicecar is
saving money. Y ou save money
when you do not spend it. We have
a1996 car withonly 65,000mileson
it(usingalittleoil?). Tomeitstillis
avery good car and it should have
beenkeptin serviceinstead of buy-
inganew car. Ifitisusingoil, repair
it; it is still cheaper than $20,000
spentonanew car.

How much have we saved since
we purchased the last new police
car?Theanswer is, around $60,000.
It appearsthat youfed thisispocket
change, butif my mathiscorrectthis
isabout 8 millsthat wedid not have
to put on our mill levy. Pleaselook

Reader swonder if weare
shutting out opportunity

TotheEditor:

After reading the articles con-
cerningapossibleschool consolida-
tion, wefeltledtorespond. It seems
asif Atwoodisvery opentochange
whileOberlinisnot. Couldthisbea
window of opportunity for Oberlin?
Arewesoadversetochangethat we
would missit?

Y es, therearefinancial factorsto
consider. Changes would cost
money. But there are many in our
town, including us, who would do-
nate money to finance the removal
of Satan, asstudent journalist Grant
Reichert calls our mascot. Possibly
a new mascot could be adopted,
such asthe Patriots, and red, white,

and blue as our school colors. That
wouldn’t be a complete change of
colors. And with a few creative
brush strokes, the Devil could be
changedinto aPatriot.

We agree with Mr. Glodt that if
consolidationcomesand changesin
mascots, colors, and school names
are made, it should be made by the
students, sinceit istheir school.

But let’ snot hang onto our tradi-
tions so tightly that it causes our
community todie. Let' sbeopento
change, toaccepting our neighbors,
and beopentoaccepting new ideas.

Janice Ganje
JulieGallentine
Oberlin

at how much the city has spent on
repairs for these cars over the last
fewyears; virtually nothing, except
for normal maintenance.

Andwhy would mai ntenancesuf-
ferasyousaiditwouldby gettingric
of two cars? Will we just forget tc
mai ntai nthesecarsso new onescan
bepurchased later?] would hopenat.

| have lived in this community
since1957. Wehadasmall commu-
nity thenandwehaveasmaller com-
munity now. We had very little
crime then and we have very little
crimenow. Look at thepolicereport
put out each month. Actually, you
should publish this report when it
comes out so that the citizens can
actually seewhatishappening. Yes,
weneed apoliceforce, but onethat
is sized for our community. Let’s
work withthesheriff’ sdepartment;
maybe we can lighten the load for
every one. | havenodoubt that your
“nicelittlefelons” will continuetc
stay away.

People wonder why others will
not run for council or mayor. They
needtoreadyour editoria anditwill
make perfect sense.

Jerry Fidele, Oberlin

( write )

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obheral d@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto dolikewise.

Wedo not publishformlettersor
letters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submittec
totheWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but
will beread and edited for formand
style, clarity, lengthand legality.




