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Norton, Atwood
fall toOberlin

The Decatur Community High
girls jumped to 6-2 for the season
with victories over Norton and
Atwood | ast week.

OnTuesday, thegirlstraveledto
Blue Jay country and downed the
Birds 51-29. Friday the girlswere
on their home court when the At-
wood Buffal oes stormed the gym-
nasium, only to take home a47-38
loss.

OnTuesday, thegirlstook down
theBlueJayswithexcellent second
and fourth quartersin aroad game.

In the first quarter, neither team
seemedto beableto mount much of
anoffense. Attheend of theperiod,
Oberlin led 8-6 by a one-basket
margin. In the second quarter,
Oberlin was able to keep the Blue
Jays away from the basket except
for freethrows.

The hapless home team only
scored onefield goal andthreefree
throwsfor 5 pointswhile the Dev-
ilsracked up 14 points.

In the third quarter, Norton was
again able to get to the basket and
outscored Oberlin13-11. However,
inthefourthquarter, theDevilsshut
down the home team. Norton hit a
pair of field goalsand afree throw
for another 5 points while Oberlin
hit and hit and hit for 18 pointsand
thewin.

Despitetheir victory, theDevils
free throw percentage was only
37.5 percent, or nine out of 24,
while the Blue Jays hit 50 percent
of the 14 free throwsthey were al-
lowed.

“Our defense, especially our
press, was a key to this game,”
Coach Paul Nepodal said. “Wecon-
tinue to struggle at the free-throw
line, but our improvementsinother
areas seem to carry us for now.
Overall,itwasagoodwinfor these
girls.”

Scoring were Abby Ream, 13
points, Jamie Elwood, 10; Kelsey
Dorshorst, 9; Lindsay Fortin, 8;
Sarah Ruf, 6; Rena Unger, 3; and
Kortney Stapp, 2.

The leading rebounders were
Stapp with six and Dorshorst with
four. Theteam had 16 steals.

OnFriday, itwastimefor Oberlin

toplay thehost asthe Atwood girls
cameto town.

This time, the girls were better
able to hit their free throws and
downed54.5percent or 12 out of 22.
Atwood also did well on free
throws, hitting 13 of 25.

It seemed that someonewasat the
free-throw lineall night.

“Sometimes it is better to win
ugly than to lose pretty,” Coach
Nepodal said. “Our girls continue
to play well on defense, while our
offensestrugglesat times. Atwood
alwayscomesready toplay, sothis
wasagood leaguewinfor us.”

Despite five chances at the free-
throw line, Atwood was only able
to score 2 points on one field goal
inthefirst quarter. Oberlinlikewise
had five opportunities for charity
shots and was able to make a pair
plus acouple of field goalsto lead
6-2 after one.

Each team spent alot of time at
the free-throw line in the second
quarter, and each made a few, so
that at the end of the quarter both
had another 12 points. At the half
Oberlinled 18-14.

In the third quarter, Oberlin
didn’tgetany freeopportunitiesbut
did hit six field goalsfor 12 points.
Atwoodalsogot few freepassesbut
was still able to come up with 10
points.

Both teamshad ninefreethrows
inthelast quarter. Oberlinmadesix
and Atwood seven. Eachteamhita
three-point shot but Oberlin hit
morefield goalsand outscored the
Buffaloes17-14.

Scoring were Stapp, 12; Ream,
10; Dorshorst, 8; Unger, 5; Elwood
and Ruf, 4 each; and Kerrie Olson
and Fortin, 2 each. Stapp hit the
three-pointer.

Ruf was the leading rebounder
with 10 followed by Elwood with
nineand Ream with eight.

Thegirlsweretotravel toHoxie
onTuesday andwill play hosttothe
Quinter Bulldogs on Friday with a
6:30 p.m. start.

Nextweek, thegirlswill beinthe
annual Oberlin Invitational, start-
ing on Tuesday and continuing on
Friday and Saturday.

Onewin, oneloss
for young Devils

The Oberlin junior varsity boys
basketball team beat Atwood on
Friday, butlosttoNortonlast Tues-
day to taketheir record to 2-3.

Last Tuesday, the boys from
Decatur Community Hightraveled
toNortonbut lost 63-26tothetough
Blue Jays.

The Norton team dominated the
game, outscoring Oberlinin every
quarter 16-5,17-5, 15-10and 15-6.

“We did not play well at all,”
Coach Keith Grafel said. “The
Christmasbreak seemedto causeus
some shooting problems. Overall,
it wasnot avery good game.

“Wehopewe get oursel vesback
into abetter playing mode. It wasa
gamewewill justforget and prepare
for the remainder of the season.”

Scoring were David Morris, 7;
Jesse Juenemann, 6; Chase Juene-
mann, 4; Andy Inman, 3; andLance
Fortin, ChaseMcKittrick and Zane
Pauls, 2 each.

Itwasadifferent story Saturday,
when Oberlin’ sjunior varsity sent
Atwood homewith a58-3110ss.

Oberlin dominated thefirst half,
outscoring theyoung Buffal oes 18-
4 and 20-5 in thefirst two quarters
for animpressive 38-9lead.

Inthe second half, the Buffal oes
didbetter, outscoring Oberlin 13-11
in the third quarter and coming in
evenat 9-9inthefourth.

“We played pretty well,” Coach
Grafel said. “Atwood was really
short-handed with injuries and
other things, and we played agreat
first half against them.

“ Atwood came back and played
usevenduring thesecond half, and
| thought they played pretty well
late.

“Our starters did a nice job of
scoring, and wegot 16 pointsfrom
our freshman subs.

“Weseemtobereally struggling
at the free-throw line, and we're
hopingthat will straightenitself out.
Our gamefocuswasal ot better and
our defense did a pretty good job
most of thetime.

“It wasanicewin for our junior
varsity players.”

Scoring were McKittrick, 12;
Inman, 10; Fortin and Morris, 8
each; C. Juenemann and Pauls, 6;
and Joe Mondero, Teryn Grafel,
Jason Thomasand Andy Anderson,
2 each.

Fortin had apair of three-point-
ersand McKittrick had one.

Kid wrestlersget medals

Oberlinkidwrestlersattended a
meetinHoxieonJan. 4 and brought
homesix medals. Fourteen went to
St. Francison Saturday and brought
home 10 awards.

At Hoxie, Dayton Dreher took
first in the 6-and-under 55-pound
class.

DakotaCook in the 8-and-under
88 pound and Jacob LaRue in the
10-and-under 110/120-pound
classes camein second.

Fourth places were won by
Konner Witt, 6-and-under 40
pounds; RyanMay, 8-and-under 61
pounds; and Troy Warta, 10-and-
under 76 pounds.

Chris Anderson wrestled but he
did not place.

In St. Francis, first places were

taken by Clay Andersen, 10-and-
under 73 pounds, and Dreher, 6-
and-under 55 pounds.

Second places were taken by
Troy Juenemann, 6-and-under 43
pounds; Troy Warta, 10-and-under
76 pounds; and Daniel Jordan, 10-
and-under 79 pounds.

Third place went to Justin Will-
iams, 10-and-under 100 pounds;
Mike Kasson, 6-and-under 45
pounds; and Brent Juenemann, 8-
and-under 61 pounds.

Zach May, 8-and-under 64
pounds, and Jacob Fortin, 12-and-
under 76 pounds, took fourth places.

Kade Brown, Chris Anderson,
Witt and Kaden Macfee, attended
the St. Francis meet but did not
place.

JOE MONDERO wasn't dancing, but working hard during
a freshman basketball game against Norton earlier in the

month.

— Herald photo by Brad Larson.

Devilslose
for first time

Thefirst lossisalwaysthe hard-
est, whether it’ sthefirst gameof the
season or thelast.

For the Oberlin Red Devils, with
sixvictoriesontheboard, it wasthe
seventh game— theonelast Tues-
day — the one against Norton —
that hurt.

The Decatur Community High
boys had beat Oakley, Golden
Plains, St. Francis(twice), Atwood
andHill City beforefalling65-39to
the Blue Jays.

Thegood newsisthat on Friday,
the Red Devils came back to beat
the Atwood Buffaloes 72-50 and
taketheir recordto 7-1.

Tuesday, it wasturnovers, 23 of
them, that cost the Devil sthegame.
Poor shooting also contributed to
theloss.

“Weturnedtheball over 23times
and shot apoor 29 percent,” Coach
Dick Ahlberg said. “Norton’s de-
fense was tough and our offensive
execution wasvery sluggish.”

The Devils out rebounded the
Jays35-30, but withthehometeam
only giving up five turnovers,
Nortonraiseditsrecord to 3-3.

The game seemed pretty evenin
thefirst quarter, asNortonedgedthe
Devils12-11. Inthesecond quarter,
however, the Jaystook control and
outshotthevisitorstolead 15-7and
havea?27-18lead at the half.

Thethirdandfourth quartersfol-
lowed suit, as Norton outplayed
Oberlin19-14inthethirdand 19-7
inthefinal quarter.

Scoring were Ryan Ruf, 17
points; Egan Grafel, 11; Kyle
Inman, 8; DavidMorris, 2; and Matt
Mondero, 1.

Grafel was the rebound |eader
with 12, followed by Inman and
Ruf, seven each; Mondero, six;
Lance Fortin, two; and Chase
Juenemann, one.

Fortin, Chase McKittrick, Ruf
andMonderoall contributed an as-
sist, and Fortin and Ruf had one

steal each.

On Friday, the Devils redeemec
themselves with a second victory
over Atwood, ateam they had beat
84-50 on Dec. 13 on their way tc
winning the Sagebrush Shootoutin
Brewster. Thistime, thevictory was
alittle less spectacular, 72-50, but
no less sweet.

Oberlin dominated the game,
outscoring the Buffaloes in every
quarter.

Thefirst quarter wasfairly even,
with Oberlin hitting 16 points and
Atwood 13.

By the second quarter, the Dev-
ilshad hittheir strideand wereabl e
tooutscorethevisitors18-8toleac
34-21 at the half.

In the third quarter, the Devils
scored 16 and the Buffaloes 11. In
thefourth, it was22-18.

The Devilsstill had troublewith
turnovers, 22 of them, but luckily,
so did the Buffaloeswith 19.

Again Oberlin wasthe better re-
bounding team, with 35 to At-
wood' s 30.

ScoringwereRuf, 25; Inman, 15;
Grafel, 12; Fortin, 11; Mondero, 5;
and McKittrick and Zane Pauls, 2
each.

Grafel was the top rebounder
with 13followed by Ruf, 10; Inman,
six; Fortin, three; Mondero, two;
and McKittrick, one.

Ruf and M ondero each had three
assists, Grafel hadapair and Juene-
mannand M cKittrick had oneeach.
Ruf had six stealswhilelnman and
McKittrick each had two and Gra-
fel, Oberlin’stallest player at 6-
foot, 6-inches, blocked seven shots.

On Tuesday, the Devils were tc
travel to Hoxieto take on the Indi-
ans. On Friday, the Quinter Bull-
dogs will bein town for aleague
gamestarting at 8 p.m. for theboys.

Next Tuesday, the annual Ober-
lin Basketball Invitational will get
started. Thegameswill continueon
Friday and Saturday, Jan. 24-25.

Junior var sty girlslosetoNorton, Atwood

The Oberlin junior varsity bas-
ketball girls fell to Norton and
Atwood | ast week.

L ast Tuesday, the Decatur Com-
munity High teams traveled to
Norton, where the junior varsity
girlslost 23-16.

The Oberlingirlsdid well inthe
fourthquarter, scoringfour baskets,
apair of freethrowsand 10 points.
Unfortunately, they only scoredone
fieldgoal andfour freethrowsinthe
first three quarters.

In the first quarter, Oberlin
landed a pair of free throwswhile
Norton hit three basketsand afree
throw for a7-2 lead. In the second
quarter, Norton was only able to
sink a pair of free throws while
Oberlinhitabasket and afreethrow
for 3 points. At the half Norton led
9-5.

The third quarter was Oberlin's
worst. The team was only able to
sink a single free throw while the
Norton girls hit four baskets for 8
points.

In the final quarter, however,
Oberlin let loose. Kaitlyn Stapp,
who had only sunk one basket pre-
viously, knocked in three while
ChristaHardy put upabasket anda
free throw and Kelly Olson sank
oneout of two charity shotstogive
Oberlin 10 pointsin the quarter to
Norton’s6.

Scoring were Stapp, 8; Kerrie
OlsonandHardy, 3each; and Leah
Mariettaand Kelly Olson, 1 each.

Lydia Karnopp was the leading
rebounder with 10 followed by
Stapp with seven.

LoraMarietta, Stapp and Kerrie
Ol'son each had two steals.

On Friday, the Atwood girls
came to town and although the
Oberlin girlslost the game 38-33,
they had amuch better night.

Both teams started off alittle
slow, with Atwood scoring 6 and
Oberlin4inthefirst quarter.

By the second quarter, the girls
werewarmed up. One Atwood girl
was hot, putting up 10 of the 15
points the Buffal oes scored in the
quarter.

Oberlin scored 9 to end the half
21-13infavor of thevisitors.

In the third quarter, Oberlin did
not allow the Atwood girlsasingle
fieldgoal.

All 4 of Atwood’s points were
made from the charity line — but
they were at 100 percent there for
the quarter. Oberlin, meanwhile,
put up 10 points. Oberlin had nar-

rowed the Atwood |ead to two, 25-
23.

In the fourth quarter, the Buffa-
loes figured out what was wrong
and hit 13 points while the Devils
put up another 10.

Scoring were Stapp, 13;
Karnopp, 8; LeahMarietta, 5; Anne
Wasson, Danica May and Megan
Barrett, 2 each; and Kerrie Olson,
1

Stapp wastheleading rebounder
with 14, followed by Kerrie Olson
with four and Karnopp and Kelly
Olson, threeeach.

Thejunior varsity wasto play in
Hoxieon Tuesday and should beon
the court Friday when Quinter
comestotown. Theteamwill have
next week off during the Oberlin
Invitational Basketball Tourna-
ment.

Jenningsgirlsrestart season with losses

The Jennings High girlslost to
Brewster, Cheylin and Northern
Valleylastweek intheir firstgames
sincethe Christmasbreak.

Last Monday, the girls played
hosttothetough Brewster Bulldogs
andfell 81-23.

“The Lady Coyotesstruggledin
thefirst half again Brewster’ sfull-
court press, resulting in numerous
easy buckets for the Lady Bull-
dogs,” Coach Cheri Brooks said.
“We were too timid and failed to
take care of the ball. Even though
Brewster scored several easy buck-
ets off their press, we were ableto
slow them down and made them
take more shotsfrom the outside. |
was pleased with the way we ad-
justed defensively.”

ScoringwereSaraKier, 6 points;
Tiffany Wheeler and EliseKinser,

4 each; Nakita Graf, Peggy Foster,
Adrienne Vacura and Courtney
Gillespie, 2 each; and Christina
Coiner, 1.

Foster was the top rebounder
withfive, followed by Vacura, Kier
and Graf withtwo each.

On Tuesday the girlstraveled to
Bird City to take on the Cheylin
Cougarsbut | ost 68-25.

Scoring were Foster, 6; Graf, 5;
Coiner, Kier and Gillespie, 4 each;
and Kinser, 2.

Foster was the chief rebounder
with six; followed by Graf and
Gillespie, 5 each; and Wheeler,
four.

Graf had three stealswhile Fos-
ter and Coiner had one each.

Whilethey didn’twinonFriday,
theJenningsgirlsfeltmorelikethey
were in the game when they trav-
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DAYTIMERS

Music Lab, 6-2; Family Lumber,
6-2; BridgesInsurance, 5-3; Paul’ s 4-
4; Beauty Boutique, 1-7. Cheryl
Metcaf - 223,254,548, 641. Family
Lumber-675,862,1774,2335.

HIGH PLAINS

NAPA, 12-3; Warren Bainter
CPA, 11-4; PizzaHut, 8-7;, 2B Cre-
ative, 7-8; R&M Service, 4-11;
Decatur Co-op, 3-12.

High scratch game, Colin Smith -
224; series, Karol Evans- 758. High
handicapgame, JohnKingery - 258;
series JohnKingery, Carol Kingery
- 120; series, Carol Kingery - 411.
Highhandicapgame, Cerol Kingery
- 192; series, Carol Kingery - 699.
Highteamgame NAPA -831; series,
NAPA - 3168.

\_

METRO

First half winner: AGVantage
Seeds. Baker-Petrolite, 4-1; Fred-
ricksonIns, 4-1; Credit Union, 3-2;
Reliance Body Shop, 3-2; Hartman
Telephone, 2-3; W& L Pumping, 2-
3;AGVantage, 1-4; Bob’' sPlumbing,
1-4.

Leo Hartman, 214 - 682; Brian
Johngton, 227-700; RoseRiffle, 206
-687; Monty Hunt,202- 713; Rocky
Courange, 200, 201 - 696.

PINETTE

Gassy Little Bears, 7-1, 43310;
Raye sGrocery, 7-1,42842; Flowers
by Lee, 5-3,42037; Trash-R-Us, 4-
4,42416;1 ogCabin,3-5,42425; Hair
Gdlery, 2-6, 42475; NWKS Organ
Donors, 2-6, 42064; Re-Load, 2-6,
42033.Highgame- RoseRiffle, 202.

J

eledtoAlmenaandlosttoNorthern
Valley 58-48.

“The Lady Coyotes did a better
job of looking to score and using
their post players on offense,”
Coach Brooks said. “Unfortu-
nately, weallowed NorthernValley
to have too many second opportu-
nitiesat thebasket by not gettingin
good rebounding position.

“Our shooting from the free-
throw line, 18 for 39, and our turn-
overs, 22, were also detrimental to
our success. | was pleased with the
girls effortsdespiteall theinjuries
and illnesses they have been bat-
tling.”

ScoringwereFoster, 14; Vacura,
11; Kinser, 9; Graf, 6; Coiner, 5; and
Wheeler, 3.

Kinser was the chief rebounder

withsix; followed by Wheeler, Fos-
ter and Vacura, five each; Coiner,
four; and Gillespie, three.

Wheeler had three steals; Graf,
Foster and Vacura, two each; and
Coiner, KatieRandolphand Gilles-
pie, oneeach.

Injunior varsity action, Jennings
beat Cheylin 10-4in onequarter.

Scoring were Kier, 4; Wheeler,
Kinser and Vacura, 2 each.

Northern Valley won the junior
varsity game 20-17.

Scoring were Gillespie, 8;
Coiner, Kinser, Wheeler and Kier,
2 each; and Vacura, 1.

Thegirlswereto bein Brewster
on Monday and Tuesday and in
Goodland on Friday and Saturday
for the Western Kansas Liberty
L eague Tournament.
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