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The Way
I  See It

By Grant Reichert

Musicians
form own band
Brothers, friend get together
to play jazz, blues, fun tunes

The New Year. Shudder.
After forcing down that last fos-

silized gingerbread man (turns out
it was an ornament), Christmas has
officially ended.

But not all is bad; the last year has
finally found a place to die, and al-
though its scent lingers like the smell
of a dead cat under the porch, the
new year promises to be a memo-
rable one.

The Raelians, everyone’s favor-
ite fringe lunatic sect (besides the
Rotary), have already gotten their 15
minutes of fame.

The Raelians, teaming up with
their research group Clonaid, have
seized the national spotlight with the
same irresistible drawing power of
that kid who stuck bugs up his nose
in the first grade.

The group claims to have cloned
a human being.

They also claim that all other re-
ligions are far-out, while their reli-
gion (which was given to them by
little green men in the crater of a
French volcano) is based on logic.

Using this Vulcan-like logic, they
are already seeking some commer-
cial tie-ins to make the whole clon-
ing venture profitable.

How does an ice-cold glass of
cherry Clon-aid, with a soylent
green candy bar on the side, sound?

Christmas is dead;
long live the new year

But all cloning aside, the new year
promises to be a great one.

Saddam has already made a new
year’s resolution to lay off the baked
beans because he said he wants to
“stop smelling like a Kurdish gas
attack.”

There is not much hope that he can
keep this resolution after breaking
so many with the U.N., but either
way I doubt that any inspector’s
gonna want to search his personal
“factories” this time.

But Saddam is so last year; bring
out the new bad guy: Kim Jong II.
With the huggable look of an orien-
tal teddy bear (some kind of panda
no doubt), this leader of North Ko-
rea is destined to make headlines. He
was already in “Newsweek,” so he
should reach the real news pretty
soon.

My personal new year’s resolu-
tion is to not do any more work than
is necessary.
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ADAM SPANIER showed off his skill on the bass guitar while
entertaining with the band Forsooth.   — Dictator staff photo

By KORTNEY STAPP
Three guys, a set of drums, a bass

and a keyboard. Put these things to-
gether and you have Forsooth.

Forsooth is a band made up of
Adam Spanier, a senior from Deca-
tur Community High School; John
Benda, a senior from Atwood High
School; and Shane Spanier, a corpo-
ral in the Marine Corp.

Adam and Shane are the sons of
Deanne Spanier, Oberlin band in-
structor, and John is a friend of
Adam’s and a cousin of Barbara
Olson of Oberlin.

Adam plays the bass, as he has for
three years.

When first learning, he played
nonstop. Whether watching a movie
or actually rehearsing, he always
had his fingers on the strings.

“They used to unplug me from the
amp, but I would still play,” he said.

John’s on the drums. He began
playing in seventh-grade.

Shane has been on the keyboard
since second grade. He is also a part
of a jazz combo in New Orleans,
where he is stationed.

The group started playing to-
gether when John and Adam were
sophomores and Shane a senior.
They would get together after lunch
and go to the band room.

Soon people started coming in to
hear them play.

The group performs mostly jazz
and blues, but they also play novelty
songs, such as “The Mario Brothers

Theme Song.”
They have around 25 songs in

their repertoire. Their biggest show
had about two hours worth of mu-
sic or 15 songs.

They have played about 10 shows
in the area — the Mustard Seed in
Atwood, The Jayhawk Theater in
Atwood, a state teacher’s dinner, a
soil conservation district meeting
and at the Herndon Covenant
Church.

The group hasn’t had a chance to
get together for six months, since
Shane is in the Marines, but  recently
played during sixth hour for the high
school band class.

“It was cool getting back together
and playing. It was like a reunion. It
was also fun to get to play with my
brother again,”  said Adam.

“Playing music with Adam and
Shane is all about fun and reminisc-
ing. It’s just like the good old days
when we had no troubles, and it’s
just a lot of fun,” said John.

“I always enjoy coming home and
playing with John and Adam. I have
the pleasure of playing every day
and getting paid for doing what I
love. It is really easy to take this for
granted, and playing with Forsooth
makes me realize how special and
fun playing is even if we get noth-
ing but smiles on people’s faces.
Music isn’t about the money made,
but the time spent with friends do-
ing something we love to do,” said
Shane.

Speech team gets together
to decide season’s activities

By BRYAN RICHARDS
Deep from the throat of the

Decatur Community High School
came rapping and tapping — at the
most awkward time of night.

The noise traveled throughout the
whole building with an eerie hark of
play.

Yes, there was mystery lurking in
these sounds. Maybe it was more
like madness. Madness is the one
and only way to explain all of
this...this...this madness also known
as the Oberlin speech team lock-in.

On Jan. 3, the speech team held a
lock-in from 9 p.m. to 7 a.m. in the
lunch room. During this, the mem-
bers selected pieces and partners to
work with for the speech season.

Once their acts were chosen, the
team practiced skits. They also
played games that would help im-

prove their acting skills and allow
them to grow closer as a team.

“I thought that the lock-in was
pretty cool,”  said Adam Spanier.

Adam has been in speech before,
but this is his first year in Oberlin.

“I think the season will be great.
I’m feeling a lot of creative energy
flowing in the speech team.”

Leigh Davis, the team coach, is very
excited for this upcoming season.

“I am anticipating great things
from this year’s speech team, in-
cluding a full team for the state com-
petition as well as many personal
bests,” she said.

January 20-24
OBERLIN HIGH

Monday — Breakfast: cereal.
Lunch: chicken sand., fries, peas,
pears. Tuesday — Breakfast:
waffles. Lunch: weiners, beans,
pineapple. Wednesday — Break-
fast: cereal. Lunch: enchilada, rice,
apple sauce. Thursday — Break-
fast: egg, toast. Lunch: chicken
strips, fries, fruit, green beans. Fri-
day — Breakfast: cereal. Lunch:
sub sand., chips, peaches, corn.

OBERLIN ELEMENTARY
Monday — Breakfast: gravy/bis-

cuit, fruit. Lunch: sloppy joe. Tues-
day — Breakfast: cereal, toast, fruit.
Lunch: chicken strips. Wednesday
— Breakfast: waffle, ham, fruit.
Lunch: beef steak.  Thursday —
Breakfast: cereal, toast, juice.
Lunch: weiners. Friday — Break-
fast: bagel, fruit. Lunch: burrito.

PRAIRIE HEIGHTS
Monday — Breakfast: muffins.

Lunch: steak fingers, au gratin po-
tatoes, peas, cake. Tuesday —
Breakfast:  pancakes. Lunch: chili,
cinnamon rolls, pears. Wednesday
— Breakfast: scrambled eggs.
Lunch: potato bar, broccoli, or-
anges, brownies. Thursday —
Breakfast: French toast sticks.
Lunch: fish bites, tators, green
beans, Mandarin oranges. Friday
— Breakfast: breakfast pizza.
Lunch: nachos, corn,  peaches, cake.

HERNDON
Breakfast: cereal, toast, juice.

Lunches: Tuesday — chicken nug-
gets, cheesy potatoes, salad, fruit,
cookie. Wednesday — tacos, corn,
apple salad, cookie. Thursday —
hamburgers, baked beans, potato
salad, Jell-O, cookie. Friday —
weiners, broccoli, salad, cookie.

FREE Satellite TV System & Installation
• You Buy a Dish301 system for $149 or $199 w/2nd receiver.
• You get 12 monthly equipment credits for $12.50 or $17.
• FREE Standard Professional Installation.
• Subscribe to America’s Top 50 for one year for $22.99/mo.

Offer ends 1/31/03. For new, first-time DISH Network residential customers only. All prices, packages and programming
subject to change without notice. Local and state sales taxes may apply. All DISH Network programming, and any other
services that are provided, are subject to the terms and conditions of the Residential Customer Agreement, which is
available upon request. Hardware and programming sold separately. Significant restrictions apply to DISH Network
hardware and programming availability, and for all offers. See your DISH Network Retailer. DISH Network product
literature or the DISH Network website at www.dishnetwork.com for complete details and restrictions. All service marks
and trademarks belong to their respective owners. ©2002, EchoStar Communications Corporation. All rights reserved.
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