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“Best Deal On Wheels”
Steve
Spatz

Rod Sawyer
Cell Ph. 350-1280

902 East “B” • McCook, NE
308/345-3447

1997 Grand Am GT
Auto, tilt, cruise, A/C, lock/

windows. Very clean.

Good gas.
$5,995

1995 Saturn SW1 Wagon
66,000 miles, Auto,

 tilt, cruise, A/C, locks/windows.

Great little wagon.
$4,995

Beat the Winter Blues
1 Dozen Roses $1595 or $149 each

(cash & carry)

Prairie Petals

Bouquets (Cash & Carry)

“The Affordable Luxury”
$399 each or 3 for $1000

138 S. Penn Ave. — Downtown Oberlin — 785-475-3241
Toll Free Number 1-866-901-3241

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE
NO-OBLIGATION CONSULTATION

IN YOUR HOME OR IN OUR OFFICE.

America’s Best-Kept
   Hearing Secret:

You may not have heard of us, but millions
 of Americans hear better because of us.

Dan Stevens
Board Certified Hearing

Instrument Specialist

STEVENS HEARING CENTER

1218 East B Street • P.O. Box 806
McCook, NE 69001

Tel: (308)345-4836 • Toll free: (800) 371-4836
WE WILL SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS OF HEARING INSTRUMENTs

AUDIBEL

Need help paying off
 those HOLIDAY bills?

Then give SITEL a call to learn how you
can help pay off those bills and earn a
great wage?

Pat or Gail can be reached at
308-345-5600 or stop by

 302 East 1st in downtown McCook.
eeo m/f/d/v

NEW EXCLUSIVE LISTINGS!

This immaculate and cozy 1 bedroom home has spacious kitchen with
refrigerator, built-in stove and oven, adjacent to newly carpeted dining area;
large living room with new carpet; full basement for extra bedrooms or family
room; central heat, plus other amenities including ceiling fan, water softener,
chain-link fence around large back yard, large storage shed and car port. This
motivated seller has priced it to sell immediately!

Johnson Realty, Inc.

Call us today about our newly listed homes!

Office — 785-475-2785
Lynn’s Mobile — 785-475-8514 — Roberta’s Mobile  785-475-7156

Jackie Votapka — 785-475-3963
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real-estate.com

Roberta Johnson, Broker – Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker
Jacqueline Votapka, Sales Associate

109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749

POSSIBLE 100% FMHA FINANCING on this attractive two-story, 4 bedroom,
2 bath home with covered patio, chain-link fence, gas grill, fenced garden spot
and storage shed in back yard shaded by mature trees; central air/heat; plus
many more extras.

Firemen top pizzas for fund
The men stood on either side of

the counter, putting handfuls of
mushrooms, sausage, pepperoni,
onions and cheese on the round
bread.

It was the annual Norcatur
Firemen’s pizza day. Chief Carl
Lyon said the department has
made and sold the pizzas as a
fund-raiser for three years, al-
though they skipped last year..

The men ask for a donation, he
said, and the money goes for up-
dating equipment in the depart-
ment.

Usually, said Chief Lyon, the fire-
men make the pizzas on the bye
week for football playoffs, but there
wasn’t a bye week this year so they
decided they would work on Satur-
day.

The 12 men volunteers started to
make pizzas about noon on Satur-
day, and Chief Lyon said he ex-
pected them to still be making them
into the early evening.

Customers ordered 250 of their
homemade pies. Chief Lyon said
most of the orders came in ahead of
time, but they did get a lot of last-

minute orders this year.
He said the men deliver the piz-

zas around the area. He said a lot
of the pizza goes in Norcatur, but
some go to Oberlin and they make
a run into Norton. Several work-
ers at the prison there ordered piz-
zas, and the chief said he would
try to deliver them for their break.

The department said they get
good deals on the makings for the
pizza, working with the Meat
Market in Oberlin, Pizza Hut and
Jamboree Foods in Norton and
Sehnert’s Bakery in McCook.

Council looks
at sewer rates
from other towns

Council
Round-up

At its meeting Tuesday, the
Oberlin City Council:

• Asked the city administrator to
plug some new numbers into the
sewer rate formula to see what
people would have to pay to fi-
nance a $2 million renovation at the
waste water plant. Story to left.

• Heard they have a few options
at the waste plant, but only have
until December 2005 to meet the
new requirements set by the state.
Story to come.

• Heard that the city’s health in-
surance plan with Blue Cross/Blue
Shield will jump 44 percent this
year. The council may decide to go
with a state plan. Story to come.

• Decided to give Sunflower Cin-
ema $100 a month towards its city
bill. Story to come.

• Agreed not to pay an animal
control officer to patrol any more
after a six-month trial period
brought only three extra dogs in off
the streets. Story on Page 1A.

• Heard the water crew mea-
sured the level of water in the wells
and the level is down two feet from
where it was last year at this time.
Story to come.

The Oberlin City Council asked
the city administrator Tuesday to
plug some new numbers into the
formula which figures out the sewer
rate for the city so they can pay for a
renovation project at the waste wa-
ter plant.

At a recent meeting, the council
started the discussion on the sewer
rates, but wanted to see what people
in other area communities pay first.

Oberlin residents pay $1.27 per
100 cubic feet, with the minimum
bill being $6.35 per month. On av-
erage, a customer pays $8.75 a
month for sewer here, said City Ad-
ministrator Gary Shike.

Although measured differently in
Atwood, the minimum bill is
$10.25,  in Colby $4.56, in Norton
$4, in Oakley $7.50, in Hoxie $3, in
St. Francis $13.50, in Hill City $9
and in Goodland $7.40, Mr. Shike
said.

He said when renovations at the
waste plant start, the city will prob-
ably be  forced into a different for-
mula and at that point, they would
probably raise the rate. He sug-
gested they stay with the formula
they have now but have a reserve/
replacement account so they could
save some money. This way, he
said, they wouldn’t have to zero the
account out at the end of every year.

Councilman Ken Shobe said he
thought by law they had to zero the
account out. Mr. Shike said the city
has to with the electric and water, but
not with sewer.

The city would have to rewrite the
resolution for the sewer plant to al-
low them to have a reserve/replace-
ment account, he said.

Councilman Jerry Fidele sug-
gested that City Attorney Steve
Hirsch work on re-writing it, includ-
ing new numbers in the formula.

Normally the sewer rates aren’t
set until April or May, said Mr.
Shike. Before setting the rates, the
city measures customers winter
water usage to get an estimate of
sewer use. Basically, the city needs
to see how much they want to set
aside in a year, said Mr. Shobe.

Mr. Fidele asked the expected

cost of the project. Engineer Thaniel
Monaco, with Miller and Associ-
ates, said the project could cost
around $2 million.

Mr. Fidele said they could plan on
a price of $3 million and then work
backwards from there. They would
figure what the city needs each year
to retire that debt in 30 years, and
from there the city could set the
rates.

Although the council didn’t de-
cide anything about the rates, Mr.
Shobe said they do know that they
aren’t going to lower than what the
average residents pay.

Mayor Gary Walter said at this
time, though, they are just gathering
information.

District
will hold
meeting

The Decatur County Conserva-
tion District will hold its annual
meeting beginning with a supper at
6:30 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 3, at The
Gateway, courtesy of the Decatur
County Bankers’ Association.

The Kansas Bankers Awards for
conservation, windbreak and wild-
life will be presented, and winners
of the conservation poster contest
will be announced.

An election for two three-year
terms on the district board will take
place during the meeting.

Nominees include Vernon
Ketterl and Amanda Grafel, for the
area northwest of Oberlin, and Len
Randolph and Carl Wahlmeier,
Jennings area. Mr. Ketterl and Mike
McKenna are finishing terms, but
Mr. McKenna has decided not to
seek re-election.

Current board members are
Lawrence Jennings, chairman; Mr.
Ketterl, vice-chairman; Mr.
McKenna, treasurer; and Dave Wil-
son and Ron Bryan.

Make meal reservations by Fri-
day with Diana Solko at the district
office, (785) 475-3131, extension
101.

Ambulance crew looks
for new cardiac monitor

County
Countdown

At their meeting last Tuesday,
the Decatur County commission-
ers:

• Looked at a diagram of the
Oberlin Speedway at the fair
grounds to find out where a pri-
vacy fence would be built. Story
to come.

• Heard the ambulance depart-
ment plans to use some grant
money to purchase another car-
diac monitor. Story to left

• Held their annual “changing of
the drawers” after electing Com-
missioner Pat Glenn as chair-
woman. Story to come.

• Talked with Sheriff  Ken
Badsky who will be manning the
office alone for the next few
months. Story on Page 1A.

Ambulance Director Patrick
Pomeroy told Decatur County com-
missioners Tuesday morning he has
started to look for a cardiac monitor
to purchase with grant money from
the Modern Woodmen of America.

Mr. Pomeroy said he had a prob-
lem with one of the monitors this
week. The first thing that goes out
on the machines is the battery, he
said, so he will borrow a battery
from Jennings and see if it works. He
said they are using an older machine
as a back up now.

The Ambulance Department has
a little over $2,000 from the Mod-
ern Woodmen, said Mr. Pomeroy.

The director said he was looking
to see how much cash he would have
at the end of the year, but hopes it
will be around $12,000. County
Clerk Marilyn Horn said that he will
get money in February from what
people have paid on their taxes. She
said she didn’t know how much it
would be to start the new year.

Mr. Pomeroy said he had found
several monitors. They run around
$17,000 for the deluxe model and go
down in price from there. He said he
could get a monitor and then add the
blood pressure and other options for
around $10,000.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

• Heard that the Jennings ambu-
lance had 26 calls last year and 23
in 2001.

• Heard the service already has
made nine calls this year.

• Learned that Mr. Pomeroy is
teaching emergency medical tech-
nician classes in Norton for his train-
ing, which he said is going well.

Server causes severe delays in mail

NORCATUR FIREMEN made around 250 pizzas Saturday at the Norcatur City Build-
ing. The men used an assembly-line method, starting the pizza at one end of the counter
and sending it down the line where each man added a different ingredient.

                              — Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

Customers of the nwkansas.com
Internet service probably noticed
over the weekend that e-mail service
slowed to a crawl.

The nwkansas.com server
bogged down, running as much as
two days behind in delivering mail.

Efforts to fix the problems began
Friday. Tom Betz, director of Inter-
net services, and Evan Barnum, sys-
tems administrator, spent most of
the day and part of the night Satur-
day trying to pinpoint the cause.

The system was stashing mail in
its database files, but fell woefully
behind in dishing it out.

It took until Sunday to isolate an
apparently faulty disk drive on the
main server.

After the drive was isolated, it
took most of the day Sunday for the
server to catch up. By midnight,
though, it was no more than an hour

behind.
Over the weekend, customers say

some messages came in at odd
times, often a day or two late. Some
messages were doubled up. Others
may not have come through at all.

Steve Haynes, president of
Nor’West Newspapers, said at least
twice in the process, the server
turned on itself and began rejecting
the stored e-mails. Senders then got
a message saying the address was
not known, even though it was valid.

“We know this may cause our
customers some problems,” Mr.
Haynes said. “For the most part, the
sender just resent the message, so
the mail was not lost. If it was un-
wanted spam, though, it likely won’t
come back.”

As of Monday, the mail server
was working as intended, with no
delay. Mr. Barnum said there might

Officers were called to Decatur
Community High School around
5:30 p.m. Saturday night when a
truck was found damaged.

The 1997 Chevy pickup belong-
ing to Adam Steinmetz was parked
in the lot at the high school. When
he left the school, Mr. Steinmetz
said he found the paint job on the
truck ruined. The truck had been
scratched with something.

Police Chief Wade Lockhart said
there is an estimated $1,200 of dam-
age. Someone also took a cell phone
from inside the truck and threw it
against the vehicle. There was an
estimated $75 worth of damage to
the phone.

The criminal damage charge is a
felony, the chief said, since more
than $500 worth of damage was
done. No one has been arrested.

Paint job
is ruined

be a few short outages later in the
week as he replaced the faulty drive
and reconfigures the server.

Customers who are still having
problems should call Mr. Betz at
785-877-2338.


