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Governor hasgood idea
for getting moresalestax

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius has put forth one
good idea for improving the state€’ s revenue
and boosting businessin Main Street K ansas.
Theonly problemis,it’ll takefourtofiveyears
to seeany money.

Thenew governor hasaskedtheL egidature
to change the state’ s sales tax law to make it
match other statesindefinitionsof what’ stax-
able and other details. That's a necessity if
statesaregoingto help each other collect sales
tax on Internet and catal og sales.

It’ sabout timelnternet salesweretaxed. As
it stands today, Amazon.com and other
Internet deal ers, largeand small, areprotected
by federal |law from stateand | ocal sal estaxes.

President Bush has argued against taxing
such sales, arguing that it would curb the
growth of the Internet. Bull.

But if growth of the Internet comes at the
price of the health of our existing retailers,
what isthe benefit?

I’ shard enoughalready tomakealivingon
Main Street or out inthestrip mall. Now they
want to giveanother advantageto big-money
Internet firms?

Think of what that can do, inafew years, to
the local economy, the local job market and
thelocal tax base.

Isit fair that when you go across the street
to the hardware store, you pay 5-7 percent
salestax (morein somestates), but whenyou

goto your computer and order the same mer-
chandise, youdon’'t?

Ask theowner of your hardware storewhat
hethinks. He susing the same I nternet to or-
der thesame stuff, plushe hasall theexpense
of maintaining hisstore, stock and employees
soit’'ll beon hand whenyou needit.

Kansasactually hasalaw requiring people
to pay “compensating use tax” on anything
bought out of state where no tax ispaid. Un-
lessit’ ssomethingbigenoughtohitthestate's
radar, likeacar, though, it’ salmostimpossible
tocollect. Whenwasthelast timeyouordered
merchandise and then filed a use tax return
with Kansas?

What the governor isasking hereisnot for
any unfair advantagefor “ bricks-and-mortar”
merchants. She wants alevel playing field.
Shewantsto plug abig holein the state’ stax
collections.

Republican leadersare sympathetic, but as
House Speaker Doug Mays points out, they
can’tdomuchfor Ms. Sebeliusthisyear. It'l]
take an act of Congress, asthey say, to solve
the problem, and thereis much opposition to
that. It sfueled, asusual, by special interests
who areraking in big, tax-free bucks off the
Internet.

Goodluck, governor. Inthemeantime, we' d
better find someother way tomakemoney for
thestate. —SeveHaynes

Ittakesaspecial breedtotrouble-
shoot computers, peoplewhoenjoy
bangingtheir headsagainst thewall
and staring at a monitor until their
eyeballsturnto mush.

| know; I’'ve done it. Thistime,
though, | want to brag alittle about
the work our computer guys put in
over theweekend. | had other fishto

Troubleshooter sarespecial
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AlongtheSappa

By SteveHaynes
shaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)

fry,sol didn’t stay withthem. That
givesme spaceto brag.

There’ sTom,whoisinchargeof backlogged.

But the server was no longer

hisbasement in New Zea and.
That worked, slowly, but caused
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Catstakeover bed, couch, people

Catstotheright of me, catstothe
left of me. | can’'t get up.

Thecatshavetaken over my bed,
the couch and any other place |
might want tolie, sit or stand.

According to the book my chil-
dren gave me for Christmas, “The
Complete Cat Book,” cats like to
sleep in the warmest spot in the
house, and they like company.

That would explain why thereis
always one sleeping on top of the
heating ventinthediningroomand
oneinthekitchen,andwhy thereare
alwaystwoorthreeinmy bedevery
night.

Thebook warnsthat if you don’t
want your cat to sleep with you,
you'd better close the door and not
letitinevenonce.

| haven' t figured out why anyone
would not want their cat to sleep
withthem.

Catsarewarm, furry andfriendly
— well mostly friendly.

| love having the cats sleeping
with us, even if it means | can't
move.

Most nights, | find one under the
covers before | arrive. He usually
moves to the foot of the bed about
thetimel try to usehimto keep my
cold feet warm.

Soonanaother will joinusand oc-

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com
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casionally the third. By the time
Stevegetsin bed, there’ salmost no
roomfor him, so hescootsthefurry
freeloaders around and takes over
histhree-fourths of the mattress.

Thecatsdon'’t stay scooted. They
are soon bracketing us like quota-
tion marks, and woe be the human
whoneedsto get upinthemiddleof
thenight.

They may only weigh 12 pounds
each, but that’ sareally heavy dozen
poundswhenyou’ remostly asleep.

Sunday, Steve washed the bed-
ding, including the blankets. |
grabbed a blanket out of the dryer
with the intention of remaking the
bed. | didn’t get any farther thanthe
living room couch.

The blanket was warm, | was
deepy, thecouchwasthere. And so
was| for the next half hour.

| felt aslight disturbance in the

force, butwastoofar gonetonotice.

When| awoke, | had MissMolly
sittingnexttomy head; April Alice,
her sworn enemy, on my stomach;
andKublaKhan, theonly guy of the
bunch, near my feet. | was sur-
rounded..

The disturbance was when the
two females got on the blanket at
once.

They hate each other, but must
have called a truce so they could
both take anap.

| love naps and so do my furry
friends. | saw acartoontheother day
that featured acat that claimed that
wakefulnesswasthat annoyingtime
between naps.

Sotrue.

Sometimes| wishl couldslegpon
top of the coversand help bracket e
pair of humans. Wakefulness is so
annoying.

|t takeslotsof wor k tobewarm

Peoplewho burnwoodinastove
or fireplace say it heats you twice:

all things Internet. Heisthe expert
onWindows, connections, viruses,
software problemsand Internet ac-
tivity.

ThenthereisEvan, theMacintosh
guru, keeper of thekeys(andip ad-
dresses), wizard of problems and
trouble-shooter of networks.

Onagood day, they canwalk up
to abalky machine, scratch behind
their ear, change a setting or flip a
switch, and voilal, it runs.

| thought they had about met their
matchon Friday, though. Thee-mail
server for nwkansas.com was
bogged down, stashing mail rather
than delivering it, running two or
more daysbehind.

For no apparent reason.

Friday, they tried new programs
and patches with no success. More
recent versions of the server, new
installationsof thesameversionand
various other fixesall ran the same
way: Slowly. Very slowly.

At one point, we decided the do-
main name setup must be wrong,
though that made no sense. It had
beenworking finetheweek before.
Evantried to changethe“ip” num-
bers, and the server immediately
beganrejectingall thestorede-mail,
hundreds of messages. It sent them
all back to the senders so quickly,
they were gone before we realized
what was happening.

Or so wethought.

Then wetried checking the hard
drives. Themainserver drivedidn’t
exactly show bad. Thedrivechecker
just sort of blew upwhenit gottoit.
Itwouldn’t checkitat al.

Evanthought that wassuspicious.
Hemoved everythingtothesecond-
ary drive and started the server up
again. It seemed to be running. He
and Tom went home about 10 p.m.
Friday.

| leftabout 8, drivingfrom Good-
landto M cCook topick upanadthat
waslostinthee-mail. By thetimel
got to Oberlin, the message had
comethrough. | didn’ thavetodrive
the ad back to Goodland.

Saturday morning about 9, |

problemsfor peoplewhodependon
mail relays. They complained. Evan
changedtheprogramback totheold
one. That set off another round of
bounced messages, hundreds of
them, beforeit could bestopped. He
sent an e-mail to the guy in New
Zealand.

By late Saturday night, they had
isolated the bad drive and removed
it from the system. Things seemed
tobeworking, but still slow. All the
boysknew howtodowaswatchand
wait.

It would be 24 hours, in fact, be-
fore the server caught up. It faced
backlogsin all 18 mail databases
(Why 18? Who knows?). One had
grown from 4 kilobytes in size to

Once when you work to cut it, and
then againwhenyou burnit.

That wasour experiencewithour
firstload of cornfor our corn/pellet
stove. Wehadtowork hardtogetit.
Noticehow | dwayssay “we” when
| talk of hard work. Jim does the
work; | just talk about it.

Farmer friend David had about 50
bushels of dry corn he could spare
so Jim spent Saturday readying a
grainbintohaul our new hest source
home. He welded supports; built a
wood framefor thetop; andwinched
itontoaflatbedtrailer.

Sunday afternoon, Jim drovethe
pickup withthetrailer whilel duti-
fully followed to Dave and
Charla's. Sheand | chatted while

(t:)?alclj es? gtrr:e office. Tom answered, a éf?tsr)] gig}(ﬂbg;&s, way bigger thanany Jm an dDavid auger edth ecom into
Seemed the server wasbogged ~ But about 10 p.m. Sunday, the thebin. After fillingthebinand en-

down overnight. Evan drove over
from Colby.

They found that though they had
moved themail program to the No.
2 drive, it had found the old e-mail
stash on the bad drive and was try-
ingtodeal it out.

At the same time, they tried a
newer version of the e-mail pro-
gram, which was Apple Internet
Mail Server whenweboughtit, later
was Eudora Internet Mail Server
when Qualcomm hadit, and now is
mai ntai ned by someguy workingin

joyingfresh-from-the-oven-brown-
ies,wewereready for thetriphome.
But lessthan half amile from their
house, Jimpulled over tothesideof
theroad.

Notonly hadtheheavy loadinthe
binbroken oneof thesupports, caus-
ingthebintolean, butthetrailer had
aflat tire. There was nothing to do
but leaveit,gohomeand gettheold
work truck and another trailer, re-
turn, scoop the corninto it, change

dam seemed to burst. Messages
flowed, those that hadn’t bounced.
Thel.79gigabytefileshrunk to4k.
And by midnight, the backlog was
down from a peak of 85 hoursto
about 40 minutes.

Monday, it wasgone.

The guysthink maybeit wasthe
bad drive— if it redly is bad. But
they can’t betoo sure.

For now, the server is running.
They’ replanning on going homeat
quitting time. Andthey haveavery
wary eyeon the backlog.
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thetire; andfinaly bringitall home.

A quick call to David and Charla
alerted them to the vehicles on the
road. Butwouldn’tyouknow, by the
timewegot back David had brought
atractor equipped with a loader
down to our stranded vehicle; un-
loadedasmuchgrainashecouldand
waswaiting onus. Betweenthetwo
men it didn’t take long to shift the
grainfrombintotrailer and change
thetire. Meanwhile, Charlaand| sat
in their car visiting and supplying
headlight illumination.

Now that’ sareal friend. Not only
did David sell usthegrain at afair
price but he helped load it, then he
bailed usoutwhenwegotintrouble.
Hewent the extramile.

And now | don’'t know who
worked harder for our fuel supply,
usor David.

—o0ob—
Didyou hear about the5-year-old

son of apreacher who performed e
funeral for adead bird that the boy
and hisfriendshad found?Theboys
had secured a box and cotton bat-
ting, thendug aholeand madeready
for the disposal of the deceased.

The boy began to say the appro-
priate prayers and with sonorous
dignity intoned hisversion of what
he thought his father always said.
“Glory be unto the Faaaather anc
unto the Sonnn....and into the hole
hegoes.”

4 ] )
FromtheBible

. J

Happy is the man that
findeth wisdom, and the man
that getteth understanding.
Proverbs 3:13.

Reader saystraditionscan change

TotheEditor:

Weread our recent Oberlin Her-
ald with excitement at the opportu-
nity for a new mascot through
the consolidation of the schoolsin
Decatur County.

Tradition is difficult to change.
Imaginethosefamilieswhoaregiv-

Nor’West Newspapers ing up the school of their heritage;
what would it mean to them to be
STAFF welcomed by feeling liketherewas
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Devil could alsobelooked uponas
Satan (it certainly lookslikehim—
Satan, not Grant). It seems that by
adopting anew mascot, youmay be
avertingaracial or religiouslawsuit

( L ettersto

theEditor

inthefuture. Itissomethingtothink
about.

Thanks for hearing us out,
and pleasemakeaplacefor Grant’s
articles in the new paper format.
Givehimacollegescholarshipand
get himtokeepwriting! (Thanksfor
the entertainment, Grant.)

Wemissyoual. Yes, themall is
closer now, but wedon’ tknow any-
oneat thegrocery storeor thefoot-

ball gamesandyou can’t put aprice
onthat. May God blessyou all.

Eric and Cindy Scott

7245 College Street

Lima, N.Y. 14485

EDITOR'SNOTE: Thereisal-
waysroomfor Grant’ scolumn, but
theDecatur Dictator page (withthat
Red Devil logo) usually does not
appear during school breaks.

Writer for consolidation

TotheEditor:

Isour school board color blind?

If amerger happened, thestudents
would bethebiggest winners. They
would make new friends, have big-
ger and better sports teams, and
maybe some new classes.

Y es, some jobs may be lost, but
thegovernment paysthe schoolsby
the student. If there are more kids,
thereismoremoney. They probably

will haveto hire moreteachersand
maybecreatenew classes. I f thekids
come, sowill their parentsandtheir
wallets. They will fill up with gas,
have lunch, and probably do some
shopping.

We, the people, will make new
friends. Thisisawin-winfor every-
one. Wakeup school board; get over
your color blindness and see the
light. Darrell Lutz, Oberlin



