Florence Jones, age 18 (left), and today (right).

Theworldhaschanged
iInwoman's100yearshae

ByMARY LOUOLSON

Times have changed consider-
ably during the century of life for
Florence Jones, aresident of De-
catur County Good Samaritan Cen-
ter, who will celebrate her 100th
birthday on Monday.

Born on afarm near Arapahoe,
Neb., on Jan. 27, 1903, Mrs. Jones
was the daughter of Anzaand Ada
Pruden, who had 10 children. She
attended grade and high school in
Arapahoe, graduating asval edicto-
rian of her classin 1922.

While growing up on the farm,
Mrs. Jones said, she had regular
chores, whichincluded housework,
gardening, milking, and canning.

“We aways butchered our own
cattle and hogs and canned most of
themeat,” shesaid.

After graduating, she began
teaching all eight gradesthat fall at
arural school near her home.

“ldrovemy Dad’sModel A,” she
said, “andwhenitwascold, | hadto
drain the radiator when | got to
school, thenfill itupbeforeheading
for home to keep it from freezing.
Roadswere moreliketrails, so the
five-miletrek wasachallenge.”

After teaching in the Arapahoe
areafor two years, she went to the
Sand Hills, north of Haigler, Neb.,
whereshetaught for twoterms. She
then took a teaching job north of
Herndonanditwasduringthistime
that she met her future husband,
Raymond Jones, when she was
working one summer at the Fron-
tenac Cafein Oberlin.

“Hewalked me home after work
and that began our courtship in
1925,” shesaid.

“Thefollowingyear, whilevisit-
ing my brother and sister, Homer
and Hattie Pruden, in Oberlin, we
just decided we wanted to get mar-
ried. [twasnearly 10 p.m. whenwe
went to the home of Judge Kulp,
who lived in the house now owned
by Franklin Kolsky, just east of
Ampridestation, and hemarried us
with my sister, Hattie, and his
brother, Lyle Jones, aswitnesseson
July 19, 1926.

“ At thetime, Raymond was cus-
tom combining, so we went to
Rexford the second night of our
marriage, then followed theharvest
to Montanafor therest of our hon-
eymoon.”

Sinceshewasstill teaching north
of Herndon, she boarded there dur-
ing the week then her husband
picked her up on weekends. They
livedwith hisparentsand didn’t re-
ally set up housekeeping until after
shequit her job.

Their first home was a small
three-room housein Oberlin, which

wastobethefirstof 18inwhichthey
lived before purchasing ahouse on
South Cass Avenue.

Dr. Tilden delivered their first
child, Dwayne, in 1928, and their
daughter, Shirley, wasthefirst baby
born after BentonMemoria Hospi-
tal opened in September 1930. Dr.
Frank Brewster was her doctor.

After thecrash of 1929, shesaid,
times were hard for everyone. She
remembershow menlost their jobs
and many found employment at the
Civilian Conservation Corpscamp.
Her husbandfoundajobdelivering
bread for the Fleming Bakery of
Oberlinto Selden. Helater worked
inconstruction, thenlater becamea
salesman and parts man for John
Nitsch.

“Entertainment during World
War |1 included dances in the old
high school building. We didn’t
even have aradio for many years,
but could listen to one when we
went to visit Grandpa Jones.”

Mrs. Jones said that she made
clothesfor her family. After remak-
ingaman’ ssuitinto acoat for their
daughter in 1942, she said shetook
it to Bobbitt Cleaners to have it
pressed.

“Mr. Bobbitt was so impressed
with my sewing that he asked meif
| would cometo work for him asa
seamstress and alterer, ajob which
| held for many years,” shesaid. “I
also learned to do the pressing.
However, | just worked afternoons
sincewewerestill rearing our chil-
dren.”

Later Mrs. Jonesworked for J.C.
Penney, Oberlin Bakery, and the
Decatur County Good Samaritan
Center. Attheageof 80, sheworked
part-timefor Dr. Donald Harrier.

“Whenwefinally bought our own
homefor $4,500in 1945, wereally
thought we were going into debt
‘big,”” shesaid.

“Qur family oftenenjoyedriding
around Oberlin just to view al the
houseswehadlivedinfor entertain-
ment,” she laughed. After her hus-
band’ sdeathin 1957, shecontinued
toliveinthesamehouseuntil mov-
ing to Good Samaritan Center.

Her extended family now in-
cludesher sonandhiswife, Dwayne
and Betty Jones, her daughter and
her husband, Shirley and Don
Carlisle, sevengrandchildren; eight
great-grandchildren, and a great-
great-grandchild.

Asher sonsaidin atribute, “ She
nolonger hasher ownteeth; shehas
undergone surgery on her eyesand
shedoesnot hear very well, but she
still hasawonderful mindandkeeps
up on all the news and current
events.”
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ThirteenCalicoGalsmembers,
one guest and a child met at the
Pizza Hut on Jan. 15 for lunch.
Mary Waldo was hostess.

A businessmeetingfollowedat
the LandMark Inn. Roll call was
answered by telling how mem-
bers celebrated Christmas. Bar-
baraY oung gave areading about
the one dollar bill. The treasurer

Tenmembersof Pi AlphaClub
met on Jan. 13 at the Oberlin El-
ementary School library to hear
Shanna Richards, librarian and
hostess, review many new books
of all sizesand subject and share
excerptsfromseveral. For devo-
tions, sheread “HomeWork.”

The nominating committee,
EstellaWaldoand Fern Wenger,
presented theslate of officersfor
theensuingtwoyearsasfollows:
Marty Olson, president; Joan
Evans, vice president; Mrs.
Richards, secretary; Mrs. Waldo,

Nine membersof the Hospital
Guild met at the home of Doris
Sloan on Jan. 14. Roll call was
answered by each relating high-
lights of the holiday season.

President Virginia Spratling
conductedthemeetingand mem-

ByHALEY SCHIESSLER

The Brownie Girl Scouts met
Jan. 7 with 10 members present.
Kiah Blau, who recently moved
here, isanew member. Roll call
wasto giveyour birthday.

Calico Galsenjoy pizza

Clubvigtsschoal library

Hospital Guild meets

Newmember joinsBrownies

reportedthat donationsarebeing
acceptedforanew livestock barn
at the fairgrounds. Club books
were filled out for the coming
year. LoisCarlsonwon thehost-
essgift.

The next meeting will be on
Feb. 19 at the home of Lois
Carlson. Therewill beaValen-
tine make-or-bake exchange

treasurer, and RosellaMeitl, par-
liamentarian. The club accepted
thenominationsunanimously and
also voted a $50 donation to the
library.

Nadine Anderson brought her
Hallmark “Maxine’ doll toshow,
which wasaChristmas gift from
her granddaughter. Mrs. Waldo
was co-hostess and Joy Russell
won the hostess prize.

TheJan. 27 meetingwill bea6
p.m. Dutch treat dinner at the
Pizza Hut with Nora Bearley as
hostess.

berssaidthepledgeof allegiance.
Planswerediscussedfor thecom-
ing year. Officersre-elected in-
clude: Mrs. Spratling, president;
Henrietta Van Vleet, vice presi-
dent; Maurine Skoda, secretary,
and Beth Sebaugh, treasurer.

Miranda brought snacks and
Kaitlin brought drinks. We took
turnsreading from our book about
the next badge we will earn. The
girlseachhadtodrawtwopictures
about problem solving.

Countiesformmethtask force

The Northwest Kansas Meth
Task Forcehasdevel oped programs
to address the growing problem of
methamphetamineinninecounties:
Cheyenne, Rawlins, Decatur,
Sheridan, Thomas, Sherman,
Wallace, Logan, and Gove.

ProjectdirectorisJerry Chambers
of Oberlin. Thetask forceincludes
law enforcement, emergency medi-
cal services, K-State county exten-
sion agents, Regional Prevention
Centersand others.

Members attended a two-day
workshop in Colby to learn about
existing effortsin the prevention of
meth possession and production,
and to help promote education and
awareness of the side effects of
meth.

One of their main goalsisto

implement a “ Drug Endangered
Child” program into Northwest
Kansastohelpwithmedical screen-
ingand protocolsfor thosechildren
whomay havebeenexposedtometh
or other dangerousdrugs.

Other initiativesinclude bolster-
ingtheK ansasRetailer MethWatch
Program, providing aninitial stock
of “tamper tags” for firms which
provide anhydrous ammonia to
farmers, and mini-workshops for
schools.

Anyoneinterestedinbecominga
member of thetask force, orwhohas
informationthat could behelpful in
battling the war on meth, should
contact Mr. Chambersat (785) 475-
2967, jchambers@nwkansas.com,
or theofficein Colby, at (785) 462-
8152.

STARSmembersenjoy party

The Good Samaritan STARS
Committee held their first Christ-
masCarol potluck onDec. 18 at the
homeof Jimand LindaHollowell.

Those present were Mrs. Hollo-
well, chairperson; Andrea Scott,
secretary; Barbara Beisner, Joyce
Ploussard, B. Ann Szweister, Vio-
let Krizek, Frannie Nothdurft, Joan
Evans, Johnna Klein, Paula Cor-
coran, Rose Hargitt, Andrea
(Hannah) Burmaster, and Coleen
Rippe. Guests included: Jan Car-
man, Connie Miller, Alvina Gam-

blin, Phyllis Metcalf, Judy Jordan,
Angela Copeland, Loretta McFee,
LoRee Albersand Laurene Demp-
ewolf.

Thegroup strivesto promoteand
encourageinteraction between staff
and residents by enhancing staff
awarenessandinvolvement through
STARS-sponsored activities. On
Christmasmorning, Mrs. Hollowell
and Mrs. Rippe gave devotions at
the Good Samaritan Center. After-
ward, donut holes and beverages
wereserved by Frannie Nothdurft.
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MICHAEL JOHNS Comedy Hypnotist
Hypnotist to perform at Gateway

Michael Johns, Hypnotist will perform at the Oberlin Gateway
Theater on Saturday, January 25,

This is the show everyone is talking about. Michael’s high energy
and unique blend of comedy and showmanship make this the show
you will be laughing about for weeks. He has performed on Fox Tele-
vision, hundred of high schools, NASCAR, colleges and universities,
service clubs and many more places.

Sponsored by the Oberlin Arts & Humanities Commission, admis-
sion is by season ticket or by paying at the door. $10.00 for adults
and $5.00 for students living at home.

2003 at 7:30 p.m.
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Decatur Farm Bureau
tohold safety program

Decatur County Farm Bureau
sponsored many activities for the
community and youth during the
past year and many new projectsare
planned for thisyear.

A programonpersonal safety and
crimepreventionfor senior citizens
isplanned at 11:30 am. today, at
TheGateway. Scott Teeselink, who
hasretired after beingwiththeKan-
sas Bureau of Investigation for 30
years, will speak.

They will sponsor a spokes-
woman from the Kansas Wheat
Commission, who will present in-
formationonwheat and nutritionto
grades 1-6 at the Oberlin Elemen-
tary on Kansas Day, Jan. 29. At
noon, she will present a program,
“Quick and easy breadsfor giving,”
includingrecipes, for women of the
area. Thisone hour brown bag pro-
gram will be held at The Gateway
upstairs meeting rooms.

Applicants are being sought for
the Century Farm Program. Appli-
cants must be Farm Bureau mem-
bers, ownershipmust beinthesame
family for 100 or moreyearswithat
least 80 acresof theoriginal Kansas
farmland, and the present owner
must be related to the original
owner. Deadlinefor submitting ap-
plicationsis May 16 and applica-
tionsmay bepickedupat theoffice.

Kansas Farm Bureau is offering
four $1,000 scholarshipsat Kansas
State University and two $1,000

scholarshipsat Fort Hays StateUni-
versity for the 2003-2004 school
year. Tobeeligible, applicantsmust
be aFarm Bureau member in Kan-
sas, must be enrolled in agriculture
oraclosaly related areaof study, anc
must be classified asajunior or se-
nior at the university in the fall of
2002. Thescholarship applications
must be returned to Kansas State
University by Feb. 1, and to Fort
Hays University by Feb. 15. For
phone numbersto request an appli-
cation, contact Dianne at the Farm
Bureau office.

TheUnited States Department of
Agriculturehaslaunched awebsite
http://usda/gov/farmbill to help
farmerslearn more about farm hill
program details and questions and
answers. It also provides program
applications, sign-up forms, anc
other important material sfromgov-
ernment agencies on farm bill
implementation and contains ad-
vanced electronic applications tc
help program applicants receive
program benefits faster and more
efficiently.

Kansas Farm Bureau also has
web site www.kfb.org. This web
site includes pictures of the local
Farm Bureau county activities, in-
formationon KansasAgNews, na-
tional news, local weather anc
maps, equipment appraisal
searches, marketingtool sand much
more.

NewArrivals

Patrick ThomasOlson

Nathan Olson welcomeshisnew
brother, Patrick ThomasOlson, who
wasborn at 10:16 p.m. on Dec. 30,
2002. He weighed 8 pounds, 8
ouncesandwas20incheslong. Par-
ents are Jon and Cindy Olson of
Woodridge, Ill. Grandparents are
DaveandMarty Olson, Oberlin,and
Brad and Rhonda Dooley, Long
Grove, Ill. Great-grandparents are
Jimand Grace Schroer, Manhattan;
Alden and Macalene Olson, Mc-
Donald; Laverne and Leona Doo-
ley, and Nola Hiland, Ottawa, IlI.,
and thelate ThomasHiland.

Millicent Brown

Kurt and Vaerie Brown are the
parents of a daughter, Millicent
Christine, born Jan. 7, 2003, in
Quinter. Sheweighed 7 pounds, 14

ouncesandwas 19 1/2 incheslong.
GrandparentsareGalenand Eleanor
Augustine, Lenora, and Doyle anc
Kay Brown, Jennings. Great-grand-
parents are Christina Augustine,
Ellis; Daeand Agnes Swank, Gar-
den City, and Mildred Tacha, Jenn-
ings.

Brooklyn Diederich

Gene and Angela Diederich of
McPherson are the parents of &
daughter, Brooklyn Danae. Shewas
born Jan. 4, 2003, at 11:52 a.m.,
weighed 5 pounds, 11 1/2 ounces,
andwas181/2incheslong. Shehas
asister, MadalynRenea. Grandpar-
entsareGerald Diederich, Oberlin;
Joni Brietling, Hillsboro, and Neil
Heim, Canton. Great-grandmothers
areNolaHeim, Canton, and Matilde
Diederich, Oberlin.

Girl Scout cookieson sale

The Girl Scouts of Sunflower
Council will begintakingordersfor
Girl Scout cookies on Friday and
continue through Feb. 7. Cookies
will bedeliveredtheweek of Feb. 25
through March 14.

Theywill beoffering ThinMints,
Caramel del ites, Peanut Butter Pat-
ties, Peanut Butter Sandwiches,
Shortbread and Animal Treasures.
They a sohaveReduced Fat Lemon

1855 S. Range ¢ Colby, KS
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Pastry Cremesand the newest vari-
ety, Friendship Circles. They are $3
per box.

Proceeds are used to help girls
learn all kinds of life skillsinclud-
ing goal setting, communication,
teamwork and economic indepen-
dence. Lessthan one-third of the $3
goesto pay for the cookies. There-
mainder stays in the community.
For details, call 475-2394.




