Board
tolook at
options

The community facilities advi-
sory committeehopesto haveaten-
tative plan to the Oberlin School
Board for updates and renovations
at thegradeand high school sby the
end of April.

Mark Olson, a member of the
group, said that may be cutting
thingsalittleclose, but thecommit-
tee hopesto meet thedeadline.

AtameetingMonday, Jan. 13, he
told theschool boardtherewasn’ta
lot of new information, but reviewed
what had already been done.

Hesa dthecommitteehaslooked
at all theneedsinbothof theschools
that people who attended commu-
nity meetings said wereimportant.

Thegroup hascomeup withfour
optionsof what todowiththebuild-
ings. Dr. Olson said the group then
challenged the numbers on the op-
tions, which were provided by the
architects.

The group had talked to various
contractorsand comeupwithdiffer-
ent numbers. Dr. Olson said they
should have new numbers back by
theend of the month.

Theplanisto haveasurvey with
thefour optionsand numbersready
for the next board meeting, said Dr.
Olson. After that, it will betakento
the peopl e so they can decide what
they think needstobedoneandwhat
they would pay for.

The committee knows that the
areaisin an extreme drought, said
Dr. Olson, the worst it has been
probably inthelast 100 years. This
year isn’t the right time to put a
school plantoavote, hesaid, butthe
committee wants to come up with
the best plan and what the people
want. When it istime to vote, the
boardwill havetheoptiontogowith
what the committee hasdone.

“We are excited about educa-
tion,” said Dr. Olson. “Our whole
committee stands 100 percent be-
hindfixing our facilitiesthebestwe
can and doing what we can afford.”

First National Bankisundergo-
ing afacelift, which will include
an updated vault, an additional
office, extraset of doors, and new
carpet and wall coverings.

They have been talking about
the changes since First National
bought the building from Com-
mercial Federal inJune2001, said
BranchManager MarilynNoone.

Thevaultworkisbeingredone,
shesaid, becauseitisarated vault
and hasto be updated for fireand
security ratings.

The preliminary work at the
bank started on Jan. 14 with the
actual remodeling started on Jan.
17.

Mrs. Noone said the whole
project shouldbedoneby thefirst
of March.

First National has safety de-

WITHROLLERINHAND, anemployeefrom Schultz’ sof St. Francis, wasbusy wall-

papering thevault at First National Bank aspart of the renovation project.
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

Bank updatesvault, Jorucesup

posit boxes which are stored in a
stand aonevault. Oncethevaultis
brought uptoratings, theboxeswill
be moved. Mrs. Noone said the
vault, which is the main project of
the renovation, will also be more
secure.

Thebank staff hasal sodonesome
rearranging, including redoing the
teller linesto give customersbetter
accesstotheboxes.

Thesouthsideof thelobby will be
enclosedtomakeathirdoffice. Mrs.
Noonesaidthey arewaiting onma-
terialsfor thosewalls.

The new carpet and wall paper
will match thosein other First Na-
tional branches.

Mrs. Noone said the center
counterinthelobby will betakenout
andreplacedwith comfortabl e seat-
ingfor customerswho needtowait.

There will also be aset of air
lock doors added on the front of
thebuilding, sobasically custom-
erswill havetwo setsof doorsto
comethrough.

All thiswork isbeing done by
area people, said Mrs. Noone.
Theelectrical work wasdoneby
Amstar Electric of Oberlin. Oth-
ersincluded in the project are
Colby Glass, Scott Schultz of St.
Francis, and Dennis Saint Con-
struction of Goodland. Thevault
work was done by Bill Watkins
from Missouri.

Mrs. Noone said that during
theproject, customer servicewill
not be affected.

The renovation won't change
any services; itisbeing donejust
to update appearances and
freshen up theplace.

Council discusseswadgtetreatment options

Oberlin has afew options at the
sewer treatment plant to meet new
requirementsset by thestateby De-
cember 2005, the city’s engineers

Thaniel Monaco, withMiller and
Associates, toldthe City Council on
Tuesday, Jan. 14, that the require-
ments were set by the Kansas De-
partment of Health and Environ-
ment and the city hastwo yearsto
meet them.

The McCook firm has already
started the groundwork for the
project, hesaid.

Oneof thebiggest thingsthecity
hasto do is deal with waste sludge
at theplant.

* Wet haul, which means pump-
ingitout asaliquidand haulingtoa
field and dumpingit.

e Aninjector, which injects the
sludgeinto the ground.

« A sludgedryingbed. Dry sludge
could behauled off later and spread
onfields.

Mr. Monaco said they need to
look at wet-weather flows before
they canget aplantogether, butthey
haven’ t hadtheneeded wet weather.

By August, hesaid, hewouldlike
tohaveafinished plan sohecan sub-
mitittothestate.

What the city can’t do isuse the
sludgelagoonsor holding pondsas
they are now without having them

Mr. Monacosaidthey areaready
working on the first phase of the
project. He presented the council
withthesecond phaseof theproject,
whichwasbrokeninto four tasks.

During the second phase, the
company will look at the existing
facilities, study atreatment process,
look at a disinfecting system and
then recommend improvements.

The cost for the second phaseis
$14,740.

Mr. Monaco said thecity will re-
celvehillsaseachtaskiscompleted.
All of theoptionswill includewhat
type of equipment the city would
need, hesaid.

CouncilmanJay Andersonasked

thought tocompletely recyclingthe
water from the plant. Mr. Monaco
said there is a process for that and
Californiahasdonepilot projectson
it, but he doesn’t know if it will fly.

Councilman Ken Shobe asked if
thecouncil neededtomakeamotion
to approve the pay schedule that
night. Mr. Monaco said they could
look at it first.

Mr. Shobe asked how thiswould
affect the city budget. Councilman
StanMcEvoy saidhedidn’tremem-
ber budgeting for it.

Thecouncil decidedtolook at the
planat their meeting Thursday, Feb.
6. They asked City Administrator
Gary Shike to talk with Treasurer
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Commissone's
hold ceremony
tochangepogtions

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The Decatur County commis-
sionersheldtheir annual “ changing
of thedrawers’ ceremony last Tues-
day morning, gently sliding two
drawersout of their tableand mov-
ing themtotheir new places.

With Commissioner Pat Glenn
being elected chairwoman for this
year, shemoved her drawer fromthe
end of the table to the middle and
outgoing Chairman Doyle Brown
moved his from the middle to the
end.

Thepracticewasadopted because
itwaseasi er than cleaningthedraw-
ers out and moving the contentsto
another.

The commissioners took a short
break about an hour into the meet-
ing to honor CommissionersRalph
Unger and Brown with certificates
for service. Mr. Unger has been a
commissioner for the last 30 years
and Mr. Brownfor thelast 10.

CommissionerstalkedwithNox-
ious Weed Director Gaylen Hunt-
ley, who islooking for aroadside
sprayer truck. Originally he and
Road and Bridge Supervisor Tim
Stallman were going to pay for the
truck out of both budgetsand get a
newer truck. Withtherecent cutsto
theroad and bridge budget because
of state cutbacks, Mr. Huntley pre-
sented bidsfor afew used truckshe
had found.

Mr.Huntley saidhefounda1991
truck that could be purchased for
around $40,000 andthenthey would
haveto add thespray equipment for
around $22,000.

Therewasnodecisionmade. The
commissionerssuggested hel ook at
diesel truckstoo.

Mr. Huntley saidthey arerebuild-
ing their chemical room, including
working on thefloor and puttingin
anew entrance. He said he found
somepalletsto go under the chemi-

cal barrelsin casethey leak.

Hehasalso been checkinginto e
mosquito control unitfor thedepart-
ment. It would be used to spray
puddles and water where mosqui-
toes are found. Mr. Huntley gave
somepamphl etstothecommission-
ers.

In other business, commission-
ers.

» Held afive-minute closed ses-
sion with Mr. Huntley for non-
elected personnel. Therewasnoac-
tion taken.

» Talked with Emergency Pre-
parednessDirector Bert Cool about
money fromtheK ansasDepartment
of Transportationandwhat it canbe
spent on. The County has $5,331
and would liketo useit for the am-
bulance department, but Mr. Cool
said hewill need to check.

* Approvedacontracttoallow the
Vance Co. to stockpileroad materi-
alsinJennings.

* Named The Oberlin Herald as
the county newspaper.

« Approvedawaiver of Generally
Accepted Accounting Principlesfor
theaudit.

* Transferred $10,000 into the
landfill fund fromthegeneral fund.

» Approved around $3,000 trans-
fer to the county extension func
from empl oyee benefits.

« Signed aresol ution sayingthere
would be no pay raises until the
commissioners decide the money
wasavailable.

e Decided that reimbursement
will be 36 cents amile for county
employees.

» Approved seven change orders
for the tax rolls; abatement of twc
minera interestsfor Betty Huff, an
oil abatement for Damar Resources,
an abatement for Brett Robuck, &
mineral abatement for DonL awson,
anabatement for Elmer Kathkaanc
an addition for George Addleman.

Fifth\Wednesday event planned

The Oberlin Business Alliance
will hold its Fifth Wednesday cel-
ebration today with snacks down-
town.

Each alliance business will have

snacksfrom4:30t06:30p.m. today.
Businesses that are participating
will haveasigninthewindow.
Everyone isinvited to come
downtowntoshopand haveasnack.

HOUSE AUCTION

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2003 10:30A.M.
SALE LOCATION: 451 OTWAY ST., HERNDON, KS
(In case of bad weather, sale will be held at the Senior Center, Herndon, KS)
SELLER: ALVINA KOGL ESTATE
CLEMENSL. KOGL, EXECUTOR

Therearethreeoptions, hesaid:  lined.

ROOM FOR EVERYTHING!

This beautiful, 2 bedroom, with
full, finished basement ranch
home has double car attached
garage plus 24'x40' detached, |
heated garage with cement floor | | = . |
and water ideal for camper or |
wor kshop.

=

Call for an appointment today!

Call ustoday about our newly listed homes!

Office — 785-475-2785
Lynn's Mobile — 785-475-8514 — Roberta’'s Mobile 785-475-7156
Jackie Votapka — 785-475-3963
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real-estate.com

Johnson Realty, Inc..

Roberta Johnson, Broker — Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker _
Jacqueline Votapka, Sales Associate p
109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749

WE’LL PUBLISH YOUR BOOK
AND THEN HELP SELL IT!

To publish your own book is
easier than you think — and not that costly.

LEATHERS PUBLISHING
4500 College Blvd. » Overland Park, KS 66211

Publisher of great self-published books
by Kansas authors — at affordable prices.

Editing ¢ Complete Production ¢ Marketing

Call 1-888-888-7696

www.leatherspublishing.com

if the company had given any DeannaCastle about themoney.

Great Selection...Great Vielue!

1999 Ford Mustang -- V-6, Automatic, Power
Windows and Locks, Tilt, Cruise, CD, Rear Spoiler,
Alloy Wheels, Torreador Red, Only 10,000 Miles.

1999 Pontiac Grand Am GT -- 2 Door, V-6, Auto-
matic, Sport Bucket Seats, Full Power, CD, Spoiler,
Moonroof, Cast Aluminum Wheels, Only 38,000
Miles.

1999 Pontiac Grand Am SE -- 2 Door, V-6, CD,
Rear Spoiler, P/W, P/Locks, Sharp. Only 20,000
Miles.

1997 Mercury Grand Marquis LS -- Deluxe
Leather Seating, Dual Power Seats, Alloy Wheels,
Full Size Comfort. Super clean car. Only 45,000
Miles.

1997 Ford Ranger Supercab 4X4 -- STX Trim, 4.0
Litre V-6, Auto, P/W, P/Lock’s, Cast Aluminum Wheels,
Tube Steps, Extra Clean Truck. Higher Mileage

1997 Dodge 1/2 Ton Regular Cab Pickup -- 4x4,
360 V-8, Auto, Trailer Tow, SLT Trim, Nice truck! Only
41,000 Miles.

1993 Lincoln Continental -- Signhature Series,
Leather Seats, Automatic Climate Control, Dual
Power Seats. None Cleaner. Only 69,000 Miles.

1998 Chevy 1500 P.U. Supercab -- 4X4, Silverado,
Alloy Wheels, Full Power. Only 61,000 Miles.

FULL SERVICE SHOP
SFULL TIME TECHNICIANS

WE SERVICE WHAT WE SELL

WALTER MOTOR CO.

P.O. BOX 472 — 124 S. SECOND ST.
NORTON, KANSAS 67654
800-479-3112 — 785-877-3112

OPEN HOUSE FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7,2-5P.M
AND SATURDAY FROM 8A.M.UNTIL SALETIME
451 Otway St., Herndon, Kansas

This 1,088 square foot bungalow-style home with
partial, unfinished basement and attached garage
issited on two lots and was built in 1910. The home
has two bedrooms, family room, kitchen, bath,
laundry room, new siding, roof and central air and
heat.

-~

FOR TOUR OF THISHOME CALL LISTING AGENT, JOE D. GREEN (785) 322-5583.

TERMS: 15% down day of sale, balance with certified funds at
closing which will be on or before March 8, 2003. Titleinsurance will
beissued, with cost to be split equally between Seller and Buyer.
TAXES: 2002 taxes were $149.14.

POSSESSION: Day of closing.

LEGAL: That tract of land originally platted as L ots Five (5) and
Six (6) of Block Numbered Five (5) of the Original town (now City)
of Herndon, and described as follows: Commencing at a point two
Hundred forty feet (240") West of the southwest corner of Lot Six (6)
in Block Four (4) of Herndon, Kansas as a place of beginning, thence
one hundred forty feet (140') West, thence one hundred feet (100')
North, thence one hundred forty feet (140') East, thence one
hundred feet (100") South to said point of beginning.

Johnson Realty, Inc.

109 North Wolf
Oberlin, KS 67749

Call Roberta Johnson, Broker — Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker for information.
(785) 475-2785 or Maobiles (785) 475-8514 or (785) 475-7156

Jecqueline Votapka,

Joe D. Green, Roger Emigh, Randy Ostmeyer, Salesperson

JOHNSON REALTY, INC.AND ITSAGENTSARE ACTING ASSELLER'SAGENT AND NOT
AGENT OF THE BUYER.

TERMS: Not responsible for accidents. All guarantees between Buyer and Seller. Announcements day of sale take precedence over
printed material.




