The Decatur County commis-
sioners, county attorney and county
healthadministrator |ooked at acon-
tract with Kansas Department of
Health and Environment for bio-
terrorismmoney and decidedtosign
itat their meeting Tuesday morning.

Health Administrator Marilyn
Gamblin said the contract goes to
the Kansas Department of Health
and Environment, which adminis-
tersthe money for the federal gov-
ernment. Each of theeight counties
hasto sign acontract to receivethe
money. Nortonwill betheadminis-
trative county.

The money will come through
Norton County, said Ms. Gamblin,
each county in the group gets
$10,000.

Some of the money will be used
to hireaperson for disease surveil-
lanceandtobeinchargeof therules
and regulations for bioterrorism.
Thecontract hastobesentinby Jan.
31, shesaid.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
said hesentthecontract totheattor-
ney general’ sofficefor comment.

The commissioners signed the
contract but are still waiting for
comment fromtheattorney general.

Ms. Gamblin said she will also
receive$23,000fromabioterrorism
grant. She said she had to write the
plan for thismoney. The first ver-
sion has been sent to the state and
was sent back with suggestionsfor
changes. She has revised the plan
and sent in back to the Department
of Health and Environment.

Sofar, shesaid shehasreceiveda
little over $11,000 of themoney.

Isthemoney for thehealthdepart-
ment or for thewhol ecounty?asked
Commissioner Doyle Brown. Ms.
Gamblinsaiditisfor thedepartment
and each emergency entity had a
chancefor the grant money.

Sheriff KenBadsky saidhedidn’t
think there was bioterrorism grant
money for hisoffice.

Mrs. Gamblinsaid sheislooking
at alap top computer with some of
the grant money. She had two bids
one from Dunkers in Atwood and
the other from Office Works in
Colby.

The commissioners suggested
shegowiththeoneshethinkswould
be best. The commissionersdidn’t
haveto approveit since the money
isfrom agrant and not the budget.

Ms. Gamblin said she used some
of the emergency preparedness
grant money from the Kansas De-
partment of Transportation to get
boots, glovesand suitsin caseof an
emergency.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

* Heardtheannual healthfair has
beenscheduledfor Friday, April 25.

e Heard Ms. Gamblinisworking
on the compliancewith Health In-
surance Portability Accountability
Act. Shesaidwhenit getscloser, she
said, shewill be back to talk to the
commissionersabout it.

Sarviceends
INn Norcatur

Nor’West Newspaper’s Internet
division, nwkansas.com, shut
down its operationsin Norcatur as
of Saturday.

President Steve Haynes said that
heregrettedthedecisiontoclosethe
service in Norcatur, but that there
werenolonger enough customersto
support it. In the end, there were
only about 12 paying customers,
lessthan half the number needed to
pay costsof the system.

The company started providing
Internet serviceto Norcatur several
yearsago when no oneelsewasdo-
ing so, hesaid. Sincethen, however,
several other companieshavecome
into the area and there are not
enough customersto go around.

The service has been housed in
thelibrary, and Chief Financial Of-
ficer Cynthia Haynes said that the
city and City Clerk/Librarian Chris
Dempewolf have helped keep
thingsgoing for the service.

The closure of the Norcatur ser-
vicewill not affect nwkansas.com
serviceelsewhere.
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ASH L EY STRAGEY receivedher booster tetanusshot from  and there are still around 50 students who need the shots be-
Health Department Administrator Marilyn Gamblin Friday foreschool startsnext year.
morningat thehigh school. Ms. Gamblingavearound 50 shots

Health adminigtrator givesshotsat school

Decatur County Health Adminis-
trator Marilyn Gamblin spent Fri-
day morning trying to get students
at Decatur Community High School
up to speed ontheir vaccines.

Ms. Gamblinsaidaround 105 stu-
dentsneeded atetanusshot. Shesaid
kids are suppose to get a booster

tetanus shot, but because of the na-
tionwide shortage on the vaccine,
they hadn’t been able to receive
them. Manufacturers weren’t pro-
ducing thevaccinefast enough and
the demand grew, said Ms. Gam-
blin.

For the last three years, the stu-

dents haven't been able to receive
theshot, shesaid.

Before she went to the school,
permission slips were sent out to
parents, shesaid. Theshotscost $15.

Ms. Gamblin said she did about
50 shots altogether, which left half
of the students still needing them.

— Herald staff photo by Karla Jones

Shesaidif those studentsdo not re-
ceive the tetanus booster before
school startsnextyear, they will not
beallowed to take clases.
Commissioner Doyle Brown
askedif Ms. Gamblinwasplanning
ongoingtoJenningstodotheshots.
Shesaid shewould check intoit.

County, city planjoint meetingtodiscussj ail

The Decatur County commis-
sionersand Oberlin City Council are
planning ajoint meeting sometime
next week.

County Clerk MarilynHorn said
City Administrator Gary Shikehad
calledandthecouncil saidthat week
would work, so the commissioners
agreedthat Monday, Feb. 10, would
work best for them.

Sheriff Ken Badsky asked com-
missionerstotalk about thejail con-
tract between thecity and county at
the meeting. Now the contract sets
achargeof $20aday for thefirst 10
daysandthen $10for eachday after
that.

Sheriff Badsky asked that it just
be changed to a straight $10 a day
per person.

He said he would like to add a
bookingfeesincethecounty doesall
of the booking. The state charges
$45 aperson, hesaid, but it doesn’ t
have to be that high. He said he
wouldlikethecounty toget paidfor

At their meeting last Tuesday
morning, the Decatur County com-
missioners:

* Approved the purchase of a car-
diac monitor for the Ambulance De-
partment. Story on Page 5A.

+ Talked about a joint meeting be-
tween them and the Oberlin City
Council. Story on Page to left.

County Roundup

+ Signed a contract with the Kan-
sas Department of Health and Envi-
ronment so the health department
here could get bioterrorism grant
money. Story on Page far left.

+ Decided to hold a silent auction
for confiscated vehicles and used
county vehicles starting on Monday,
Feb. 10. Story on Page 10A.

itstime.

At present, he said, the county
sendsabill tothecity in December
for thefull year of usefor thejail.

If thecity wantsto, they canruna
cell inthejail, said Sheriff Badsky.
They wouldthen beresponsiblefor
bookingtheperson, doing thelaun-
dry and cooking for them.

Sheriff Badsky saidhewouldlike
to seethe contract rewritten soitis

simpler.

The sheriff said the high school
recently practiced alockdown in
casethereisanemergency. Hesaid
hewastold the school will start do-
ingtheseon aregular basislikefire
drillsand added that hewould like
to see the courthouse have a
lockdown drill justin case.

If thereisanarmed robbery or an
occasion where there is an armed

Commissoner sdiscusspostions

Decatur County commissioners
discussed two township positions
that haven't been filled at a recent
meeting.

Harlan Townshiphasyettofill the
trustee position and Finley Town-
shiphasn’tfilled thetreasurer spot.
Commissionersheardthat Kathryn
Van Meter or Earnest Huff have
been suggestedforthejobinHarlan
Township and asked County Clerk
Marilyn Horn to contact them.

They asked her towritealetter to
township officials to see who they
wouldliketoholdtheposition, since
no one had been suggested.

Commissioners al so talked with
Ambulance Director Patrick Pom-
eroy, whosaidthepast week wasthe
first in awhile that the department
hadn’t received any money.

In 2002, he said, the department
brought in $33,000 in payment for
services.

He said he had met with Dr. Ri-
chard May about all theambulance
callsin 2002 and received a clean
bill of health.

Mr. Pomeroy said he thought he
might have adifference of opinion
with the ambulance committee on
what they want tobeincluded onthe
new vehicle. He said he would be
meeting with acot manufacturer to
look at cotsfor it.
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Commissioner Pat Glenn asked
Mr. Pomeroy if he had called the
Oberlin Modern Woodmen of
America about money they raised
for the department. He said he
hadn’t yet, so sheasked if hewould
so they would know what is going
on.

The commissioners talked with
Jack Metcalf, whoisworkingonthe
Oberlin Speedway. Mr. Metcal f
saidhemetwiththefair board about
the track and they said they would
pledge $5,500 matchingfundsfor a
fence.

Mr. Metcalf said they have re-
ceivedabidfor $3,600for thelights
at thetrack and heisgettingaquote
fromalocal company too.

In other business, commission-
ers:

 Talked with Emergency Pre-
parednessDirector Bert Cool about
grant money from the Kansas De-
partment of Transportation. Hesaid
thereisalist of thingsthat can be
purchasedwithitfor theambulance,

fire, sheriff and health departments.
Fire Chief Bill Cathcart hasn’t had
achancetolook at thelist yet. The
commissionerssuggested Mr. Cool
call Mr. Cathcart.

* Held afive-minute closed ses-
sion for non-elected personnel.
Therewasno action.

* Heard the hospital has made a
$36,000 profit since it became an
independent facility in April.

 Approved Jack Benton bereap-
pointed the Western Prairie Re-
source Conservation and Devel op-
ment board.

* Approved acontract from Cor-
porate Plan, the county’ shealthin-
surance provider, for vision care.

« Begantalking about theholiday
schedule for 2003. They approved
aresolutiontobeclosed after 3p.m.
on New Year'sEve and Christmas
Eve, and be closed all day New
Year's Day, President’s Day, Me-
morial Day, Independence Day,
Labor Day, VeteransDay, Thanks-
giving, and ChristmasDay.

HOUSE AUCTION

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2003 10:30A.M.
SALE LOCATION: 451 OTWAY ST., HERNDON, KS
(In case of bad wesather, sale will be held at the Senior Center, Herndon, KS)
SELLER: ALVINA KOGL ESTATE
CLEMENSL.KOGL, EXECUTOR

OPEN HOUSE FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7,2-5PM

AND SATURDAY FROM 8A.M.UNTIL SALETIME
For atour of thishome, call listing agent Joe. D. Green (785) 322-5583

Johnson Realty, Inc.

109 North Wolf - Oberlin, KS 67749

Call Roberta Johnson, Broker — Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker for information. ;'
(785) 475-2785 or Mobiles (785) 475-8514 or (785) 475-7156

personlooseinthecounty, thesher-
iff said, the dispatcher is supposed
tocall theschools, hospital and The
Gateway. Sheriff Badsky said it
would beagood ideafor the court-
house employees to know what to
dointhat kind of situationorif there
is an armed person in the court-
house.

Sheriff Badsky saidhewouldlike
to talk about a plan at the next de-
partment head meeting.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

« Talked briefly about a contract
between the county and fair board
for theracetrack. County Attorney
SteveHirschsaidthereshouldbean
existing contract between the pro-
moter and fair board. The original
contract wasn'’t signed.

« Certified the population and
evaluationfor thefirefightersrelief
fund, from which the department
getsmoney back from the state.

School
getsnew
vault pit

Several volunteersare putting in
the new pole vault pit at Decatur
Community High School.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt tolc
the school board at their Monday,
Jan. 13, mestingthat thework onthe
runway and the pit had started. He
said the runway will be 10 feet
shorter than originally planned anc
alittlenarrower, but it will work.

The volunteers have started to
work on the concrete pit on nice
days, hesaid. Themat will beplaceo
over theconcrete pit, and therewill
beashelter tokeepthemat out of the
elements.

Mr. Glodt said extra concrete
neededfor thework will cost around
$400 morethan expected.

Theceilingfanswhichthealumni
association donated for the senior
high gym are here, he said. Volun-
teershave beenlined upto helpin-
stall thefans.

Over thewinter break, the boarc
agreed to have ServiceMaster tc
come out and redo thefloorsin the
someof thebathroomsand showers.
Mr.Glodt saidtheprojectdidn’tturn
out as well as he thought it would.
Theworkerscameout andsaidyears
ago an acid must have been used on
the shower floors, so they couldn’t
be stripped and cleaned. Mr. Glodt
said the floorsin the bathrooms dc
look better.

The new fixtures and automatic
flushers were installed and every-
thing went well.

Board Member Dan\Wasson saio
hehad heard good commentsabout
thefloors.

Hesaidfaucetsat thegradeschool
canbedonefor around $2 eachwith
agrand total of around $667.

In other business, the board:

* Heard a new garbage disposal
had to be put into the high school at
acost of $900.

 Taked briefly about putting &
sprinkler system infor the practice
field. Therewasno decision made.

LyricArtsTrio
toperform

TheLyricArtsTriowill perform
at 3 p.m. on Sunday at the Atwooc
High School Auditorium.

They will givetheir“Languageof
Love” presentation for aromantic
Valentine’ sshow. Thetrioincludes
Elena Lence Talley, clarinetist;
SuzanneHillisAckin, soprano, anc
Daniel Velicer, pianist.

Itissponsored by Western Plains
ArtsAssociation. Admission at the
dooris$8for adults, $4 for students
or by season pass.




