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You might get asurprise

If legalsaren

Tryingtoturnnearly acentury and ahalf of
practiceand tradition, Kansas citieswant the
Legidatureto allow them to stop publishing
ordinances, reportsandthelikeinnewspapers.

The Kansas League of Municipalitiesis
pushingbillsintheHouseand Senatetoallow
legal notices to be made on the Internet in-
stead. The league claims the ideaisto save
money, but asusual, thepublicwill bethelos-
ers.

It s not agood ideato abandon newspaper
publication, for several reasons.

For onething, insmall-townKansas, every-
onereadsthe paper. And studiesshow that up
to half the readers of atypical community
newspaper regularly read thelegal notices.

That’ swhat thelaw intendswhenitrequires
publicationof notices—al ot apeoplewill see
them.

That won't be so easy to accomplish onthe
Internet, wherethecity or county would bein
control of itsown web site. The legals might
or might not beeasy tofind. There' dbenoway
to know how many people actually took the
troubletoread them. Andcitiesmight or might
not createeasy linkstolegal sthey didn’t want
peopleto see.

Withnewspaper publication, thencticesare
“pushed” out to people. They go into homes
and offices where people read the paper.
Someoneaffected by azoning changeor anew
ordinancehasachancetoread aboutitand do
something to changeit.

That’ sdemocracy in action.

't published

On the Internet, peoplefirst would haveto
know what to look for. They likely won’t be
browsingthecity’ shomepage. Sounlessthey
know asardinecannery isgoinginnext door,
they won't seethe zoning change proposal.

Internet sitesrequire usersto dig into them
to find items. Newspapers put them out for
everyoneto see.

Andthat’ sthebest reasontokeepthingsthe
way they are.

There’ sanother, though. A typical western
Kansascounty might pay thelocal newspaper
$5,000-$10,000 ayear for legal notices. That
may sound likealot, but it’ snot much in the
city or county budget. Tothe state’ ssmallest
newspapers, though, it might bethedifference
between survival and disaster.

Do our cities and counties need to save
money so badly that they’ Il nolonger support
their newspaper? Will peoplebe happy if the
city savesafew bucks, but the local newspa-
per dies?

Themoney may not beimportant to big pa-
pers, butitsureistothelittleones. Likesmall,
rural school districts, many arebarely getting
by.

Another thing, many Kansas newspapers
already post legal notices on the Internet, so
there’ s no need for citiesto pay someone to
doitalso.

Allinall,thisisjustnotagoodidea. It should
not makeit past hearingsthisweek, not when
thestate hasafiscal crisistoworry about.

—SeveHaynes

Goodland paper drops'’ dally

With the switch to twice-weekly
publication and all-local news to-
day, TheGoodland Sar-Newsjoins
ahandful of other Kansas publica-
tionsthat madetheplungeinthelast
coupleof years.

TheHiawathaWorld, Beloit Call,
Russell County News and The
Norton Telegramall have dropped

AIongtheSappa
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“daily” from their namein the last

couple of years, al for about the
same reason.

They weren’tmakingany money.

Therearestill ahandful of really
small dailies in the state, those
around 2,000 circulation. The
ConcordiaBlade-Empireisthelarg-
est of thelot, reporting 2,357 circu-
lationthisfall. The next-largest pa-
per isThe Clay Center Dispatch, at
3,109, quiteajump.

It' shardto say how thesurviving
dailiesare doing. Three of the nine
are owned by the Liberty group,
which maintains a ring of papers
around Wichita, in Derby, Augusta
and Pratt.

(FromtheBibI@
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... bethoustrongtherefore,
and shew thyself aman; And
keepthechargeof theL ordthy
God, to walk in hisways, to
keephisstatutes, and hiscom-
mandments, and his judg-
ments, and histestimonies, as
itiswritten. . that thou mayest
prosper in al that thou doest,
and whithersoever thou
turnest thyself . . .. 1 Kings
2:2b,3

Independent small dailiesinclude
Concordia, the Tiller and Toiler in
Larned (lovethat name), TheLyons
Daily News, Council Grove Repub-
lican, Colby Free Press and The
Columbus Daily Advocate, way
downin southeast Kansas.

It's hard to say what the future
holdsfor these papers, even Colby,
whichisowned by our company (as
istheNorton Telegram).

OneL.iberty paper,inWellington,

triedtopublishfour daysaweek, but
eventually returned to five. At
present, therearenofour-day papers
in Kansas, and only a couple of
three-day publications.

Twice-weekly papersarerare.

We changed because we had to,
true enough, but also because of a
firm conviction that what people
really want fromtheir newspaperis
local news. And that’ swhat wein-
tendto provide.

Teacher appreciatessupport

TotheEditor:

| would liketo takethis opportu-
nity to thank the Decatur Area
Chamber of Commercefor thesur-
prise and recognition at the recent
Chamber banquet. Itreally meansa
lottomeandisanawardinwhich|
include my colleaguesand friends.

It would be impossible to be an
“outstanding educator” if | wasn't
part of anoutstanding school system
and community. | have awaysfelt
that Oberlin has had more than its
share of excellent teachers and ad-
ministratorswho challengeand en-
courage students to work. | have
been proud to be part of this for the
past 24 years and appreciate al the
support | have been given.

L etter
totheEditor

It would be impossible without
the efforts of many students who
have been a part of the vocal pro-
gram throughout the years. | have
awaysexpected Oberlinstudentsto
be a“cut above’ therest, and they
have never disappointed me.

To Mary Lohoefener, the
“world’s best accompanist,” my
family andfriends, again, my thanks
for al you do. | consider myself a
very blessed educator.

Susan Nelson, Oberlin
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Latearrlvalsdon tgeton board

We were expendable. The last
ones.

“Y oumust betheHayneses,” the
smilingwomanat theairport gatein
Phoenix said. “We have to re-ac-
commodateyou. Wehadtoclosethe
door.”

“Closethedoor?’ | thought. “ So
openitandlet uson. You knew we
werelate. [twasyour fault wewere
late. That plane hasn't |eft yet. The
jetway’ sstill inplace. Openthedoor
and let uson the plane. We'retired
and wewant to go home.”

“You'rethelasttwo,” thesmiling
womanwascontinuing. “Wecoul d-
n'twait.”

“Wait! Wait!” my brain cried.
“That’'s all we've been doing all
day.”

We' djust spent aweek in sunny
Mexico. We' d been sunbathing,
swimming in the ocean, deep-sea
fishing and enjoying the country-
side. It wasagreat vacation.

Now our most vivid memoriesof
the trip were going to be not being
allowed to board the aircraft in
Phoenix that would take usto Den-
ver sowe could go home.

| wasangry. Stevewasangry. As
wetalked to thewoman at the desk
her smile became more and more
fixed.

We didn’t shout. We didn’t
threaten. We didn’t even jump up
and down.

But we did say that we were not
happy with AmericaWest Airlines.

After several days — this hap-
pened on Thursday — I’ m still not
happy with AmericaWest. Not be-
cause| hadtowait for another hour
forthenextflight. Not becausel had
towalk acountry mileto get to the
gate for the next flight to Denver.
Not becausethey weremeanto us.

I’mangry becausethey didn’ ttell
uswhat washappening. They didn’t
tell uswhy thingswere— or inthis
case weren't happening. And they
didn’t helpuswhenweneeded it.

Theplanewaslategettingintothe
airportinMexico. Wewereontime,
and sat and sat and sat waiting for it

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com
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toarrive. When it finally did come
in, we all crowded aboard and
waited to take off.

Nothing happened. The captain
came on the intercom and intro-
duced himself and hiscrew and said
that we would be late leaving the
gate because a pair of passengers
hadn’t shown up and their luggage
wouldhavetobetakenoff theplane.

We sat. Suddenly, two rows up
and on the other side of the planea
woman started yelling, “ Those are
our bags. They’re taking our bags
off theplane.”

That got things moving. The
stewardessran to their seat and got
their names and then checked with
the captain.

Someonehad missed pullingtheir
boarding passes.

| had beenwonderingwhowould
take their bags to an airport in
Mexico and then not get on the
plane. It's not asif they ran across
the street for ataco. The airport is
just likeinthe U.S. — It'sin the
middleof nowhere. A simpleques-
tionover theintercomastowhether
John and Jane Doe were aboard
would have saved us 20 minutes.

Afterthebagswererestowed, we
taxied to the end of the runway and
sat for another half hour intheMexi-
can sunwhilenot athing moved.

No onetold uswhat was happen-
ing so | figured that:

* It wassiestatime and everyone
took anap.

e Itwaslunchtimeandtheair traf-
fic controller wasout of histower.

* Thecaptain had | ost acontact.

On the way up, the crew didn’t
even bother to explain to people

what todo about connectionsor how
theairlinecould. Maybethey knew
it wouldn’t be much.

Wehad 10 minutesin Phoenix tc
gothroughimmigrationandreclaim
our checked bags. Thefederal offi-
cials, Customs and Transportation
Security, ran us through in recorc
time, but our bags were the last tc
comeoff the plane.

We had no idea where we were
going. Noonehadtolduswhichgate
andtheir wasnoonetellinguswhere
to go aswegot off the plane. There
Wasno passenger servicerepresen-
tative to help. Budget cuts, | sup-
pose.

Westopped at amonitor for asec-
ondtoget our bearingsandran some
more. All for naught.

Wegotto Denver and our friends,
who had madethefirst plane, were
still therewaiting for their luggage.
It came on the plane with us, sowe
really didn’tloseany time.

I’ mstill not happy with American
West, and I' [l be reluctant to take
that airlineagain. But our problems
weresmall.

On the bus to get our car we sat
next to aman who was heading for
the hotel. His flight to Oklahome
City had been canceled. Hewastol o
itwasequipmentfailure. ltwas7:30
p.m.andhewouldn’t get out of Den-
ver until 11 thenext day. Hewasn't
very happy with Frontier, knowing
that hewould lose awhol e day anc
that he had no way to contact his
family totell them hewould belate.

Frontier.Ohjoy. That’ stheairline
I’'m taking to Washington next
month.

Senator dogged by questions

DaretobeaDanidl; daretostand
alone.

Daretohaveapurposefirm; dare
tomakeit known.

Many giantsgreatandtall, stalk-
ing throughtheland;

headlong to the earth would fall
if met by Daniel’ shand.

Thesewordsof achildren’sBible
songcometomindasl| reflectonmy
work this week. What differences
arethereinthe attitude of a Daniel
compared to theattitude of abully?
What elements are involved in de-
termining if the depth of your con-
viction isjust, or if it isapower
struggle? Do the dynamics change
when these questions involve
groups and organi zations and ulti-
mately statesand nations?

Help me in the continuum be-
tweenmaintainingthe" permanence
of asociety” by defending the en-
duringinterestsand convictionsthat
giveusstability and continuity; and
the" progressioninasociety” thatis
the spirit and body of talents that
urgeusonto prudent reform.

| don’'t want society to dlip into
anarchy nor do | want stagnation.
Sometimes | find myself in the
middleof acausethat | believewill
help people and other times | find
myself defending the current order
alone.

Why, Lord do these dilemmas
continually challenge me? Why
aren’t othersmotivated inthesame
causes at the sametime, so that we
can work together? What refining,
purifying process are you putting
methrough? Am | growing or am |
just treading water? Do | keep on
doing the same thing for another
year or am | just banging my head
against animpossiblesituation and
you aretryingtolead meinanother
direction?

L etter from Topeka
By StateSen. Stan Clark

\

sclark@ink.org
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How do| know?

Withall theproblemsconfronting
the state, | spent most of thisweek
working on prairie dog testimony.
Why?Intheschemeof things, aren’t
there moreimportant thingsto do?

Why in the world would all the
major statewidefarming, livestock
and county government organiza-
tionswant to manage prairie dogs?
Why wouldthey support a of 20,000
more acres of prairie dogsin west-
ern Kansasinthenext 10 years?

Why in atime of great national
concern about bio-terrorismwould
we seek to protect arodent that isa
carrier of fleas, that can cause bu-
bonic plague? Why do we believe
groups and government officials
when they say “trust us” when the
record shows countless examples
that they are not trustworthy?

Why would anyonein their right
mindwant thegovernment to calcu-
late into the equation its view of
“aesthetics’ in creating a manage-
ment plan for land and habitat the
prairie dogs are going to live on?
Don't peopleknowthat they arejust
trying to turn our pastures into
parks?

Why would Kansasthrow in the
towel now when we know that two
individuals, well known asdefend-
ersof freedom, aregoingtochair the
key committeesin the U.S. House
andU.S. Senatethat havelegidative
authority over theEndangered Spe-

cies Act and property rights? As
Kansaslegidlators, let’ sjoinforces
with Congress, working with these
new committeechairmentorestore
COomMmMmonN sense.

Farming, ranching and small
businesses are the backbone of ru-
ral America; weknow that wemust
work with our natural resourcesto
providethemeansthat preserveour
way of life.

Prairie Dog State Park isin my
district, as are Prairie Dog Creek,
Prairie Dog Golf Course and thou-
sandsof acresof prairiedog towns.
| enjoy readingthePrairieDog Press
andtheWorld' sLargest PrairieDog
islessthan two milesfromwherel
live. My request totheHouse Com-
mittee this week, if they weren’t
convinced to leave the current law
alone, wasto makethemanagement
plansapply only “incountieswhere
there are more people than prairie
dogs.” If prairiedogsare an endan-
gered species, or threatened species,
or speciesat risk, | would assert that
the people in Western Kansas anc
their habitat deserve the same pro-
tection.

Please feel freeto contact meon
anyissue. | can bereached by writ-
ing to Sen. Stan Clark, Sate Capi-
tol-Room 449-N., Topeka, Kan.
66612; by calling 1-800-432-3924
or 785-296-7399; by FAX at 801-
457-9064; or by e-mail at
sclark@ink.orq.



