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er ratehikedtoput cashinreserve

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
TheOberlinCity Council decided Thurs-
day to raise sewer rates so that the city can
start building areservefundto help pay for
the work that has to be done at the waste

water treatment plant.

Thecouncil hasbeenlooking at increas-
ingtheratesintheir last two meetings. City

Administrator Gary Shike had prepared a
chart to show what therateswould haveto
beraised to put anywhere from $25,000 to
$175,000 ayear inareservefund.

The council decided to increasethe rate
from $1.27 per 100 cubic feet of water to
$1.90 per 100 cubic feet. That would put

$75,000 away each year.

Herndon votes
(onceagain)
toconsolidate

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

After deciding not to consolidate
with Atwood the night before, the
Herndon School Board reversed it-
self and voted to consolidate at a
joint meeting with the Atwood
board Thursday night.

Representatives of both boards
were to appear before the state
Board of Education to ask for ap-
proval of the merger on Tuesday.

TheHerndonboard hasapproved
the consolidation at a public meet-
ing on Jan. 23.

After having secondthoughts, the
board called a special meeting last
Wednesday night at whichmembers
signedaresolutiontorepesl thecon-
solidation, despitethefact that it had
already gone to the state. Board
members said they wanted to ex-
ploreall theoptions.

Atwood Superintendent Lee
Tarrant said after the meeting in
Herndon last Wednesday, aspecial
joint meeting was set and the Hern-
don board wasinvited to Atwood.

He said Atwood Board Member
ChrisSchmidt ledthemeeting. The
two boardstal ked about theoptions,

including consolidation, coopera-
tive agreements and chartered
schools. The conversation kept
working itsway back to consolida-
tion, hesaid.

One of the Herndon board mem-
bers asked for assurance that the
gradeschool, kindergartenthrough
sixth grade, would stay open in
Herndonfor fouryears. Mr. Tarrant
said it was pointed out that the cur-
rent boardscouldn’t makepromises
for future boards.

A transition board made up of
membersfrombotholddistrictswill
runthenew district for twoyears. It
will be made up of Atwood board
members Mr. Schmidt, Kent Mor-
gan, Pattie Woltersand Bill Beam-
gard, and Herndon board members
Andy Green, TomKogl and Francis
Wahrman. Oneof thoseboard mem-
berssaid they could probably guar-
antee three years for the grade
school.

The Atwood board decided to
signamemorandum of understand-
ing that would leave the grade
school in Herndon open for four

(SeeHERNDON on Page 10A)

Peoplestick around
for informal talk
after goecial medting

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

WhentheHerndon School Board
wouldn’t answer questionsor allow
public discussion at aspecial meet-
inglast Wednesday, around 100citi-
zens stayed for an informal public
meeting.

Two pro-consolidation patrons
asked for the meeting so people
could talk and ask questions. The
board had just voted to rescind a
resol ution to consolidate.

The meeting was set up with a
volunteer mediator from the audi-
ence, who said the goal was to ad-
dresswhatever wasbotheringthose
inthe audience. That way, he said,
maybetheschool board could come
up with some answers.

Several board members decided
to stay for the meeting.

Patrons asked what budget cuts
the district was facing if it didn’t
consolidate. If consolidation hap-
pens, they were told, the budgets
from the two districts would be
locked in for four years regardless
of whether enrollment went down.
If consolidationdidn’t happen, said
onepro-consolidation patron, Hern-
donwouldlose$100,000 next year.
Together in four years, it was pro-
jected the two districts would lose
$1.2 million.

Herndon Board President Pat
Allen said consolidation is still on
thetable.

But if anything isto happen this
year, it has to be decided before
Tuesday, saidonepatron. That way,
the issue gets on the April school
electionballot sothebudgetscanbe

Moranplans
Norcaturvigt

U.S.Rep. Jerry Moranplans
tobeat theCardinal Cafe Two
in Norcatur from 10:15 to
11:15 a.m. Monday to visit
with people from Decatur
County.

Eachyear, Rep. Morantrav-
elsinhisdistrict onalistening
tour, stoppingineach county to
talk to constituents.

lockedinfor thecoming school year
next year.

Another patron asked about the
lack of ahigh school math teacher
or physicsteacher. Shesaidthedis-
trictwasn’t providing theeducation
the students need to survive.

Herndon is a drowning school,
said one woman. How does a
drowning school hang onto another
drowningschool and makeit work?
If consolidation does happen, will
therebeagood quality school ? Af-
ter thefour locked-in budget years,
what happenswhenthenumbersare
way down.

Atwood Superintendent Lee
Tarrant said there aren’t alot of
guarantees. In a consolidated dis-
trict, students at both schools will
receivethesameeducationwhether
that means having teachers or kids
travel back and forth or if it means
something el se being done.

A patronaskedif therewouldjust
be one administrator. Mr. Tarrant
said Atwood has three now and
would probably stay with three.

If the districts consolidate, said
one patron, and thenin afew years
there are businesses brought into
town and the student enrollment
numbersgo up, isthereaway to get
the kids and the school back to
Herndon? There could be some-
thing in the works by enrollment
time next year that may bring more
studentsin to the school, he said.

Another patronaskedwhat would
happen if the two districts consoli-
dated and thenthe statedidn’t have

(See PUBLIC on Page 10A)

nor isit thelowest.

Councilman Ken Shobe said currently,
the median charge for sewer customersis
$7.73. The median rateisin the middle of
all the charges, he said; it isn’t the highest

M. Shikesaid hethought $50,000would
be a good number to havein reserve. The
blower at theplant costs$18,000toreplace,

reservefund.

he said, which isagood chunk of money.
Something like that can happen easily.
Councilman Jay Anderson said $50,000
lookslikealot of money until yougotore-
place something at theplant. Sofar thecity
has been kind of limping along without a

the city would have to pay each year on ¢
$2millionproject. Mayor Gary Walter said
it would be $123,000 ayear for 30 years at
4 percent interest.

If the project isthat big, said Mr. Shike,
maybe there would be some grant money.

In order to pay debt service of $125,000

Councilman Stan McEvoy asked what

(See SEWER on Page 10A)

ADDING THINGS UP,
Rebekah Hasty and Greta
Wendelin (above) tabu-
lated the judges’ scores
during the Oberlin Invita-
tional Speech Tournament
at thehighschool Saturday .
Timekeeper Karyn Jordan
sat with ajudge (right)
waiting for the next

speaker.
— Herald staff photo
by Kimberly Brandt
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Crowdwill gather in Colbytoprayfor rain

By TOM DREILING

Thetitle of the event saysit all:
“Northwest Kansas Pray for Rain
Rally.”

The brainchild of Brewster area
farmer Leonard Kinkade and his
wife Zelma, therally is scheduled
for 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 22, at the
4-H Building on the Thomas
County Fairgrounds.

“We hope to see people from all
over northwest Kansas, from Trego
County west to the Colorado line
and north to Nebraska,” Kinkade
said. “Farmers, ranchers, ag and
machinery people, clergy, towns-
folk — this first-ever Northwest
KansasRally for Rainisfor every-
one.

“The purpose of thisevent isto

pray to the Lord to break this
drought, which affects everyone.
We need to get back to our normal
rainfall. We need to speak directly
totheLord.”

Therally, said Kinkade, will be-
ginat 3 p.m. and concludeat 6 p.m.

“Peoplecan comeand go asthey
need,” he said. “We hope to have
clergy say afew words, read scrip-
tureand lead usin prayer.”

A largemap will be postedinthe
building and each person on hand
will beasked to take apin and stick
itinthelocation of their home.

“Wewill probably ask peopleto
come down front, state their name
and offer aprayer forrain,” hesaid.

Hesaid prayerswill beofferedfor
political leaderswhohavetheinflu-

Council checkscity drought plan

The Oberlin City Council re-
ceived copies of the city’ s drought
planat their meeting Thursday night
so they could review the process.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said thecouncil probably neededto
look at the plan, which isbeing re-
viewed earlier thisyear because of
the dry weather.

The plan says the water watch
stage can be triggered by the city
storagefalling beneath 60 percent of
capacity or if the demand of water
for oneday ismorethan 1.2 million

gallons.Mr. Shikesaidthecityisn't
using 1.2 million gallonsaday, but
storageisfalling below 60 percent.
Thestoragecapacity islow because
the biggest well is being repaired
and isn't being used. Thecity isn’t
that far fromawater watch, hesaid.

Mr. Shike said he has heard of
communities that are already acti-
vating their water plans.

Hesaid heisconcerned about the
city’ swater supply. The city wells
tap shallow water, he said. That
aquifer ismore easily affected by

drought . Thelevel incity wellshas
droppedtwofeetinthelastyear, said
Mr. Shike.

If the water situation does get
worse, people could have to start
decidingwhethertosavetheirlawvns
or trees, said Mayor Gary Walter.

Mr. Shike said hetalked to Scott
Ross, water commissioner for this
area with the Kansas Division of
Water Resources, and hesaidhehas
heardin cities, they that aretalking
about using odd/evenwateringdays
like Oberlin did last summer.

enceto assist withthe problemsas-
sociated with the drought.

“We need to ask God to point
themintherightdirection,” hesaid.
“Weneedtobreak thisdrought.... It
affects everyone.... If | get 2-3
inches of rain at my place (3 miles
southwest of Brewster on the Tho-
mas-Sherman County line) and no-
body elsegetsany rain, only | ben-
efit. The drought continues.”

He stressed the need to ask the
Lordtobreak thedrought, which, he
says, has driven some farmers and
ranchersfrom their land.

“The drought is not just a rural
problem,” hesaid. “Itisalsofeltin
all our townsin northwest Kansas,
too.”

Kinkadesaid hehasnoideaasto

the reception his prayer rally will
receive.

“Thisisthefirst timefor such an
eventinsuchawidearea,” hesaid.
“We pray for rainin our churches,
orwepray individually, but weneec
tobring all of ustogether inacom:-
mon pleatoour Lord.”

Kinkade said he got the idea for
the prayer rally some months agc
whiletraveling and listening to the
radio.

“They were talking about doing
this, and that sparked my interest,”
hesaid.“1 guess| amthepersonthe
Lordselectedtocarry out theproject
in northwest Kansas.”

He asks that ministers ask their
congregations to take part “in this
show of unity” in Colby.

Atits meeting Thursday, the Ober-
lin City Council:

* Raised sewer rates to build a re-
servetohelp payforworkatthetreat-
ment plant. Story at top of page.

+ Talked about the importance of
conserving water. Story to come.

+Decidedtoleave all the city build-
ings smoke free and let the city ad-
ministrator, foreman and police chief
work onapolicy forvehicles. Story to
come.

*Heard thatatestwell onland the

Council Roundup

city bought this year has been de-
layed. Story to come.

« Found out that the city had
enough money budgeted to pay for
the 40 percentincrease inemployee
medicalinsurance. Story on Page 3A.

+ Declared two old patrol cars sur-
plus property and sold them. Story on
Page 3A.

+Looked atthe city’s droughtemer-
gency plan, which is reviewed annu-
ally. Story at left.




10ATHE OBERLIN HERAL D Wednesday, February 12, 2003

* Herndon
rever sesvote,
then changes

(Continued from Page 1A)
years and aslong asit is economi-
cally feasible after that.

Mr. Tarrant saiditisimportant to
stress that consolidation doesn’t
mean the school isclosing.

After the Herndon board talked
with their attorney, Jerry Gasper of
Topeka, they voted to rescind the
resolution and consolidate with
Atwood. The vote was 5 to 2 with
Pat Allenand Jerry Niemethvoting
against consolidation.

Since the Atwood board had
voted 7-0to consolidate during the
Jan. 23 joint meeting, Mr. Tarrant
said, therewasnoactionfor themto
take.

“Whatever Herndon decides to
do,” said Mr. Tarrant, “weare here
to help.”

Mr. Tarrant said the resolution
signed by Herndon last Wednesday
to not consolidate had not been sent
intothe state.

At 2:20 p.m. on Tuesday, the
original signed resolutionswereto
be voted on by the state board of

education. Mr. Green, Mr. Schmidt
andMr. Morganwereplanningtobe
at themeeting in casethere are any
questions, said Mr. Tarrant.

If the state board approves the
merger, voters in Atwood and
Herndon will make the decisionin
school electionson April 1.

“The toughest thing about thisis
that thisisthe first true consolida-
tioninthelast 20 yearsin Kansas,”
saidMr. Tarrant. “ That makesit dif-
ficult to get information and to get
accurateinformation.”

It looks like there will be more
consolidation in Kansas in the fu-
ture, he added.

Mr. Tarrant said at themost there
were25 peopleat the Atwood meet-
ing, mostly fromthe Herndon area.

If everything passes, he said, the
district will be called the Rawlins
County Unified School District, ei-
ther number 105 or 106.

Sofar, hesaid, theunderstanding
has been to keep the buffalo asthe
high school mascot, following the
Atwood tradition.

* Publicquestions
get few answers

(Continued from Page 1A)
the money and a building would
have to be closed to make things
work.

No one can guarantee what the
stateisgoingtodo, saidMr. Tarrant.
The stateistrying to get schoolsto
consolidate, hesaid. Thereisamis-
conception that consolidation will
closethe school, he added, but that
isup to the board.

Atwood is projected to lose be-
tween 15 to 18 students ayear for
two years, said Mr. Tarrant.

“ Atwood needsHerndonasmuch
asHerndonneedsAtwood,” hesaid.

Patrons asked for guarantees for
keeping the school open in Hern-
don, while others wanted to hear
about cooperative agreements or
other options. Thereweren’t many
questionsanswered at the meeting.

Onepatronsaid hehad beenmak-
ing contacts about a youth ranch
being put in Herndon similar tothe

oneinOberlin. Theschool educates
the kids and gets money from the
state for them. That money isthen
used to educate thosekids.

People wanted to know what
would happen to the town and the
community if thekidswere bussed
to Atwood.

One patron, holding a piece of
paper inhishand, said hethought the
board and the superintendent were
on two different tracks. He said he
had an articlefromaregional paper
in his hand that says the Herndon
board would consolidate with At-
wood. The article came out before
thepublicmeetingon Jan. 22where
the vote to consolidate happened.
The man asked what was going on.
Hedidn't get an answer.

Mr. Allenstressedthat consolida-
tionwasstill onthetable. Thegroup
decided the meeting was over after
alittle over an hour of talking.

Boar d backsout of deal
In hasty special meeting

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

TheHerndon School Boardvoted
last Wednesday night to rescind a
resolution voted on at the end of
January, which meant the district
would not be consolidating with
Atwood.

The special meeting brought a
littleover 100 peopletotheHerndon
school gym, including three uni-
formed law enforcement officers.
President Pat Allen said that the
board would not answer questions
from the public at the meeting.

Board President Pat Allenopened
themeeting by sayingthat theboard
had called themeeting becausethey
had received calls or been ap-
proached by voterstotalk about the
short timetheboardtook to explore
its options before deciding on the
merger.

The board met with Atwood in
December and then met with the
Oberlinand GoldenPlainsboardsin
January.OnJan. 22, at thefirsttown
hall meeting, the board seemed re-
luctant, but voted to consolidate
with Atwood.

Before the vote, though, a meet-
ing had been set upwiththe Atwood
board for the following night in
which both boards voted to sign a
resol utionto go ahead with merger.

Mr. AllensaidtheHerndonboard
wanted totaketimeto exploreother
optionsand contact other resources.
That didn’t mean consolidation is
out of the picture, hesaid.

Jan Katz Ackerman, reporter for
TheHaysDaily News, jumpedtoher
feet and objected to the board tak-

ing any action at the meeting be-
cause the attorney who had been
hired to write the resolution to re-
scind had not beenhired by amajor-
ity of theboard.

Shesaidtheactionhadtobetaken
by aquorum, amajority of theboard,
inpublicsessionand it hadn’t been
done that way. Mr. Allen said he
thought the board needed to take a
recessand contact Jerry Gasper, the
board’ sattorney from Topeka.

Ms. Ackerman said she thought
the call needed to be done in the
public because the people have a
righttoknow. Mr. Allenaskedtoget
aphone hooked up inthegym.

After 15 minutes, it was an-
nounced that a phone couldn’t be
hooked up in the gym. The board
moved to an office.

Mr. Gasper basically said that &l -
though it wasn't illegal for one
board member to hirean outsideat-
torney, itisn’t necessarily theright
thing to do to take the public out of
thepicture.

Theonly thingtheboard hadtodo
was decide whether to adopt the
resolution written by Dodge City
Attorney Ken Strobel, whohad been
hired independently by Board
Member David Ketterl. The board
voted to adopt that resolution, re-
scinding the resolution to consoli-
date with Atwood.

A pro-consolidation patron
asked if a public meeting could be
heldinthegymafter theboard meet-
ing to discuss options. The board
agreed the people could use the fa-
cility and adjourned its meeting.
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Putting
pentowork

WORKING ON line
drawingson Monday, fifth
graders Kirsten Haas (top)
and Justin Williams (be-
low) arepart of Terri Wool-
sey’s elementary art
classes.

— Staff photo by Kimberly Brandt
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OH/ADV
4x9
Ad mailed to GDN

* Sawer
expense
togoup

(Continued from Page 1A)
ayear, hesaid, the city would basi-
cally haveto doubletherate now.

To meet new federal standards,
said Mr. Monaco, work has to be
startedtoremodel thesewer plant by
December 2005 and finished two
and ahalf yearsafter that.

To save $75,000 a year, saic
Councilman Jerry Fidele, that
wouldmeana$2.92 increaseinthe
minimum charge increase and it
would give the city $225,000 in
threeyears, which would beagooc
start on a $2 million project. The
medianbill would seeanincreaseof
$3.81. Mr. Fidelesaiditwouldbehis
recommendation to start areserve
fund withthat increase. It would be
better than doubling the current
charge, hesaid.

Mayor Walter said he, too, was
looking at afund of $75,000 but he
said hedidn’t know if the commu-
nity would like to see a $100,000
fund, which would be a$4.13 in-
crease in the minimum bill anc
$5.28 increasein the median.

Theplant hasn’t been remodel ed
since the late 1970s or early ' 80s,
saidMr. Shike. Itcan’t comply with
new regulations from the Kansas
Department of Healthand Environ-
ment.

Mr. Fidele made the motion tc
change the sewer rate to $1.90 per
100 cubic feet, which would bring
inasurplusof $75,000inayear. All
councilman approved theincrease.

Mr. Shobesaidthecity hasto start
somewhere. Nomatter wherethat s,
itwill bepainful. Atleastthisisless
than the original $125,000 the city
had been talking about.

The crew will read water meters
inMarchandfigurenew sewer bills
based on water use over thewinter.
Customerswill seethedifferenceon
their May hills.

M useum has
sudent art

The Dane G. Hansen Memorial
Museum in Logan will hold its an-
nual High School Art Exhibit from
Feb. 28 to March 30.

Students from Norton, Palco,
Smith Center, Logan, Phillipsburg,
Hill City and Grainfield will be
showing their work.

The show will include oil, water
color, pen and ink, scratchboard,
wood, weaving, ceramic and clay,
wiresculpture, and other mediums.
Hours are Monday-Friday, 9-noon
and 1-4; Saturday, 9-noon and 1-5,
and Sunday and holidays, 1-5p.m.



