City can
afford
ratehike

Employeepolicy
jumped 40 percent

The Oberlin City Council found
out at the meeting Thursday night
that thecity had budgeted enoughto
pay for a 40 percent increase in
medical insurance premiums for
employees.

City Administrator Gary Shike
saidtheinsurancewouldincrease40
percent and hehasreceivedtheplan.
Theinsuranceispaid for out of two
funds. Tenemployees’ insuranceis
paid for out of employee benefits
and the other six are paid for out of
enterprisefunds, hesaid. Theinsur-
anceissuppliedby BlueCrossy/Blue
Shield.

He said there is $70,000 in the
employee benefitsfund. Mr. Shike
asked City Treasurer DeannaCastle
tocrunchthenumbers, and shesaid
the city would haveto pay $63,131
out of thebenefitsfund and $48,638
out of the enterprisefund.

Mayor Gary Walter asked if the
council wanted to set up acommit-
teeto study theinsurance and have
them come back with arecommen-
dation.

The city is also considering the
statemedi cal insuranceplan, which
alsoisBlueCrossy/Blue Shield. The
date to sign up for the state plan to
start coverage in April is already
past, hesaid, whichiswhenthecur-
rent coveragefor thecity isup. The
city hastosign up for the state plan
60 days before the coverage would
start.

Thecity hasto stay with the cur-
rent planfor at |eastamonth because
thedeadlinewasmissedtoget onthe
stateplanin April.

Mr. Shikesaid hehassomereser-
vations with the state plan. Just
about all services offered in Kear-
ney, Neb., arenot part of thenetwork
for the state plan, he said, the same
is true for McCook. Although the
doctorsin Oberlin are part of the
network, the hospital hereisn’t
listed.

The state plan initially seems so
good because it has an agreement
with ViaChristi hospitalsin Wich-
ita, and if a person livesin central
Kansas, itisdifferentthanif they are
getting medical careout here.

The state plan, said Mr. Shike,
promisesstablepricestwoyearsout,
but in the volatileindustry, he said
he doesn’'t know how that is pos-
sible.

City Attorney Steve Hirsch said
he hasthe same concerns.

“The state has broken every
promisethey havemadesofar,” he
said.

Councilman Jay Anderson said
he didn’t think a study group with
council andemployeesisabadidea.

Thecity might havetolook at dif-
ferent cost sharing, said Council-
man Jerry Fidele. He said heisn't
thrilledwiththestateplan, but at the
sametime heisn’t thrilled with the
other options.

The council talked briefly about
self insurance, but thought the city
staff wastoo small agroup.

Thecouncil decidedtotalk about
theinsurance at their next meeting
on Thursday, Feb. 20.

Officesdose
onMonday

Presidents' Day will be ob-
served on Monday by federal
and county offices and banks
and financial institutions. The
Decatur County landfill will be
closed, andtherewill benomail
service.

Stateand city offices, aswell
asthe Oberlin schools, will be
open. Since there will be no
mail, advertisingand newsmay
be |eft at The Oberlin Herald
office, which will be open.

e

dent at the First National Bank in Oberlin.

Thereisanew face at First National Bank, al-
though he has been around the banking businessin
Decatur County for thelast 25 years.

Gale Cook started at First National Bank asthe
senior vicepresident on Wednesday, Jan. 22.

Mr. Cook said hisjob dealswith loans, any kind
of loans, from agriculture to consumer to commer-
cial, but mainly itisagriculture.

Originally from St. Francis, hesaid heisfamiliar
with northwest Kansas. After high school he went
to Fort Hays State University, where he received
degreesin political science and economics.

MOVING ACROSSTHE STREET, Gale Cook hastaken thejob of senior vicepresi-

Banker movestoHrs Nationd

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

He has been in the business for 25 years, so he
knowsthe people and they know him.

Hesaid hestarted hiscareer at CitizensStateBank
inNorcatur. Hethen went to Oberlin and worked at
Farmers National Bank, Gold Bank (where he had
been president) and The Bank. Most of the changes
have been mergersand buyouts, he said.

Mr. Cook haslivedin Oberlinsince1977. Heand
his wife Kendra, who works in the speech depart-
ment at Oberlin Elementary School, havetwo chil-
drenTarah, 21, ajunior at the University of Kansas,
and Tyler, 18, asenior at Decatur Community High
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Commissonlooks
atbidsfor truck
tosprayroadsdes

The Decatur County commis-
sionerslooked at four bids Tuesday
morning for a roadside spraying
truck to be shared between thenox-
ious weed and road and bridge de-
partments.

Weed Director Gaylen Huntley
said the first bid was for a 1995
single-axle International for
$24,750out of DodgeCity. Thesec-
ondwasfor adual-axle 1997 Inter-
national for $25,000. Both of the
used vehiclesarediesels.

Thereweretwo bidsfor new ve-
hicles, aFordfor $35,000 or aMack
for $39,000.

Mr. Huntley saidfor themilesand
themoney, heand Road Supervisor
Tim Stallman agreed a used truck
would work.

The commissioners signed the
annual weedreport, whichissentin
tothestate. Mr. Huntley said thede-
partment probably billed out $1,000
more in work last year but did
$12,000lessbecauseof thedrought.

The commissioners talked with
Sheriff Ken Badsky, whowasinto
give his monthly report. Sheriff
Badsky saidtheofficedid24vehicle
inspections, had five accidents re-
ported, four incidents, three of-
fenses, served 46 papersand wrote
four tickets.

Sheriff Badsky said they had
found an abandoned methlab off of
the Lyle Road in a ditch. He said
there are probably more meth labs
thanarereporteddumpedalongside
theroad, but peoplejust don’ t know
what they are.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

* Held afive-minute closed ses-
sion for personnel with Sheriff

County
Roundup

Attheir meeting Tuesday morn-
ing, Decatur County Commission-
ers:

+ Talked with Road and Bridge
Supervisor Tim Stallman about the
snow being cleared off the roads
and projects the department has
been working on. Story to come.

* Heard that the ambulance de-
partmentcollected about $740 last
week after notgetting any the week
before. Story to come.

* Looked at four bids for a road-
side spraying truck to be shared
between the noxious weed and
road and bridge departments.
Story at left.

 Talked with Jack Metcal f about
the Oberlin Speedway. He was
seeking financial help from the
county, but the commissioners
didn’t commit any money.

e Decidednottosignupforterror-
ism risk insurance for $1,800 be-
causeit only coversterrorismdam-
age if the person is not domestic.
County Attorney SteveHirsch saic
he didn’t think it was worth the
money becauseif someonedecided
to, say, blow up the court housethe
insurancewould only cover itif the
personwasaforeignterrorist.

« Signed aresolution to establish
apolicy that doesnot allow anything
tobepaidtoanemployeewhoisre-
celving workers compensation.

* Held aclosed session for attor-
ney-client privilegefor 15 minutes.

into banking.

peopleinajobwhich helikes.

After college, hesaid, hehad an opportunity toget

Mr. Cook said heisabletowork one-on-onewith

Schooal.

First National isan outstanding organization, said
Mr. Cook. He had an opportunity to get into the ag-
riculture department, and said hedecided to doit.

Council sdlstwopolicecars

The Oberlin City Council de-
clared two old patrol cars surplus
property and sold both at its meet-
ing Thursday night.

The council sold both the 1995
and 1996 Ford Crown Victorias,
which both were originally bought
as police cars although most re-
cently the 1995 car was used asthe
city administrator’ scar.

The city received six bidson the
1995 car ranging from $3,151 to
$200 and three bids on the 1996
ranging from $777 to $300.

PoliceChief WadeL ockhart said
someonestoppedtol ook at the 1996
vehicleandwhenthebuyers started
it, the car threw arod. He said it
would cost $3,200 to replace the
engine and that doesn’t include la-
bor.

Thehighestbidforthe1996 came
infromamanin Coloradobeforethe
car was damaged and he had not
beentold what happened.

Mayor Gary Walter said before

either car could besold, it hadto be
declared surplus property in amo-
tion and then the bid had to be ac-
ceptedthroughamotionandavote.

Councilman Jerry Fidele sug-
gestedthecouncil takeactiononthe
1995 car and hold off on the other
until the highest bidder had been
contacted.

The question, said Councilman
StanMcEvoy, isif thecity cangeta
higher bidder for thecar without the
engine.

Thecouncil declaredthe 1995 car
surplus property and sold it to the
high bidder, Gordon Hawkinsfrom
Atwood, for $3,151.

After finding out it cost $800 to
advertise the carsin several news-
papers, the council decided to de-
clarethe 1996 car surplus property
and sold it to Officer Troy Haasfor
$500. Mr. Haas was aware of the
condition of thecar.

With the two cars sold, the 1997
patrol car will havethepolicemark-

ingstakenoff sothecity administra-
tor candriveit.

Chief Lockhart said it would be
better to leaveit asapolicecar, but
Mr.Fidelesaidthat had already been
decidedwhenthecity decidedtosell
theother two cars.

Chief Lockhart saidhewould pull
thelow band radio, take out the si-
ren, thecontrol box for thelightsand
thelights. Theradiothat wasleftin
it would need to bereprogrammed,
hesaid.

Mayor Walter asked if thereisa
regulation that says the equipment
needsto comeout.

Mr. Shikesaid hedoesn’thavethe
authority to drive a car with that
equipment.

Mayor Walter said, though, that
it could be good to leave it so the
police would have a spare car if
needed.

Chief Lockhart said they could
just pull themarkingsif that iswhat
the council wantsto do.

Valentinesgiveaway toraisemoney

Someone will be the winner of a
packageof prizesdonated by Ober-
lin businesses at the Decatur Good
Samaritan Center and high school
cheerleaders’ giveaway at 4 p.m.
today at the center.

Activities Director Jan Badsky
saidtheprizepackagehasavalueof
over $200.

Thewinner will get anight at the
LandMark Innfortwo, dinner at the
Meadowlark Grill for two, flowers
from Flowers by L ee, a scented
candlefromWard Drug Store, agift
from the Washboard and breakfast
for two at the Frontier Restaurant.

The night for two at the
LandMark Inn was donated by
owner Gary Anderson, First Na-
tional Bank and Hirsch and Pratt
Law Firm.

Money raised through the event

will be used to help implement the
“neighborhood” concept at thecen-
ter and hel pthecheerleaderspay for
campsand uniforms.

At2:30p.m., cakewill beserved
and John Juenemannwill beplaying
hisguitar at the center. Everyoneis

welcome to come, said Mrs. Bad-
sky, andthenstay for thegiveaway.

Badsky. Therewasno action. Therewasno action taken.

Break-Inhascopspuzzec

Hesaid heisn’t sureif thevic-
tim is the person who had been
living in the trailer or the trailer
park owner.

On the same day, the depart-
ment received a report of a sod-
omy at the youth ranch. Chief
Lockhart said a 14 year old had
accused al7 year old of the act.

OnFriday, Jan. 24, the depart-
ment received acall fromDr. Ri-
chard May, who said hisdaught-
er’ sfluteand casewere missing.

At 5:30 am. Jan. 23, Renee
Harman, Norcatur, was driving
behind Farmers Bank and Trust
whenshetriedtoturntothenorth
and dlidintoautility pole.

The Oberlin Police Depart-
ment had areport of burglary or
unlawful entry. Theonly problem
is, they can’'tfigureoutwho' sthe
victim because the trailer was
unoccupied.

Police Chief Wade L ockhart
said it was reported on Wednes-
day, Jan. 29, that someone had
enteredandvanddizedatrailerin
Terrace Village, near the hospi-
tal. Bee Hansen, who takes care
of thetrailers, called.

Chief Lockhart said eggswere
smashedonthefloor anditlooked
asif either coffee or teagrounds
werespilled. Therewasatelevi-
sionmissing frominside.

NOMINATED:

Country Music
Radio Station of the YEAR

Decision Weather Local Forecasts
v" Watches & warnings to your cell phone
v Internet Web Page update 2 x a day

v’ Daily email to your home or office
v’ Affordable annual subscriptions

On-line store NOW OPEN on the net!

FromrE

Ta‘rnnanmf‘:

Www.decisionweather.com

(785) 626-8066

212 North Rodehaver
Oberlin, Ks.

Within walking distance of

LOOKING FOR WORK? SER’s employment and
training specialists may be able to help you find
a permanent full-time job in the field of your
choice. They can also assist with the training to
start a new career. To be eligible, you need to have
done work in any of the following anytime within
the last two years: farms, ranches, harvest fields,
greenhouses, feed yards, grain elevators, or other
agriculturally-related jobs. SER is a nonprofit
organization, and our service is free. Call
785-723-4016 or toll-free 877-723-4016.
Hablamos espaiiol.
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| . Puts this 2 bedroom home in a

__! very convenient location. It has

pacesetter windows and doors

that are only 4 years old, a new

hot water heater and the roof is only 3 years old. The covered

front porch adds to the comfort of this great little home.
Call Doug Schlegel for all the Details!!!

Priced at $39,000.00

[ | downtown

MaAKkING REAL EsTATE REAL Easy BFFFEFITFINS
1997 Coldwell Banker Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Office is independently Owned and mm E
Operated Member of Coldwell.

308-345-2200  KIRCHER & ASSOCIATES

1-800-657-7248 REALTY, INC.
www.coldwellbanker.com 220 Westview Plaza An Independently Owned and Operated
Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate

Email-cbhomes@ocsmccook.com McCook NE 69001  corporation.

Metabolife/Ephedra Warnmg
PEEH

National Metabolife Consortium™
1-800-230-1423

INCOME TAX
SERVICES

Reasonable Prices

Have you or a loved one suffered
adverse reactions using Metabolife
or any other ephedra product?
Don’t wait to seek advice. Receive
a free case evaluation, on-line or
by dialing 1-800-230-1423.

Coma
Heart Attack
Stroke
Death

Adverse
reactions
linked to
Metabolife
& Ephedra;

ation Attorneys

www.metabolife-claims.com

Electronic Filing and Direct Deposit
of Refund Available.

Hirsch & Pratt, LLP

Steven W Hirsch / Preston A. Pratt

Attorneys-at-Law
124 South Penn, Oberlin, Kansas

185-475-2296




