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Breatheashallow sgh
asbudget gap closesagain

TheL egidatureand Gov. K athleen Sebelius
have, apparently, closedthestate’ sbudget gap
onemoretimeby cutting stateagenciesagain,
by zeroing revenuesharingfor citiesand coun-
tiesand by borrowing from theroad fund.

When thefiscal year endsin June, they ex-
pect thestateto have not adimeleft, whichis
al thelaw really requires. Gonewill bestate's
7 percent reserve account, the “rainy day”
money that we' resupposedtoset asideincase

thingsgo wrong.

Many will arguethat’ sall right; thingshave
gonewrong, andweneedthemoney. Trouble
is, wereally don’t know how the state’ sfor-
tuneswill turn astheyear progresses.

Things are supposed to get better. But the
government economistshavebeen sayingthat
for nearly threeyearsnow. Therecessionthat
George Bush inherited from Bill Clinton has
deepened and widened. Soon, it will be Mr.

Bush’ srecession, too.

Andthere snoreal signthat it’ sover yet.

And while Kansas will skate through an-
other year without major cutsto school pro-
grams, the rest of state government will suf-
fer. We' Il haveto ask ourselveshow muchwe
want to see it cut, and at what point are we
willing to raisetaxesto save state services.

School boards have given up hoping for an
increase in the budget and are happy to hear
promises of no cuts, but they have to be ner-

VOUS.

Collegesand universitieshave already felt

about thedanger of losingquality intheir pro-
grams, but thisyear, they’rejust scrambling
to make sense of thenew reality.

At the University of Kansas, Chancellor
Robert Hemenway has given up hope of any
new money fromstatefunds. Hesayshe' dlike
to belet out from under the state purchasing,
surplusproperty and personnel systemssohe
canspendwhat hehasbetter. Morepower tohim.

Dr. Hemenway alsowantstogettokeepthe

interest on student fees and tuition that now

spent.

goesintothestategeneral fund, but that’ snot
likely to happen. The money’saready been ~ Wewentto Lawrencelast week-

For rural Kansas, one of the most critical
decisionswill be what happensto the state’s
transportation plan. Theword isthat the new
secretary of transportation, Deb Miller, hopes
tokeepall current projects, stretching out the
10-year highway plan by acouple of yearsto
get them done.

Aslong asmaintenanceiskept up on exist-
ing roads, that’s no problem. The state can’t
afford to let maintenance slide or we'll wind
up like Missouri, having to dump new con-
struction just to catch up with overlays.

And nothing ismoreimportant to our rural
economy thantransportation— except maybe
rain and the price of wheat.

Wethink the statewill survivethetest, and
the cuts and economies forced by the fiscal

crisiswill make it stronger. Tight timeswill

the knife. Last year they were complaining

When Tlmescmeftalks, wellsten

We had the opportunity to meet
Arthur O. Sulzberger Jr., the pub-
lisher of The New York Times, last
week during theannual celebration
of William Allen White' sbirthday
at the University of Kansas.

KU putson ashow every year to
honor the namesakeof its School of
Journalism, inviting abigwig from
the national mediato cometo cam-
pusfor acoupleof days.

Thehonoreeisfeted, paraded be-
fore journalism students and getsa
nicemedallion.

Homage is paid to the traditions
of journalism and leadership Will
White set out in Emporia, and then
theworld turns.

Recent recipients of the White
award haveincluded CokieRoberts,
the television correspondent and
columnist, and daughter of two
powerful Louisiana congress
people, and Robert Woodward, the
Washington Post reporter who
hel ped break theWatergatescandal.

But Mr. Sul zberger, thefifthgen-
eration of hisfamily tolead the au-
gust Timesorgani zation, turned out
to be one of the more delightful
speakerstogracetheKansasUnion
stage.

Showing quick but gentlewit, he
put the crowd at easewith storiesof
how he met hiswifein Topeka, af-
ter driving 25 hours to spend
Thanksgivingwithhismother. This
scion of New Y ork wasno stranger
tothe midlands.

He shared some research he'd
doneintowhat hisnewspaper hadto
say about thefamousK ansaseditor,
dredging up an editorial quitecriti-
cal of Mr. White. In one of those

pinch, it'll hurt, but we' [l makeit.

—SeveHaynes

AIongtheSappa

shayn%@nwkansas.com)

By SteveHaynes

exchanges that used to enliven the
printed page long before Crossfire,
Mr. Whitehadwrittenabout theevil
ways of the big city. The Times, it
seems, had taken umbrage at this
prairieeditor whowasso scornful of
her sinful ways, but “ couldn’t seem
to stay away from Manhattan.”

But Mr. Sulzberger isone of the
few Americanstolead alargefam-
ily business into its third century,
and he’ sbeen at the controlsduring
a period of record growth and
change.

Sowhenhespeaksabout our busi-
ness, you havetolisten. Hehad one
observation that bearsrepeating.

After more than 400 years, he
said, newspapers are still around,
andthey arelikely tooutlast most of
us reading today. Eventually,
though, he said, he thinksthey will
fade away because paper will be-
cometoo costly.

Hethinkssomeformof electronic
communication will take their
place, and hedoesn’t seemto think
that’ sall bad. Maybe he’ sright.

Beforenewspapers, therewasno
cheap and reliable way to spread
largevolumesof relatively accurate
information. There was only the
grapevineorthegovernment’ scrier.

Newspapers grew to become

strong, independent voicesin a
worldwherepowerful forceswould
liketocontrol everythingweseeand
hear.

Thechallengeinanew order will
beto ensurethat thisvoice— clear,
honest, freeof control, independent
of thought — continues no matter
how theword getsout.

And that’s something I'm sure
Arthur Sulzberger’ snewspaper and
Will White could agree on, their
other issuesset aside.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Blessed bethe Lord: for he
hath shewed mehismarvel ous
kindness....Beof good cour-
age, and he shall strengthen
your heart, all yethat hopein
theLord. Psaim31: 21a,b; 24)
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Counting nos&, toesandwhat?

endtovisit thecatsandkids.

It' snot that we have more catsin
thisfamily thanweknow whattodo
with. It’ sjust that they seem to out-
number us.

Atlast count, theimmediatefam-
ily had 10 felines (not counting
Tigger, who lives at The Oberlin
Herald office).

Wehaveourtrio—MollieMon-
ster, the cat that steals marblesand
goes for walks; April Alice, the
mother cat we adopted a year ago;
and Kubla Khan, the laid-back
Siamese that triesto stay out from
between the other two, who fight
like, well like cats.

Daughter Felicia and husband
Nik & so havethree cats— Sabine,
theold lady of the crew that Felicia
has had since college; Marcell, a
long-haired black ball of meanness
that fightswith both the others; and
Louie, or Baby Cat, the newest ar-
rival — areal sweetheart. Heloves
topurr.

Luckily, that crew livesin Au-
gusta, Ga., dongwithamonster dog
called Chauncey andapair of birds,
whichlook likelunch to therest of
thecrew and act likebirdbrains.

BackinKansas, youngest daugh-
ter Lindsay livesin Lawrence with

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com
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Jezebel, anicebut timidfeline, and
Rupert, another laplover withasu-
per purr.

Across town, her brother Lacy
and his roommate Chris harbor a
pair of illegals. The apartment
doesn’t allow pets, although they
claim that the other residents keep
St. Bernards and Great Danes hid-
denintheir spaces, and eventheresi-
dent manager hasapooch.

Hiding out at their place are
April’s children, Frank and Jules.
Frank isthetom, and heishig and
brash. Helovestoplay andisagreat
favoriteof al thegirls,whocometo
visit. Hissister Julesstarted out life
asJuly. Shethenbecame Jewell and
finally Jules. Sheis shy, with big
eyesand soft fur.

The kittens belong to Lacy, but
both he and Chrisand all their girl
friends take care of them. Thisin-

cludesdefleaing them.

When Lacy talks about hislittle
fleabags, heisn’t kidding. Thekit-
tenshad to goto afriendshomefor
acoupleof weekswhilerepairswere
made to the boys’ apartment. Dur-
ingtherepairs, thecatsneededto be
scarceto keep from being bounced.

When they returned home, they
brought afew “pets” of their own.

Thekidstriedtouseafleabathon
the kittens. That was amess, I'm
told,anddidn’t doareal goodjob of
getting rid of the pests. In fact, the
fleaswerenot eradicated until Lacy
and the kittens came home for
Thanksgiving.

At that point, | put some fleare-
mover on them and gave son some
totakeback. I’ vegot enough petsas
is. Besides, if son thinks |’ m going
tobatheapair of cats, he' sascrazy
asthey are.

Adiosdoesnot mean forgotten

Our mission had been to build a
house: mission accomplished!

We returned from Mexico late
Saturday afternoon, and | admit |
wasfedlinglotslessthanperky. Sev-
era of us had somekind of “bug,”
but | refusetoblameit onthewater.
With all theflu that hasbeen going
around, I'm convinced that’s what
itwas.

No matter; | wouldn’'t have mis-
sedit for theworld!

Whenweleft our homeswewere,
for the most part, unskilled con-
structionworkers. By theend of our
project, everyone knew the differ-
ence between a header and a stud,
between stucco and cement, and a
16-penny nail from an eight-penny
nail.

But as aways, the real transfor-
mation comes from within: The
feeling you get from doing some-
thingfor someonewhocan’tdoitfor
themselves. Wedon't goto preach.
Just to help.

During our evening get-together
the second night in Mexico, one of
our teammates expressed the con-
cernthat shehad beenafraidthat she
couldn’tlovethesepeople, that she
might be afraid to touch them. But
after meeting “our” family, she

f

.

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
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found she could hardly keep her
hands off them. Ultimately, that’s
theway weall felt.

| don’t carehow many timesl| go:
it's always the same. The hardest
partisleaving. After thededication
of thehouse and good-byes, no one
wantedtogetinthevans. Everyone
draggedtheir hedls, tryingtoholdon
tothatimageof afamily withabrand
new, secure, comfortable home of
their own.

A home that we had built. One
thingisfor sure; wegot enoughhugs
and heartfelt “gracias’ tolast alife-
time.

Now we're home and about to
pick upthedaily routineof our lives:
Work, shopping, club meetings,
news, bills, weather and sports.
Kind of mundane stuff after what
we, as a team, have just been

through.

I wonder how themother, Norma,
and her two sons, Manuel and Jose,
are doing today. Have they un-
packed all theboxesof presentswe
took?

[ will alwayswonder howthey are
doing, but | know wemadeadiffer-
ence.

—ob—

Theshuttledisaster occurred the
day we left and a call to our cell
phone from our daughter in Dallas
alertedustothefact sowecouldtune
inontheradio. Itwasasoberingand
sad moment for us.

Ane-mail frommy brother, Don,
was waiting for me when we got
back. His son, Tim, works for
NASA and had beeninvolved with
Columbia. Theimpact of thistrag-
edy isfar reaching.

Trooper shareschild safety ideas
( L etterstotheEditor

TotheEditor:

Thisis National Child Safety
Awareness Week. During this
week, the Kansas Highway Patrol
and law enforcement agencies
across Kansas will concentrate on
proper installation and use of child
restraintsand car seats. Installation
and check lanes are scheduled
acrossthe state.

Thanks to previous efforts, tre-
mendous gains in child passenger
safety havebeen made. Fewer chil-
drenagel15andyounger werekilled
in motor vehicle crashes in 2001
thanat any timesincerecordkeeping
began in 1975. Vehicle fatalities
dropped 8.6 percent from 2000, and
injuriesfell by 7.3 percent for chil-
dren age 5to 15 and by 11 percent
for children age 4 and under. It is
throughtheseeffortsthat 95 percent
of infantsand 91 percent of toddlers,
age 1to 4, arerestrained in safety
seats.

Here are some guidelinesto fol-
low when transporting children:

 Use rear-facing infant seatsin
the back seat frombirthtoat least 1
year old and at | east 20 pounds.

» Useforward-facingtoddler seats
inthe back seat from age 1 to about

age4 and 20to0 40 pounds.

* Booster seatsintheback seat are
for childrenfromabout age4 and 40
poundsto at | east age 8, unlessthey
are4foot, 9inchestall.

« Safety beltsaregood at age8 or
older, ortallerthan4foot 9. All chil-
dren 12 and under shouldrideinthe
back seat.

Motor vehiclecrashesarestill the
leading cause of death for children
age 4 to 14. Be aleader, “Buckle
Up”, protect our most precious re-
source— children.

2nd Lt. Doug Griffiths
KansasHighway Patrol
Norton

Bassball program‘great’

TotheEditor:

I’ve wanted to write this letter
since last summer. Somehow time
has gotten away from me.

| took over as the K-18 baseball
commissioner last year. | want to
thank all of the coaches, fans and
players who make this season a
wonderful experience.

The sub-regionals were held in
Colby and Stockton. The regiona
tournament was in Ellis, and the
state tournament was in Lucas. |
compliment thesecitiesfor thefine
job they did hosting these tourna-

ments.

My main reason for writing this
letter isto thank coaches, fans and
playersforthebest sportsmanship|
have ever been around. | can hon-
estly say | am proud to be from &
small townin Kansas, and proud tc
be associated with K-18 baseball.

| am looking forward to being &
part of your K-18 baseball program
thissummer.

Thanksfor the support.

JohnWalz, Oberlin
K-18 West Regional
Commissioner



