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Snow, cold weather likely to hang on

Troopers tell
drivers, kids
to use seatbelts

WORKERS LOADED BOXES onto a conveyor belt and
into a truck Friday afternoon from the Oberlin Duckwalls
store, which closed last Tuesday morning without warn-

ing. Officials said the merchandise would go to other stores.
Employees were being offered a choice of going elsewhere
or severance. — Herald staff photos by Kimberly Brandt

Store shuts doors
without notice,
shocking shoppers

Oberlin’s test well
pumps less water
than city expected

Council
roundup

Three state legislators
to visit over coffee here

Students remember Columbia shuttle

(See SNOW on Page 10A)

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
Get out the winter coats, hats, gloves and

scarves, because the cold weather is ex-
pected to stay around until the end of the
week with more snow likely.

Snow started to cover the ground early
Sunday morning while most people were
tucked warmly into their beds. The storm
left around five inches in the county, bring-
ing .20 of moisture.

That means for the month, there has been
.71 hundredths of an inch of moisture. For
the year, there has been .74. Normal for the

month is .48.
Victor Stegemiller, meteorologist with

the National Weather Service in Goodland,
said the storm Sunday was predicted. He
said he thought they did a fairly good job
with notifying people with winter weather
warnings in the media, but the area didn’t
get as much snow as was predicted.

The reason it snowed, said Mr.
Stegemiller, was because of a ridge of high
pressure over the Rocky Mountains. The jet
stream split, and one of the split streams
brought cold air from Canada while the

other one brought warmer air from Califor-
nia and Mexico.

The cold air is denser, he said, and as it
moved over the warm air, it snowed. There
were also jet stream waves which helped the
area get snow, but that wasn’t the main rea-
son.

Mr. Stegemiller said the snow was very
dry because of the cold. Not only the air tem-
perature, but the surface temperature was
cold.

Wet snow is a mixture of ice crystals and
water, he said. The dry snow is just ice crys-

tals, which is the type which fell Sunday
morning.

Although the storm didn’t close schools,
it kept the city and county crews busy clean-
ing the roads.

City Foreman Dan Castle said the crew
started around 9 a.m. Sunday with the snow
routes and then moved to the Main Street.
The crew also cleaned the parking areas at
City Park.

This is the first time the city crew has
cleaned snow this year, he said. With the last
storm, there wasn’t enough to clean the

streets. On Monday, the crew worked on
cleaning the large piles of snow  in the
middle of streets.

Mr. Castle said the snow was loaded into
trucks and dumped on property the city re-
cently purchased south of town.

Around 7:15 a.m. Sunday, the county
crew began work.

Road and Bridge Supervisor Tim
Stallman said they finished chaining the
blades and got started after the wind
stopped. He said the crew normally starts

(See TICKETS on Page 10A)

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
Some parents may have been a

little shocked when they showed up
at Oberlin Elementary School only
to find eight state troopers standing
outside, checking to see if the driv-
ers and kids were properly secured.

The troopers visited on Thursday,
Feb. 13, for Child Safety Awareness
Week. Trooper Jerry Stritt of Ober-
lin said they also went to schools in
Stockton, Phillipsburg and Smith
Center that week.

He said the troopers stopped each
car to make sure everyone in the
vehicle had their seatbelts on and
children were properly restrained.

The officers talked with people in
77 cars that day.

 Of those, 12 adults received tick-
ets for an adult not having a seatbelt
on and 16 for a child under 14 not
wearing a seatbelt.

The officers did give some warn-

ings, because in order to give a ticket
for kids not being belted in, there has
to be another violation.

Kansas law requires everyone in
a vehicle wear a seatbelt, said
Trooper Stritt, but there are some
specific rules for kids.

Kids under 4 years old have to be
in a child safety seat, he said. (In
Nebraska, that applies to any child
under 5.)

There used to be a weight excep-
tion in the law.

 Kids over 100 pounds, even if
under that age, didn’t have to sit in a
safety seat. That was taken out of the
law.

Any child under 14 or under has
to be belted in.

Tickets for not wearing a seatbelt
are $10 for adults and $20 for kids,
said Trooper Stritt.

The only exception to the seatbelt

At their meeting Thursday night,
the Oberlin City Council:

• Took suggestions on the city’s
drought/emergency water conser-
vation plan, although the group
didn’t take any action. Story on
Page 10A.

• Decided to deny a request from
J Corp to take out the chlorine and
pressure tests on the water service
lines. Story to come.

• Received information from
Fortis Health Insurance and de-
cided to set up an insurance com-
mittee to look at the three plans on
the table for city medical insurance.
Story on Page 3A.

• Decided to order street signs to
replace old, worn street signs. Story
to come.

• Heard that a test well drilled on
land purchased by the city only
pumped at 140 gallons per minute
in preliminary testing. Story to left.

A test well drilled about 40 feet
from the irrigation well the city
bought last year hasn’t shown the
best numbers in preliminary tests.

Thaniel Monaco, an engineer
with Miller and Associates, said the
figures he has received are prelimi-
nary because all of the tests haven’t
been done. So far, he said, it looks
like a well there would only pump
140 gallons a minute.

From the information the city re-
ceived on the irrigation well, the
hope was to get 400 to 500 gallons
per minute. Mr. Monaco said that
could still happen. They may be test-
ing in the wrong spot, he said, and
the numbers are only preliminary.

He said the drilling company,
Layne Western, found a static wa-
ter level about 24 feet below ground
surface. The depth of the test well
was about 70 feet with 30 feet or
gravel at the bottom.

The 12-hour pumping test
showed the test well could only
pump for that long at 140 gallons per
minute without drawing down the
water level. Mr. Monaco asked for
permission to test the irrigation well
for 12 hours. The test well and irri-
gation well are only 40 feet away, he
said, yet there is a big discrepancy
in the numbers.

There will be some more expense
to test the irrigation well, he added.
The council approved the extra test.

Mr. Monaco said if the well is
going produce 200 to 300-gallons
per minute, the council might want

to look at a submersible pump.
The city has around $130,000 in

the water project fund to spend on
putting in a well and a pump house.
Mr. Monaco said a submersible
pump could save $25,000 to
$30,000.

The council didn’t make any de-
cisions.

The Decatur County Farm Bu-
reau will sponsor a legislature
coffee for Sen. Stan Clark of
Oakley, Rep. John Faber of
Brewster and Sen. Karin Brown-
lee from 10:15 to 11:15 a.m. on
Saturday, March 8, at The Gate-
way.

Sen. Brownlee, an Olathe Re-
publican, is chairman of the Sen-
ate Commerce Committee, which
is placing special emphasis this

year on rural development. Sen.
Clark and Rep. Faber, both Re-
publicans, represent this area.

The three plan to discuss is-
sues addressed in the 2003 Kan-
sas Legislature, as well as antici-
pated issues and their impact on
communities.

People are invited to attend
and ask questions or voice any
concerns.

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
Customers coming to shop at

Oberlin’s Duckwalls store last
Tuesday were greeted by locked
doors and brown paper covering
the windows.

The downtown store was
closed Tuesday morning with
no warning, as a team of manag-
ers from the firm’s Abilene
headquarters showed up at first
light to start packing and mov-
ing the merchandise.

Decatur County Chamber of
Commerce Manager Glenva
Nichols, whose office is across
the street from the store, said she
got in a little after 9 a.m. and
everything looked normal. Then
she saw women in the window
taking out the decorations and
putting up the brown paper.

A sign on the front window
says that Duckwalls has closed
the store here and it invites cus-
tomers to drive to Atwood or

Hill City to shop.
Mrs. Nichols said when the paper

started to go up, she didn’t know
what was happening. When she
found out, she said, her reaction was,
that is just the way big companies do
things. It is, in fact, the way
Duckwalls usually does things.

A press release hand delivered to
The Oberlin Herald that morning,
says the sales floor of the store
would close Tuesday and gave cus-
tomers a little under a week to pick
up their film and layaway items.

“As a normal course of business,
we financially evaluate all of our
locations on an annual basis or when
the lease options allow us to exit a
location,” said District Manager
Scott Orcutt. “Our study indicated
that we would be able to make bet-
ter use of our assets in another loca-
tion.”

The company runs 36 Duckwalls
stores in Kansas, he said, including
the ones in Atwood and Hill City. It (See STORE on Page 10A)

also operates Alco Discount Stores,
including one in McCook.

Mike Bowman, a vice president,

was in town Monday helping
pack up the store so the mer-

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
Red, white and blue posters lined

the lockers on the main floor of
Oberlin Elementary School, each
with pictures of American flags,
astronauts, space shuttles or other
patriotic graphics in memory of the
fallen Columbia.

After the shuttle exploded 39
miles above the earth in the last 16
minutes of its trip on Saturday, Feb.
1, fifth graders had a lot questions,
said teacher Casandra Holdeman.
That’s one of the reasons the stu-
dents did the memorial project.

Each student made a poster with
pictures and words of what they
were feeling at the time.

Ms. Holdeman said she has had an
interest in the space program for
some time.

The students had just finished
reading a story about the Challenger
when the accident happened

The kids had questions about the
delays in the shuttle taking off and
whether  the crew would have taken
off when it did if they had known the
trip would end this way. They talked
with Ms. Holdeman about the heat
generated when coming back into
the earth’s atmosphere, the panels
that were missing and whether all
the astronauts had died in the explo-
sion.

She said in the past, the class
talked about the phrase “This, too,
shall pass.” When something bad
happens, she told them, it will pass,
and if something good does happen,
then they should enjoy it.

Students said that Americans
shouldn’t end the space program
just because of the explosion.

After the posters were finished,
each was placed in the hallway near
the library so students and staff
could read them

Students Wade Juenemann, Kad-
en Macfee and Kyle Huntley said
they found out about the explosion
on the television and then, when
they returned to school on Monday,
everyone was  talking about the
space shuttle.

Kyle said he remembers that his
teacher explained to the students
what had happened and that there
were seven crew members.

Clay Andersen said that even
though bad things like the explosion
happen, people should still enjoy the
good things in life while they are
here.

Mackenzie Carman said she was
at her grandmother’s house when
she heard the news.

 She asked her grandmother to
call her relatives in Texas to make
sure they were OK. She said her
relatives had pieces of the space
shuttle in their yard

Mackenzie chose a picture of an
eye with the world in it for her
poster. “A tragedy in the sky, then
people see the world in different
eyes,” is her slogan on the poster.

Christian Rittmann said he
learned about the crash on televi-
sion. Although he didn’t have any
questions about what happened, he
said Ms. Holdeman told him that the
shuttle had exploded and a piece had
fallen off.

Sara Copeland wrote, “February
1, 2003, a space shuttle with a seven-
crew team aboard changed a lot of
peoples’ lives. The space shuttle
exploded. It has been about 17 years
since the last explosion at NASA.
We all should remember these brave
people taking the risk to go to space
and help other people learn more
about space and its planets. Thanks
to the brave people like these, we
know more about space ”
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County General ....... 502,766.27
911 ..........................   10,792.75
Landfill ...................   11,241.75
Road & Bridge ........ 642,263.50
Special Bridge ........ 243,395.13
Home for Aged .......   41,886.10
Conservation Dist ...          41.98
Co. Health Nurse ....   43,677.28
Mental Health .........   12,338.97
JUCO ......................   76,608.40
Ambulance Memorial   3,379.49
Ambulance ..............   52,255.15
Noxious Weed .........   57,523.51
Sp. Road Machinery 205,483.00
Election ...................   52,289.04
Special Liab. ...........   17,274.91
Ambulance Sp Equip153,169.18
Employee Bene. ...... 376,682.91
Equip. Reserve ........ 151,435.25
Juvenile Detention ..     1,553.67
Summer Rec Memorial    2,679.60
Senior Citizens ........   22,014.63
Employee WH ........   48,106.11
Cafeteria 125 ..........   15,110.17
Sp. Alcohol Program     2,689.01
Spec. Park & Rec ....     1,806.75

QUARTERLY STATEMENT OF
Jean Ann Hale, County Treasurer of Decatur County, Kansas,

Showing Balance on hand for the Quarter ending January 31, 2003

Summer Rec. ..........     4,311.62
Public Trans. ...........     5,236.38
Special Jail Equip...        530.24
PATF .......................        320.90
Sp. Fire Equip. ........   94,001.77
Bond & Interest ......   39,349.69
RFD Memorial ........     1,128.67
CORE Grant ...........          18.20
RFD ........................   90,152.95
Bad Check Trst Fnd        865.84
Corp. Plan Emp. ..... 245,387.41
Current Tax ............. 266,915.21
Advance Tax ...........        503.48
Motor Vehicle Tax ..     5,910.26
Delinquent Personal     9,983.31
Treas. Special Auto .     9,886.40
Motor Vehicle License  3,789.25
Sales Tax .................   23,714.61
R.V. Tax ..................          78.73
Park Permits ............        708.75
Alcoholic Liquor Tax       125.00
Partial Pay ...............        386.86
Escaped Tax ............        249.48
Redemption & Assign.28,424.31

Total.......................3,580,443.83

Gen’l Sp.
TOWNSHIP Revenue Road Road
Allison 249.03 72.18
Altory 277.93
Bassettville 9,984.51 4,079.94
Beaver 277.17
Center 294.64
Cook 256.61 50.18
Custer 267.30
Dresden   SW 463.32 309.07
Finley 17,597.26
Garfield 309.27 27.13
Grant 299.95
Harlan 338.60 14.51
Jennings 354.63
Liberty 282.27 48.82
Lincoln 331.85
Logan 22,786.97
Lyon 377.41
Oberlin 7,242.91
Olive 9,059.60
Pl Valley 351.27 26..90
Prairie Dog 301.13 10.21
Roosevelt 242.04 30.58
Sappa 240.72
Sherman 6,956.64 3,086.71
Summit 14,834.52 3,921.67
TOTAL    SW 463.32 93,823.30 11,368.83

CEMETERY
Norcatur 524.27
Dresden 728.60
Hawkeye 1,322.14
TOTAL 2,575.01
FUNDS:
County Funds 3,580,443,83
Township Funds 105,655.45
City Funds 0.00
Cemetery Funds __2,575.01 TOTAL  3,688,674.29
CASH:
Investments 351,287.67
The Bank 342,839.18
The Bank Oberlin 1,112,877.55
Cash 625.00
The Bank MM 61,624.23
The Bank Ob. MM 72,888.76
First National MM 300,098.63
TBO Corp Plan 245,387.41
Farmers Bank & Tr.1,201,045.86

TOTAL 3,688,674.29

I, Jean Ann Hale, Treasurer of DECATUR County, Kansas, do sol-
emnly swear that the above statement is complete, true and
correct, to the best of my knowledge and belief. SO HELP ME GOD.
I HEREBY CERTIFY, That the foregoing statement was subscribed
and sworn to before me, and in my presence, by the above named,
this 31st day of  January, 2003.                   Marilyn Horn, County Clerk

CITY
Clayton 0.00
Dresden 0.00
Jennings 0.00
Norcatur 0.00
Oberlin 0.00
TOTAL 0.00

Geihsler
Auto Repair
Rt. 3 — McCook, Nebraska

“We specialize in
automatic transmission

repair & rebuilt engines.”
For more information, call:

308-345-5179

No phone line required
Always on

High-Speed 
Cable Internet
It’s Blazingly Fast!

1-800-999-6845

* Snow brings little moisture

THE SNOW ON SUNDAY needed shoveling, but by Monday a light coating could be swept
off walks. That was just what W.E. Jernigan was doing before lunch.

        — Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

(Continued from Page 1A)
with the airport runway and the hos-
pital and then moves to county
roads, then to township roads. By 6
p.m., he said, the crew was finished.

Mr. Stallman said it seemed the

lightest snow fell around Jennings
in the southeast and the heaviest  in
the Traer area.

This is the second time the county
crew had to clean snow this year.
Mr. Stallman said that if it is less

than two to three inches, then the
crew is just scraping the gravel and
it isn’t worth going out unless the
snow is drifted.

* Store
    closes
    down
        Employees
        pack all items

(Continued from Page 1A)

* Tickets given for unbelted kids

chandise could be moved out.
He said the company normally

makes a decision like this and then
comes in and closes the store. That
is why there was no warning, he
said. It was the same when the com-
pany closed its Alco store in
Goodland last year and an Alco store
in Garden City a little more than a
week ago.

When the store in Garden City
closed, the firm said it was getting
out of towns larger that 5,500, espe-
cially those with competing dis-
count stores like Wal-Mart.

Mr. Bowman stood inside the
store with the door open part way.
He said that the merchandise inside
would go back to the warehouse.

Employees will have the choice
of being transferred or taking a sev-
erance package, he said.

Mr. Bowman said this was the
only store in the Alco and Duckwall
chain that was being closed on Tues-
day. He said he can’t disclose any
other stores that are on the list to
close.

Asked if it might be a nearby
Alco, he said, “You ask good ques-
tions.”

In less than two weeks, he said,
the merchandise will be out of the
store. Mr. Bowman said he couldn’t
say if the company owned or leased
the building and would not let the
reporter in to take pictures “for
safety reasons.”

The building is owned by Joe and
Patty Currey of Hays. Mr. Currey
said he received a phone call last
week from someone in Oberlin that
the store had closed. He said he tried
to contact the company but his
phone call was not returned.

The next day, said Mr. Currey, he
received a registered letter about the
closing.

Laurie Wasson, owner of Prairie
Petals and president of the Oberlin
Business Alliance, said she was sad
that the store had closed. Duckwalls
has closed before, she said, and then
reopened. The store wasn’t closed
for very long then, she said, but who
knows what will happen this time.

In 1986 the first Duckwalls store
closed at the firm’s original loca-
tion, just north of Stanley Hardware,
when it was sold to the Banner store
chain. In 1992 after the Banner store
closed, Duckwalls reopened in the
present location.

Mrs. Wasson said she is disap-
pointed in the firm for the way the
closing was handled.  The store was
a real asset to the community, she
said, but this is just a sign of the
times.

The downtown store is highly vis-
ible, she said. Big businesses go
down every day around Oberlin, she
said, mostly family farms, but
people don’t see that.

This time, people can see the
brown paper in the storefront.

Mrs. Wasson said even though it
is hard, people need to have a posi-
tive attitude about the closing.
Something good always comes out
of everything, she said; sometimes
it just takes a while.

Down the street at Times Past,
Arian Arnold said when she drove
down the alley that morning she saw
the palettes of boxes behind
Duckwalls but didn’t realize what it
was until she heard the store had
closed.  She said she couldn’t be-
lieve the company had closed the
store.

Mrs. Arnold said she had heard
rumors about the store closing. She
said she learned what happened
while talking on the phone to some-
one who had just found out.

She said a lot of people shop out
of town for products that could have
been purchased at that store.

“All I can say is, shame on us,”
said Mrs. Arnold.

(Continued from Page 1A)
law is for trucks over 16,000 pou-
nds.  That doesn’t include semi
trucks, though, since those are cov-
ered by federal law which says
seatbelts have to worn.

Lt. Doug Griffiths of Norton said
officers sent letters to eight newspa-
pers in his area and officers also did
public service announcements say-
ing that during the awareness week

this year, the patrol would be con-
centrating on education and en-
forcement.

Trooper Stritt said everyone
should wear seatbelts not just be-
cause it is the law, but for safety.
Many say they don’t wear seatbelts
because they are safe drivers, he
said. It isn’t about how you drive,
however; it’s about others on the
road.

The No. 1 killer of children under
16 years of age is car accidents, he
said, and seatbelts reduce the risk of
being seriously injured or killed in
car accidents.

He said officers have taken on a
“zero tolerance” policy for child and
passenger seat belt violations. If you
get stopped, and you’re not wearing
a belt, or you’re kids aren’t strapped
in, then you’ll get a ticket.

Winter watering OK;  wasting not
With the continuing drought,

many have started watering their
trees and lawns and the county ex-
tension agent says they still need to
be careful not to waste water.

County Extension Agent Byron
Hale gave a presentation on water-
ing trees and lawns at the Oberlin
City Council meeting recently,
stressing the importance of careful
watering.

Mr. Hale said with the current
water shortage and the water level
in Oberlin’s wells dropping, at some
point people may have to decide
what is more important — saving
the lawn or the trees.

If it comes to that, he said, trees
should be the highest priority.

A lawn can be replanted, he said,
and within 90 days it can be pretty

and healthy again. Trees take much
longer to grow: you can plant a $100
tree and in 90 days it will still look
like a twig with little growth.

If trees are the priority, Mr. Hale
said, our grandchildren and great-
grandchildren will see the benefits.

People seem to think of a water
crisis just in the summer, the exten-
sion agent said, but they need to con-
serve water in the winter, too.

Trees need to be watered within
the drip line, which is where the
water would fall off the outside
branches, he said. A tree needs to be
watered at a depth of eight to 12
inches, and that can be checked by
sticking a metal rod into the ground
to see when it hits dry soil.

Trees need to be watered from the
drip line into the trunk, he said, be-

cause that is where most of the
feeder roots are.

Winter watering is important
when it is warm and there is no snow
cover, Mr. Hale said, because plants
need moisture or they dry up and die.
In the winter, grass needs to be wa-
tered to a depth of four to six inches,
he said.

As long as it doesn’t freeze, he
said, residents can water all winter
whenever the lawn or trees need a
drink. Mr. Hale suggested checking
the moisture in the ground with a
metal rod like a screwdriver before
watering.

When people water in the winter,
he said, they need to be conserva-
tive.  He said sprinklers need to be
monitored better and people should
try not to be wasteful.

Council takes ideas for drought water rules
The Oberlin City Council took

suggestions for the drought/emer-
gency water conservation plan at
their meeting Thursday night at The
Gateway.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said he had talked with Willard
Perrin of the water department, who
said he felt the plan worked well last
year. Mr. Perrin said he didn’t feel
people are watering at the same rate
they were at the same time last year.

There was one change Mr. Perrin
suggested. He said instead of doing
even/odd watering based on the
house number and corresponding to
the calendar day, each homeowner
should have three days a week to
water. For example, homeowners
with odd numbered houses could
water Monday, Wednesday and Fri-

day and homeowners with even
numbered houses could water on
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.
Then no one would water on Sun-
day.

There are people who work all
week, said Councilman Ken Shobe,
so maybe they should make the non-
watering day during the week.

The most recent measurement
shows that the water table is two feet
lower than it was last year.

The city’s biggest well, No. 10, is
still out of order, but City Foreman
Dan Castle said the company said
they would be here Monday to put a
new pump in.

Mr. Shobe asked if watering
would still be restricted to night-
time. He said it is a pain to get up at
midnight and either turn the water

on or off.
He said he agreed that the plan

should go to three days a week wa-
tering for each house in Oberlin with
a day where no one can water. He
said he would probably have some
time proposals.

Councilman Jerry Fidele asked if
instead of house numbers if the
council could split so the east side
of the town watered one day and the
west side the other day.

With the water pressure prob-
lems, that wouldn’t work, said
Thaniel  Monaco, but they could go
east and west sides of the street,
which essentially would be even/
odd numbers.

The council didn’t make any de-
cisions, but agreed to continue look-
ing at the plan for possible revisions.

Fees may be needed
to pay for program

The Local Environmental Protec-
tion Group, which tests water wells
for nitrates, arsenic and other chemi-
cals and works with bringing septic
systems up to code, asked Decatur
County commissioners last Tues-
day to hike fees for area users to help
pay for the program.

Mike Balthazar, representing the
group, said he has set up meetings
with the 16 counties in the northwest
Kansas area to get some feedback
before any decisions are made. He
said for the last 13 years, the pro-
gram has been operated mostly with
state money, but with the budget
shortfall, some money may need to
come from local sources.

He said the state would like to see
matching funds from counties.

There are two ideas, said Mr.
Balthazar, either fees for the ser-
vices or a small county tax which
would go to the program.

Commissioner Ralph Unger
asked how much the counties would
have to raise. Mr. Balthazar said the
program needs $130,000 for base
funds. That’s $7,000 from each of
the 16 counties and then $23,000
raised in fees.

There is a carryover each year of
around $35,000 that runs the pro-
gram for the first five to six months
in case the state is late with the
money.

Mr. Unger said to get the money
the program needs, though, the fees
would have to be quadrupled. There
is also a possibility of raising county
permit prices.

The biggest activity, said Mr.
Balthazar, is in Thomas, Norton,
Scott and Sherman counties.

Mr. Unger said he thought some
of the money needed to be generated
by an increase in fees. He suggested
a charge of $30 for septic system
inspections and permits.  If there are
300 a year, then that would bring in
$9,000.

That doesn’t mean that they can’t
still test water wells for Head Start
families or families on Women, In-
fants, Children for free. He said he
didn’t want to put a hardship on
people so they don’t get the tests
done, but some of the prices could
go up.

Counties can pull out of the pro-
gram before April 1, said Mr.
Balthazar.

Commissioner Doyle Brown
agreed that they should be able to
come up with some of the money
through fees, but shouldn’t charge
poor people a high rate.

Mr. Blathazar said the program
has reserve funds now, so it is OK
for next year, but will have to get
some fees in to pay for the year af-
ter that.


