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Here is your chance
to join scholar bowl team

Somemay call it usel essinformation, othersknowledgebut, onething’s
for sure: the Decatur Community High School Scholar Bowl teamknows

theright answersat theright time.

Thehighschool team, madeof 20 students, took theClass2A statecham-
pionship last weekend by knowing alot of stuff about alot of things.

CoachMarleneM oxter said thehigh school team practicesat |east once
aweek during homeroom, whichis30 minuteslong.

The junior high team, with 23 students, practices after school or in

homeroom.

Samplequestionsaresentto Mrs. Moxter inapub-
lication each month, and fromthat, the studentsprac-
tice. Shealso has some questionsonfile.

Mrs. Moxter said scholar bowl isn’t about memo-
rization. Thestudentsarelearningtheinformationin
class. Someof themhaveaparticular interestin some-
thing, sothey do outsidereading onthesubject. All of

them are self starters, she said.

Eventhoughthehigh school team has20 members,
she said, during regular competition only eight go
becauseonly fivecanplay at atimeandthenthereare
threesubstitutes. At regional and state, only four com-

pete and thereisone substitute.

Thestudentswho gotothecompetitionsarepicked
on how they perform at practice. Shesaid shetriesto
get agood blend of studentswho aregoodindifferent

areas.

Mrs. Moxter said shehad afeelingthestudentswere
going to win state this year, but then when they did,
shesaiditwaslike, “Wow, wedidit.”

Herearesomeof thequestionsthestudentsanswer
in practice and competition. Seehow many you can

getright.

(Answersare printed upside down below.)

Below are actual questions used
at the Oberlin Invitational Scholar
Bowl onNov. 10, 1998.

1. Why do many tropical trees
lack annual rings?

2. ThelifelesslakesinAmerica's
Northeast and acresof dead treesin
Germany’ sBlack Forest canbothbe
attributed towhat kind of precipita-
tion?

3. A photonisnever at rest. Rela
tivity theory insiststhat aphoton can
exist only at what speed?

4. What nickname was given to
Haydn’ sSymphony No.96inD af-
ter achandelier fell during the per-
formance, unaccountably hurting
no one?

5. Identify the Spanish-born art-
ist whosereal namewas José Vico-
triano Gonazlez. This artist, who
contributed tothe Cubist movement
and once called hiswork “flat, col-
ored architecture,” adopted a sur-
name that is the French word for

“grey.

6. Tracey’ sbest inthe high jump
wasband5/6feet. Expressedinsim-
plified form, how many feet below
the meet record of 6 and 7/12 feet
was her jump?

7. What isthe equation of thedi-
rectrix of the parabolay squared =
negative 8x?

8. If A isthe set containing 1, 2,
and 4, and B isthe set containing 4,
5,and 8, what setistheintersection
of AandB?

9. This phrase now frequently
usedin Chinareferstoany difficult
task or grand planinpersonal or na-
tional affairs. What is this phrase
reminiscent of the 6,000-milejour-
ney undertaken by the Chinese
Communist Red Army between
1934 and 19357

10. Both in terms of population
andland, itisthelargest Indiantribe
intheUnited States. Nameit.

11. What country is located be-
tween Puerto Rico and Haiti?
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12. Whichtypeof poeticfoot con-
sists of two unaccented syllables
followedby oneaccented syllableas
illustrated in the following? By a
hole in the woods sat a green little
boy.

13. What word should be used to
correcttheonegrammatical errorin
this sentence? Each of the variants
indicated in boldface type count as
anentry.

14. What isthelast helping verb
inLincoln’s*Gettysburg Address’?

15. Many of the politicians
elected last week campaigned with
apromisetocleanuptheagency that
collects the kind of tax that Will
Rogerssaid hasmademoreliarsout
of the American people than golf.
Namethistax.

16. Flight 111 that crashed of f the
coast of Nova Scotia this fall be-
longed towhat airline?

17 Trandate the following: (A)
Einvogel fliegt. (B) Unoiseauvole
(C) Unpajaro esta volando.

Here is a sampling of questions
offered in Accent on Academics, a
weekly publication offering ques-
tions for the high school’s gifted
program.

18. Identify boththespaceshuttle,
thefleet’ soldest, that burned up on
re-entry over Texason Feb. 1, 2003,

astronauts, and the year thisshuttle
firstflewonApril 12withRobert L.
Crippen and John W. Young
aboard.

19. Identify the only Arab nation
that isamember of the U.N. Secu-
rity Council.

20. AOL Time Warner recently
reported a $99 billion loss for
2002—the largest annual loss ever
by a U.S. company—and an-
nounced that themanwholaunched
CNN, TBS, and TNT, isresigning
asvicechairman. Namehim.

21. Oneof the seatsleft empty at
President Bush' sStateof theUnion
Addresswas areminder of thevic-
tims of which terrorist attacks that
took placeintheU.S.?

22. A member of Hinduism’s
lowest castewasrecently electedto
thehighest positioninIndia smost
prosperous state. Traditionally,
what derogatory nameisusedforthe
lowest members in this now out-
lawed caste system?

23. |dentify boththespaceshuttle
that exploded uponliftoff onJan. 28,
1986, withthelossof 7lives, andthe
spacecraft that caught fire, killing 3
menonJan. 27, 1967.

zeal to attack Irag, and urged the
Security Council and the people of
the U.S. to oppose him.

31. Who took office on Jan. 1,
1990, as the first black mayor of
New Y ork City?

38. Which 2 brothers, allegedly
suckled by a she-wolf in the
Lupercal, acave on the Palatin in
Rome, established areligiousfesti-
val known as the Lupercaliato be
celebrated on Feb. 157

39. When assassin Giuseppe
Zangara shot and killed Chicagc
Mayor AntonJ. Cermak onFeb. 15,
1933,inMiami, Fla., atwhich Presi-
dent-elect washeaiming?

40. At the start of which war was
theU.S. battleshiptheMaine blown
up while at anchor in the Havane
harbor on Feb. 15, 1898, with the
loss of 260 crew members?

41. Which geographic namepre-
cedes all of thefollowing: Islands,
Standard Time, Rim, and Ocean?

42. Which words precedes all of
the following: nautilus, tiger, trail,
clip, cutter, and money?

43. The 6 New England states
make up what percent of the num-
ber of contiguousU.S. states?

44, Calculate the perimeter of an
isoscel estrapezoid with aheight of
4 metersand bases of 6 metersanc
12 meters.

45. Thesumof thefirst and fourth
terms of an arithmetic seriesis 25.
What is the sum of the second anc
third term of thisseries?

46. | dentify the U.S. state whose
nameisderivedfromanAleutword
meaning “thegreat land.”

47. Identify the Alaskan moun-
tain peak named for the winner of
the 1876 presidential election.

48. |dentify the breed of spruces
that sharesitsnamewiththecity that
served asAlaska scapital whenthe
territory was controlled by Russia,
from 1799to0 1867.

49. Which 4-word phrase com-
pletesthefollowinglinefromal960
novel: “Shoot al the blugjays you
want, if youcanhit*em, butremem-
berit'sasin "?Thephrase
isalsothetitleof thebook inwhich
itappears, Harper Lee sonly novel.

25. President Bushin his State of
the Union Address said he wanted
$1.2billiontospeed devel opment of
hydrogen-powered vehiclesin a
programcalled Freedom FromFuel.
Which science fiction author pre-
dicted that “water will one day be
employed asfuel” in hisnovel The
Mysterious Island, published in
Franceinthe 1870s?

26. Identify the queens of En-
gland who were the daughters of
Henry VIII.

32. Inwhich year did the Treaty
of Parisend the French and Indian
War whenitwassigned on Feb. 10,
twenty yearsbefore another Treaty
of Parisended the American Revo-
[utionary War?

50. Which word completes the
title of Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s
book The Gulag , the
publicationof whichledtohisexile
from Russiain 19747 This worc
means“agroup of islands.”

33.0nFeb. 11, 1812, Massachu-
setts Gov. Elbridge Gerry signed a
law that divided hisstateinto politi-
cally convenient but wildly shaped
districts. Which term now desig-
nates such politically convenient
redistricting?

27. |dentify thetitle Pope Leo X
awarded Henry V111 after hewrote
his Assertio septem sacrament-
orum, defending the sacraments
against Martin Luther’ sattack.

34. On Feb. 10, 1962, U.S. pilot
Francis Gary Powerswas rel eased
in exchange for Soviet spy Rudolf
Abel. Which type of plane was he
flying when hewas shot down?

51. Onwhichepicwork by which
poet isthe film O Brother, Where
Art Thou? loosely based?Thisfilm
openswiththewords“OMuse.”

52. Identify the American author
whose 1917 novel A Princess of
Marstellsthe story of John Carter,
who is magically transported to
Mars, where he rescues the beauiti-
ful princess Dejah Thoris from the
Tharks. Healsocreated thefictional
Tarzan.

28. Which group ruled western
Armeniafrom 1514 until their de-
featin WWI?

29. Namethepolitical group that
ledanarmy revolt against Turkey’s
dictator, Abdul-Hamid, in 1908,
forced him out in 1909, and domi-
nated Turkish politics until 1918,
whenthey succeededinmakingthe
country arepublic.

35.WhichamendmenttotheU.S.
Constitution providesfor presiden-
tial succession and disability and
vice presidential vacancy? It was
ratified on Feb. 10, 1967.

53. What namedotheresi dentsof
Marscall their planetin Edgar Rice
Burroughs' APrincessof Marsand
its 9 sequels: Barsoom, Oceania,
Brigadoon, or Skull Island?

36. Name the American poet
whosenovel TheBell Jar was pub-
lishedin Englandin 1963 under the
pseudonym Victoria Lucas. She
committedsuicideonFeb. 11, 1963.

24. | dentify theNobel PeacePrize
winner who recently described
President Bush as “arrogant and
shortsighted,” implied that he was

30. Thefirst U.S. stamp for 2003
honors which Supreme Court jus-
tice, thefirst black to serve in that
position?

37. Namethelranian leader who
onFeb. 14,1989, caledonMuslims
to kill Salman Rushdie, the British
author of The Satanic Ver ses, abook

54. Whichmajor Mississippi city
surrenderedto Unionforcestheday
after the Battle of Gettysburg
ended?

55. Identify the Scottish-borniron
and steel magnate who during the
Civil War supervised the transpor-
tation of thewounded after the First
Bull Runbattleandin1901 founded

onits28thflight, withthelossof 7 racist for ignoring the U.N. in his that offended him. theNew Y ork publiclibrary system.
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