Group
tolook at
options

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

TheOberlin City Council decided
Thursday to set up an insurance
committee of two employees, the
mayor, city administrator and a
council membertolook at thecity’s
options for health insurance in the
face of a44 percent rate hike.

Mayor Gary Walter said even
thoughthecommitteewill study the
options and make a recommenda-
tion, the council hasthefinal say.

Thecity hasthreeinsurance pro-
posals to look at, including Blue
Cross/Blue Shield, which will in-
crease44 percentthisyear; thestate
plan; and FortisHealth Insurance.

The city can afford the current
policy with the increase, but coun-
cilmenhaveaskedwhetheritiswise
to spend that much money inatight
budget year. At past meetings,
membersof thecouncil and admin-
istration have voiced concerns
about the state’ splan.

The third plan is from Fortis,
which Councilman Stan McEvoy
found on the Internet. Before pre-
sentingwhat hefound, Mr. McEvoy
said he wanted everyone to know
that the policy isnot through thein-
surance agency he worksfor. He
said they do not sell group insur-
ance; itisjust acompany hefound
searchingthelnternetandcalledfor
information.

Fortis, he said, was founded in
1892 andisastrongcompany. With
higher deductibles, he said, the
policy could save the city almost
$38,000 ayear.

The coverage is pretty much the
same as what city employees have
now, hesaid.

Thedeductibleswoul dbe$2,000
for asingle person and $4,000 for a
family, he said. That ishigher than
what thecity now has, whichis$500
forasingleand $1,500for afamily.

Oneideawould befor thecity to
pay half of the deductibles for the
employees, said Mr. McEvoy. He
said that could be done by giving
eachemployeeacredit cardfor half
of the deductiblethat could beused
for medical visits. For example a
single person would have a card
with $1,000 on it. That way, when
thepersonwentinfor anexam, they
could pay with the card and it is
done. Theemployeewouldthenbe
responsiblefor thesecond half of the
deductible.

Mr.McEvoy saidoneof thedraw-
backswouldbewhoisinthefirm’'s
network and whoisn’t. Most of the
hospitalsinthenetwork areinKan-
sas, so there could be problems
when patients are sent to Kearney,
Neb., or Denver.

He said children are covered to
age19, except for full-timestudents,
who are covered to age 23. Mr.
McEvoy said Fortis does not do
monthly printoutsunlessrequested.

Mayor Walter asked what direc-
tion the council wanted to go with
the insurance. Councilman Ken
Shobe said he would like to hear
from the employees.

Thisisn't something, said Mr.
McEvoy, that needs to be decided
tonight. He said on group health,
once the company hasall thecity’s
medical information, theFortisplan
could go up asmuch as 67 percent.
Mr. McEvoy said the city isn’t
lockedinevenif quoted afirmnum-
ber. He said the representative he
had been workingwith said henor-
mally waswithin 10to 20 percent of
what the actual pricewould bedur-
ing preliminary work.

The council agreed to have the
mayor appointacommitteeandtalk
aboutinsuranceat afuturemeeting.

Timechanges
for program

TheHeartland Sharedistribution
time has been changed, effective
this Saturday.

Pick-upwill bebetween8:30a.m.
and9:30a.m. attheambulancebarn.
Thetruck will bein Oberlin around
8 a.m. for thosewishingto helpun-
load.

Rotary Club last week.

Speech students
show off talents

PLAYINGADENTAL PATIENT,An-
thony Marshall (above) waslessthan en-
thusiastic with the dentist, sister Andrea
Marshall, who was about to operate with-
out anesthetic. Dane Anderson (right)
showed what madnesswaslikeinasketch
about the death of Edgar Allen Poewhen
membersof the Decatur Community High
speech team performed for the Oberlin

— Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

Road crew busy with gravel

The Decatur County Road and
Bridge Department has kept busy
thiswinter with graveling projects
around the county.

Supervisor Tim Stallman said at
the county commission meeting
Tuesday, Feb. 11, that thecrew was
just about donewithaproject onthe
Harlan/Roosevelttownshipline. At
that time, there was about a half a
mileof graveling left tofinish.

The crew has been keeping up
with townships as they call in for
gravel, hesaid, andthereisarequest
inJenningsfor gravel.

Mr. Stallmansaidthey areputting
insomeguard railsat thelandfill to
protect the fuel tanks and other ar-
ess.

Thecrewisa soworkingongen-
eral maintenance and small repairs
ontheequipment. Oneof thegravel -
hauling trucks needs a clutch and

one of the scrapers needs the rear
main seal replaced.

Mr. Stallman said after trying for
two years to get the “metal man,”
Eddie Martin out of Stockton, to
cometothelandfill, someonecame
outand pickedupthepieces. Hesaid
therewasover twosemitrailer loads
of metal.

Mr. Stallman said metal comesin
steadily andisplacedinthreepiles,
oneforwire, onefor light goodsand
onefor everything el se.

The market is poor, he said, and
itishardtoget rid of metal.

Mr. Stallman said he had three
tarps madefor the gravel trailersat
Gorman Tarps. He said the price
wasgood andthejobwasdonewell.
He said there were some problems
with the other tarps because they
weren’t wide enough. With adjust-
mentsto the tarps, the ones bought

in town were still cheaper than or-
dering, hesaid.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

* Heard the road department had
received a payment from Vance
Brothers for using the yard in
Jennings, along with asigned con-
tract. The firm is repaving K-383
from Jenningsto Clayton thissum-
mer.

* Heard that Mr. Stallman still
needstotalk withofficersinHarlan
Townshipabout possibleroad clos-
ings.

 Heard everythingwent smooth-
ly for thecrew after thelast snow the
county received. Mr. Stallman said
thecrew first goesout and opensthe
hospital, airport and emergency
routes, then when it stops snowing
the crew goes back out and triesto
get therest of the roads open.

County back todrawingboardonbid

The county noxious weed and
road and bridge departments are
back tothedrawingboard after abid
foraroadsidespray truck thedepart-
ments were going to share fell
through.

The Decatur County commis-
sionersaccepted the $18,000 bid at
their meeting Tuesday, Feb. 11. The
bid from Truck Town included a
new transmission.

Atthecommissioners’ next meet-
ing, NoxiousWeed Director Gaylen
Huntley said the transmission was
actually going to cost an extra
$3,000.

The original transmission that
washidwastoo small for thetruck,
owner Kirk Y oung explained | ater,
so the $3,000 difference was for a
larger transmission. The transmis-
sion was not coming from Truck
Town but a separate company, he
said.

Mr. Huntley said he tried to call
all of the commissioners when he
found out about thepricedifference
but couldn’t getintouchwithDoyle
Brown.

Hesaid heisgoingtostart thebid
processover.

NOMINATED:

Country Music
Radio Station of the YEAR

Mr. Unger said he called the
Decatur County Farm Bureau about
three bag phones the county found
recently. Hesaidthefarmbureauis
still part of a project where the
phones are reprogrammed to call
911 and then distributed to people
who areinviolent situations.

The commissioners agreed to
givethephonestothe FarmBureau

for the program.

In other business, commission-
ers:

* Appointed Greg Grafel asFinley
Townshipclerk.

* Helda10-minuteclosed session
for non el ected personnel.

* Agreed at their last meeting for
VickieBailey tobeappointedtothe
county Health Foundation.

I

lata uumumm.

. . {
1. Are you saving enough for retirement?

2. How is your IRA performing?

3. Have you checked the diversification ’

of your IRA investments?

4. When was the last time you reviewed

your beneficiaries?

5. Are you taking advantage of new contribution

limits, possible tax credits and more?

If you need answers to these questions, Edward Jones can help.

Call today to schedule a free IRA checkup!

Ken Wellman
Investment Representative
109 West D Street
McCook
308-345-6730
1-800-658-0500

www.edwardjones.com

Ron Friehe
Investment Representative
308 West 10th Street
McCook
308-345-5666
1-800-345-5677

www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Serving Individual Investors Since 1871
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Ambulanceservice
testsnew monitor

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Sticky, round circles placed on
the left side of County Commis-
sioner Doyle Brown’s body held
leads to check his heart, while a
blood pressurecuff around onearm
and awhite oxygen sensor over one
fingertip checked vital signs.

It wasn't amedical emergency.
Mr. Brown wasthe guineapig at a
commission meeting last Tuesday
for anew Zoll M Series cardiac
monitor purchased by the ambu-
lance department.

Ambulance Director Patrick
Pomeroy hooked Mr. Brown (who
isan ambulance volunteer in Jenn-
ings) to the machine. In about a
minute, he said, he can have a
person’s heart rate, blood pressure
and oxygenlevel fromthemonitor.
He said he can also enter the
patient’s name and identification
number into the machine.

Themonitor printsastripwithall
thevital informationonit, said Mr.
Pomeroy. It can plug into any am-
bulance so it doesn’t have to oper-
ateon batteries.

Thismonitor, hesaid, isgoingto
savelives.

He said he plans to demonstrate
themachinefor theM odern Wood-
men of Americawho gave around
$2,000 towards purchasing it.

Mr. Pomeroy saidtheambul ance
volunteers would have atraining
sessionthat nighttolearnhowtouse
themachine.

Mr. Pomeroy said hewent to the
emergency medical service " Capi-
tal Day” last week in Topeka. He
said he tried to contact Rep. John
Faber but henever couldgetintouch
with him. He said he did have a
chanceto chat with Sen. Stan Clark.

Sofar, said Mr. Pomeroy, thede-
partment hasn’t received any bids
for anew ambulance.

Commissioner Pat Glenn in-
quiredif heaskedfor bidstobeback
by a certain date, and he said he
didn’t. Commissioners suggested
he send letters out stating the bids
needtobeintotheclerk’ sofficeno
later than5p.m. Monday, March 10.

Mr. Pomeroy said he received a
$684 mini grant from the Regional

County
round-up

At their meetings last Tuesday
andMarch 11, the Decatur County
commissioners:

* Heard a request to increase
fees to raise money for the Local
Environmental Protection Group
because the agency may not be
getting its money from the state.
Story on Page10A.

* Heard that the bid they had
agreed to for a roadside spray
truck fell through because the
price wentup $3,000. Story below
left.

* Tested a Zoll M Series Car-
diac Monitor the ambulance de-
partmentjustreceived. Story toleft

+ Talked about gravel projects
the road and bridge department
hasbeenworking on. Story below
left.

+ Decided to give the last
$1,000 for the privacy fence at
race track if the rest can be raised
from donors. Story below.

Prevention Center for the meth lab
task force. Jerry Chambers of the
Regional Prevention Center, whois
thehead of thetask forceinthisarea,
hasbeen called for activeduty with
the National Guard, so the money
wassent to Mr. Pomeroy.

Commissioner Brownasked how
the money will be used. Mr. Pom:-
eroy it will be used for training anc
public awareness about meth, in-
cluding advertising for events.

Mrs. Glennaskedif therearequite
afew meth labsin the county. Mr.
Pomeroy said he didn’t want meth
usetoget out of control, andtheway
tohead it off isthrough prevention.

Mr. Pomeroy said he would be
talking to Sheriff Ken Badsky anc
the Farm Bureau about joining
forcesfor training.

Hetold commissionersthat M ed-
icare had rejected elght ambulance
claims. Mr. Pomeroy said heisgath-
eringinformationandfillingout the
formsfor ahearing onthem.

Countywill givemoneyfor track

The Decatur County commis-
sionerspledged $1,000tohelpbuild
anouter security fenceat theOberlin
Speedway .

The catch is that the committee
tryingtofinishthetrack hastoraise
the rest of the money before the
county will pitchin the $1,000.

Jack Metcalf, who is one of the
group working on completing the
track, has been at several recent
meetingsaskingif thecounty would
begivingany money tocompletethe
project.

OnFeb. 11, hesaid he needed to
know if the county would beableto
giveanything beforehestartsto ap-

proach other groups, including the
city.

Personally, said Commissioner
Doyle Brown, hewould liketo see
the county give $2,000 or $3,000.

Canthecounty do $1,000?asked
Mr. Metcalf. The commissioners
waited until heleft.

Mr. Brown said hewould liketc
see the county give $1,000. Com:-
missioner Ralph Unger said hefelt
the same way. If the committee
raisesthemoney, hesuggested then
the county could give the last
$1,000. Maybe that will help en-
couragethecompl etion of thetrack,
hesaid.

Beautiful 5 bedroom, 2 bath, 2,524 sq .
LUDELL, KS. This home features spacious rooms including a chef’s delight
kitchen with eating bar adjacent to a dining room that opens onto a redwood,
wrap-around deck. Other amenitiesinclude near new siding, central air/heat,
roof and hot water heater. The picturesgue yard is a gardener’s delight.

ft. bungalow home located at edge of

Elegant two-story, 3 bedroom farm homewith formal dining room, living room
and beautiful oak kitchen with eating bar and stove, refrigerator and micro-
wave. Located at edge of NORCATUR, KS on 10 acres, the farmstead has 12
outbuildingsand isan ideal location for horses and other livestock.

Call ustoday about our newly listed homes!

Office — 785-475-2785
Lynn’s Mobile — 785-475-8514 — Roberta’s Mobile 785-475-7156
Jackie Votapka — 785-475-3963
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real-estate.com

Johnson Realty, Inc..

Roberta Johnson, Broker — Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker _ ) .
Jacqueline Votapka, Sales Associate by
109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749




