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Wateringrulesworked,
s0 |leavewd | enough alone

Oberlin’ swatering rulesworked pretty well
last year in the face of anear-record drought

and abeastly hot summer.

First, the city asked peopleto water only at
night. That makes sense, because during a
summer day, agreat deal of thewater coming
out of asprinkler just evaporates.

beimpossible. Andwhatever day waspicked
astheno-water day wouldwork ahardshipon
many people.

If the system worked last year, and there'l|
be more water availablein apinch thisyear,
why changeit? At least until we see how the
summer isgoing?

That didn’t reduce water use enough,

though, sothecity added an odd-evenrestric-
tion. That worked for the most part, though a
lot of people were mildly confused about
whichday towater andafew, apparently, were
openly defiant. Still, therewasnorecord of any
ticketsbeingissued, and water usedroppedto

abearablelevel.

This summer, the city may face the same
problem. However, it will have another well
available as soon as the mixing system now
under constructionisturned on.

Thereisno reason to believe that the same
rules used last year won’t work as well this
year. However, some councilmen want to
change things. One suggested an east-west
split of the town (the engineers quickly said
that wouldn’ twork). Otherswant todesignate
one“no-water day,” thoughthere snoparticu-

|ar reason to do that.

On another issue: The council made an un-
fortunate decision whenit gave the go-ahead
toreplacethetown’ sstreet signswiththesame
product used in previousyears.

Thestamped-steel signsarecheap, but they
don'tlast. Withinafew years, they’ rerusting
through the paint. Just look around town.

Newer a uminumsignswithreflectiveback-
groundshavebeen availablefor years. These
arethe standard for most citiesaswell asfor
state and county highways.

Their biggest advantageisthat they can be
read at night, but they will last years longer
thanthe steel signs.

With the budget pinch, the city probably
can't afford to replace al the signs this year
with good-quality material, but it could make
astart. Otherwise, it’ || facethesameproblem
inafew years.

Thetruthis, the odd-even system worked,

and there' sno other schemethat would be as

simpleor aseffective.

Getting people to remember which set of
dayswas" odd” andwhichwas" even” would

Thedecisionmay saveafew bucksthisyear,

but in the long run, better signs would be a

better buy.
—SeveHaynes

Corn stovedefinitdy a$saver

The proof, asthey say, isin the
pudding.

We have been using our corn-
pellet stovefor several weeksnow,
excluding the eight dayswe shut it
downduringour triptoMexico. Our
previous month’s heating bill was
about $150; thelast bill wasfor $98.
I’m impressed. And since my last
remark about not being able to
damper down the heat during mild
days, Jim has gotten the hang of
adjustingthermostat settingsandair
intaketo allow for alower burn.

Tome, acorn-pellet stoveislots
easier to operate than a traditional
wood stove. And, if you don’'t get
tooexcited about theoccasional ker-
nel of corn underfoot, it’s even ti-
dier.

We're still working on ideas for
storingthecorn. I’ mnot crazy about
atrailer parkedinthesideyard, but
for now, it will do. Eventually, this
whole outfit will beinstalled inthe
basement of the other house.

—ob—

Lastweekend, imand| took part
in amarriage enrichment seminar
with about 25 other couples from
our church. It wasa“WOW” mo-
ment. With agreat deal of humor,
gentlenudgingandlove, theinstruc-
torsled usthrough the minefield of
marriage.

Sinceeach oneof usisraised dif-
ferently, when a couple marries,
they are bringing those divergent
backgroundsinto themix.

Therearethe” Trivia Triggers,”
such as the cap left off the tooth-
paste, that set off an out-of-propor-
tionargument, that escal atesto non-
related issues, often including the
taboo, “you aways’ or “I never.”

Then there are the “hiders’ and
the“hurlers.” Most marriages con-

\

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
Out-Back@webtv.net

J

moisture we can expect from this
light, fluffy stuff, butit’ smorethan
what we had before.

Drivinginit yesterday made me
think of the girl who took her
father’s advice. He had told her to
wait for a snow plow and follow it
so shewouldn’ t risk getting stuck.

L eaving her job oneevening, she
found a heavy snowfall had oc-
curred. Remembering her father’s
words, she waited for a snowplow
and pulledinbehindthefirst oneshe
saw. Following close behind, she

.

tainoneof each. Thehurleristheone
who hurls out those sharp barbs
while the hider is (emotionally, at
|east) out thedoor.

Probably the best technique we
learned was “ Time Out.” Stop an
argument before it getsto the hurl-
ing and hiding stage.

—o0b—

Our old cat, Max, isdoing quite
well, thank you. Sincehisdiagnosis
of diabetes and beginning hisregi-
men of insulin injections twice a
day, hehasimproved dramatically.

| know some people think, “It’s
only cat.” But, youknow, Max was
agreat companion to Jim after his
son died, and he accepted me into
thehouseholdwith noreservations.
Max did nothing but give love and
acceptance. Hewaseventol erant of
my cat, Snuggles(whohasadefinite
attitude), when we merged our
households. Max eventually won
over Snugglesand now, thetwo, are
buds.

So when we learned that Max’ s
condition was treatable, we didn’t
hesitate. It wastheleast wecould do
for our old friend. He's getting up
therein cat years, but that’ sno rea-

had no difficulty with drifts, but af -
ter avery longtimethedriver of the

snowplow stopped and got out.

He came back to the young
woman’ scar and askedwhy shewas
following him. After sheexplained
herfather’ sadvicetohim, thedriver
told her, “Y ou canfollow meif you
want, but now that I'm donehereat
Wal-Mart, I'mheadingovertoclear

theK-Mart lot.”

(From theBibI@
\_ J

He that passeth by, and

son his remaining time can't be | meddleth with strife belong-

comfortable. ing not to him, islikeonethat
—ob— taketh adog by theears.

Snow, snow, beautiful snow. Proverbs26:17

Don’t have a clue how much
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Coupleovercomesearlymarriage

Hewaswed at 16 — amarriage
arranged by his parentsto aneigh-
bor girl. Shewas 14.

He was a good catch, Caesar
Moyron Verdugo said, with just a
littlebragin hisvoice. Hehad ajob
in the tourist industry, had been to
the United States and could speak
English.

Caesar wasshowing usthecoun-
try hegrew up in— the back coun-
try of the Baja, where ranches are
tucked into the barren landscape
next to streamsthat givethem ife.

Thiswas not the Mexico we had
been seeing in our five-star hotel
withtwo swimmingpools, arestau-
rant and exerciseroom. Thiswasnot
the ocean front property that goes
for astronomical prices.

Thiswastheland of proud people,
who live pretty much like their an-
cestorshavefor centuries.

As he points out the flora and
fauna of the Baja— cactus, palm
trees, birds, lizardsand spiders, Cae-
sar talksabout hislifeand thelives
of hisfamily and friends.

He was born on a ranch and
walked many milestoschool . Even-
tually, he moved to the dormitory
the churchin Todos Santos had for
ranchchildren. Hestudied hardand
earned the attention of histutors,
who pointed him out to an Ameri-
can couple.

Thecouplearrangedforhimtogo
totheUnited Statesas anexchange

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com
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student when hewasin the seventh
grade.

When he returned home, he fin-
ished the eighth grade and went to
work tohelpthefamily. Soonhewas
amarried man and not too long af -
ter that, afather.

But he wanted more. While his
marriagehasworked out, headmits
hewasscaredtodeath. Hedefinitely
did not want to get marriedwhenhe
was 16.

Over theyears, hehasgoneonto
completehishighschool degreeand
is going to college viathe Internet
and community colleges. He has
hel ped his wife go back to school
and complete her education. Their
eldest, ason, isat the university in
LaPaz.

Their other child isagirl of 11,
and Caeser hasvowed that she will
have her chance. She will not be
forced into marriage as soon as she
becomes a woman. She will go to
high school and college, if she
chooses.

Infact, hesaid, hegotintotrouble
over that issuewith hiswife.

Hisdaughter asked if he was go-
ingtoarrangeamarriagefor her, he
recalled, and he said vehemently
that he would never do that. That' <
what had happened to him, and he
wouldn’tforceeither of hischildren
into an arranged marriage.

“lwon’truinyour life,” hesaid.

Hiswifeoverheardtheexchange,
hesaid, and hewasinthedoghouse
for days.

Notthat hethinksmarriageruineg
hislife. He sayshefell inlovewith
hiswife, and today sheis his best
friend.

So lifeis changing in the Baja.
Slowly to besure.

Now the ranch children have ¢
high school withinrunningdistance.
They run because it’s an hour’ s
walk, andif they run, they can sleep
later inthemornings.

That sounds familiar. And they
say it makesfor agood track team.

I\/Ierge(:ltl&sand Count|$f|r5t

Consolidation.

WhiletheLegislatureisbusy ar-
guing billsthat would force school
districts to consolidate, small dis-
tricts across the state are getting
ready to mergeor die.

Thestatewon’t needtoforcecon-
solidation, just makeit aseasy and
painlessaspossible.

The most prominent proposal, a
planput forthby four administrators
fromlargedistricts,isnothingmore
than afoolish power grab. Theevi-
dence shows that the authors' dis-
tricts often have higher costs than
their smaller neighbors.

Thetruthis, school consolidation
isn't likely to save the state any
money. The savingswould quickly
disappear into the bureaucratic
maw.

But quietly growingisinterestin
local government consolidation —
consolidations of city and county
services, or evencitiesand counties,
and consolidationof wholecounties
into bigger units.

| think consolidating cities and
countiesisalogical idea. It would
greatly simplify local government
while keeping decision-making
closeto home.

We should start by eliminating
townships, which havenofunctions
left that the county couldn’t handle
with less expense. Some counties
already have consolidated their
townships, but others, like Decatur,
haveway too many.

In wagon-road days, townships
may have made sense. Today, they
justcostmoney. Many can’tfill their

AIongtheSappa

shayn%@nwkan%.com)

By SteveHaynes

boardsor gather adozen votesfor a
meaningful election.

Then, get rid of any independent,
tax-levying districts such as cem-
etery orfireboards. L et county com-
missioners make those decisions
withthehelp of advisory boardsrun-
ning thedistricts.

And then merge city and county
services. Why have, asmany coun-
tiesin western Kansas do, a three-
man sheriff’s department and a
three-man city police department?
Why not merge them into one effi-
cient unit where the officers can
haveaday off now and then?

Merge street and road depart-
ments, clerk’s offices, treasurer’s
operations, whatever isduplicated.
Wyandotte County and Kansas
City, Kansas, set a model for this
typeof merger.

They even alowed the smaller
cities in the county to retain their
independence as long as they pay
their ownbills.

Riley County showed us how to
successfully mergepoliceagencies
under an appointed chief. It works
there.

Wouldwesavemoney?Probably
not much. But government would

work better, and it would end the
unfair practiceof taxing city dwell-
ersfor rural services.

Why should city people pay for
grading county roadsthey don’t use,
and pay again for paving city
streets? It's a system which makes
little sensetoday .

At the sametime, | can't get ex-
cited about merging counties.

Wouldyouwanttodrive60miles
togettagsor pay your taxes?Woul
it be OK to haveto drivethat far to
complain to the county commis-
sioners?| think not. Thesameargu-
ment appliesto plansfor area-wide
school districts.

Someof thereally small counties,
likeWallaceor Greeley, might con-
sider merging with a neighbor or
two, but that would eliminate many
of the best jobsin Sharon Springs
and Tribune. Do people there want
that?

My guessis, aslong asthey can
affordit, peoplewon’ t giveuptheir
courthouse or their schools. Merg-
ing serviceswithinthecountieshas
alot moremerit, and alot more ap-
pesl.

And themovementisgrowing.

Dumpingat fair groundsdangerous
( L etter stotheEditor

TotheEditor:

Onbehalf of the Decatur County
Fair Board, I’ dliketomakethepub-
lic aware of arecent problem dis-
covered on the fair grounds. The
“storage area,” over the hill onthe
west side of the fair grounds, has
become an unauthorized commu-
nity dump.

Theboard askswhoever hasbeen
dumping itemsat thissiteto please
stop. Theareahasbecomeadanger-
ous eyesore that will cost time and

Grandparentsunhappy

TotheEditor:

We are disgusted with the
Wednesday, Feb. 19, Section B,
about the kindergarten play.

Thiswasacuteplay; thereshould
have been a group picture and all
their names, not just a select few.

How doyouthink theother kidsfelt?
Is this what they have to look for-
wardtothenext 12 years?
Leftout...
Al and Betty Cressler,
grandparents
Jennings

money to clean up.
SonyaGillespie, chairmar
Decatur County Fair
Advisory Board




