Fencewill
completearea

The Oberlin Speedway is only
two steps away from completion
and only onestepaway fromracing
inApril.

A committeeof four mentook up
the speedway project about six
monthsago and now they areonly a
week or two away from having a
security fence around thetrack and
areready torace.

Jack Metcalf of Metcalf Real Es-
tate; Lee Martin, an area farmer,
Scott Dolan, who works at the
Decatur Coop fertilizer plant, and
L ee Scott, asoil conservation tech-
nician with the Natural Resource
Conservation Services, are finish-
ingthework started by Rhondaand
Mick Barth over ayear ago.

Mr. Martin said without the
Barths and their idea to have the
track and getting the work started,
the group would never be at this
point.

L ast week, the group announced
that around $16,000 needed for asix
foot chain link security fence that
will go around the speedway had
been rai sed.

Thefence hasbeen ordered, said
Mr. Martin, from acompany out of
Grand Island, Neb., which will
comeinand put thefence up.

Mr. Martin said before the com-
mitteecamein, between $37,000to
$39,000 of work and material had
been put into the speedway. It still
neededtohavethesecurity fenceput
around the track for insurance pur-
poses and the rest of adebrisfence
put up.

To raise the money for the secu-
rity fence, hesaid, thegroup splitup
thebusinessesintownandjust con-
tacted peoplewho liked racing. He
said the group took any donation
from$1 up.

The more who contribute to the
speedway, themorethey will enjoy
itand haveapartinit, hesaid. Also,

(See TRACK onPage 10A)

Good

MWe'reproudo

Incumbent Jeannie Martin, lab
supervisor at theOberlinClinic,and
farmer Dave Stapp will moveonto
thegeneral electionfor theat-large
position for the Oberlin School
Board.

Last Tuesday, just 17 percent of
thevotersintheOberlin School Dis-
trict went to the polls to pick two
candidates to move on to the April
election. Threecandidatesfiled for
theposition: Mrs. Martin, Mr. Stapp
and Jan Badsky, theactivitiesdirec-
tor at the Decatur County Good Sa-
maritan Center.

Withthreecandidates, thedistrict
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Jean Martin

Dave Stapp

had to have a primary. After the
votesweretallied, Mrs. Martin had
191 votes, Mr. Stapp 115 and Mrs.
Badsky 38.

Only 338votersoutof 2,037inthe

district turned out, with 41 casting
aballotinadvance.

County Clerk MarilynHorn, who
servesasthecounty electionofficer,
said there were only two polling
placeswithonly threenamesonthe
ballot, at the courthousein Oberlin
and the Norcatur City Building.

By 7:30p.m.,shesaid, everything
had been counted. None of thecan-
didateswasat thecourthouseduring
the counting.

Mrs. Badsky congratulated the
other two candidates and wished
them luck in the general. She en-
couraged everyoneto vote.

job, grapplers!

f your season. Story on Page6A.

125th Y ear, Number 10

Athl et&stry hard&st
during Sate meet

OBERLIN CHEERLEADERS Tawni
Davis(abovefront) and Karyn Jordan offered
lots of support for nine Decatur Community
Highwrestlersat stateon Friday and Saturday.
Kenyon Badsky (left) wasthetopwrestler for

the Oberlin team, finishing second.
— Herald photos by Kurt Gaston

Mrs. Martin, who has served on
theschool boardfor foursyears, said
shewas pleased to be ableto move
on to the general election on April
1.

“1feel I'mgettingagood grasp of
the job,” said Mrs. Martin, “and
wouldliketohelpfinishsomeof the
work this board has started while
I’ve been amember.”

Mr. Stapp said he was pleased
withtheway theel ectionturned out
and plansto do some campaigning
beforethegeneral. Hesaidhewould
liketothank everyonewhovotedfor
him.

Advance voting isaready open.
Voter registration closes on Mon-
day, March 17. Thecourthousewill
stay openuntil 9p.m. onthelast day
toregister tovote.

Other candidates up for election
inthegenera are:

e Councilman Ken Shobe and
Pastor Steve Smith for Oberlin
mayor.

 CouncilmenRay Wardand Jerry
Fidele and Ambulance Director
Patrick Pomeroy for two seatsonthe
Oberlin City Council.

* BoardMember DanWassonand

(See SCHOOL on Page 10A)

Council tdlsJ Corptofinishwater project asoriginally bid

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

After alengthy discussion, the Oberlin
City Council refusedtolet contractor JCorp
skip chlorine and pressure tests on home
service linesit is replacing as part of the
city’ swater project.

A motionto accept thefirm’ srequest on
the tests died on alack of asecond during
the Thursday, Feb. 20, meeting, meaning

thetests must be made.

Thecity receivedaletter fromJCorp ask-
ingif they could skip chlorinating and pres-
sure testing the remaining service lines,
about 60 in all. The company is supposed
totest the servicelinefromthe maintothe
meter, thepartitisreplacing asit connects
homes to the new water line on Cass Av-
enue.

JCorp’sletter said the city could deduct
$3,500 off what they will get paid for the
project.

Councilman Ken Shobe said he would
liketo know the reasoning for the request.
A representativefromJCorpsaid currently
they have36holesopenonCassAvetohave
thistest done. Thetemperatureissupposed
todropto25degreesor lower, andtheholes

haveto be openfor about threedaysfor the
test. That meansthat pipes may freeze.
Engineer Thaniel Monaco from Miller
and A ssociatessaidthetestingwasincluded
intheway the project wasput out to bid. It
istheway hisfirm hasasked for projectsto
bedonefor thelast few years. Before that,
hesaid, thecompany askedfor avisual test.
What isthedownsidetonot doing thetest

thisway?asked Mr. Shobe.

Mr. Monaco said he didn’t really see e
downsidetonot doingit, butitistheway it
wasto be done.

So far the company has done around 15
of these tests, he said. Of those, two lines
havefrozen and J Corp hasfound oneleak
in a connection, said Mr. Monaco. If the

(See WATER on Page 10A)

Cedar Bluffsareaontour
for RaphMoody Day Sunday

Cedar Bluffs,asmall townnear thestatelinenorth
of Oberlin, hasbeen put onthe map by two booksby
author Ralph Moody, and on Sunday arearesidents
will getachancetolearnalittlemoreabout thebooks
and thearea shistory.

The Oberlin Convention and Visitors Bureau,
Decatur County Museum and Oberlin Artsand Hu-
manities Commission will offer an afternoon of
Ralph Moody starting at 1:30 p.m. Sunday in Mor-
gan Theater at The Gateway.

The event will start with apresentation from Jim
Hoy from Emporia State University, to befollowed
by apresentation by Sharleen Wurm, co-director of
the museum.

Connie Grafel, with the visitors bureau, said the
group decidedtofocusinonthebooksbecausemany
peoplewho visited the LandMark Inn asked Owner
Gary Anderson about the area because of the nov-
els. Mr. Anderson read the books, as did many oth-
ersinthegroup, shesaid.

Atthestatelevel, shesaid, al ot of peopletal k about
tourismanddrawing peopleinby focusingonthehis-
tory of the area. These books are one way to get
peopleinterested inthe area, both hereand from all
over.

Ms. Grafel said since the groups started to work
ontheevent, they have started getting contactsfrom

people out of state who want to come next year if it
becomesan annual thing. Shesaid thisisjust astart,
and the group hopesto makeit aregular thing.

Tohelpincreaseinterest, thevisitorsbureau gave
copies of “The Dry Divide’ to elementary schools
and students have read the books and will do apre-
sentation on Sunday.

Ms. Grafel said part of the day will include atour
of Cedar Bluffsand talking with some older people
whowill tell about what they recall of thearea.

The book, “The Dry Divide,” is based on 1919,
when Mr. Moody got off thetrainin McCook with
nomoney tohisnameand needed aplacetolive. That
placeturned out tobe Cedar Bluffs, which back then,
said Ms. Grafel, wasabustling little town.

“The Dry Divide” and “Horse of a Different
Color” werewrittenabout thetimeMr. Moody lived
in Cedar Bluffs.

Duringthetour, thegroupwill seepicturesand be
shown buildingsthat existed at that timeand the ar-
easwherethingsused to be. Therewill bearefresh-
ment stop at Dick Bunstock’ shomein Cedar Bluffs.

Reservationsfor the tour can be made by calling
Mary at (785) 475-3329 or Ellaat (785) 475-3557.

The presentation is a season ticket event. Cost at
thedooris$10for adultsor $5for students. Theevent
isfreeto kidsinthe sixth grade and under.

Final countssnow telethon
with $1,700 morethan goal

The Seeds of Hope Telethon
group brought in around $1,700
more than its goal of $10,000 dur-
ing theannual event in February.

Jack Benton, one of the organiz-
ers, said before expensesthe group
brought in $11,700. He estimated
the expenses at $1,000.

Mr. Benton said the group felt it
might not bring in as much money
thisyear, so the goal wasn’t raised
above $10,000.

He said the group was right and
things were alittle slower, but the
goal wasmet and even moremoney
wasraised.

For some, he said, it may have
been confusing astowhy thefigure
for money rai sedjumped somuchat

the end of the evening. He said the
groupdoesn’t put any figuresonthe
boardthat haven’t beenenteredinto
the computer system or aninvoice
made.

At 10 p.m., closing time for the
telethon, the final number was
given, said Mr. Benton, but thefig-
urestill jumped becausetherewere
itemspurchasedthat hadn’ t been put
into the computer.

Mr. Bentonsaidthingswentwell.
There are always things the group
learns at the event and things that
change from year to year. He said
thegroup tried anew ideathisyear
with alive auction. They plan on
having the auction at next year’s
telethon.

Event though the group is still
collecting money from auction
items, they have sent the checksout
tothe17 organizationsinthecounty
who were on the list to receive
money thisyear.

Mr. Benton said the majority of
theorganizationsreceived $650 but
therewereat | east threethat wantec
less.

The group keeps a small part of
themoney toget thingsgoingfor the
next year. He said the group can
spend at |east $120 in stampsto get
mailings out to groups and people.

For now, he said, the telethon
group istaking abreak, but in Sep-
tember, thingswill start gettingroll -
ing for next February.

L egidator swill behereSatur day

Three Kansas legislators will be
at The Gateway at 10:15 a.m. Sat-
urday to have coffee and talk with
peoplefromthe area.

The coffee, sponsored by the
Decatur County Farm Bureau, will

include Sen. Stan Clark of Oakely,
Rep. John Faber of Brewster and
Sen. Karin Brownlee of Olathe.
Sen. Brownleeisthechairman of
the Senate Commerce Committee,
whichisplacing emphasison rural

development thisyear.
Thethree will talk about what i<
happening in session this year and
answering any questions.
Everyoneisinvited. Therethree
will be herefor only an hour.
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* Track almogst
ready toopen

(Continued from Page 1A)
he said with more peopledonating,
fewer largedonationswereneeded.
Mr. Martinsaid hewouldrather re-
ceivealot of smaller contributions
than afew big ones.

“We are elated in how positive
people have been,” hesaid.

Therehasbeenatremendoussup-
port for thespeedway andapositive
attitudefrom many people, hesaid.

Mr. Metcalf said he thinks the
Oberlin Speedway will boost the
area seconomy, provideentertain-
ment and make a place for people
who liketo race.

He said by the second week in
March the fence should be up. All
that will beleftisto finish hanging
the debris fence, which the group
andvolunteersworked on both Sat-
urday and Sunday. Mr. Scott said
after thefencesare up, the promot-
erswill takeover.

Thespeedway already hasasanc-

tioninglicenseandall itwill needis
insuranceandthenitwill betimeto
race.

Racerswill beabletobringl MCA
modified, IMCA stock car, IMCA
hobby stock, bombersand cruisers
to the speedway.

A schedule has been set with the
firstracesetfor 5p.m. on Saturday,
April 12, and the second at 3 p.m.
Sunday, April 20.

Mr. Martin said the next step in
the speedway isto put up lights.

Hesaiditwill cost around $6,000
for thelightsand thenthegroupwill
ask for volunteer help for installa-
tion.

He said on overcast days, the
lightsmay beneeded evenfor races
starting at 5 p.m.

Mr. Martin said anyone wanting
tocontributemay send atax-deduct-
ibledonationto Oberlin Speedway,
Box 301, Oberlin, Kan. 67749.

* Water project
runningontime

(Continued from Page 1A)
company doesn’t do the chlorine
and pressure tests, they will still
havetodoavisual testtomakesure
therearen’'t any leaks.

Up to ayear after the project is
done, said Mr. Monaco, J Corp is
required to fix any problems.

| stherequest beingmadebecause
of timeor isit abig monetary con-
cern, asked Councilman Stan
McEvoy. Therepresentativesaidit
isextralabor tore-digtheholeafter
it has been dug up once. The holes
havetobecovered or runtherisk of
thelinefreezing.

Councilman Ray Ward asked if
theprojectisonschedule, whichMr.
Monaco said it was.

Itwassent outtobidthisway, said
Mr. McEvoy, andthisistheway the
engineer specedit. Hesaidhewould
rather see the city add a couple of
daystotheprojecttoallow thework
tobedonesothat everythingisdone
right.

Mr. Shobe pointed out that there

could be problems if the pipes
freeze.

Mr. Ward said hewas concerned
about the holesbeing open, too, but
winter is almost over and warmer
weather is coming.

JCorp Estimator Curt Staab said
thisistheonly project thecompany
hasdonethisway.

Therearealot of townsin Kan-
sas that do the visual testing. It is
quicker and the holes are covered
quicker, he said. It is better for ev-
eryone.

Steve Smith, who wasin the au-
dience, said he thought $3,500
seemed to be achintzy amount and
hebelieved JCorp shouldbeheldto
theoriginal agreement and do what
they are supposed to do.

Mr. Shobe made a motion to ac-
cepttherequest, but noonespokeup
to second it. The motion died, and
the original agreement is still in
place. That meansthecompany has
todothechlorineand pressuretest-
ing ontheservicelines.

Stamped dreat 9gns
will replaceold ones

Faded, worn street signswill be
replaced with new stamped signs,
theOberlin City council agreedatits
second February meeting at The
Gateway.

City Foreman Dan Castle said
that during earlier budget meetings,
the council talked about putting
$10,000 to $12,000 into the signs.

Hesaidhefoundaplacetoget 470
signsmadeidentical totheonesthe
city hasnow for $4,150.

That doesn’ tincludethehardware
to put the signs up, but he said he
thought that wouldbeminimal. The
hardware wasn't included in the
original priceeither.

CouncilmanJerry Fidelesaidthe
city should go ahead and buy the
signs. The council agreed.

In other business at the meeting
Thursday, Feb. 20, the council:

» Approved moving David Perrin
to full-time status, including ben-
efits, at $7.50 an hour.

Mr. Perrinhasearned hisGenera
Educational Development certifi-
cate.

 Heard that Mr. Shike had at-
tended a Rockies Venture Club
meetingin Denver with othersfrom
Oberlin. Hesaiditwasdifferentthan
any meeting he had been to before.

» Heard that thevideo projector at
The Gateway died. It has been re-
placed for $1,810. The new projec-
tor isbetter quality and enablesthe
city to providecomputer projection
anywhereinthebuilding, whichthe

old one couldn’t.

e Heard that City Clerk Martha
Nemeth plansto retire May 1. Mr.
Shike said he would most likely
movetreasurer Deanna Castleinto
thejob, asshe hasbeentraining for
it.

* Talked briefly about Rep. Jerry
Moran’ srecent visit to Norcatur.

 Approved thereappointment to
Mr. Shiketo the Kansas Municipal
Energy Agency board.

* Moved the Thursday, March 6,
meeting fromupstairstothetheater
becausetheroomupstairswill bein
use.

* Held two 20-minuteclosed ses-
sionsfor non-el ected personnel, two
for attorney-client privilege, withno
action taken.

*Heldal5-minuteclosed session
for acquisition for real property.
Afterthesession, thecouncil agreed
to request proposalsfor consulting
servicesat theairport. Thecity has
someFederal Aviation Administra-
tion money that can be used to pur-
chaseproperty near therunway. The
city will useaconsultantto help ac-
quirethe property.

e Decidedatthe Thursday, Feb. 6,
meeting to pay the third request
from J Corp for the water project.
The council approved the request
for $41,276.

The project is going well, Mr.
Shikesaid. Sofar, therehasn’t been
enough moisture to freeze the
ground and stop work.

Program for infants,
toddlersintroduced

Northwest Kansas Educational
Service Center of Oakley hasintro-
ducedastatewideinitiativefor Early
Intervention Networks, now called
tiny-k.

Tiny-k Early Intervention Ser-
vices promote development of in-
fants and toddlers with special
needs. The center provides these
freeservicestochildreninthisarea

Help is available with speech,

developmental, vision and hearing
screeningstoall children, aswell as
physical and occupational therapy
anddevelopmental trainingfor chil-
drenwho qualify.

With the name change, officials
they hopetobetter publicizetheser-
vicesand encourage parentsto con-
tact them.

For details, call (785) 672-3125,
extension 111.

s WIS
FRIDAY MORNING, Decatur County Commissioner
RalphUnger helped canvassthevotesfor theprimary school

election. — Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

* School dection
hasonerace

(Continued from Page 1A)
Monte Moorefor thedistrict 2 seat
of the Oberlin School Board. Both
men farminthedistrict.

* Board Member Kurt Vollertsen
for district 1 on the Oberlin School
Board and Board Member Barb
Olson for the district 3 seat, both
unopposed.

¢ Eric Green and Sara Carter for

Jennings City Council.

* Aden Schillig, LawrenceCarter,
Sheila Rhodes and Mrs. Carter for
the Jennings School Board.

*MikeHelmfortheNorcatur City
Council. Therearetwo seatsthat nc
onehasfiledfor.

 Russdal| Rhodesfor Dresden City
mayor. There are two seats that no
hasfiled for.

Teensplan celebration

Teens for Christ Connection is
planning a weekend celebration
marking the25th anniversary of the
youthministry theweekend of April
11-12in Phillipsburg.

A Friday nightinformal gathering
isplannedat thePhillipsburg Senior
Center. On Saturday, acelebration
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banquet (reservations) will be held
at 12:30p.m. at theHuck Boyd Cen-
ter in Phillipsburg. The weekenc
will conclude with the EDGE (for-
merly known as the Rally) on Sat-
urday night.

Oberlin Teens for Christ was
started by Eric and Cindy Scott.



