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Eventsof Yesteryear

By JodyBetts )

100YEARSAGO—March 1903

Monday at 10 a.m. Judge Geiger
convened court, and took his seat
with rather more than his accus-
tomed cheerfulness. It is not often
that a Populist judge has the satis-
faction of having his seat affirmed
by aRepublican senate. Inthe case
of State of Kansasvs. W. L. Comer
thefollowingjury wasempanel ed:
C. E. Carper, Preston Enes, W. H.
Harold, Frank Lytle, John Herzog
Jr., Frank Guy, E. E. VanGundy, P.
P.Moler, J. J. Birky, K. J. Vickers,
J.N. Steichen, S. T. Hagan.

Henry Claar of Cook Township
camedown on Tuesday to proveup
onhisschool land. Inaresidenceof
over 25year hehad never cometo
Oberlinwhentheroadswereasbad.
For several milesafter heleft home
the snow was about 15inchesdeep
and not atrack made.

Itisclaimed that theman Dewey
of Rawlins County has 70 hands
skinning dead cattleall thetime.

The SappaRiver hasbeenhigher
thanweever knew itto bethistime
of year, in the 19 years, we have
lived near itsbanks.

Most people claim that the win-
terwheatislookingfine. Itcertainly
ought tobeall right for it hashad a
covering of snow all winter.

Lew Wentz has moved back on
theoldfarm near Norcatur andwill
now likely stay there.

75YEARSAGO —March 1928

Thisissueof TheOberlinHerald
carried ashort sketch of someof the
hotel buildingswhich have served
Oberlininthe past in keeping with
the opening thisweek of the Hotel
Stapleton.

Saturday Coach Riley and Capt.
V eeh Reeveswereproudly display-
ing thetrophy given Decatur asthe
champion basketball team of the
Northwest Kansas L eague for
1928. The trophy has been placed
this week in the Addleman Drug
Storewindow, alongsidethewres-
tling championship trophy which
the Decatur Community High
School wrestling team brought
back from Haysaweek ago.

Both Norton and Oberlin had
eight winsand oneloss prior tothe
championship gameandthedoctor
had told Coach Riley that Capt.
Veeh Reevescouldplay only ashort
time, Lee Reevesnot at al and Joe
Goodrichonly apart of thegamebut
the substitutes put in their places
and Francis and Gill played val-
iantly. With the scoretied at 20-20
just aminute before the end of the
game, VeehReeveswassentinand
acquiring the ball back of center
threw aperfect goal. Goodrich con-
tributed another goal to give
Decatur a4-point lead which was
well asaDecatur manfouled asthe
gameended and althoughfansfrom
both teams poured acrossthe court
as he shot, the Norton player made
boththrowsleavingthescoreat 24-
22.

Sappa Valley: Last Sunday on
returning home from church, Mr.
andMrs. ClydeCathcart found that
someof their neighborsand friends
had arrived before they did and
brought plenty of good thingsto eat
inhonor of Mrs. Cathcart’ shirthday
which was March 2. She was pre-
sentedwithanicefruitdishandcas-
serole.

Custer: Therehasbeen no school
for several daysowingtotheillness
of theteacher, MissFern Frickey.

Cedar Bluffs: We have only had
one case of truancy in our school
thisyear.

Anaeroplaneflyingover Oberlin
alittle after ten o’ clock Tuesday
night disturbed the slumbers of
some of our citizens.

Jennings: Forrest Jennings sold
hisbarber shopinClaytonlast week
toWalkey & Bainter of Dresden.

50 YEARSAGO — March 1953

A “million-dollar snow” blan-
keted the state bringing much
needed moistureto thisareawhich
hadreceived nobeneficial moisture
sinceAugust. All farmersagreethat
the 1953 wheat crop has suffered
damage but it istoo early to deter-
mineto what extent.

Gary Coulter and Jack Metcalf,
high school seniors, took first place

intheindividual entriescategory of
the Lions Club Talent Show with
their superb performance as Dean
Martin and Jerry Lewis. The boys
splitthe $10 prize.

The Red Devils closed out the
| eagueseason Friday by triumphing
over the Oakley Plainsmen 59-41
with Bobby Brown scoring 19
points. The team took third in the
Northwest Kansas L eague with
Colby and Goodlandtyingforfirst.

The state wrestling tournament
held at Salina resulted in another
state championshipfor St. Francis.
David Brainard at 120 poundswas
the only boy from Oberlin to place
as he took second in his division.
Other boys going were Erickson,
154; Fortin, 165and Marietta, 175.

Rexford: Funeral serviceswere
held at Rexford Community
Church for Alvin Lunkenheimer,
50.

A basketball game between the
Central Bankers and the Oberlin
Aceswill beplayed Saturday night
at Decatur Community High
School under thesponsorshipof the
Chamber of Commerce. The Cen-
tral Bankers team is composed of
former collegeplayers. TheOberlin
AcesareBob L awson, Oberlinhigh
school coach; Pete Dawson,
Norcatur basketball coach; Jack
Hague, Gene Lindemann, Dean
Coughenour, Lawrence Zodrow,
Joe Brown, Leroy Flaska, Raye
Brown and Ral ph Shaw. Managers
areRay Adamsand Elmer Zodrow.

Norcatur: Mr. and Mrs. Norman
Beachel arethe parentsof adaugh-
ter born Feb. 28 at the Norton hos-
pital.

Hospital News: Mr. and Mrs.
Henry Elling, ason, Rodney James,
Feb. 26; Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Wol-
fram, Traer, ason, March 1.

JesseHuff, who hasbeen operat-
ing awelding shop and hardware
store in Jennings for the past 10
years, is moving to Norton this
week to open a shop and will be
joined there by his son-in-law,
Sandy Spires and wife Jean of
Hoisingtontobeinpartnershipwith
him.

Hawkeye: Mr. and Mrs. Joel
Nickolsmoved Sunday totheir new
homein Rexford.

25YEARSAGO —March 1978

Monday wasdevoted to orienta-
tion of thelocal medical facilities,
but Tuesday was business as usual
asDr. Robert Simpson putinafull
day of work practicing in general
medicineand surgery. Dr. Simpson
ismaking hishomeat 412 N. Wil-
sonand planstofind permanentliv-
ing quarters when joined herein
Juneby hiswife, Nadine, and fam-
ily.

Funeral serviceswereheld for a
long-time Decatur County resident,
Edna Mix Lotker who died at the
age of 87. The daughter of Millard
and Elizabeth Meade Mix, she
graduated from Decatur County
High School in1910andfromBos-
ton College in 1915 and was mar-
riedtoFloydLotkerin 1918inKan-
sasCity, Mo..

New Arrival: Mr. and Mrs.
Vernon Ketterl, Herndon, baby
boy, 3-7-78.

Gary Fredrickson, sonof Mr. and
Mrs. Doyle Fredrickson, and a
graduate student at Fort Hays State
University, was among the mem-
bersof the Fort Hays State Singers
who presented aperformanceat the
Decatur Community High School
auditoriumtheeveningof March 2,
Thegroup, directed by Dr. Donald
Stout, ison tour and spent thenight
in Oberlin with the Fredrickson
family and other friends and rela-
tives.

Approximately 1,000 man hours
were spent by Jerry Juenemann of
Seldeninrestoring his1929 M odel
A Tudor Sedan which was entered
at the Goodland Early Iron Show
last summer and received the Best
Model A and Best Antique award
and also the Best Model A prize
from the Phillips County Rod and
Custom show.

Construction of 17 new units of
low-to-moderateincomehousing at
SappaValley Manor should beun-
der way by mid-monthaccordingto
Mayor LIoyd Corcoran.

Norcatur News

BytheNorcatur NewsCommittee

The United Methodist Church
will hold a pancake feed from 5-7
p.m. on Saturday at theEducational
Building of the Norcatur United
Methodist Church. Everyoneis
welcome.

U.S. Congressman Jerry Moran
spoke at the Cardinal Cafell last
Monday and answered questions
from arearesidents.

Recent visitors of Rea and Dee
Magers were Sonny Ruff, Logan;
and Gary Anthony and MikeHelm.
Mr. and Mrs. Magers attended the
graveside servicesfor Fay Ginther
onFeb. 18at theOberlin Cemetery.

Lloyd and Sharon Staton of
Salina spent last Tuesday and
Wednesday with Francis and A-
rleneHix.

Francis and Arlene Hix, and
Veryl and Freida Van Der Wege
went to Logan last Monday for
gravesideservicesfor LoisPearson.
They also visited their aunt, Clara
States, at the nursing homein Lo-
gan.
Bill Craigunderwent surgery for
atumor on hisjaw in Hays last

week. Hisson, Clayton, of Denver,
took himto Hays.

Recent birthdaysinclude: Juanita
Eckhart, Feb. 24; MikeHelm, Feb.
25; David Hare, AndreaMarshall,
Feb. 26; and Bill Nelson, Feb. 28.
Gail and Denise Bailey observed
their wedding anniversary on Feb.
23.

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Clark of
Greensburg and daughter, Anitaof
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, were
recentvisitorsof MargueriteClark.
Oran and LaVerne Milner joined
them for lunch at the cafe.

Tuesday evening visitors of
Virgil and Joyce Price were John
and Connie Prentice of Callmar,
Canada, and John Lawton of Niton
Junction, Canada. They weretrav-
eling with Bob Price of LaGrange,
I1l., on atour of feedlotsin Colo-
rado, Nebraskaand Kansas.

Ralph and Evelyn Strayer of
Atwood visited Oranand LaVerne
Milner on Wednesday afternoon.

Therewere 18 present for Senior
Citizenson Feb. 21. Winnerswere
Kathy Van Meter, Virgil Priceand

Dorothy Lawn. The next meeting
will beat 7 p.m. on Friday.

There was excitement at the
Norcatur Post Office Friday morn-
ingwhentwo hand-carved wooden
giraffesarrived from South Africa
forVonand Greg Sumner. Thelarg-
estwasover 6feettall andthesmall
one, afoot or soshorter. They were
senttothemfromafriendinAfrica
who worked for the Sumners one
summer. Vonhasagiraffecollection.

R.D. Thornton received word of
the death of his aunt, Maudie Du-
Pree, of Phillipsburg on Feb. 11.
Shewasasister of Hazel Thornton.
Services were held on Feb. 15in
Phillipsburg.

Doug Dempewolf receivedword
that Ted Day, a hunter/fisherman
fromColorado, diedonFeb. 18. He
andhiswife, Buddi, owntheformer
Locy home. Cards will reach the
family at 16215 Crestline Place,
Aurora, Colo.,80015. Sympathyis
extended to thefamily.

Congratulations to Chance Har-
man, Scott Harman and LanceRoe,
who placed in the regional wres-

tlingtournament toqualify for state
at Hays.

Virgle Craig of Brighton, Colo.,
died on Feb. 6. He was a 1938
graduate of Norcatur Rural High
School.

ReaM agersunderwent back sur-
gery at Presbyterian/St. Luke's
Hospital inDenver onFeb. 21. Ber-
nard McCormack of Norton also
had back surgery the same day.
While at the hospital before sur-
gery, they had a surprise meeting
with Doris Faye Jackson. Her
daughter-in-law had taken her to
Denver for adoctor’ sappoi ntment.

Bill Nelsonhascompleted half of
hisradiation treatments.

Harold Curran underwent sur-
gery inKansas City on Feb. 21 and
isstaying with hisbrother, Delmer
Curran, until hereturnsfor acheck-
up. Mail will reach him, in care of
Delmer Curran, at 405 Hillside,
Abilene, Kan., 67410.

Kristi Gallentine was elected to
the board of the Norcatur Citizens
Alliance at the annual board meet-
ing held at The Bank on Feb. 20.

Midway News

By MaryLou Olson

Congratulations to Joel and Sa-
rahUerling, whoweremarried Sat-
urday afternoon at St. Mary’s
Catholic ChurchinHerndon. A re-
ception and dance followed at the
Red Willow Community Building
in McCook.

The bride is the former Sarah
Gutchewsky, daughter of Jack and
Mary Gutchewsky of thiscommu-
nity, and the bridegroom’ sparents
are Mark and Sherri Uerling, Mc-
Cook. They will make their home
at Rt. 3, Box 133, McCook, Neb.,
69001.

Weekend guests at the Jack and
Mary Gutchewsky homewere Joe
Gutchewsky and Jan Pollard, Oma-
ha; Frank and Dee Gutchewsky,
Juliet, I11.; Brian Gutchewsky, and
Krista Simonsson, Lawrence;
Tammy Gutchewsky, Oberlin,and
Danette Sellers and Amy Bell,
Bogue.

Sympathy isextendedtothefam-
ily of Clara(Carlson) Swisher, 94,
of Payson, Ariz., whodied Friday.
Shewasanativeof thiscommunity
and a daughter of the late Gustaf
and Hulda(Hoaglund) Carlson. Fu-

neral serviceswereheldonMonday
at the Payson Christian Church.

Survivors include four sons,
Wayne Swisher, Badger, Minn.;
Wallace Swisher, Sonoita, Ariz.;
Ronald Swisher, Honaunu, Hawaii,
and Stanley Swisher, Golden,
Colo.; and a daughter, Jeanette
Miller, Payson, Ariz., and their
families.

She was a sister-in-law of Lois
Carlson, and an aunt of Willard
Noren, Roger Holmdahl, Elvera
Wendelin, Edith Tate, DettaAnder-
son and Donna Kelley. Her hus-
band, Cecil, and a daughter, Ruth,
preceded her in death.

Covenant WomenMinistrieswill
beinchargeof themorningworship
servicesat 11 a.m. on Sunday at the
Herndon Covenant Church. A pot-
[uck dinner will follow.

Congratulationsto Mikeand Sa-
rah Thompson of Binghamton,
N.Y ., who are the parents of ason,
Rory Mason, bornFeb. 20,2003. He
weighed 7 pounds, 5 ounces, and
has a sister, Kelly, 3. Maternal
grandparents are Roger and Mel-
indaCarlson, and Dennisand Adda

Bell, Atwood. Maternal great-
grandparentsareMr.and Mrs. Tony
Tucker, and Mr. and Mrs. Jerry
Bell, Atwood.

Verol and Rosemary Bergling
received word on Saturday of the
deathof her brother-in-law, George
Ashmore, of Brighton, Colo. His
wife, Marge, andMrs. Berglingare
sisters.

Genevieve Henningsen was a
Sunday dinner guest of Tony and
Trish Henningsen.

Covenant Women Ministries

will meet at 10 am. on Thursday,
March 13, for a missionary work
day at the Herndon Covenant
Church. Members are to bring a
sack lunch and supplies needed to
work on missions projects. Host-
esses are Daisy Schmidt and Mil-
dred Holmdahl.

Dick and DonnaKelley met her
nieceand husband, Pam and Wyatt
Wright, of Andover and hisparents,
Morganand Joan Wright, of Larned
inHaysfor thestatewrestling tour-
nament.

M cGraw News

By Karl Launchbaugh

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Sines of
McCook visited Mr. and Mrs.
George Launchbaugh on Saturday
afternoon.

Mr.andMrs. Warren Bainter and
Benwere Saturday dinner guestsof
Mr. and Mrs. Gayle Bainter, and

spent the evening visiting with
them.

Mr.andMrs. DanL ewisattended
state wrestling in Hays on Friday
and Saturday. Jay placed fourth,
and Jeffrey also participated with
theAtwoodteamat thetournament.

JenningsNews

By SonyaGillespie

The Rock Island Rockets are
sponsoring a food drive for the
Decatur County Food Pantry. Items
will be collected during the month
of March at the Jennings United
Methodist Church. Thecommunity
isurged to help make the project a
success by donating boxed or
canned food items.

The second meeting for “ Estab-
lishing the best practices at the
Czech Memorial Museum” was
heldon Feb. 13at theRoyal Neigh-
borsof AmericaHall. Itwas made
possibleby agrant fromtheKansas
Humanities Council.

Consultant Mary Douglass of
Salina was lecturer and topicsin-
cludedhowtolist, catalog, identify
and categorize items; also what to
dowiththeitemsthat havenoinfor-
mation, known as* Orphans’.

Those present were: Dean
Gawith, Dresden; JessieDavis, Lila
Jennings, Jay Kump, Bob and
Neoma Tacha, Twila Stieben,
Jennings; Delores Stapp, Norton;
Janet Bean, Oakley; Jack Benton,
Connie Grafel, and Myrna Jones,
Oberlin.

Thefinal meeting will beheld at
9 am. on Thursday, March 13, at
the Royal Neighbors of America
Hall. Thiswill includemore*hands
on” learning. These meetings are
opento the public and anyonewho
wouldliketoattendisaskedto con-
tactLilaJenningsat (785) 678-2299
or Neoma Tacha, (785) 678-2470
by Wednesday, March 12.

An Academic Fair open house
will beheldfrom3-6p.m.on Thurs-
day, March 13, at the Jennings
School gym. Studentsin grades 7-
12 will have projects on display.
Everyoneisinvited.

Prairie Heights Teachers Asso-
ciationwill holdascholarshipfund-
raiser from5-6:30p.m. followed by

White Elephant Bingo at 7 p.m. or
Friday, March 28. Anyonewishing
to contribute either cash for the
scholarshipfundor prizesfor bingc
are asked to contact Kathy Ran-
dolph at (785) 678-2414, or e-mail
her at krandolph@usd295-
k12 ks.us.

Eight membersof Heritage A sso-
ciates met on Feb. 6 at the Royal
Neighbors of Americahall. Presi-
dent Neoma Tacha conducted the
meeting and said shewoul d contact
a contractor about the walkway .
She also gave areport on Seeds of
Hope. She and Bob and Roger
Tacha worked the phones for an
hour each.

TheHaysDaily Newssent arep-
resentativeto Jenningson Jan. 14to
interview and take pictures of the
museum and Jan Ackerman made
an appointment with Tye Y hanetc
photograph the items he has made.
ThecasefortheNortonBomb Site,
made from Plexiglas by Dean
Gawith, was accepted.

The annual meeting of the Heri-
tage A ssociateswashel dfollowing
theregular meeting on Feb. 6. Lile
Jennings, Jay Kump, Bob Tache
and Steve Hirsch were elected for
three-year terms. It was voted tc
changethe duesto $3.

Among things accomplished
during the past year were: donatec
items of historical area; cemetery
books, covers for newspapers, la-
belsfor thepapers, thevisitorshike-
arthonwith some 250 peopleservec
lunch; sponsoring the Kansas Day
programand annual meeting; lami-
nating newspapers, purchasing the
laminating machine; getting com-
puters in order; the Norton Bomb
Site, theKansasHumanitiesCoun-
cil Grant; $5,000 from the Hansen
Museum and $300 from the Bar-
gainBox andindividual donations.
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Rexford News

By ZuIaHorinekJ

GeneRogerswasadmittedtothe
Oakley Hospital by Dr. Hildyard.
He has pneumonia. Hope he has a
fast recovery.

CledaM oeder spent from Friday
to Monday in Pratt to help her first
cousin, Bernice Patton from El
Dorado, celebrate her 88th birth-
day. She stayed with her second
cousin, Don and Sandy Peatton, in
Pratt where the surprise party was
held.

Royal Neighborshad their meet-
ing at the Community Hall on
Thursday. There were seven pre-
sent. Betty Carswell washostess.

Cleda Moeder went to Denver
with David Gould to visit Carrol
Gould, his dad and her friend. He
will need alot to physical therapy

to get him back on hisfeet.

While Jolene Hansen was out of
town, LanePurcell and SteveAllen
decorated her yard with Christmas
things, asajoke. Shewasreally sur-
prised.

We really appreciate the nice
snow, especially since we didn’t
havewindwithit. Thetemperature
wasreally cold but wedidn’t com-
plain. We were really hurting for
moisture. Hopethishel psthefarm-
ersinthisareaanditisn’ttoolittle,
toolate.

Thereisajigsaw puzzleset up at
theBarn, which several of our resi-
dentshave enjoyedthiswinter.

Bill Diblehaspurchased Jimanc
Eula Dible's house and is doing
somerepairsand remodeling oniit.

Selden News

By JacqueBoultinghouse

Birthdays and anniversaries:
March 6 - Sheila Ritter, Jennifer
Eatherly; March7-Budand Tressie
Rogers; March 8 - Vala Mosier,
David Weis, Lindsey Albers;
March 9 - Evelyn Brainard; March
10-Mark Miller, Lindsey Carman,
Raymond Zodrow, Joe Zodrow,
Debbie Koerperich; March 11 -
Lois Neff, Everett Shuler, Marge

Wilson; March 12 - Joe Jruse.

On Feb. 27 at Senior Citizens,
Carol Shaw won high, Harolc
Schiltz and Alfred Alber tied for
second, Edna Schiltz got low anc
Irene Kruse had the most kings.
Other members present include;
Royce Cook, Lola Cook, Laurs
Berls, Anna Albers, Don Smith,
Don Shaw and Paulie Neff.

Herndon News

By Carrol Ginther

Thelmmanuel United Church of
Christ hosted a pancake supper at
the church basement on Sunday .

Herndon Senior Citizens held a
potluck dinner at the Senior Center
on Feb. 19. County Health Nurse
Shirley Organtook blood pressures.
Bingo was played and Beth Hraha
and Anna Mae Ketterl had black-

out. Pooch Portschy won the door
prize. The next business meeting
will betoday at the Senior Center.
Dinner guests last Thursday of
Frank and Wynemah Cox were
Roseann, Shakia Rose and Sohn
Michael Domsch of Atwood.
Tom Solko visited his mother,
MonicaSolko, last week.
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