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Far mer skeep hopedepitedrougnt

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Theareaisstill inadrought, and experts
say there’ s no hope of catching up to the
normal amount of moisturefor thelast few
years or of replenishing the ground water
anytime soon.

Even so, farmersin Decatur County still
have hopesfor agood crop if the moisture
will come.

Ralph Unger, who hasfarmed heresince
hegot out of highschool intheearly 1960s,
said he would consider the area till in a
drought.

Thereisno subsoil moistureto speak of,
hesaid. Itwasused by thecropslast year and
said thefall cropsburned up.

If theareadoesn’t get rain, headded, the
droughtwill getworse. If it doesrain, asthe
forecasters were predicting this week,
thingswill get better, but Mr. Unger said it
will take significant moistureto get agood
crop.

Farmersaways have hope, he added.

Hesaid heisn’t sureif thedroughtisrun-
ninginacycle. Therehave been both good
and bad yearssincehestarted farming, but

it has been four years sincethe areahad
good fall and spring crops.

Back inthe’50s, hesaid, when hewasin
gradeschool, hecanremember areally bad
drought.

Thisyear’ sdrought may push some out
of farming, Mr. Unger said. It is stressing
everyone in the business, but survival de-
pends on the depth of afarmer’ sreserves.

Peopleneedto pray for rain, hesaid.

Victor Stegemiller, ameteorol ogist with
theNationa Weather Servicein Goodland,
said the normal amount of moisturein

Goodland thistime of year is 1.47 inches.
Asof Monday afternoon, the area had re-
ceived .86 of aninch. Mr. Stegemiller said
without an observer in Oberlin, theservice
doesn’t haverainfall figuresfor thisarea.

Mr. Stegemiller said northwest Kansasis
still in adrought based not only on the dif-
ferencein moisturereceived but water lev-
elsinreservoirsand aquifershaven’t been
replenished. He said the levels aren’t get-
ting any lower, but they haven’t gotten any
better, either.

City wells near Oberlin show that the

stream bed aquifer has dropped two feet
sincelastyear. Figuresfor theOgallalaaqui-
fer acrosstheareaaresimilar, withan aver-
agedrop of 1.458 feet thisyear.

A drought, said Mr. Stegemiller is de-
fined aswhen an areareceives|essprecipi-
tation than normal, taken from the 20 year
average.

Wayne Bossert, manager of Northwest
KansasGroundwater Management District
No.4in Colby, said ground water levelsin
thedistrict, whichincludesall of Sherman,

(See DROUGHT on Page 10A)

City
may et
sgngay

TheOberlin City Planning Com-
mission has recommended to the
City Council that the ordinance
which bars off-premises signs big-
ger than 6 by 6 feet, be changed to
24 by 10feet.

That would mean the Classic
Cablesignon U.S. 36, acrossfrom
Sinclair, could stay, but council
members weren’'t buying the
change.

The planning commission met
prior to the council meeting Thurs-
day, March 6 night to discuss the
sign.

Inordertoputupasigninthecity
limits, abusinesshasto get permis-
sion from the city by filling out a
form, getting it approved and pay-
ingafee. That wasnever doneinthe
caseof theClassicCablesign, which
was put in by Thomas Outdoor Ad-
vertising of Manhattan. Although
the city received a check for $100,
the form was never filled out, re-
turned or approved.

City Administrator Gary Shike
saidif thecouncil changedtheordi-
nance, then the sign would could
stay sinceitis24 by 10 feet.

Mayor Gary Walter asked what
the committee’ s thoughts were on
allowing the sign to stay. Judy
Cathcart, a commission member,
said shevotedagainst thechangebut
sai d shethought thefeelingwasthat
a6by 6foot signiskind of small and
there are other signsthat arelarger
which are exempt from that ordi-
nance. The thing is, said Mrs.
Cathcart, thecompany didn’ tfollow
procedureand now they arejust try-
ing to keep their sign up.

Councilman Ken Shobe said he
could seechangingtheordinanceif
the company had gotten the sign
approved first, but the company
didn’t go through the process and
now wants the city to change the
ordinance so the sign can stay.

“There was a certain amount of
arrogance to put it up in the first
place,” said CouncilmanJay Ander-
Son.

The council decided to table the
discussiontodosomeresearch. The
council will talk about thebillboard
during itsmeeting Thursday.

Srens
tested
for oring

Decatur County resident heard
something Monday morning they
hadn’t heard in awhile: the storm
sirenswere going off.

With tornado season coming up,
Emergency Preparedness Director
Bert Cool saidthey will betested at
10 am. every Monday from now
until the end of the severe weather
season, the last part of August or
sometimein September.

Mr. Cool saidthesirenswill gooff
at 10 a.m. in Oberlin, Norcatur,
Dresden and Jennings.

Monday morning, he said, all of
the sirens worked though they
hadn’t been used all winter.

InOberlin, thereisasirennearthe
hospital, one at The Gateway, one
behindthecity shop downtownand
at the ball park on the east side.
Dresden, Norcatur and Jennings
eachhaveonesiren. All canbetrig-
gered by remote control by county
dispatchers.

Mr. Cool saidtheoscillatingtone
whichwas sounded M onday morn-

ingmeanstotakecover andthesolid
toneicthe all elear <ot ind
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PICKLES, PICKLES everywhere. Young men used truckscollided at thejunction east of Selden. David Hare
shovelsand aback hoeto clean atruckload of picklesoff with the Kansas Department of Transportation (below)

U.S.830on Thursday morning (above) after twosemi-trailer directed traffic.

Pickles, fertilizer

makehugemess
INnsemi accident

A sickening sweet, yet sour
smell filled the air Thursday
morning at the intersection of
U.S. 83 and K-383 near Selden
ascontractorsscooped up thou-
sandsof picklesspilledinaspec-
tacular crash between two semi
trucks.

Crew members worked with
shovelsandaback hoe, clearing
a smelly combination of foot-
long dills and fertilizer off the
roadway while firemen pre-
paredto spray theasphalt clean.

Sheridan County firemen
from Seldenand Hoxiestood by
and hosed downthemess. More
than a dozen state highway
workersflagged traffic past the
site. U.S. 83west of theintersec-
tionwasblocked, andtherewas
room for only one lane traffic
past the wreckage. Drivers had
to detour on the old road to the
south.

The trucks dumped cargo
across the road as awestbound
Navajorigfull of picklessmash-
ed into anorthbound truck car-
rying fertilizer.

Thegreendimy pickleswere
on their way to a packing plant
inColorado, sothey werebeing
carried in salt stock in plastic

bins, notinjarsasthey are seen.

State Trooper Jerry Stritt said the
accidenttook placeabout 5a.m, and
theroadwasstill partly blocked at 5
p.m.ascrewsunloaded bothtrailers.

Some of the fertilizer was sal-
vageable, but astate health depart-
ment inspector from Hays stood by
to make sure the pickles went
straight to the landfill.

“They tell me they’re already
changing color,” shesaid.

Driver Joseph Garcia, 34, saidhe
was driving the Navajo truck west
onK-383when hesawtheotherrig
at the stop sign on K-23 heading
north toward Oberlin.

Mr. Garciasaid he slowed to 52
miles an hour but the other driver
pulled out fromthestopsignandthe
truckscollided, crushingtheengine
onMr. Garcia struck. Picklessplit
thefront of thetrailer, floodinginto
the cab and spilling out over the
road, as the rig careened into the
north ditch.

Mr. Garcia, from Pueblo, Colo.,
was taken by ambulance to the
Sheridan County hospital inHoxie.
Trooper Stritt said the other driver
wasJohn Lowe, 49, El Paso, Texas.
Histractor wasknocked throughthe
intersectionandintotheditchalong
therailroadtracks, leavingthetrailer

— Herald staff photos by Steve Haynes

blocking the highway.

Mr. Lowe got aticket for failure
toyield. Bothdriverswerewearing
their seat belts, Trooper Stritt said.

Mr. Garcia said he only had
scrapesand bruises, and wasn't se-

riously injured. Hehopedtobe
released on Friday and return
home.

“I"'m lucky to be alive,” he
said.

Board hearsreport on new federal law

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The Oberlin School Board heard
alengthy report at itsmeeting M on-
day night about the new federal
school law, the“No Child Left Be-
hind” act, how it affects school ac-
creditationandwhat thedistrict will
haveto doin upcoming years.

Elementary Principal Duane
Dorshorst, who has been research-
ingthelaw andaccreditationissues,
showed a program on the ins and
outsto both.

Although law was proposed by
President Bush and passed by Con-
gress, it hasbeen passeddowntothe
stateto enforce. The state hassince

set up performance goals and stan-
darde which echoonl e have to meet

At a meeting last Monday night,
the Oberlin School Board:

+ Extended the three administra-
tor contracts until the summer of
2005, but decided to wait on salary
changes. Story to come.

+ Talked about scholarships of-
fered to high school students. Stu-
dents only have two more weeks to
get applications in. Story to come.

School Countdown

+ Discussed suggestions on how
the district to save money without
cutting any programs. Story toright.

* Listened to a report on the “No
Child Left Behind” act and school
accreditation. Story to left.

+ Talked about new grants andfed-
eral money the district gets and how
it can be spent. Story to come.

under thelaw.

The state has changed the names
for performancelevelsstudentsare
araded on from advanced orofi-

cient, satisfactory, basic and unsat-
isfactory, to exemplary, advanced,
proficient, basicand unsatisfactory.

Inthepast the schoolshad to | et

thepublicknow by January how stu-
dents did the previous year on the
tests. That hasbeen changedto Au-
gust, which means the state will
haveto havetheresultsout by then.

All districtswill havetohavefac-
ulty teaching in the core academic
subjects be “highly qualified” in
their areas. Mr. Dorshorst said that
won't be a problem here, because
thedistrict hasalwayshired people
to teach intheir subject area, but it
may be a problem for smaller
schoals.

All studentswill haveto takethe
reading and math assessmentsin
gradesthreethrougheighthandthen
once in high school. The problem,

(<CaROARD on Pane 10A )

Board
talks
money

Cogt-saving
|0essdiscussd

With the state painfully short of
money and less coming to school
districts, the Oberlin School Boarc
has started to ask the staff for ideas
on how to save money.

Atitsmeetinglast Monday night,
theboardtalkedwithprincipal s, the
athleticdirector andthetransporta-
tion director about someidess.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt saic
itisimportant to remember that the
suggestionsarejust that, ideas, anc
nothing saysthat eachandevery one
isgoing to betried. He said he at-
tended a meeting at Oberlin El-
ementary School andwasamazed at
what thestaff iswillingtosacrifice.

Atthehighschool, thestaff came

upwithseveral ideastosavemoney
withsupplies, said Principal Charles
Haag.
Ideas included limiting supplies
for faculty, having students pay &
$10feeto rent musical equipment,
charginglabfeesfor scienceclasses,
limiting copiesfor each classroom
and having students bring in a box
of tissue at the beginning of the
school year.

Mr. Haag said another ideawastc
compare the cost of having a laser
printer shared between several
classestohavinganink jet cartridge
printer in each class. He said on an
inkjet printer, every black andwhite
page costs between 5 and 15 cents
while a colored one costs between
24 and 40 cents. On alaser printer,
thesameblack and whitepagecosts
one to two cents and a color one
costs between six and nine cents.

Thelaser printersaremoreexpen-
siveto buy, hesaid.

Cost saving ideas for custodial
and mai ntenance servicesincludeg
eliminating towels being provideo
and washed, cutting back on custo-
dial staff and asking theteacherstc
help clean their own rooms, elimi-
nating overtime and using students
inthecleaning plan.

For school lunches, said Mr.
Haag, the staff suggested not serv-
ing secondsor having everyonepay
extrafor seconds, either eliminating
thesalad bar or asking peopleto pay
ahigher pricefor both thesalad anc
meal, eliminating wasteand cutting
down on summer training.

Overall, thestaff suggested find-
inglessexpensivehealthcareinsur-
ance, savings in transportation,
hourly wagesfor non-certified staff
andenergy savings. Oneideawastc
have the school open four days &
week with longer days, which
wouldleavethebuildingsclosedfor
three days.

Transportation Director Brian
Simonnson said the district has 11
bus routes now, which means 552
miles traveled each time the buses
leave to pick up or take students
home. Inaday, that meansthebuses
travel 1,104 mileswithout any spe-
cial activities.

To save money, he said, bus
routes could be combined, but he
won't know if that is possible until
after enrollment is done for next
year.

Mr. Simonnson said he has some
drivers closeto retirement age anc
he won't re-hire for the positions
unlesshehasto.

Currently, he said, the buses are
getting five to six milesto the gal-
lonandthesmall vansget around 13.

If thekindergarten studentswere
broughtin by businthemorningand
thenthedistrict paid parentsto pick

(e <CHOODOI < on Pane10A)
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* Drought
remains
Infieds

(Continued from Page 1A)
Thomas, and Sheridan counties,
two-thirds of Cheyenne County,
and parts of Rawlins, Decatur,
Wallace, Logan, Gove, and Gra-
ham, havedroppedthisyear, butthe
figuresvary acrossthedistrict.

Thereasonthewellsaredropping
isbecausemorewaterisbeingtaken
out than hasbeenrecharged, hesaid.

The state measures 295 wellsfor
thenorthwest Kansasground water
management office, he said, with
probably only 35 of thosein Decatur
County.

Theareaisinadrought, said Mr.
Bossert, that is easy enough to de-
termine. Lookingatthelongtermin
Decatur County from the data the
officehas, hesaid, thereisn’tama-
jor problem with the wells mea-
sured.

It depends partly on how you de-
fine a problem, he added. If it'sa
problemtohaveadeclineinground
water, then someareasaregoingto
have to deal with it by decreasing
water use.

Greg Lohoefener, owner of
L ohoefener Grain, said thedrought
hasslowed down businessat hisel-
evator, but sofar hasn’t affected his
marketing or consulting business.
He said he thinks the businesses
downtown are feeling the pinch
morethan heis.

With 25 years of farming under
hisbelt, he said he can’t remember
the last timeiswasthisdry. In the
'50s and the’ 30s, there were bad
droughts, and thismay be compared
to those.

Thelasttimetherewasawet sea-
son producing agood crop, hesaid,
was probably 2000 for fall crops
including corn, milo and sunflow-
ers. Surprisingly, there was agood
wheat crop last year and areal good
cropin 1999 and 2000.

How thecounty got agood wheat
croplastyear, hesaid, nooneknows.
Itwasdry.

By thefall, though, all of the sub-
soil moi sture had been used and the
fall crops burned up in the fields.
Many farmersdidn’t bother to har-
vest.

Sofar thisyear, itlooksalot like
last year. The wheat could make a
decent crop. Thefall crops, if it re-
mainsasitisnow, won't have near
enough moistureto grow.

In order to have good fall crops,
saidMr. Lohoefener, theareawould
need above-normal rains.

Mr. Stegemiller said theweather
service doesn’t make predictions
that far out, but theareaisexpected
to get rain most of the week.

Bomb st
at ranch

A 15-year-old at Sappa Valley
Y outh Ranch allegedly made a
chemical bomb and set if off onthe
ranch grounds.

PoliceChief WadeL ockhart said
thebombwasmadewiththingsthat
could befound around the house.

The incident happened Feb. 27,
but was reported only recently.
Chief Lockhart said the ranch was
handling the case but the policede-
partment had beenaskedtolookinto
theincident.

Nothing was damaged at the
ranch.

Thepaperwork will gotothecity
attorney’ s office soon, said Chief
Lockhart.

On Thursday, March 6, Gary
Allenreported abank bagwastaken
out of hiscar parked in front of the
courthouse. Therewasnomoneyin
the bag, just the American Legion
Post’ s checkbook.

Chief Lockhart said the bag was
taken between noon and 1 p.m. on
Monday, March 3.

Alittlechicken’n’ noodles

KAINE FREDRICK SON enjoyed chickenandnoodlesat
an Oberlin Eastern Star benefit held at theMasonic Temple
for the Forget-Me-Nots. Members prepared all the food,
including 70 pounds of mashed potatoes, and the Masons

hel ped servethemeal toover 170guests. The$1,400rai sed
from the meal will go to Dennis Brown, who usesit to
brighten thelives of thetown’ selderly.

— Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

* Schoolslook at waystotighten budget

(Continued from Page 1A)
them up at noon, at 32 centsamile,
it could save some money. He said
thereareseveral questionswiththat
idea.

Mr. Simonnson said he didn’t
know how parentswouldtakeitand
he doesn’t like cutting pay for his
drivers.

Soon, he said, there will haveto
be an adult monitor, other than the
busdriver, on buses carrying Head
Startkids, andthey will havetohave
seatbelts. That will cost money, he
said.

Itwould savemoney tolimiteach
classat thegradeschool toonefield
tripayear andlimit high school ac-
tivities. He said the district might
provide avehicle for fun trips that
don’thavetobetaken, butthegroup
could pay for fuel and the driver's

The fleet has already traveled
177,000 milesthisyear, hesaid, and
60,539 of thosehavebeenfor activi-
ties.

All tripsstudentstakearegreat, he
said, but maybe they can do more
fund raising and help pay for some
of the expense.

A hugepart of thebudget isspent
onmaintenance, salary andfuel, he
said, and for the most part, those
things can’'t be changed.

Mr. Simonnson said drivers are
aready policing themselves and if
they don’t have any kids to take
home, they aren’t coming in.

Athletic Director Randy Olson
said hetalked to coachesand spon-
sors, who suggested lengthening
uniform rotation, eliminating the
towel service, reducing inventory

and putting teams on one bus to-
gether to cut back on how many ve-
hiclesgoto the same place.

In the activity fund, suggestions
were to cut the meal allowance,
whichisnormally $4 per studenton
out of town trips of more than 90
miles or if the students will miss
more than one meal, having only
two officials per game instead of
three at the basketball tournament
hereand cutting the C teaminfoot-
ball.

Theathletic activity account can
be used to supplement the money
fromthe general fund used for ath-
letics, said Mr. Olson.

Theideaof asking studentsto pay
to play sportscameup, but the con-
sensusfromtheboard andthedirec-
tor were that they didn’t want to
eliminate any student from partici-

pating becausethey can't affordit.

At the grade school, Principal
DuaneDorshorst said the staff sug-
gested moving the textbook cycle
fromafive-yeartosix-yearrotation,
cutting the number of school days
andincreasingtheir length, increas-
ing student feesand maybereorga
nizing the staff instead of replacing
afifth grade teacher who has re-
signed.

Board Member Barb Olson said
theideasweregreat, but askedwhat
theboard shoulddonow. Mr. Glodt
said they are just ideas, although
some of them are already being
done. Now the board hasto decide
if thereisanything they want to do.

“Hopefully by doing a bunch of
little things,” said Mr. Glodt, “the
district won’t haveto cut any of the
big things.”

* Board
hears
report

(Continued from Page 1A)

he said, is that studentsin high
school don’t take all their math
classes at the sametime. It may be
that each student will take the test
when they have finished with the
curriculuminstead of havingall the
10th graderstakethetest.

Therearenew graduationrequire-
ments, he said. This year’s sixth
graderswill needfour Englishcred-
its, three math, three science, three
social studies, one physical educa-
tion, one fine artsand six electives
for atotal of 21 creditsto graduate.
The district’ s graduation require-
mentsare: four English, threesocial
science, two science, twomath, one
physical education and health, and
10 electives, for atotal of 22 cred-
its.

Mr. Dorshorst said the state has
set up some requirements on what
schoolshaveto offer for studentstc
fill their graduation requirements.
Includedareearth/spacescienceand
geography and economics, which
haven’ t been offeredin Oberlin, but
now have to be. Family and con-
sumer science, or homeeconomics,
although always offered at the
school, were never a requirement
until now.

All of the schoolsin Kansaswill
haveto scoreintheproficient range,
hesaid. By theyear 2014, all thestu-
dentsinevery school needtobe10C
percent proficient. Oberlin’s num-
bersare abovewhat is set now, but
inafew yearsthenumbersherewill
beevenwithwhat thestate saysstu-
dentsshouldbescoringtoget to 100
percent proficient. That processis
called “ adequate yearly progress.”

If schools don’t meet that
progressfor two consecutive years
andreceive Titlel grant money for
federal programs, they will haveto
developanimprovement plan, will
beprovidedtechnical assistanceand
will have to offer parents another
school choice.

Eachyear theschool doesn’t meet
theadequateyearly progresstargets,
hesaid, something elsewill haveto
be done.

Mr. Dorshorst went through how
accreditation has changed. The
board had no questions.

Council agreestopay fourthrequest for water job

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

TheOberlin City Council agreed
to the fourth pay request from J
Corp, the company working onthe
city water project.

Thaniel Monaco, withMillerand
Associates, the city’ s engineering
firm,said, atameetingMarch 7that
therequest wasfor $103,376,and he
had reviewed and accepted it. The
paymentincludesamajor portion of
thework onthe 12-inchmainwhich
comes in from south of town and
bores under therailroad. The com-
pany has also begun individual
meter work, whichiswhy payment
ismorethan previousones.

Hesaid he haslooked at the high
school and they have a meeting set
upwith Superintendent Kelly Glodt
aboutwhat thedistrictisgoingtouse
for itsfuture irrigation system and
what needsto beleft for city water.

Councilman Ken Shobe asked if
the changein the borings under the
railroadwill requireachangeinthe
original contract.

Mr. Monaco said it isin the con-
tract now, but a change order will
need to be done at the end of the
project.

Have there been any problems
with cold weather and holes being
open, asked Mayor Gary Walter.
The holes are covered during the
night and then re-dug, said Mr.
Monaco.

Councilman Stan McEvoy said
he talked with a businessin town
where J Corp is behind in paying
bills.Mr.Monacosaid hehastalked
tothecompany aboutitandthey said

Man charged for rape

A former Decatur County man
was arrested in early March in
Norton County on awarrant charg-
ing one count of rape which alleg-
edly occurredin 2001 near Jennings.

Walter S. Tillson 111, 21, wasar-
rested Friday, March7,andreturned
toDecatur County. Mr. Tillsonisin

thejail here on abond of $25,000.
A preliminary hearingisscheduled
for next Wednesday.

Theincident allegedly occurred
near Jenningsin 2001 between Mr.
Tillson when he was 20 and a 14-
year-oldvictimwhowastoo young
togiveconsent.

Bookkeeping and Tax
preparation for your
personal and business needs.
TeAe¢Be Services
Taxes & Bookkeeping

Call Terese Beneda

785-475-3646

it would beresolved.
Isthereawaiver or somethingthe
city can do so that payment isheld
until the local businesses are paid
from JCorp, asked Mr. McEvoy.
The city already has the 10 per-
centretainer, saidMr. Monaco. That
has been held in past jobs until the
businessesarepaid. Hesaid thecity
hasother optionsif it comestothat.
Mayor Walter said he sharesMr.
McEvoy’ s concerns and wants to
seethat thebillsget paid here.
Thecouncil approvedthe pay re-

quest.

Mr. Monaco said hehasreceived
some more information on atest
well drilled by Layne Western on
property the city bought last year
south of town. He said there are
some more discrepancies on the
numbers.

Before the city bought the land
and irrigation well, he said, atest
showed that the city should beable
toget apretty good pumpingwellin
that area. Thepreliminary numbers
fromthistest, however, showedthat

it would beasmaller well.

Mr. Monaco said the results are
conflicting to say the least and he
had been on the phone most the af -
ternoontryingtoget moreinforma-
tion. If thecompany can’ tgetitright
and can’ t get theinformationout, he
said, he would suggest the city not
pay the$600for that part of thetest.
Mr. Monaco said the company
doesn’tdeservetobepaidforinfor-
mation that isn’t usable

Thecomputer generated data, he
said, showsal ot better well thanthe
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handwritten notes of the driller,
which show thewell asnot being &
good producer.

He said he still plans to test the
irrigation well and do a full water
scan.

Mr. Shikesaid hethought thecity
needed to movein the direction of
pulling the casing out of the exist-
ingirrigationwell andusingthewell
holethat isalready there.

Thenew test should cost $500 or
less.Mr. Monacosaid heplanstodo
it thefirst of next week.



