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School Bells

AT-LARGE

|ncumbent citesexperience

Incumbent Jeannie M artin seeksanother four years
on the Oberlin School Board in the at-large position

ter how small enrollment gets.
“1f we expect to equip our studentswith theknowl -

withagoal of continuingto offer high-qual-

ity education. '#
Withfour yearsof experience, shesaidshe

wouldliketo continueworkingontheboard.

Thereisalot on the table now with teacher

negotiations, the possibility of updating the

buildingsand enrollment continuingtodrop, %
o el
The facilities committee was formed to

Jean Martin

study thebuildingsandthey aredoingagreat
job, shesaid. Thegroup should beback with
arecommendation thisspring and theboard will have
to decidewhat the next stepis.

Declining enrollmentisnot new, shesaid, but some-
thing the board hasbeen working withfor thelast few
years. Fewer students and the state budget crisiswill
bethebiggest concernin the next few years.

The Oberlin School District isin better shapethan
most, shesaid. Programshavebeenmaintainedandthe
local property tax hasn’t been raised to the max. Mrs.
Martin said sheisn't in favor of raising the property
tax tothelimit, from 13 percent to 25 percent.

“Thestatedoesn’t wanttoincreasetaxes,” shesaid,
“sothey let local taxesfund the school .”

Students who attend school in Oberlin get good,
sound basics, she said. That should continue no mat-

edgeand skillsfor asuccessful living, sothey
cangoontocollegeif they choose,” saidMrs.
Martin, “wehaveto makesurethey haveour
commitment that they havethat opportunity.”

Mrs. Martin and her husband Leelive on
the south edge of Oberlin. They have three
children, Lindsay, 23, wholivesinLawrence
andworksinKansasCity; Erica, 21, ajunior
at Kansas State University; and Drew, 15, a
freshman in high school here.

Mrs. Martin graduated from K ansas State
with a degree in medical technology. For the last 20
years, shehasworked at the Oberlin Clinicand shenow
isthelab supervisor.

Sheisvice president of the board and hasreceived
her first-level award in boardmanship training for at-
tending workshops.

“1 enjoy learningandwouldreally likethe opportu-
nity to continueservingontheboard of USD 294,” she
said.

Mrs. Martinwill faceDave Stappinthegeneral elec-
tionon Tuesday, April 1.

AT-LARGE

Booster wantstojoin board

Because he' s interested in keeping a school in the
county for yearsto come, Dave Stapp said he decided
torunfortheat-largepositionontheOberlin
School Board.

Mr. Stapp isinterested in education and
wantsstudentsin Decatur County tobeable
to get an education here.

Althoughhehasnever served ontheboard,
hehasbeen activeinthecommunity andisa
former member of the Decatur County Area
Chamber of Commerce board and the Car-

dinal Cafeboard. Hecurrently servesonthe  Dave Stapp

Lincoln Township board.

Through those jobs, he said, he haslearned how to
listen, how to work on ateam and about budgets. Mr.
Stapp said he thinks he would be of some help to the
school boardwith hisexperienceandthat’ swhy hede-
cidedtorunfor office.

Mr. Stapp said he hasread about the school budget
and how itworks. With hisexperienceasthetownship
treasurer, hesaid, heunderstands how budgets, trans-
fersand taxeswork.

Thedistrict hashad declining enrollment for thelast
few years, and with the state budget shortfall, it may
needtotighten upitsspending. That could meansome
toughdecisionsfor theschool board. Intheend, hesaid,
itisabout thestudentsand making surethereisaschool
herewherethey canget theeducati onthey deserveand

need to pursuetheir goals.

Therearesomethingsthat shouldn’t becut, hesaid.

Mr. Stapp describes himself asalistener.
Hesaid hewantsto hear all sidesbeforemak-
ing any kind of decision.

Heworksclosely with younger kidsinthe
areathrough sportsprograms. Hehasworked
with both the basketball and football pro-
gramsfor the last six years. In that time, he
hasgottentoknow alot of kidsinthecounty.
Mr. Stapp said his goal isto make sure that
thosekidshaveaplacetogotoschool and get
agreat education sothey can pursuewhat they
want tointhefuture.

Mr. Stapp, anavid sportssupporter, helped start the
OberlinBooster Clubfor high school sportsprograms.

Heismarried to Patty, who isaschool busdriver
and works at The Bank in Norcatur. They have three
children, Kortney, a senior at Decatur Community
High School; Kaitlyn, afreshman; and Sam, whoisin
thesixth grade.

The family owns a farm two miles west and twa
milesnorthof Norcatur. Mr. Stappgrew up at Norcatur
and graduated from Decatur Community High School
in 1980.

Hewill face incumbent Jeannie Martin in the gen-
eral election on Tuesday, April 1.

DISTRICT 2

Farmer seeking re-election

With 10 years of experience, Dan Wasson is seek-
ing re-election to the District 2 seat on the Oberlin

The board had a good plan in the first bond issue,
said Mr. Wasson, but it wasexpensive.

School Board.

Hesaidtheboard could usehisexperience
with new administrators on board and the
budget situation astight asitisnow.

Mr. Wassonsaidtheboard’ sroleshouldbe
to hire and eval uate administrators, monitor
the budget and devel op budgets to keep the
school district strong and running.

With the state budget crisis, he said, he
doesn’t want to start cutting education. The
boardwill probably havetolook at activities.
Whenteachersquitor retire, hesaid, theboardwill have
to decideif the jobs need to befilled or if the current
staff needsto berealigned.

Mr. Wasson said 85 percent of the school budget
goesto salaries. The teachers work hard, he said; he
wouldn’t liketo see salariescut.

Thedistrict has been able to maintain two sections
of elementary classes and the parents have had good
comments about that. Mr. Wasson said hewould like
to seethetwo sectionsstay.

The school board will be getting a report from the
community facilitiescommitteein the near future, he
said. The committee has done agood job and worked
hard on getting information. Thentheboardwill have
tolook at what peoplewant, sincethey will betheones
payingfor it.

Mr. Wasson said heisn’t happy with thecurrent ar-
chitects and what they have done for the committee,
although he understands that they can’t do anything
unlessthey aretoldwhat thecommitteeor boardwants
done.
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DanWasson

“Wetold thecommunity what wewanted
and it failed,” he said. “ This time the com-
munity will say what they want.”

Depending onwhat the committeecomes
upwithandtheeconomyinthearea, hesaid,
theplancouldgotoabond electionnext fal,
but that istentative. Thisis an agricultural
area, hesaid, andtheboard will havetowait
and seewhat happens.

“We have areally good school district,”
saidMr.Wasson.“I’'mproudof itand | think
weareproviding agood educationfor thekids. | want
tomaintain and keep it going.”

Mr. Wasson was born here and graduated from
Decatur Community High School in 1970.

He and his wife Carol, who teaches third grade at
OberlinElementary School, havethreekids, Tom, 27;
AnneMarie, afreshman in high school, and Nolan, a
fifth grader.

Tom ismarried to Tammy and they have two chil-
dren, Jordan and Braden. Mr. Wasson said hefarms
in the southwest part of the county with his father,
brother and son. Heisamember of theL und Covenant
Church.

Hesaid hehasenjoyed beingamember of theschool
board.

“Ithaschallengedme,” hesaid, addingthat hewould
liketo continuethelearning processif heservesonthe
board for another term. Mr. Wasson said heis proud
of thecommunity and thedistrict and enjoys promot-
ing it. Hewill face Monte Moorein the general elec-
tionon Tuesday, April 1.
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DISTRICT 2

Challenger was bond opponent

Startingwithaninterestinthebuilding plansand stu-
dent activities, Monte Mooreis seeking the District 2
seat on the Oberlin School Board. ,_

Mr.Mooresaidhewasaskedtorunforthe
seat and after giving it somethought, hede-
cided it wasagood idea.

Mr. Moore has served on the school
district’s community facilities committee
sinceit wasformed. Though he opposed the
district’ slast bond issue, he saysheisinter-
estedinseeingthenew project throughtothe
end.

Mr.Mooresaid heseesthenext four years
aschallenging, not only becauseof thedrought, but the
economy here and nationwideisbad. He said hispri-
mary goal isto maintainthedistrict’ shigh standard of
excellence and education while maintai ning as many
activitiesasthe district can. He said he would liketo
goforwardwithwhat thecommunity deemsnecessary
with remodeling and to keep the schools up to stan-
dards, but still befiscally responsible.

Asaboard member, hesaid, hewill bringideasand
i ssuesfromthecommunity andfaculty memberstothe
meetingstobediscussed. Mr. Mooresaid hewill work
withtheboardtoinitiate policiesand get thingsdone.

Although he hasn’t worked with the school budget,
hesaid hedoesknow how budgetswork and how they
areset.

With the state budget shortfalls, he said, there may
be sometightening up or cuts made by the board. Mr.
Mooresaid until heiselected and can review thebud-
get, he doesn’'t have any suggestions on how the dis-
trict can save money.

Thegoal should be not to start cutting programs, he

MonteMoore

said, but to figure out how to run programsin amore
conservativeway.

Asfar asthebuildingrenovationplangoes,
hesaidthecommitteeisvery closeto present-
ing some possible steps and projects to the
community. Hehopesall the pieceswill fall
into place and the district can start some of
the work that needs to be done to keep the
schoolsup. Thecommittee’ sleadership has
comeupwithsomeviablealternativestothe
initial bondissuethat got voted down, hesaid.

Mr. Moore and hiswife Kelly, anurse at
the hospital, havetwo children, Allie, ajun-
ior at Decatur Community High School, and Gabe, &
freshman.

Thefamily ownsfarmland all over the county, said
Mr. Moore, anative of Decatur County.

Heis amember at the Oberlin United Methodist
Church, served onthe Teensfor Christ Board and has
served on the extension council board.

Mr. Moore said he doesn’'t look at the el ection like
heisrunning against someone, but that heis running
for the community and to get a chance to sit on the
board.

Hewill faceincumbent Dan Wasson in the general
electionon Tuesday, April 1.

DISTRICT 3

Aftertwotams, she' ll domore

Barb Olson saidwhensheranfor theOberlin School
Board eight years ago, shewastold it wasatwo term

foreany education. Shesaidtheboardwill havetolook
at programswith the smallest enrollment first.

job, but she has served her two termsand is
running for athird one.

Mrs. Olsonsaidshewaitedtofileuntil just [ &
about thelast moment to seeif anyoneinthe
district wantedtorun. Noonecameforward,
shesaid, andshedidn’twanttoleaveher area
without representation.

Thejob of theschool board, shesaid, isto
gatherinformationfromavariety of sources,
compileit and make decisionsthat are best
fortheschool district. Theboardisincharge
of the budget, she said, and of hiring and evaluating
administrators.

The board meets monthly, said Mrs. Olson, but it
takesalot moretimethanthat. Thereisalot of reading
anditisimportant towork withlegisators, which she
said shewould liketotry to do more. That iswhy she
asked to beonthe Government Rel ationsBoard, tobe
more active with legislators. By being a part of the
board she will receive emails about what is going on
in state government on schools.

Mrs. Olson said shecertainly doesn’t haveahidden
agenda. Sheisproudthat thedistrict hassomehow been
abletoavoidcuttingany programs, hirecertifiedteach-
erstoworkintheirfields, offer band, vocal and physi-
cal education every day and keep all itsextracurricu-
lar programsin place.

With the budget problems, she said shewould hate
to cut any programs, but she would cut activities be-

i
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Mrs. Olson said sheappreciatestheway the
community facilities committee is working
on aplan for building improvements. The
buildingsneedtobefixed, shesaid. Thefirst
bondproposal didn’t pass, but theneedsinthe
buildings won't go away. They have to be
looked at.

She said shewantsto do what the commu-
nity wants and what is best for kids, but the
sooner something isdone, the better.

So far, she said she has been pleased with
the new administration the board hired thislast year.
Theboardwanted to find peoplewhowerehonest and
hadintegrity. Shesaidthenew superintendentandprin-
cipal haveboth.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt does an excellent job
getting information out, she said, and sheis pleased
withthechangesand theway thethreeadministrators
work together.

Mrs. Olson grew up on afarm in rural Rawlins
County and graduated from Atwood High school. She
graduated from college at Kansas State University.

Mrs. Olsonismarried to Dr. Mark Olson and they
own and operate Countryside Veterinary Clinicin
Oberlinand Norton.

The family has lived here since 1986. They have
threechildren, Sarah, aseniorin high school; Kurt, an
eighthgrader here; andMary Rachel, whoisinthefifth
grade.
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DISTRICT 1

Druggist availableto public

With four years under his belt, Kurt Vollertsen is
seeking asecond term on the Oberlin School Board.

Mr. Vollertsen, who fills the District 1
seat, said henow understandsthebudget and
ins and outs of the board and would like to
continue serving. He said the new adminis-
tration hasinfluenced himto makethedeci-
siontorunfor officeagain. It alwaysmakes
theboard' sjobeasier, hesaid, whenthereare
good administrators.

With having abusinessdowntown, Ward
Drug Store, hesaid he hasleadership skills.
Mr. Vollertsen said heis accessible to dis-
trict patronsand feelsit isimportant to bevisible and
available to people. Being on Main Street, he said
people awaysknow wheretofind him.

Theadministrationhasan opendoor policy sopeople
can comein and talk about school issues, and he said
hedoestoo.

Financially, hesaid, runningaschool districtisn’ta
lot different than running abusiness..

If re-elected, the most important problem will be
dealingwiththestatebudget crisisand maintainingthe
district’ sprograms and staff. Thedistrict hastotry to
operate under the budget limits while conforming to
the state requirements, he said.

Basically, thedistrictistryingto survivethebudget
crisiswhilekeepingitskidsonthefrontline.

Therehashbeen progresswiththebudget, hesaid, and
the staff has come up with some cost-saving ideas.
Someareminimal and somewill add uptoagood sav-

K.Vollertsen

ingsif theboard decidesto take action.

Mr. Vollertsen said he thinks the staff understands
that sometightening up will have to be done
tomaintainthedistrict andtheprogramsinthe
schools.

Theideaof abondissuetorepair or replace
theschool buildings, hesaid, isnotadeadis-
sue. The community facilities committeeis
workingonit.

“Initially,” saidMr. Vollertsen, “I think we
all realizeit will be shoved back afew years,
butitisreally impossibletosay whenit might
gotoanelection. Theboard doesplantofol-
low through with the bond issue once the committee
presentswhat they havefound.”

No matter what, he said, hisfirst objective on the
boardisto take care of the students.

Mr. Vollertsen said he has lived here for 23 years.
Heand hiswife, Becky, whoisthedirector of theden-
tal hygiene program at Colby Community College,
have two children, Grant, who isin hisfirst year of
dental school at Creighton University, and Halley, &
freshman at Fort Hays State University.

He isamember of the Oberlin United Methodist
Church, the Oberlin Rotary Club, Oberlin Business
Alliance, Oberlin Country Club and Decatur County
AreaChamber of Commerce.

Mr.Vollertsenisunopposedfor hisseat intheschool
board election.

Commissoner sssudy ambulancebids

Decatur County commissioners
received bidsfor anew ambulance
at their meeting last Tuesday morn-
ing but madeno decisionsonwhich
oneto buy.

Ambulance Director Patrick
Pomeroy said hewill look over the
bids and get back to the commis-
sionersby thenext meetingtomake
sure each bid has everything that
was reguested.

The county received bids from

three companies.

Chevy two-wheel

$91,927.

Ford F-350 Super

Emergency Vehiclesin Denver had
aFordtwo-wheel drivefor $92,786
or four-wheel drive for $97,186, a

or four-wheel for $96,664, and a
Traumahawk special Ford two-
wheel for $88,576 or four-wheel for

Midwest VehicleProfessionalsin
Wichitahad aMed Tech Pro for a

with atwo-wheel drivefor $88,917
or four wheel drive for $93,573,
Ford F-450 for a two-wheel for
$95,760 or four-wheel for $97,154
and aChevy 2002 4x4 for $90,077.

Wheeled Coach of Hutchinson
had a Ford F-450 two-wheel drive
for $97,050 or four-wheel for
$104,050, Chevy two-wheel chas-
sisfor $96,550 or afour-wheel for
$103,305.

Mr. Pomeroy said all of thebids,

Rocky Mountain

drivefor $93,786

Duty XL T Series

unlessotherwiselisted, arefor 2003
trucks. The 2003 modelscan bede-
liveredwithin45to 90 daysandthe
2002 model immediately.

Norcatur write-insgive
townaracefor council

Withthreewrite-incandidates,
the Norcatur City Council will
havearaceinthegeneral election
on Tuesday, April 1.

Incumbent MikeHelmfiledfor
the election and his will be the
only namethat appearsonthebal -
lot. There are three positions on

the council to fill in thisyear's
election.

Those who are running write-
incampaignsareBill Craig, Tami
Cook and TeresaReves. Inorder
to vote for awrite-in candidate,
thevoter must writetheperson’'s
nameontheballot.




