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Just what part of ‘NO’
did they not under ssand?

All theserviceacademiesaresteepedintra-
dition. The newest, Air Force, seemsto have
devel opedatraditionof malecadetsrapingthe
women.

Worse, thevictimsaretellingtheworld, if a
woman reports such acrime, the normisfor
the air force to call her aliar, or worse, and
quietly force her out.

Thisisnot about theargument over whether
women belong in the armed forces. Or even
about whether women belong in combat.

Women are in the service, for better or for
worse. Intheair force, aspilotsand inahun-
dred other roles, they will find combat.

Forcedtoinvestigate, theair forcesaysithas
sofaridentified 56 casesover thelast 10years
where women were raped or sexually as-
saulted at theacademy. Investigatorsbelieve
therewill be more.

A squadof 17investigatorsiscampedat the
Colorado Springscampus, digging deeper into
the rape scandal.

Today, at least, the air force is taking the
problem serioudly.

It took a couple of brave young women to
come forward and tell the nation what was
happening.

They reported, and othershavebackedthem
up, that the academy did not investigatetheir
claims. Instead, air force officialstold them,
essentially, that whatever happened wastheir
fault.

Onewomansaid her only mistakewastrust-
ing asenior cadet to give her aride home.

Eventually, most of thevictims|eft theacad-

emy andtheair force. They went to other col-
legeswhere rape isviewed as a crime, not a
sport, today. Whererape crisis centerslisten
towomen and try to help them.

The men — they went on to become offic-
ers, if not gentlemen.

Thoughit seemslikethewomenmight have
more integrity, that’s the way it happened.
They were punished for being victims, the
men were promoted.

It' sshameful that oneof our vaunted service
academieswouldfoster suchvalues. Rapehas
never beenamilitary optionfor America, any-
more than we would sanction wanton killing
of civiliansor any other war crime.

But apparently, air force cadets are not
bound to take a lady’ s word for it when she
says“no.”

Theairforcesaysitisinvestigating. Theair
force saysit will clean house. The air force
saysit isteaching cadets that no really does
mean no.

It shouldgobeyondthat. Theyoungwomen
who were wronged deserve an apology, and
if they want it, another chance at the careers
they sought.

And the men, the guys who wouldn’t take
no for an answer?

They should be sought out and either
drummed out of theforce, or invited to spend
their next vacation in Leavenworth.

America, we should be ashamed that this
wasallowed to happen.

It snot what our military should be.

—SeveHaynes

M OM would end thisproblem

Haveyoureceivedthee-mail that
asks why the State Department
doesn’t send ateam of mothersinto
Iraqtofind Saddam’ shidden stash-
es?

All the U.N. inspectors are men.
Everyoneknowsthat mencan'tfind
the laundry hamper or ajar of pea-
nut butter sitting on ashelf rightin
front of them. Butamother can sniff

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
Out-Back@webtv.net
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out adiary two roomsand onefloor

away; she knows when the cookie
jar lid has been tampered with; and
she can smell a cigarette a block
away.

A mother would marchinto Sad-
dam’ s of fice with awooden spoon
inher hand, grab him by theear and
twist it until he told where every-
thing was hidden. And woe to him
if hetriedtolieto her; shecould see
itin hiseyesand would thump him
good.

There’ smorethanalittletruthto
that.

Withthe U.S. about to enter into
an armed conflict with Irag, this
might not be the best timeto leave
thecountry. Butthat isexactly what
we' redoing.

Our second Mexico mission trip
of the year was scheduled long be-
fore Saddam and his cronies ever
thought of hiding their shame, let
aloneweaponsof massdestruction.

WeweretobeinMexicoonMon-
day, the deadline for him to come
clean or else. We're going to trust
therewon’t beany problem getting
back acrossthe border.

This will be areunion trip, of
sorts. Theteamwearegoingwithis
thesameteamfrom ConcordiaUni-
versity of Wisconsinthat weaccom-

panied into Juarez last year. They
reguested us as advisors again and
we were more than happy to com-
ply.

Y ou never lose afriend; you just
make new ones.

—ob—

Maybel shouldn't bragabout our
cornburner. But | can't helpit.I’'m
likethelittleold lady who received
aphone cal from a storm window
company ayear after she had them
install new, energy-efficient win-
dows.

The accounting office called her
to say that she had never paid them
for the windows. Thisreally upset
herandshesaid,“I’ll tell youexactly

what your salesmantoldme: ‘ they' I
pay for themselvesinayear.’”
—ob—

Moisture or not, spring is strug-
gling to burst forth. I’ ve noticed
budson thetrees, grass shootspop-
ping up, and tulips and daffodils
peekingthrough. It’ stheseasonand
it'sthecycle. Couldn’t stopit, even
if wewanted to.

( . N\
\From theBlbIe)

The things which are im-
possiblewithmenarepossible
with God. Luke 18:27b

Readersrequest letters

TotheEditor:

| recently visited Maxine Plotts,
whorecently movedtoaretirement
homeinHillsboro, Ore. It had been
at least 68 years since we had seen
oneanother, but shelooksgood, gets
around on her own two feet.

| amtheformer DorothaSelby. It
was very interesting after so many
yearsrecalling old memories.

| am surethat either or both of us

would appreciate hearing from old
schoolmatesin Oberlin.

Dorotha Selby Spangler

1102 N.E. Lincoln A

Hillsboro, Ore., 97124

(503) 648-3030

Maxine Plotts Chester
19295 Cornell Rd.
Hillsboro, Ore., 97124
(593) 466-4923
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WITH A VIEW
FROM THE LEFT,
I'M FORMER PRESIDENT
BILL CLINTON,

WITH A VIEW
FROM THE RIGHT,
T'M FORMER
SENATE MAJORITY LEADER
OB DOLE.,
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AND
JUST IN CASE
THOSE RATINGS

GO SO0UTH...

MARCH
RATINGS
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Pleasedon’t bringthemwith you

Little Miss Muffet sat on a tuffet
Eating her curdsand whey
Along came a spider

and sat down beside her
Andfrightened MissMuffet away.

And what did Miss Muffet be-
comewhen shegrew up?A biology
teacher.

Y oungest daughter was afraid of
everything that crawled when she
was little. A garden spider would
send her screamingfor thehouse. A
house spider would send her into a
frenzy of stomping, hitting and
smashing. Sometimes she even
killed the spider.

Last week, she called us from
Lawrence to say that the tarantula
had arrived inthe mail.

| don’ tknow if | wasmoreamazed
that my little Miss Muffet had got-
tenaspider or thattheU.S. mail had
delivered apoisonousinsect.

| don’t know how her junior high
science classes felt about the new
arrival but, shesaid, it wasasensa-
tionintheteachers lounge.

Thesocial studiescoach grabbed
the newly arrived arachnid and
chased both of the sixth-grade
teachers around the room with it.
Sincehewas, and hopefully till is,
marriedtooneof them, | suspect that
heisinthedog house at home.

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com

~
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Whiledaughter washappy to get
thetarantulaandthreel eopardfrogs
fromthe postman, shewasworried
because her scorpion hadn’t come.

A scorpionlost in the mail. That
conjuresup someweird thoughts.

She was worried that the poor
thing would die, since the school
was closed for asnow day and then
it wastheweekend. What if? What
if?What if? she moaned.

What if someone else opened up
her package?! wondered. I nstead of
ashipment of computer disks, they
get apoisonousbug. They couldtalk
about their computer bug for years.

Actually, daughter foundthat the
scorpion hasnot been sent out from
the biological supply house. She
didn’tknow if they weresuspicious
of her personal credit card, used to
insureshipment, orif thebugwason
back order.

How do you back order a scor-

pion?

| wasfascinated by how all these
creatures are shipped.

Thetarantula, shesaid, cameine
clear plastic box that looked like
Tupperware, except there were air
holesinthelid. Thefrogscameine
larger, round opague plastic con-
tainer likeagallon of ice cream.

Ohgreat, aleftover livespiderand
agallon of spotted frogs. Sounds
likeabanquet for ahawk, but | hope
I don'tfinditinmy fridge.

Daughterisrather partial tobring-
ing her leftover science projects
home. Last year she had a hamster
running all over the place and this
year there’ saturtlehibernating un-
der her couch.

If | have to deal with one of her
“pets,” | hopel get thefrogs. Those
| can handle. They don't bite. They
don'tsting. Andif | gettired of them,
| can awaysgofishing.

Our cuprunneth over and over

Evanand | smiled.

It had been a pretty good day.
Nothing had overflowed.

Itwassupposedtobeanice, cheap
ski trip.

A newvalveonthewater lineen-
sured that we could open up the
house, stay there and save motel
expenses. A dab of ham and some
bread meant we could avoid over-
priced ski-areafood.

And of course, we believed this
would al work out.

Our wives had no interest in
spending four daysin the cold and
snow, so they stayed behind.

Other invited guests demurred.
Maybethey knew what wascoming.

Thefirsthit of troublecamewhen
Ron, the cabin guy who opens and
closeshouses(inreal life, he’ sacar-
penter), called.

When he had goneto turn on the
water, hesaid, it spurted upthrough
the casing around the key. Not a
goodsign, especialy sincethevalve
had been installed new last fall to
alow ustoturnitoninthe spring.

Ron said he'd called a plumber,
thewater district maintenanceman
and aback hoe guy. It sounded ex-
pensive.

By thenext day, they had thewa-
ter back on and had filled the hole.
It was expensive, but it was OK to
comeon out.

Andsowedroveonintothenight.
We got there too late to eat at our
favoriteMexicanrestaurant, but we
had Chinese instead. We drove on
tothehouse.

It wascold. Therewas somewa-
ter onthefloor inthelaundry room,
but wewipedit up. Wedidn’t know
thiswould become apattern.

Webuilt afire, filled the hot tub
and went to bed.

AlongtheSappa

shaynes@nwkan%s.com)

By SteveHaynes

At least the blanketswerewarm.

Come morning, things started to
unravel.

Thehottub, itwascold. Wetraced
the problem to a seal on the pump
which was admitting air. We went
back to the bathroom to take a
shower, and found water on the
floor. Lots of it, and more, coming
UPout of the shower. It didn’t take
longtofind out wherethewater was
coming from, or why.

One look in the sewer cleanout
out back showed it wasfull of ice.

Apparently, ever since Ronturn-
edthewater on, it had been backing
upinthe sewer line.

We called Ron, who came out,
and shook hishead. The water dis-
trict guy wasunreachable. Thecity
crew saidthey’ dtry toclear theline
withtheir water jet.

Evan and | mopped up the back
room and bailed out the shower, six
2 1/2-gallon bucketsworth of foul,
nasty water.

Wewent skiing. Wewerelate, but
that at |east that went well.

Wegot homeanti ci patingashow-
er, but no dice. The bottom of the
stall wasfilling up again — neigh-
bors upstream who thought their
sewer wasworkingwerestill flush-
ing — so we bailed again. We
soaked in the lukewarm hot tub. It
felt good, but we shivered whenwe
got out, and built up thefire.

We fixed the seal, but by then it
wasbedtime. Sincewe' dstokedthe
fireso much, wehad to peal off the
covers. That' sweirdinthewinter at
9,000 feet.

Thenext day, wewent to theval-
ley to get potatoes, stopping at the
Mexican restaurant on the way
back. That made usalittlelate, but
wewent skiing again.

When we got back, the shower
had drained and thetoil etsworked.

We could shower!

We decided to wash the nasty
towelswe' d mopped thefloor with
incelebration. But whenwestarted
the washer, the water ran out ontc
the floor. More towels and a mog
were needed, we reconnected the
lint filter, and thingswere good.

Saturday, we spent the morning
cleaning up, packing and hauling
400 pounds of potatoes back to the
truck. Wewerealittlelatetothe ski
area, but it was one of God’s own
days: sunny, 40 degrees, lots of
powder, and the runs were golden.
Warmer than Kansas, actually.

We started the long drive back
tired, but happy.

Nothing had overflowed. Life
wasgood. Andwemadeit homeby
3am.

Theskiingwasgood, but thetrip
wasn’teasy. And |’ vegot ahunchit
wasn’t cheap, either.

Opposition deniesdebaterequest
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Over the past couple of weeks,
several peoplehaveasked meabout
apublicdebatebetween Ken Shobe
and myself regarding the mayoral
election. After due consideration, |
decidedthatitwastimetochallenge
Kentosuchadebate.

| called him on the phone Friday
evening and asked if he wasinter-
ested in having apublic debateand
hisanswer was, “ At thistime, | am
not particularly interested.” He
stated that he felt our views were
presented well enough in The
Oberlin Herald and that a debate
was not necessary.

S0, unlessMr. Shobechangeshis
mind, therewill not beapublic de-
bate.

It stoo bad, though. | wasreally

looking forwardtoit.
Steve Smith
candidatefor mayor
Oberlin



