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Farmerslineuptosgnupfor help

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

With the deadline looming to sign up
under thenew farmbill, theDecatur County
officeof theU.S. Farm ServiceAgency has
helped around 90 percent of the county’s
farmers sign up for the new subsidy pro-
gram.

The program is complicated. It takes a
long time to sign up and the farmer hasto
producerecordssince 1998to changetheir
base and yield records.

DianeBarrett, county executivedirector
for the agency, said the final date for base

and yield elections is Tuesday, although
farmers and ranchers have until June 1 to
sign a contract for the farm program. She
said the agency, part of the Department of
Agriculture, has hel ped around 90 percent
of the 822 farmsin the county update their
baseandyield electionsso far. Thebaseis
the base acres of the farm and theyield is
what it has produced.

Basically, she said, farmers can update
their basefor thecropsplantedtoafour-year
average between 1998-2001 or keep their
previous numbers and add oil seed crops,

which are sunflower and soybeans. Mrs.
Barrett said the changesby thefarmersare
being allowed because of thefarm bill was
passed by Congresslast year.

Thisfarmbill isdifferentthanthelast one
mainly becausetheprogramisn’t doing di-
rect market lossassistance. Itisnow being
done through a counter cyclical payment
whichisbased on market prices.

Farmers have been planting more acres
inthelast four years, Mrs. Barrett said, so
theamount of the base acreshasincreased.
That isonereason for afarmer tofile.

If afarmer choosesto update their base,
they get a chance to prove yields for the
counter cyclicd part of thepayments, which
are based on market prices. If the markets
stay high, said Mrs. Barrett, there is not
much chanceof acounter cyclical payment,
but if pricesgo down, there could be one.

The other part of the programisadirect
payment, whichisbasedonbaseacres, yied
set for thefarm and the payment rate. With
those payments, it doesn’t matter what is
planted. All farmers can get a direct pay-
ment and it isguaranteed.

Once a producer updates the base and
yieldelection, itwill besetuntil 2007. Mrs.
Barrett saidthisisthefirsttimefarmershave
beenabl eto updatethosefiguressince 1985.

Withthesignup 90 percent done, shesaid
she hasabout 9 percent left to do. One per-
cent of thefarmshavebaseacresthat aretoo
small or thefarmsare so small the produc-
ersdon’t comein.

When the base and yield are updated,
farmers will have to provide production
records, said Mrs. Barrett, but that doesn’t

(See DEADLINE on Page 10A)
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JUST BEFORE CLOSING TIME Monday, Rhonda instead of waiting until election day Tuesday.
Wildeman took advantage of the advance voting system

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

City, school board seatson ballots

V otersin Decatur County will go
tothepollsTuesday todecideraces
for Oberlinmayor and City Coun-
cil, two seatsontheOberlin School
Disgtrict, onefor the Norcatur City
Council and one for the Jennings
School Board.

Since the cutoff for filing to get
ontheballot, severa havedecided
torunaswrite-incandidates, caus-
ing racesfor someof thepositions.

County Clerk Marilyn Horn,
who serves asthe county election
officer, said asof Thursday morn-
ing 45 peopl e had decided to vote
inadvanceeither through the mail

Whereto cast your vote

For the election Tuesday, all
of thepolling placeswill beopen
from7am.to 7 p.m.

Herearethepollinglocations:

* Allison, Pleasant Valley and
Jenningstownshipsand City of
Jennings vote at the Jennings
Senior Center.

* Altory, Center, Grant, Har-

Church.

Finley, Oberlin, Prairie Dog,
Sappaand Summit townships, at
the Oberlin American Legion.
* Custer, Lyon and Dresden
townshipsand Dresden City, at
the Dresden United Methodist

* Garfield and Lincoln town-
shipsand Norcatur City at Nor-

Voters will decide how to fill
two seats on the council.

Their choices are Incumbent
Ray Ward, Patrick Pomeroy or
Royce Leitner, who isawrite-in
candidate. Although Jerry Fidele,
former councilman, filed for the
election he has since moved. His
name will still appear on the bal-
lot, but if elected hewon't beable
to servehisterm.

If Mr. Shobe is elected mayor,

lan, Liberty, Logan, Olive, catur City Hall. that will leavehisseat openonthe
Roosevelt and Sherman town-  « Oberlin City 1attheAmeri- | council, which means someone
ships, attheOberlinGoldenAge  can Legion Hall. will havetobeappointedtofill the

or by goingto the clerk’ soffice.

votecountsand it isimportant.

Voters in the Herndon and
Atwood school districtswill goto
the polls Tuesday to decideif the
twoshould consolidatefor thenext
school year.

The Herndon and Atwood
boardsmetin Decembertolook at
the possibility of consolidating
since the enrollment in Herndon
was below 100 and expected to
drop drastically in the next few
years.

TheHerndonboard metwiththe
Oberlinand Golden Plainsschool

She said that everyone in the
county should vote, because each

Center.
* Bassettville, Beaver, Cook,

* OberlinCity 2 at the Decatur
County Courthouse.

two city races. The first is for

In Oberlin, voters will decide mayor. Both Councilman Ken

boardsaswell, but decidedto con-
solidate with Atwood. The Hern-
don board swayed back and forth,
retractingthemotionto consolidate
andthen decidingtodoit.

After the new year, the state
Board of Education approved the
consolidationandnow itisuptothe
votersto makethefinal decision.

Thequestionsays, “ Shall school
districtsNo. 317 andNo. 318form
aconsolidated unified school dis-
trict?’ Thereare 272 votersin the
Herndon District and 1,571 in the

Shobeand Steve Smithfiledfor the
position.

Atwood District, and the issue
needs a majority of all votersto
pass.

The votes will be counted to-
gether, so if the majority of the
voters say yes, the consolidation
will passevenifitlosesinonedis
trict.

By consolidating now, the two
districts will freeze their current
combined budgets for four years.
That way, if thedistrict loseskids,
itwill still beabletousethisyear’s
countfor statemoney. If thedistrict

position.

Votersin the Oberlin School
District will settletwo races. One
is between incumbent Jeannie
Martin and Dave Stapp for the at-

(SeeVOTERS 0n Page 10A)

Herndon, Atwood to voteon combining

grows, thenew enrollment figures
canbesenttothestateandthedis-
trict will receive more money.

Herndon Superintendent Kim
Juenemannsaidshedidn’twantto
talk about the consolidation until
after the el ection Tuesday.

Atwood Superintendent Lee
Tarrant didn’t return the call by
Monday evening.

The Atwood board signed an
agreement to keep the grade
school in Herndon open for four
(See SCHOOL Son Page 10A)

Norcatur man servingintheMarineCorps

With the United States at
war with Irag, servicemen
andwomenfromall overthe
nationarebeingdeployedor
looking at the possibility of
fighting, including those |
from Decatur County. |

OneisRussell James, son
of Larry and Terri James of
Norcatur, who havelivedin
the county for the last 24

R. James

Mr.Jamessaidhisson
graduated from Decatur
Community  High
School in 2000 and en-
listedintheMarines.He
said Russell always
wantedtobeinthemili-
tary. Hehasanuncleand
great uncle who arere-
tired Army.

Russell graduated

years. Russell isalinguist inthe from boot camp nearly three years

Marine Corps.

(See FAMILY on Page 10A)

The Oberlin Herald plans to
run asection in honor of the ser-
vicemen and women from the
area.

Anyone who has a family
member who is serving in any
branch of the armed forcesis
asked to call or write the paper
withthenameof theperson serv-

Specid sectionto honor troops

ing and relatives.

Thenumber of thepaperis785-
475-2206. The addressis 170 S.
Penn AveOberlin, KS. 67749, or
e-mail obherald@nwkansas-
.com. The paper needs the infor-
mationby Monday forthesection,
but will continueto build alist of
service peoplefromthisarea.

Council setsup
odd, even system
for outdoor water

TheOberlinCity Council revised
its water conservation plan at a
meeting Thursday night, setting
new watering days based on even/
odd housenumbers, and new hours.

Thecouncil hasheenstudyingthe
plan at recent meetings, preparing
for the summer. Thereareno water
restrictionsin effect sofar.

The council decided that people
who have odd numbers on their
house will be allowed to water on
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.
Those with even numbered houses
can water on Wednesday, Friday
and Sunday, between 12:01 and 10
am. and 9 p.m. to midnight.

Councilman Ken Shobe said the
recent rainiswelcome, but it won't
makethewellsgainthetwofeetlost
in the last year. He suggested the
watering every day on odd/even
shifts and not watering at all on
Monday. Hesaidthebreak onMon-
day would give the water tower a
chanceto catch up.

Mr. Shobe said he would like to

seethehourschangefromlastyear,
but still didn’ twant peoplewatering
intheafternoonsbecauseitissohot.

Timerscan besetto acertain day
of the week, said Councilman Ray
Ward, and for a certain amount of
time, so it would work for certain
houses to be watering on certain
days of theweek.

Mayor Gary Walter said thetim:-
ingwould havetobefrom midnight
to midnight because anything else
could be an enforcement problem,
not to mention an education prob-
lem.

Education is important, saic
Mayor Walter. Just because a per-
son can water every other day
doesn’t mean they haveto.

The council didn’t make any
changesto thetriggersfor the plan
togointo effect.

Mayor Walter said if thereise
water emergency, themayor can put
theplaninto effect.

The council voted unanimously
to make the changes.

City councll decides
giant billboard
must comedown

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

TheOberlinCity council decided
Thursday not to change the city’s
zoningordinancetoalowaClassic
Cablesignon U.S. 36to stay.

After thevote, the city wrote the
company which installed the sign
and said the council chose not to
accept the planning commission’s
recommendation that it could stay.
Thefirmhas30daystoappeal tothe
District Court. Afterthat, if thesign
isstill upin30days, thecity will tear
it down.

The24-by-10-foot billboardwas
put up by Thomas Outdoor Adver-
tising of Manhattanwithout permis-
sionfromthecity. Thezoning ordi-
nance limits off premise signsto 6
by 6 feet.

City Administrator Gary Shike
saidwhenheheardthesignwashe-
ing installed, he went to the site,
gavethemantheformandexplained
the procedure. Theform was never
filled out or returned, although the
company did pay the$100fee. Mr.
Shikewrotethecompany, telling it
toremovethesign.

After anappeal, thecity planning
and zoning commission recom-
mended changing the ordinance to
allow thesignto stay.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
saidwhenever thezoningordinance
ischanged, the processisto submit
theissuetotheplanning and zoning
commission, which was done. The
council then can adopt the recom-
mendationof thecommission, over-
ride the recommendation or return
therecommendationtothecommis-
sion with a statement asto if they
have or haven't approved it. Then
the commission would haveto dis-
cusstheissueagain.

Councilman Stan McEvoy said
hefelt that thesign company didn’t
put thesign up inthe proper way or
go through the procedure. He sug-

gested not changing the ordinance.

Councilman Ray Ward said he
agreed that the proper process
wasn't followed. He said he didn’t
think thecity wasrunning any busi-
nesses off but the city could run
people off if ordinancesare not en-
forced.

On the flip side, asked Council-
man Ken Shobe, why doesthe city
have a planning and zoning com-
missionif thecouncil isn’'t going to
listentoit?

Didthecommissiontalk about the
company not going through the
proper channels, asked Mr. Mc-
Evoy.

City Administrator Gary Shike
saidthegroupdidtalk about thepro-
cess. The commission said they
didn’twanttostart atrendwherethe
city hadabunchof signsonthehigh-
way all next to each other. Theman
from the advertising company saic
hedidn’t think the billboard would
start atrend.

Didthemangiveareasonwhy he
didn’tgothroughtheprocess?asked
Councilman Jay Anderson. He ba-
sically said someplacesdon’t have
sign ordinances, said Mr. Shike.

The city has made all owances
from ordinances, said Mayor Wal-
ter, but those people went through
the process. The ordinance maybe
does need to be changed, said Mr.
Ward, but the city doesn’t need to
make allowancesjust for thissign.

Beforethecouncil startedtalking
about the billboard, Steve Smith
said he would like to see the ordi-
nance changed to keep the sign.
Thereisadouble standard, hesaid,
because the merchants have a big-
gersignonU.S. 83. Thecity’ sordi-
nancesshouldfacilitategrowth, not
run businesses off. City Attorney
Hirsch said the ordinance doesn’t
apply tosignsthat advertisethecity,

(See SIGN on Page 10A)
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* Deadlinenear
for farm bill
agreements

(Continued from Page 1A)
haveto bedoneright away.

Mrs. Barrett said everything is
computerized and employeeshel p-
ingfarmerssignuphavetakentrain-
ing classes on the program.

Checksareissued from thelocal
office, shesaid. Whenafarmer signs
up, they can decideif they want to
receive half of the payment some-
time between now and August and
then another check toward the end
of theyear, or toget onecheck at the
end of theyear.

Afterthebaseandyieldelections
are updated, she said, farmers will
just havetocomeinansignthecon-
tract each year until 2007, whenthe
farmprogramwill beupforrenewal.

Mrs. Barrett said alot of farmers
herewaited to sign up becausethey
didn’t know if anything would be
changed.

Signing up has taken sometime
under the new law, she said, espe-
cially sincetheofficeistakingacre-
agereportsat the sametime.

Some farmers seem to be disap-
pointed, she said, because of the
amount of money they get, andthere
has also been alot of confusion
about the program. This has been
one of the more complex farm pro-
gramsever, shesaid.

Roger May, whofarmsin Decatur

County, said he signed up for the
program thefirst part of March. It
took two afternoons, he said, but
part of that was due to acreage re-
ports.

Hesaidtherearesomethingsthat
couldbedonetomakeit easier fora
farmer tosign up. It seemslikeyou
need a computer and software just
to figure out what the best plan of
actionis. Thenitisaguessinggame
onwhat themarketisgoingtodo. If
the market stayslow, he said, then
thereisoneway to go whichwould
be better than any other way for the
counter cyclical payments. One
thing which might makeit easieris
tousecropinsuranceyieldsinstead
of having afarmer bring in records
since 1998.

Part of theproblem, saidMr.May,
isthat all of thedetail sabout thepro-
gram aren’t out yet. At least in
Marchwhenhesigned up, theinfor-
mationfor thewhitewheatincentive
weren't out.

Thefarmbill doesput money into
conservation, hesaid, but they have
aready started taking money out of
that to pay for disaster. A positive
thingisthat somemoneyisgoingfor
grants.

The program is complicated, he
said, andthat |eavesafarmer guess-
ing on which way isthe best.

*Voterswill decide
raceson Tuesday

(Continued from Page 1A)
largeposition. Theother isbetween
incumbent Dan Wasson and Monte
Moorefor the District 2 seat.

IncumbentsKurtVollertsen, Dis-
trict 1, and Barb Olson, District 3,
are running unopposed.

For the Norcatur City Council,
therearethreeseatsopen, withonly
one person who filed. Mike Helm
will be the only name that appears
on the ballot, but there are seven
write-incandidatesincluding Tami
Cook, Teresa Reves, Jean Pelkey,
Jim Plotts, Carolyn Plotts and
Rodney Leichliter.

For the Jennings School Board,
four candidatesfiled. Aden Schillig

filed to fill an unexpired term and
will appear ontheballot alone. Sara
Carter, Sheila Rhodes and
LawrenceCarter filedfor four open
seatsfor full four-year terms.

Gary Gillum and Lila Jennings
are both running as write-in candi-
datesfor the board.

There are three seats open for
Jennings City Council, with Eric
Green and Sara Carter running for
theposts. Therearenoknownwrite-
in candidates.

In Dresden, Russell Rhodesfiled
for mayor position, but therearetwo
council positionswhichnoonefiled
for andthereareno knownwrite-in
candidates.

(Continued from Page 1A)
yearsor aslong asit iseconomi-
cally feasible.

In aprevious meeting, thetwo
boardsagreedonaninterimboard
madeup of four Atwoodandthree
Herndon representatives. Ap-
pointed to this board were Kent

* Schoolsmay join

Morgan, Pattie Wolters, Bill
Beamgard and Chris Schmidt
from Atwood and Andy Green,
Tom Kogl and FrancisWahrman
from Herndon.

If consolidation passes, thein-
terim board will take the reins of
the combined district on July 1.

Paper will belatefor eection

Nextweek’ sissueof TheOberlin
Heraldwill beheldaday toinclude
results of the city and school board
election on Tuesday.

With races for the mayor, city
council and Oberlin School Board,
voterswill want to know what hap-
pened. The Herald staff will come
back in Tuesday night to find out,

andfinishtheweek’ spaper after the
votesare counted.

Paperswill beavailableonnews-
stands on Wednesday and in the
mail on Thursday.

Storiesalsowill detail thevotefor
other candidates in the county, in-
cluding Jennings, Dresden and
Norcatur.

Acddent reaultsinlittledamage

At mid-morning Saturday, two
women had a small fender bender
with little damageto their vehicles
and no ticketswritten.

PoliceChief WadeL ockhart said
Amy Portschy, 21, of Herndon, was
drivinga1996 Chevy Suburban east
on Hall Street behind Frances
Vacura, 70, of Oberlin, whowasin
a 1986 Honda Civic. Mrs. Vacura
said shesloweddownfor adip. Ms.
Portschy said she wasn’t looking,
and when she saw the vehiclein
front of her, she slowed down and

* Sign hasto
comedown

(Continued from Page 1A)
the museum or anything likethat.

Firstof al,saidMr. Anderson, the
mantoldthecity thatitwasn’tworth
checking to see whether there was
an ordinance. Then he said the city
wasn’t going to get any more signs
like this anyway. Then he kind of
ignored us, said Mr. Shobe. Thenhe
told us what was wrong with the
signsthe city already has, said Mr.
Shike.

Thecouncil agreedtooverridethe
planing commission’ s recommen-
dationand not changetheordinance
toallow thebillboard to stay.

swerved to missthe car.

Shehit the Civicintheback end.
Therewasvery minor damage, said
Chief Lockhart.

Gary Kingreporteddamagetothe
right stepframeand ascratchtothe
exhaust cover ona1997 Peterbilthe
drivesthat isowned by Moore and
Sonsinc., of Danbury.

The semi had been parked in the
Sinclair parking lot when Mr. King
noticed the damage at 12:30 p.m.
Friday. He said the truck had been
parked there for aweek and he be-
lieveditwasdamagedwhileparked.
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up their flowersand other items at

moved so she can mow.

need to be moved.

stones, not in front or behind.

Flowersneedto beremoved

Withwarmweather andthepromiseof springjust
around the corner, thecity isurging peopletoclean

SextonNan Stanley saidflowersand memorabilia
that are placed between or on headstones are OK.
Items that are placed in front or back need to be

Thereareover 3,000 gravesin the cemetery, she
said. Some families take care of the graves them-
selves, andthey areallowedtohavetheitemsinfront
or back, but onthosemaintained by thecity, theitems

Ms. Stanley said shedoesn’t want to offend any-

INPREPARATIONFORWARM ER WEATHER anddaysof mowing, SextonNan
Stanley demonstrated where flowers shouldn’t be at gravestones at the Oberlin Cem-
etery. Ms. Stanley said the flowers and other items can only be put on the side of the
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

the cemetery.

will beremoved.

Glassvases, whicharen’tallowedinthecemetery,
needtoberemoved, shesaid. If themower hitsaglass
vase, theglasscan hurt someoneor damageastone.

Without having to move anything, she said, it
aready takes two days to mow. No one wants to
destroy any of theflowersor any other items, but the
cemetery needsto be maintained.

one, but sheal sodoesn’ t wanttomow over any flow-
ersor other treasured itemsthisspring and summer.

Traditionally, the cemetery has three cleanup
days: April 15,June15and Sept. 15. Itemsthat aren’t
intheright spots after the clean up day on April 15

* Family proud of U.S.Marineson

(Continued from Page 1A)
ago and went on to study foreign
languageat ThePresidioinCalifor-
nia, graduating in September 2002.

Russell was transferred to
Goodfellow Air Force Base in
Texas and in November 2002 he
was chosen as the outstanding stu-
dent of the month. Mrs. James said
their sonnever saidwhat hestudied
whilethere.

He and hiswife Christeen have
livedinAugusta, Ga., sinceJanuary,

whenRussdll wastransferredto Fort
Gordon, an Army base. Mrs. James
saidtheforcesinterminglealotand
there have been other facilities he
has been stationed at that haven't
been Marine Corps bases.

Mr. Jamessaidhissonenlistedfor
eight years, but he thinks he will
probably serve 20 so he can retire.
Hewantstoget amaster’ sdegreein
criminal justiceand pursueacareer
inthat field.

Russell hasn’t beendeployedyet,

CROP SERVICE, INC

Check us Out for all Your
Alfalfa and Wheat Topdress Needs

COMPETITIVE PRICES
LIQUID AND DRY and APPLICATION RATES

East Hwy. 36
Atwood, KS

785-626-9609

Proudly Serving Area Farmers for 20 Years

www.decisionweather.com
“Oberlin’s source for local weather & news,
GRAND OPENING! March 31 & April 2
“$100 Unicel Shopping Spree or $50 off
Dish TV and PowerGistic computers!”
Order on-line - Free Delivery
217 N Penn Ave
Open 10ato 6p M & W
(866) SKY-EYES
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Joeand Regina Stanley, owners

149 S. Penn Ave., — Oberlin— 785-475-2331

said Mr. James, but it isapossibil-
ity. No dates have been set yet.

Mr. James said heisproud of his
sonand supportsthetroops110 per-
cent. Mrs. James agreed that sheis
really proud of her son.

Councll
continues
land lease

The Oberlin City council agreed
Thursday to continue the lease for
the fenced-in land north of the air-
port entranceonU.S. 36for another
twoyears.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said the city received aletter from
Baker-Hughes to see if the lease
could berenewed. Theoil field ser-
vice company pays$960 ayear for
thelease.

The council approved the re-
newal.

Mr. Shike said a Gateway sign
committee has been formed. Peg
Smith, who works at Hirsch anc
Pratt; Connie Grafel, marketing di-
rector for economic devel opment
and TheGateway; Kem Bryan, who
works part-time at the Oberlin Li-
brary and L ohoefener Grain; and
Karen Larson, who works at Dr.
Gary Fredrickson’s office, have
started to work on getting asigniin
front of the civic center.

Thegroup hasput together infor-
mation for agrant which might pay
for 40 percent of the equipment for
thesign, theadministrator said. The
four women havereceivedtwo bids
that needtobecompared. Oneisfor
just under $38,000 and the other i<
for $26,774.

Mr. Shike said he didn’t know if
the bids were for the same kind of
sign.

In other business, the council:

« Heard that Councilman Jay
Anderson, Mr. ShikeandMs. Grafel
went to a tourism meeting spon-
sored by theKansasL eague of Mu-
nicipalities. Mr. Anderson said the
meeting was educational .

« Briefly talked about al etter they
had each received from Lairy Goltl
about thedog catcher andstray dogs.
Councilman Stan McEvoy asked if
the council wanted to re-visit the
issue. Thecouncil didn’t say if they
did, butthedidlearnthat citizenscan
call thedog catcher and havewarn-
ings given for stray dogs. Citizens
can give information to the dog
catcher who can givewarnings

» Helda30-minutecl osed session
for attorney-client privilege. There
was no action taken.

* Heard that the lake committee
will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday at The
LandMark Inntotalk about walking
trails at Sappa Park. Jack Benton
said he heard from Congressman
Jerry Moran’s office that the city
will get amatching grant for $8,000.
He said the committee can go back
ayear and includeall thework anc
materialsfromthelast year tomatch
the $8,000.

* ApprovedKelly Glodt, superin-
tendent of the Oberlin School Dis-
trict, to replace Ray Bryan on the
economic devel opment board.

I am proud to have served on the
USD #294 Board of Education
for 10 years.

Paid for by Dan Wasson

We have an outstanding school system and staff. I
have learned much and enjoyed my time on the board.
I would appreciate your vote on April 1st.
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