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Commisson looksat buildingvaluestfor insurance

The Decatur County commis-
sioners looked at recent building
appraisals for the county insur-
ance.

Lastweek, BrandonMann, loss
control manager from Kansas
CountiesAssociationMulti-lined
pool was in town to appraise the
buildings for insurance reasons.
County Appraiser Alan Hale said
hetalkedwithMr.Mann,whosaid
typically when countiesswitchto
thepool forinsurance, theoldval-

At their meeting last Tuesday,
Decatur County commissioners:

+Heardthatareserve officerwork-
ing for the sheriff's office has been
suspended, leaving just one officer
for duty. Story to come.

+ Signed a contract with promoters

County Round-up

forthe Oberlin Speedway forthe race
season. Story below.

* Looked at building appraisals for
county insurance. Story to left.

* Heard that the ambulance direc-
tor hasn't made any decision bids for
anew truck. Story to come.

ues for the buildings are carried

Jewdry soreowner
diesafter 87/years

MilesE. Ray, 87, owner and op-
erator of Ray Jewelry inOberlinfor
over 50years, died Monday, March
17,2003, in Denver.

Hewasanativeof Orleans, Neb.,
and after graduating from Denver
University, hetaught flyingin Fort
Morgan, Colo., then moved to
Texas, where he piloted planes be-
fore joining the Air Force. He was
stationed in India, where he flew
fuel tankers over the “Hump”
(HimilayaM ountains) fromIndiato
China

AfterreturningtoDenverin 1946,
he met Ila Robertson, a native of
Oberlin, and they were married
April 2,1948. Hehad plannedtofin-
ishmedical school, but sinceit had
been seven years since college, he
decided to seek other business av-
enues.

He chose watch making and he
and hiswifemovedtoBrush, Colo.,
to apprentice, after which they
moved to Oberlin and opened Ray
Jewelry.

Besides being apart of the busi-

nesscommunity, he enjoyed bowl-
ing, golf, flying asmall 4-seater at
thelocal airport, woodworking and
had also raised cattleonthefarm of
hisfather-in-law.

He was born June 22, 1915, at
Orleans, Neb., the son of Jesse and
Eva(Ericson) Ray. Hisfatherwasa
railroad engineer andthey movedas
hisjob required, living in Kansas,
Nebraskaand Colorado.

Survivorsincludehiswife, lla; his
daughters, Vicky, KarenandMarla;
his grandchildren, Paul, Kelsey,
Kayla, and Taryn, and hissister-in-
law, Jean Earlywine.

Hewas preceded in death by his
parentsand onesister, Helen.

Funeral services were held Sun-
day afternoon at Pauls Funeral
Homein Oberlin. The Revs. Nolan
and Barbara Pierce officiated and
burial wasintheOberlin Cemetery.

A memorial was established to
the Oberlin Library or Oberlin
Country Club. Contributions may
be sent to the funeral home, 121 N.
Penn, Oberlin, Kan., 67749.

over. Mr.Mannhasstarted offering

inspections and found some coun-
tiesareinsuring their buildingstoo
much or not enough.

Mr. Halesaidhewaspleased with
the representative. The appraiser
said he asked how thefigureswere
arrivedat, andthemanexplainedthe
numbersand formula.

“Probably the most disturbing
thingisthat thisisanareal may have
beenalittlenegligentin,” said Mr.
Hale.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
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MILESRAY enjoyed working at the Decatur County Fair
each August.

Health depar tment wor kson compliance

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The Decatur County Health De-
partmentisworkingtocomply with
new federal regulations under the
federal Health InsurancePortability
and Accountability Act.

Health Administrator Marilyn
Gamblin met with county commis-
sioners to have them sign docu-
ments and to fill them in on where
the department stands.

Ms. Gamblinsaidtheregulations
came from the Department of
Health and Human Services. They
governrelease of health careinfor-
mationtooutsiders. Any agency that
bills electronically for health care
will haveto follow theregulations,
includingthehealthdepartment and
the ambul ance service.

Thefirstthing shesaid sheneeded
was a written statement from the
commissionersonwhat constitutes
acovered entity for thecounty. She
said Decatur County would be a
covered entity and then the health
department, ambulance service,
county clerk’ sofficeand county at-
torney would beunder it.

The reasoning behind listing the
clerk andtheattorney isthat they see
bills or other patient information,
said Ms. Gamblin.

For each entity, thereneedsto be
aprivacy officer. She presented the
commissioners with aletter defin-
ing her astheprivacy officer for the
health department. The commis-
sionerssigned both | etters.

Ms. Gamblin said patients will

haveto sign asheet to authorizethe
release of any information.

Commissioner Doyle Brown
asked who decided to do this. Ms.
Gamblin said all of theregulations
arecomingfromthefederal govern-
ment.

How many peoplereadwhat they
sign? asked Commissioner Pat
Glenn.

“These regulations are why |
moved my office,” said Ambulance
Director Patrick Pomeroy. Thecov-
ered officesmust provideconfiden-
tiality for patient records.

What about the radios? asked
Commissioner Brown, pointing out
that there are scannersin alot of
homesinthecounty. Thehealth ser-
viceswill haveto get intouch with

NexTech and seeif there are extra
channelsand traffic will haveto be
scrambled all the time, said Mr.
Pomeroy.

Hesaidthey won'tbeabletohave
two patientsintheambulanceat the
same time anymore, he said. The
effectsof thiswill bepretty massive.

Ms. Gamblin said she will be
working on business/associate
agreements for people who may
come across information. For ex-
ample, she said, Pharmacist Rusty
Addlemanreviewsthefamily plan-
ning records. He would fall under
this agreement. So would the ac-
counting firm that does the county
audit.

Thefirst phase of theregulations
startsonMonday, April 14, shesaid.

Commissionerssgn paperstostart racing

There will be racing next month
at the Decatur County fairgrounds.
County commissioners signed a
contractlast Tuesday for theOberlin
Speedway for the race season of
April 12 through Oct. 30.

Thecontractisbetweenthecoun-
ty, promoters Don and Paula Bolt
and thefair board.

Thefair board had already signed
the document and the commission-
ersagreed unanimously tosigniit.

Commissioners said they would
like to see the track called the
Decatur County Speedway or Ober-
lin Raceway at Decatur County

Speedway since it has county dol-
larsinit.

Thefirst raceis scheduled at 5
p.m. Saturday, April 12.

The commissioners met with
DaveBarber,fromtheU.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, to sign bonds
for Decatur Health Systemsfor the
loan. They authorized the chair-
woman to sign the papers.

Theloanisfor $100,000 at arate
of 4.625 percent.

Commissioners held the hearing
for roadstobechanged tominimum
maintenance in Harlan Township.
With no oneintheaudienceand no

protest, the commissioners ap-
proved theresolution and madethe
roads minimum maintenance.
Roads changed to minimum main-
tenance include the roads between
sections2,3and4 andtheNebraska
stateline, 4 and 5, 8 and 9, 16 and
17,2and11,3and10,12and 13,19
and Sherman Township section 24,
19and 30, 25and 36, 26 and 35 and
the SW4 of 26 and SE4 of 27.

Inother business, commissioners:

*Heldal0-minuteclosed on
for non-elected personnel. There
wasno action.

* Re-signed orders to abate per-

sonal property taxesonavehiclefor
Brett Robuck and a golf cart for
Rusty and Sharon Addleman.

» Signed acooperation agreement
for bio-terrorism.

* Heard the county will receivea
check for over $1,000 from Kansas
Workers Risk Cooperative for
Counties for savings in the pre-
mium.

* Heldal5-minuteclosed session
for non-elected personnel. There
was no action taken.

* Appointed Gene Gallentine, a
farmer in the Norcatur area, to the
Decatur County Health Foundation.

Big Two Day

March 28 and 29 « 9:30 a.m.CST Both Days
Location: Gateway Civic Center in Oberlin, Kans

Sellers: Don and the late Ellen Shaw

and Collectibles, Liquor Bottles, Gone
Day One With The Wind Lamps, Lawn and Garden, House-

hold, Miscellaneous

HUGE selection of Antiques and Collectibles, Hull,
Toys and Miscellaneous

1946 Super 8 Deluxe 2-door Ford sedan-with
original upholstery, V8 flat head, 616 tires, 20,000
miles on rebuilt motor, radio, 1-owner, all original,
runs and drives like a dream

Auction

Preview merchandise between 5 and 7, Thursday, March 27th
Doors will open at 7:30 a.m. both days of the sale!

Tom Harrison, Auctioneer
(785) 899-3060 Work
(785) 443-0136

Tom Simpson, Auctioneer
(785) 443-0137 Work
(785) 462-3709 Home,

Colby, Kan

Check our web site for late additions and details about our
upcoming auctions: WWW.goodlandnet.com/tntauction

(785) 442-0138, Jennings, Kan

TNT%UQTION

Bob Jones, Auctioneer
(785) 678-2637 Home

e We Have NEW mercHAaNdise
ARRIVING Daily

e Check out our GReat selection of gifts
for MoTHer's Day and GraduaTtion

e ANY puRcHAse over $10 -
RECEIVE A Yellow Ribbon and
AN AMERICAN Flag Lapel Button

e Remember ANd SupporT All of our
SERVICE PERSONNEL dURING
ThHis TiMe of waR!

We now accept these cardsfor your convenience:

ElE- 7 &

Family-owned / operated since 1906

Addl

eman

Phone 475-2661 — or Toll Free 1-800-794-3784 — Oberlin, [(an.
Service and value arethe cor ner stones of our business.

DRUG STORE

said thereisalittle shift in some of
thevalues, but most of them arethe
same. He asked if the appraisal for
the ambulance barn was correct. It
had been set at $169,000.

Sheridan County isputtingina
similar barn, said Mr. Hirsch, for
around $300,000. Hesaid hedidn’t
think the county could replace the
barnfor $169,000.

Mr. Hale said he could have the
representative look at the numbers

again.

Mr. Hirsch said theNorcatur anc
Jenningsshopsand the Oberlinfire
stationweren’ tonthelist. Heaskeo
if all thebuildingswereviewed. Mr.
Halesaidthat Mr. Mannsaid hewas
only here to look at some of the
buildings.

Withthenew numbers, thecounty
will pay alower premium, said Mr.
Hale.

Commissioner Ralph Unger saic
hewouldliketomakesureall of the
county buildingsareonthelist.

Deadlinedraws
near for scholardhips

Students at Decatur Community
High School only haveaweek toget
scholarship applicationsin for col-
legenext year.

Principal Charles Haag told the
Oberlin School Boardat itsmeeting
Monday, March 10, about the op-
portunities studentshave herewith
scholarships and how the process
works. He said although some par-
ents think only a select few are
askedtoapply for scholarships, that
isn't how it works.

He said he and Counselor Nita
Lavielle met with seniors and told
themit wastimeto apply for schol-
arships.

He said they explained that the
school doesn’t choosewhoreceives
the scholarships, the organizations
offering them do.

Hesaid hea so sent aletter out to
parentsrecently reminding them of
scholarship opportunities.

Theapplicationsthengooutinthe
counselor’ sofficeand studentshave
tosignthat they have picked upone
for each scholarshipthey areapply-
ing for. For most grants, applica-
tionshaveto beback by Tuesday.

Board Member Jeannie Martin
said she would like to see eighth
graders at the assembly to learn
about scholarships before they en-
ter high school instead of at the enc
of their freshmanyear. Many fresh-
men, she said, don’t know or think
about the fact that all four years of
school count for scholarships. If
eighth graders are interested in
them, maybeit will helpthemwork
alittle harder that first year of high
school, shesaid.

Board Member Kurt Vollertsen
said heagreed, adding that it woul o
benicetolettheparentsknow alittle
earlier sothey havetheinformation
they need, too.

The letters, said Board Member
Barb Olson, need to go out sooner.
Kidsdon't remember all theimpor-
tant dates and the school should be
abletoremind parentsearlier about
somedeadlines.

Board Member Chris Bailey
asked how early students can take
the ACT test. Ms. Lavielle said as
early asthey want, but most take it
their junior year or early intheir se-
nior year.

The Oberlin School Board ex-
tended the contracts of its three
administrators for two years, but
made no promises about pay
raisesuntil teacher pay issettled.

The board went behind closed
doorsfor nonel ected personnel for
30, 10, 5 and 10 minutes before
coming out into open session to
approvethemotion atitsmeeting
Monday, March 10.

Contracts for Principals
Charles Haag and Duane Dors-
horstwereextended until July 13,
2005. Superintendent Kelly
Glodt’s contract was extended
until June 30, 2005.

The board agreed to wait until
after teacher negotiationstomake
any decisionsabout salaries.

Superintendent Glodt said he
had received 10 applications for
the outdoor maintenance job. So
far, he said, heisimpressed with
the quality people who had ap-
plied.

From the 10, four were sched-

School board votes
on contract extensons

uled to be interviewed. He said
theNo. 1 concernisto get aper-
son hired who can get the
groundstowherethey should be
and wherethey can be.

In other business, the board:

« Decided to hold its annual
employeerecognitiondinnerat 7
p.m. onWednesday, April 23, at
The Gateway.

» Decided to hold a special
board meetingat 7:30p.m. Tues-
day, April 8, to discussrehiring
teachers.

* Selected 4 p.m. Tuesday for
thefirst meetingfor negotiations.

» Approvedtheresignationsof
Jerry Fidele, outdoor mainte-
nanceman; CasandraHoldeman,
fifth grader teacher; and Megan
Carter, secretary at the high
schooal.

*Helda10-minuteclosed ses-
sion for non elected personnel.
Therewasno action taken.

« ApprovedtheSpanishClub's
request to goto Mexico.

PRICESDRASTICALLY REDUCED!!

maintenance.

Roomy, 6 bedrooms, 2 bathson 2 finished levels. Eat-in kitchen includes stove,
refrigerator and garbage disposal. Permanent vinyl siding makes for easy

fenced yard.

central air installed in 1996, single detached gar age, storage shed, completely

Call ustoday about our newly listed homes!

Office — 785-475-2785
Lynn's Mobile — 785-475-8514 — Roberta’'s Mobile 785-475-7156
Jackie Votapka— 785-475-3963
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real-estate.com

Johnson Realty, Inc.

Roberta Johnson, Broker — Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker . . i -

Jacqueline Votapka, Sales Associate
109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749

INTERNET TONIGHT!
475-2206




