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War Isdangerousbusness
thereisno’safé waytodoit

War, said Gen. W.T. Sherman, that favor-
ite of southerners, ishell.

Why wethought it would be otherwiseisa
puzzle.

As the casualties mounted into the dozens
Sunday, overwrought television reporters
began questioningtheallied driveto Baghdad.

The CNN web site trumpeted the war’s
“bloodiest day.” American generals came
under sharp questioning. American troops
continued their drive.

The hand wringing was almost laughable.
Almost.

Theskirmishesthecoalitionencounteredon
the road to Baghdad so far could not be com-
pared to the slaughter at Omaha Beach or
Gettysburg or Pork Chop Hill.

Thisisawar, andwar ishell.

But sofar, our feet arejust alittlewarm.

The American columnsadvanced morethan
halfway totheir target beforethey encountered
any significant opposition.

Morealliedfighterswerebeinglost toacci-
dents — helicopter crashes, stray missiles,
auto crashes— thanto the enemy.

Thelragi regular army’ smain role seemed
to beto surrender to the Americansand Brit-
ish.

Bunker buster “ smart bombs’ followed one
another down to the basement level of
Saddam’ s palaces, and an easy triumph ap-
peared to bewithin reach.

Butthereisnofreepassinwar, no“get-out-
of-jail-free’ card.

Didit surpriseanyonethat Saddam’ shench-
menwould mistreat and abusethefew Ameri-
can prisoners they have taken, a mere five
compared to the thousands of Iragisin our
hands?

Diditsurpriseusthat hismilitiaswould ap-
pear out of uniform, waving awhite flag, to
trick Marinesinto an ambush?

(Thismove servesadual purpose, tokill a
few Americansandto makeit muchharder for
Iragi troopsto give up. Cruel, but effective.)

Thisisaregimethat usesrapeandtortureas
toolstointerrogateand punishitsown people.
A regime that gassed whole villages of its
countrymen. A regime that tortures not just
someone who speaks against it, but their en-
tirefamily.

As the American columns near the target,
resistanceislikely toget moreintense. Wewill
lose more soldiers. Therewill be more acci-
dents.

But make no mistake. The administration
and the military intend to win. They will not
rest until Saddamisgone.

It's awar that no one wanted — not the
world, not America, certainly not President
Bush.

It sawar that will be more difficult towin
than thefirst few daysrevealed. But we ex-
pect to win it. The American command says
our advanceis“unstoppable.”

They expected difficulty along theway.

At a briefing Sunday, a British reporter
asked the American general in chargeif the
problems of the weekend had made them re-
alizethewar would bemoredifficult thanthe
commanders had thought.

“No,” hesaidwithaglareof contempt, turn-
ing to takethe next question.

The high command, knowing Saddam
Hussein and knowing war ishell, knew what
toexpect all along.

Hard times, and victory. We pray for them.

—SeveHaynes

Diabeticsneed tobevigilant

TotheEditor:
MarchisDiabetes Alert Month.
Founded in 1940, the American
DiabetesAssociationisthenation’s

( L etterstotheEditor

leading voluntary health organiza-

tion, supporting diabetes research,
information and advocacy.

Diabetes Under Control, along
with the American Diabetes Alert,
wantsyoutoknow that diabetesisa
silent killer. It can slowly catch up
withyou, andyoumay not haveany
symptomsuntil itistoolate— com-
plicationsmay havealready setin.

Thereisalink between diabetes,
obesity, age, inactivity andafamily
history of diabetes. If you are 20
percent or moreoverweight,youare
morelikely to beavictim of diabe-
tes. If you haveahistory of thedis-
easeand any symptoms, itwouldbe
wise to check with your doctor or
health provider.

Thenumber of peopleat risk con-
tinues to climb as the population
over 50, and the number of people
whoareoverweight, increases. Half
of diabetesoccursinpeopleover 55
years of age, and it affects over 18
percent of those past 65.

Many people do not experience
symptoms but can still be diabetic.
Some of the symptomsare extreme
thirst, hunger, frequent urination,
unusual tiredness, unexpected
weight lossand blurry vision. Since
thesesymptomsaresimilar toother
diseases, itisespecialy importantto
alert peoplebecausediabetescanbe

asilent killer — gradually causing
your blood vessels and nerves to
deterioratewith nowarning.
Thegood newsabout diabetesis,
the more you know about it, the
morelikely youaretoavoid compli-
cations such as vision loss, kidney
disease, amputations, heart disease,
and stroke, according to Diabetes
Under Control. Modest changesin
your diet and exercise habits can

help prevent or delay thisdisease.
If you watch your weight, have
your blood sugar checkedregularly,
remainactiveandcontrol your diet,
you can bearelatively healthy per-
son. In fact, if you're careful, you
maly beheal thier thanyour neighbor
whoisnot diabetic. It dependshow
you takecare of yourself.
Elsie Wolters, coordinator
Diabetes Under Control, Oberlin

Herald getsold newspaper

TotheEditor:

Enclosedisthe 1939 Anniversary
issue of The Oberlin Herald, plus
another issueof TheHerald.

My great-grandfather wasVanB.
Wiggins, a longtime resident of
Decatur County. My grandmother
was hisyoungest daughter, Fanny.

| am glad that The Herald will
havethiscopy of the paper. Itisnot

in the best condition, but | really

enjoyed reading many of the ar-

ticles. It gavemeaninsightintothe
early lifeof thearea.

Joan Kempf

13 LakeyndsDrive

Arkansas City, Kan. 67005

Editor’s Note: Ms. Kempf also

mailed usacopy of theJuly 6, 1939,

paper.

Studentsmakeusproud

TotheEditor:
OnMarch17,theOberlin4th, 5th
and 6th grades, about 100 students,
cametothePricefarmat Claytonto
visit. They were a well-behaved,
mannerly group of young people
that their school, parents and com-

munity should beproud of. Wewel-
comethem to comeback.
Thisworld can’t be al bad with
thiskind of young people.
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Price
Clayton
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Theprlceof war mugt bepald

Washington may be the city of
government, butitisalsothecity of
monuments.

The Department of Agriculture,
forinstance, beginsasatidy and not
overly large marble edificeon The
Mall. Behind the venerable struc-
ture, though, thefacel esshbrick war-
ren of the bureaucracy sprawlsfor
threeblocksin each direction.

Along TheMall, all theway from
the Capitol to Arlington acrossthe
river, thereisastretch of greenbro-
ken only by monuments, large and
small. We did not have timeto see
themall.

Thursday brought record-break-
ing rains, and Friday dawned gray
and humid, perfect weather for re-
flecting on war and memorials.

Timewas, great monumentswere
erected to great leaders who won

great wars. So it happensthat the |

Washington Monument and the
Lincoln Memorial face each other
acrossthe Reflecting Pool, flanked
by the memorials to Korean and
Viethamveterans, andtotheheroes
of WorldWarsl and 11.

Around the town are scattered
memorials and equestrian statues
dedicatedtoother victoriousheroes,
from Stephen Decatur to Franklin
D. Roosevelt to John F. Kennedy
and the Unknown Soldier.

Asanation, our attitude toward
war has changed. We often arere-
luctant to fight, but a century or so
ago, when Teddy Roosevelt was
leading Rough Riders up San Juan
Hill, and young men stood eagerly
in line to join the battle in Europe,
war was seen asromantic.

Today, weareindanger of view-
ingwar asjustonemorevideogame,
wherebuttonsare pushed and rock-
ets launched and bombs dropped,
and somewherefar away, thingsgo
boom.

Our armed forces are the most
capablein the history of the globe,
without peer inthe modern world.

But war isnot avideo game.

Inthefirst Gulf War, only 135 or
soalliedtroopsdied, many of them
in accidents. Thistime, so far, the
statisticsaresimilar.

But we forget that 150,000 to
200,000 Iragi troopslost their lives
in that battle. And we sent the sur-
vivorsback to spend another decade
with Saddam Hussein.

Such sacrifice it not to be taken
lightly.

We are not so far removed from
Vietnam to have forgotten the hor-
rorsof war. Thursday, | wastrying
totakeapictureof touristslined up
aong the Vietnam Wall, somejust
gawking, some running fingers
downthelist of names.

AIongtheSappa

shayn%@nwkan%.com)

By SteveHaynes

AWOMANKNELT Thursday at theVietnamMemorial in

Washington.

Wehad comeinbehindaplatoon
of AmVets from Eliyra, who
marched up and presented the col-
orsat Vietnam, then marched over
toKoreaand didthesame. Tourists
werechattingand pointing. Thenthe
ones | was photographing moved
on, leaving asolitary womanin her
50s, well dressed and well beyond
theraucousdaysof the’ 60s.

Shekneltonthecold, dampgran-
ite and bowed her head in prayer
beforeaname. Therewasnoway to
tell, butit seemed shehad beenthere

— Herald staff photo by Steve Haynes

many timesbefore.

| turned to ask, but shewasgone.
A brother? A husband? A lover? A
friend?

After all theseyears, sheremem-
bered.

Sheknew the cost of war.

War may benecessary. War may
bejust. War may beright.

But, on adamp and gloomy day
in Washington, you knew what
mothersand wivesand sweethearts
have alwaysknown.

War isnever cheap.

War newsfiltersintoMexico

Wewerestill acrosstheborderin
Mexico when newsreached usthat
the U.S. and coalition forces had,
indeed, begun the bombing of Iraq
with theinvasion soontofollow.

Radio contact with the ministry
group we're associated with in-
formed us to be prepared for any-
thing at the border crossing, that
trafficwasreally “weird.” Theusual
heavy local trafficleaving Juarezfor
the American side was extremely
light.

Theyouthandadult advisorstrav-
elingwith our groupweregiventhe
standard border crossing advice:
remove hatsand caps, take off sun-
glasses, no joking, one spokesper-
son per vehicle and be polite. Each
vehicle was stopped and given the
“onceover.” Butdl-in-all,itwasthe
easi est and quickest border crossing
we have ever made. All nine ve-
hiclesin our convoy cleared the
checkpointsinlessthan 30 minutes.

It was |later we learned that sus-
pectedterrorists, possibly with bio-
chemical weapons, were feared to
betryingtogainentry totheUnited
Statesthrough Mexico.

Likeeveryoneel seinthecountry,
we have been glued to one news

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts

Out-Back@webtv.net
J

sourceor another: listeningtoradio
in the car, watching television at
home, reading papers containing
world news.

Noonewantswar, least of all the
menandwomeninthearmedforces
whohavetofightit. But, for thelife
of me, | can’'t understand these so-
called peace protesters who are so
willing to forcibly resist policein
New York or Los Angeles, but
won't fight FOR their country.

There’s an e-mail circulating
about a peace rally where aflag
burning is about to take place. An
old soldier pushes hisway through
and tellsthe crowd about hisfather
whodiedfor that flagin World War
[, about hisbrother whodied at Iwo
Jimatrying to raise that flag, and
about how hewasinjuredin combat

defending theflag.

He told the crowd that he was
willing to die for what he believed
inandthat hehad only onebull et | eft
in hisold gun. He asked which one
of themwaswilling to diefor what
they believed, which onewould die
trying to burn that flag? They all
turned and walked away.

A little harsh? Perhaps.

But like that country song says,
“Y ou’ vegot tostandfor something,
oryou'll fal for anything.”

Let’sstandup for Americal

FromtheBible

Pray without ceasing.
— | Thessalonians5:17




