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Scrapbook Garden
Bring your Easter photos to our Garden...

You’ll find everything you need to create beautiful, cherised scrapbooks.
Give a Scrapbook Garden Gift Certificate for Easter this year!

West Wichita - Maple & Ridge
(Across from Lowe’s) 

Toll Free: (866) 945-6366

East Wichita - Kellogg & Rock
(North of Spangle’s)

Toll Free: (866) 618-6366

●Albums   ●Stickers ●Rubber Stamps

www.scrapbookgarden.com ● Hours: Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun 1-5, Call for evening hours

KEIM TS 1-800-255-2450 EXT. 330

�

� Drive OUR Truck and get the 
miles and get home.

Drive YOUR truck and enjoy 
one of the most competitive 
compensation packages in 
the industry.

Drive Our Truck or Yours

Expanding
Fleet

Rawlins County seeking

Director for
Emergency Medical Services

Salary Negotiable

Applications due April 18, 2003

Contact: County Clerk, 607 Main #C
Atwood, KS 67730

Call: 785-626-3351 or FAX 626-9019

Please clip out this ad and save for handy reference.

PUBLIC
NOTICE

The burning of vegetation, limbs and
other organic material will be
permitted (no rubber tires).

By Order of
City Mayor
Gary J. Walter

Please Help
Keep Oberlin

LOOKING CLEAN!

Saturday, March 15
through

Sunday, May 4
provided adequate safety

measures are taken, and being
mindful of wind conditions.

Vote
Dave Stapp
to the
USD #294
School
Board

★ Graduate of Decatur Community High School
★  Experience in Budget Work
★  Concerned About Declining Enrollment
★  3 children attending Oberlin Schools
★  Actively involved in the Community

 (serving on various boards and committees
 and involved with your sports)
★ Make Your Vote Count★

Vote April 1st for Dave Stapp
Paid for by Dave Stapp

On April 1st
Vote for Steve Smith
as Mayor of Oberlin

Paid by Steve Smith

VOTE FOR

Lower
 Utility Rates

 Lower
 Property Taxes

 A Recreation
Center

 Our Police
 Department

“Best Deal On Wheels”
Steve
Spatz

Rod Sawyer
Cell Ph. 350-1280

902 East “B” • McCook, NE
308/345-3447

1995 Contour SE Silver

4 Cyl., 5 Speed, P/W, P/L,
Keyless remote, Sunroof

Clean Car
Was $5,495 Now $4950

1995 Nissan Pathfinder Blue
XE, V-6, 4X4, Auto overdrive,

P/W, P/L, Keyless remote

Alum. Wheels
Was $6,300 Now $5950

End of Month Special

FUN
ENTERTAINMENT
INFORMATION

KANSAS’ BEST COUNTRY
(CERTIFIED AUCTION FREE)

LOOKING FOR WORK? SER’s employment and
training specialists may be able to help you find
a permanent full-time job in the field of your
choice. They can also assist with the training to
start a new career. To be eligible, you need to have
done work in any of the following anytime within
the last two years: farms, ranches, harvest fields,
greenhouses, feed yards, grain elevators, or other
agriculturally-related jobs. SER is a non-profit
organization, and our service is free. Call
785-723-4016 or toll-free 877-723-4016.
Hablamos espanol.

   Open Season
By Cynthia Haynes
chaynes@nwkansas.com

POLICE TAPE BLOCKED access to the Lincoln Memo-
rial and the Vietnam and Korean War monuments last

Wednesday. Visitors had to cool their heels in the chilly
weather waiting for the landmarks to reopen.

Whole Washington trip was close
We had a near-miss trip to Wash-

ington.
We nearly missed going at all

when a major blizzard hit Denver
last Tuesday. We ended up three
hours late taking off, but we finally
winged our way into the air — al-
most the last plane to leave Denver,
as the second worst snow storm in
memory hit the Mile High City.

Once in Denver, we nearly missed
seeing the Lincoln Memorial, nearly
visited the Pentagon, came close to
the Capitol and almost had a press
conference with Ari Fleischer, the
White House press secretary.

Youngest daughter joined us in
Washington. It was spring break at
her school, and she had no papers to
grade, no detentions to hand out. She
had never been to D.C. before and
had big plans to see as many monu-
ments, museums and famous sites as
possible.

On Wednesday, Steve had a
board meeting, so daughter and I set
out to see the sites. Her big objective
— the Lincoln Memorial. But first
we went up to the Washington
Monument, saw the Franklin D.
Roosevelt Memorial and the
Jefferson Memorial. It was cool and
breezy, and we froze as we walked
around the Tidal Basin, where the
famous cherry blossoms were al-
most ready to bloom.

We arrived at the Lincoln Memo-
rial to find that it was roped off.
Some guy in a John Deere tractor
had parked in a large pond in Con-
stitution Gardens, just east of the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial, hold-
ing police at bay. By the time we got

there, the frenzied farmer had given
up, but the memorial was still roped
off, as were the Vietnam and Korean
war memorials.

They opened the area an hour af-
ter we left, but by then we had shiv-
ered our way back to the hotel.

On Thursday, we visited the Hill,
going between Senate and House
office buildings through the tunnels
and basement corridors under the
Capitol. It was like being in the in-
testines of the government.

Rep. Jim Ryan was too fast for us,
running off to a vote. We did talk to
Rep. Jerry Moran and almost got
together with Sen. Pat Roberts, who
was called away to an interview with
Peter Jennings. We watched the in-
terview on Pat’s television and went
back into the underground to try to
catch more representatives, all of
whom we missed.

We almost got to meet Sen. Sam
Brownback, but we were late. Then
Kansas’ distinguished attorney gen-
eral, Phill Kline, strolled in and
marched right into the senator’s of-
fice while we cooled our heels with
an aide — who listened to not a word
we had to say.

Friday morning, we were to have

a tour of the Pentagon, ending at the
National Military Command Cen-
ter, the “War Room.” We got to the
monster building and in the door, but
we didn’t get a tour. We were ush-
ered into a theater, shown a video
and told that the military was only
doing about half its scheduled tours.
Ours was one of the canceled ones.

I guess they were using the War
Room.

An Army colonel came and
briefed us. He was a tired-looking
man who said everyone was work-
ing overtime because of the war. He
was a China expert, and while he
was interesting, his remarks were
“off the record.” We got more infor-
mation about the situation in Iraq
from CNN when we got back to the
hotel.

The afternoon session was a
White House press briefing. It
wasn’t at the White House and it
wasn’t much of a briefing.

Although a “high White House
official” said that he had just come
from a briefing with the Washing-
ton press corps, his remarks to the
publishers and editors from
American’s small newspapers had
to be “off the record.”

Since he talked mostly about what
he did each day — up at 5 a.m., meet
with his staff, stay with the president
for about half the day — his remarks
were not exactly classified stuff. He
did say that the president truly be-
lieved in the war. We could have fig-
ured that out ourselves.

I just sat there and wondered why
he would go from a televised press
conference with one set of reporters
and say our meeting was “off the
record.” At least he could have said
something.

I think it’s because he can’t con-
trol us. The capital press corps has
to follow the “rules” or they will find
themselves on the outside. They
seem to ask tough questions, but
they know how far they can go and
never cross the line.

Us little guys, on the other hand,
are from small towns in California,
Texas, Oregon, Louisiana and a
dozen other states.

When we left the Old Executive
Office Building, we would scatter to
all parts of the country. We could not
be controlled. We could not be pun-
ished. We were a wild and free press,
and not safe.

I hope to return to Washington
next year to visit the Capitol, and
maybe we’ll get to see the Pentagon
and have more press conferences.
Of course, after this, Steve will prob-
ably have to go by himself. I prob-
ably won’t be invited back.

After all, youngest daughter did
finally get to see the Lincoln Memo-
rial and the Vietnam and Korean war
memorials with her father, so any-
thing is possible.


