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Ex-pilot
fliestowin
mayor seat

| ncumbent, newcomer
electedto city council

Councilman Ken Shobewill take
over asmayor of Oberlin whenthe
new council isswornin, cruisingto
victory in city
elections Tues-
day by a 10-1
margin. =

Councilman |
Ray Ward and
newcomer
Patrick Pomeroy
won two open |

next four years.

Mr. Ward had said that hewould
liketo help finish the projectshe’s
worked onsince
he was ap-
pointed. He
would also like
toseethecouncil
get somemoney
inreserveincase
repairs are
needed

seatson thecity K en Shobe

P. Pomeroy Patrick

council. They
were the only candidates Jr.'
actualy intherace at the
endafterincumbent Jerry
Fidele said he was drop-
ping out last month. He
got 137 votesanyway.
Mr. Shobe, aretired Air
Force pilot who has

-

Pomeroy, a
\1 hometown boy who re-
turned to Oberlin ayear
ago as county ambulance
director, received the next
highest vote count with
347.
Mr. Pomeroy said that
hewashappy to beelected

served on the council for Ray Ward

two years, won in aland-

dide over Steve Smith, a

Baptist minister withnoexperience
inpublic office.

Mr. Shobereceived 539 votesto
Mr. Smith’s54.

Mr. Smith, who had campaigned
extensively, said that hewasdisap-
pointed in the turnout, but that he
had tried his best and did what he
could.

Mr. Shobe said that hewould be
making economic development his
No. 1 priority.

“1 know wehaveal ot of problems
and challenges with the water and
sewer projects in the next few
years,” he said. “Keeping busi-
nesses in town and keeping the
streetsup areimportant, also.

“Economic development is my
primary concern.”

Thereweretwo seatsopenonthe
council, with three names on the
ballot and awrite-in campaign.

Mr. Ward hasserved onthecoun-
cil for less than a year after being
appointed to fill avacancy created
when CouncilmanMarvinMatchett
moved out of town. Hereceived the
most voteswith 493.

When reached at his home, Mr.
Ward said hewaslooking for tothe

andwaslookingforwardto
servingthenextfour years.
Hesaid heishoping to get
some new businessesin town.

Third on the ballot was Mr.
Fidele, whowithdrew fromtherace
too late to have his name removed.
Mr. Fideletook ajob and movedto
DodgeCity.

Thefourth candidate was Royce
Leitner, pastor of the Oberlin As-
sembly of God Church. He had
started a write-in campaign after
several peoplehad approached him
and asked himto run.

Forty-five people wrote Mr.
Leitner’ snameontheballot.

After the votes were counted, he
said that he was glad the election
was over and the mind of the city
made up.

Thisisonly partly true, though,
since as soon as Mr. Shobe takes
over asmayor, hisseat onthecoun-
cil will be vacant and he will have
to nominate someonetofill it.

The turnout for the election was
lighttomoderate, withlessthan half
of eligible voters casting a ballot.
County election officer Marilyn
Hornsaidthat inthecity, about 600
outof 1,300voterscametothepolls.
For thecounty, thetotal was997 out
of 2,370 voters, shesaid.

WITH A FLICK OF THE WRI ST, Karon Scott (above) walked out of thebooth after voting Tuesday, then went back
tossed a ballot into the box at the American Legion Hall on  to the courthouseto start counting.
Tuesday afternoon. County Clerk Marilyn Horn (below)

School board gets
onenaew member
asthreere-dected

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
Challenger MonteMoore, acritic
of the last bond issue who later

right now,” hesaid. “1 guessthat is
the way people wanted to go, and
that’ stheway itis.”

joined the effort
to improve dis-
trict schools,
swept incum-
bent Dan Was-
sonoff theOber-
linSchool Board
onTuesday, 102
votes to 54 in
District 2.

Withthevotes
tallied by 9 p.m., incumbent Jean
Martin kept her at-large seat with
509 votesto Dave Stapp’s301 and
84 for write-in candidate Mike
Helm.

In 10 years on the board, Mr.
Wasson said, he had gained alot of
experiencebutwasdtill interestedin
learning. Reached Tuesday evening
at home, he had already heard the
electionresults.

“I really don’t have areaction

M. Moore

Both  men
i farminthesouth
part of the
county.  Al-
though he has
never served on
4| theschool board,

& I Mr. Mooreison

theboard’ scom-

JeanMartin @ munity facilities

advisory com-

mittee, which is drawing up plans
for apossible new bond issue.

Mr. Moore said he sees the next
fouryearsaschalengingforthedis-
trict, with the drought and the
economy causing problems both
here and nationwide. He said his
primary goal isto maintain the
district’s high standards of excel-
lence and education while keeping
the activitiesgoing.

(See SCHOOL on Page 10A)

— Herald staff photos by Cynthia Haynes
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Herndon and Atwood school districtswill combinein July

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

TheAtwoodandHerndonschool districts
will be consolidated, votersdecided Tues-
day.
The polls closed at 7 p.m. and by 8:45
p.m., al the combined votes had been tal-
lied, with 786 voting for consolidationand
119 voting against. Of 272 registered vot-
ersin the Herndon District and 1,571 in
Atwood, only 905 turned out. Under state
law, the votesweretallied together, not by
districts.

Withfewer than 100 studentsat Herndon
thisyear, theboard started tolook at itsop-
tionsin December. Herndon first met with

Cropslook good after steady drink

the Atwood School Board, then with
Oberlinand Golden Plains.

The Herndon board decided to consoli-
date with Atwood and although the board
waivered back and forth several times, the
final decision wasto go through with con-
solidationand et thevotersdecidewhat was
best for thedistrict.

Tuesday night, the voters agreed, which
means Atwood and Herndon will be one
district by the next school year.

Superintendent Kim Juenemannsaid she
was pleased to see the high turnout of vot-
ersinHerndon. Shesaidtheschool isready
tomoveontothenext step and planfor the

future. Mrs. Juenemann said shelooksfor-
ward to helping theinterim board.

Atwood Superintendent LeeTarrant said
running a school district islike running a
business. With consolidation, it’ slikeall of
the sudden, this business ends on acertain
date and anew one starts.

Aninterim board made of four members
from the Atwood School Board and three
fromtheHerndon board will try to takethe
best out of eachdistrictandmoldthatintoa
new one.

The interim board, said Mr. Tarrant,
doesn’t have any power until July 1, but
even before that, the group will haveto be

working to organizethe new district.

Theboard memberswill not only haveto
be dedicated, he said, but will haveto co-
operate with each other.

Board membersinHerndonand Atwood
wereup for election thisyear and although
they were voted on at the general election
they will only serveuntil theinterim board
takesover in July.

Part of the organization process, hesaid,
isthat everyone, includinghim, will receive
apink slipin May which will be signed by
all seven members of the new board. Any-
onewho will not bere-hired will betalked
to, but hesaid at thistime, itlookslikeall of

thedistrict’ sstaff will bere-hired.

As superintendent, he said, he doesn’t
have avote on the board, but he does have
expectations.

With the consolidation, the new district
will have the same budget as the two dis-
tricts had thisyear, he said, but priceswill
also be going up, so the district may still
need to look at the future and plan well.

Tuesday afternoon before the vote was
tallied, Mr. Tarrant said if consolidation
didn’t pass, the Atwood Board would be
looking at the next year to see what may
need to be done.

(See DISTRICTS on Page 10A)

By KIMBERLY BRANDT cropto at |east the prospect of ade-
Slow, steady moisture mixed in cent one.
with spring sunshine has brought ~ BrianOlson, multi-county exten-
wheat fieldsacrossthecounty outof ~ sionagronomist forthisarea, saidall
dormancy andintothenext stageof of the wheat he has seen has come
lifebeforeharvest, changingapoor out of dormancy and is from any-

Timetojumpforward

Thedayswill seemalittlelonger after Sunday, with
clocksjumping forward an hour for Daylight Saving
Time.

Sunday at 2 a.m., clocks need to be set forward
an hour. Y ou may want to set them forward be-
fore going to bed on Saturday night.

That meansthat it will stay light for an hour
longer each evening and will bealittledarker
thannormal whenyou gotowork inthemorn-
ing. So be careful, and watch for deer.

wherebetween two and four tofive
inchestall.

The plants are getting ready to
startjointing, hesaid, whichshould
take place in the next two weeks.
When the plantsjoint, he said, the
seed head is coming up from the
crown and the plant isturning from
avegetativeto reproductive state.

Before jointing, conditions will
determine how many wheat heads
will grow on each plant, how many
kernels each will have and how
those kernelswill befilled out.

The 1.07 inches of rain Decatur
County received last month helped
thewheat alot, he said. Fields that
werefertilized beforetherain have

redly taken off, whileothersarealso
See CROPS on Page 10A)

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Withthehelp of threeareafarmersandfour women
on the committee, agrant application hasbeenfiled
to help pay part of the cost of an €l ectronic message
boardin front of The Gateway.

There has been talk about putting asign at The
Gateway sinceit was built more than 10 years ago,
said Connie Grafel, Gateway marketing director,
who servesonthecommittee, andtherestillisnosign.

No matter what kind of advertising is done, she
said, therearetill peoplewho seecarsat The Gate-
way and ask what happened. On average, there are
27 eventsat theciviccenter monthly, ssidMs. Grafel.
If there was a sign, then people would know each

Committeeagppliesfor grant
togetsgnat TheGateway

event and then be ableto decideif they want to go.

That intersection of U.S. 36 and U.S. 83 seesalot
of traffic. Ms. Grafel said she called the KansasDe-
partment of Transportation and learned that 5,800
vehicles passthrough there every day.

Somemight stopif therewasasignsayingwhat’s
going on, shesaid.

Atarecent City Council meeting, arepresentative
from the Oberlin Artsand Humanities Commission
said they wantedto seeasigninfront of thebuilding
and the group was willing to give some money for
one. Ms. Grafel said at that point, she; Kem Bryan,

who works part-time at the Oberlin Library and
(See GATEWAY on Page 10A)
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L isted candidateschosen over write-insin general

With lots of write-ins but not too many
choicesontheballot, Decatur County vot-
ersmostly marked the names on the sheets

— when they had the chance.

In the Norcatur city election, only one
namewasontheballot, andvotersgavelet-
ter carrier, and incumbent councilman,

Michael D. Helm 61 votes.

Norcatur voters also had five write-in
names to chose from. Rod Leichliter with
50 votes and Jim Plotts with 35 won seats

with 11 write-in votes.

* School voters
choosefrom 9x

(Continued from Page 1A)

Mr. Moore, alsoreached at home
Tuesday night, saidhehad not heard
theresultsyet.

“1 am appreciative of everyone
who turned out to vote for me to-
day,” said Mr. Moore. “Hopefully,
we can do some things and work
with the community and come up
with the solutions to the problems
andthechallengesthedistrictisfac-
Ing.”

He said he is anxious to get to
work.

Mrs. Martin, thelab supervisor at
the Oberlin Medical Arts Clinic,
will sitontheboardfor another four
years.

Mrs. Martinfaced Mr. Stapp and
Jan Badsky for the seat in the pri-
mary electionand sheand Mr. Stapp
thenmovedintothegeneral election
after getting the two highest vote
totals.

Shewascalled at her home Tues-
day night, but therewasno answer.

Her opponent, Mr. Stapp, a
farmer intheNorcatur area, said he
wantedtorunfor theseattowork to
keep the schools in the county go-
ing for yearsto come.

At home Tuesday night, Mr.
Stapp had not yet heard the results.
He wished Mrs. Martin good luck
and said he appreciated all those
whovotedfor him. Hesaidhemight
try torunagain, but hedidn’t know
for sure.

Mr. Helm, arural mail carrier,
saidhedidn’ treally runafull write-
incampaign, but talkedto peoplehe
saw. For him, he said Tuesday was
just another night.

IncumbentsBarb Olsonand K urt
Vollertsen ran unopposed in their
districtsand werere-elected.

Mrs. Olsonreceived 71votesand
Mr. Vollertsen 124.

*Digrictswill join
thissummer

(Continued from Page 1A)

Mr. Tarrant said hehad heard that
if theconsolidationvotehadfailed,
anywherefrom 10to 30 studentsof
the students in Herndon would be
goingto Atwood or Oberlinschools
anyway.

With consolidation, he said, the
Herndon school may have afew
moreyears|eft.

Thememorandum of understand-
ing agreement made among the 14
members of the two boards before
theel ection saysthat thehigh school
inHerndonwould stay openfor one

year and then the kindergarten
through sixth gradeclassesfor four
years.

Mr. Tarrant said those are mini-
mum times, not maximum. It’sim-
portant toremember that theboards
can't obligate a future board, but
those members who will sit on the
interimboard signed theagreement.

One thing's for sure, he said;
thingswill becrazy fromhereonout
getting organized.

Herndon Board Member Tom
Kogl wasreached at home but said
he had no comment.

County demands
Medicarehearing

The county ambulance depart-
ment hasaskedfor aM edicarehear-
ing on 24 or 25 calls that haven't
been paid.

Ambulance Director Patrick
Pomeroy, County Attorney Steve
Hirschandthecommissionershave
been working on getting the infor-
mation ready for months.

Mr. Hirschsaidthey shouldn’tbe
shocked if the department doesn’t
hear back from Medicare for six
weeks

Now that hehasbeenthroughthe
process, said Mr. Pomeroy, when
the department gets aletter saying
Medicareisn’t going to pay, it will
be sent back right away for ahear-
ing.

Thedirector seidhehasn’thadthe
chance to work on bids for a new
ambulance, but did call the compa-
nies and at least two of them are
good for 60 days.

Rocky M ountain Company wants
himto cometotheplant and seehow
the ambulanceisbuilt.

Karen Waterman, who worked
on the ambulance committee alot,
would like to go to the factory, he
said, and the company will pay for
thetrip.

Mr. Pomeroy saidif they decided
to purchase the ambulance from
Rocky Mountainhewouldliketogo
seeit being built.

Mr. Hirsch said he didn’t think
therewasanythingwrongwith hav-
ing someone from the ambulance
department goto North Carolinato

County
round-up

Attheir meeting last Tuesday
morning, Decatur County com-
missioners:

+ Talked with Jack Metcalf
aboutthe Oberlin Speedway and
askedafew questions about the
track. Story below to right.

+ Heard the information is in
the mail for Medicare hearings so
the county may get paid for am-
bulance services. Story at left.

seethefactory.

The commissioners said it was
OK aslong astherewasno expense
tothecounty.

Mr. Pomeroy saidhehadreceived
the service’s program provider
number, which means the depart-
ment can offer continuing education
classes. The number is good until
2005 and if there are no problems,
then it will be renewed for another
twoyears.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

* Heardthat crew membersLinda
Manning, David Depperschmidt
and Jack Brown had done an out-
standing job, saving alifeonacall
last week.

Thecall washandledinaprofes-
sional manner, he said, and every-
onedid agreat job.

BETTER AG REPORTS
FARM & RANCH NETWORK

BETTER MUSIC TOO
KANSAS’ BEST COUNTRY

on the council. Other write-in candidates
were Tammy Cook, 28 votes; Carolyn
Plotts, 26; and TheresaReves, 16.

In Jennings, there were three seats open
onthecouncil andtwo namesontheballot.
Eric Green and Sarah Carter were elected
with 55 and 39 votes respectively. Stann
Hartzog received 18 write-in votesfor the
third seat and Bill Gawith came in fourth

In Dresden, Russell Rhodesneeded only

Justalittleball

=il | i

school boards.

Aden Schilligwastheonly candidatefor
an unexpired term on the Jennings School

10votestowinthemayor’ sraceunopposed.
No one had filed for the two open council
seats, which went to Jeannie Spresser with
eight votesand Ron Jacobswith seven.
OntheJenningsSchool Board Lawrence
Carter recelvedthetop number of voteswith
103, Sheila Rhodes was next with 84 and
Sarah Carter got 65to put her onthecity and

=

Lt

back in class.

ON THE LAST DAY of spring break, Ryan May shot
hoopsonthebasketball courtin City Park. Thisweek, he's
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

* Gateway may

get dectronicagn & UN

(Continued from Page 1A)
L ohoefener Grain; Peg Smith, who
works for Hirsch and Pratt; and
Karen Larson, who works at Dr.
Gary Fredrickson’s office, were
named to the sign committee.

Mrs. Bryan found a“ sustainable
agricultureresearchand education”
grant through the U.S. Department
of Agriculture Cooperative State
Research Education and Extension
Service.

In order to apply for the grant,
threefarmershad to be on the com-
mittee and then the money, if re-
ceived, will go through them, said
Ms. Grafel. Rod Bryan, Robbie
Henningsonand Dan Grafel agreed
tohelp.

Thecommitteeaskedfor $16,857
for the sign. Ms. Grafel said if the
group getsall of that, it will pay for
40 percent of theequipment, 25 per-
cent of the landscaping and amini-
mal part of thelabor. Thegroupwill

still haveto raise agood portion of
money, depending on how much
grant money they get and what bid
isaccepted.

The grant application has been
sent. Shesaidit shouldbereviewed
inJunebut thegroup doesn’ t expect
to hear anything back until August.

Ms. Grafel saidthegrouphastwo
bids now and someinformation on
athird. Both bids are for an elec-
tronicmessageboard, shesaid. One
isfor $26,774 and another is for
$37,759. Ms. Grafel said sheistill
comparing thetwo for differences.

She said the group plans to talk
with Midwest Energy and South-
western Bell for donations. Shehas
contacted Wal-Mart but the com-
pany doesn’'t have any to give this
year.

Oberlin Arts and Humanities,
Lutheran Thrive It, the Lions Club
and other organizations have al-
ready pledged money.

Kinksworked out
of Oberlin Speedway

TheOberlin City commissioners
talked with Jack Metcalf about the
Oberlin Speedway, attheir meeting
Tuesday, pointing out that the secu-
rity fence closed off a dirt mound
that was used as aloading dock.

Mr. Metcalf said the mound will
bereconfiguredaroundsoit cantill
beused.

Commissioner Pat Glenn asked
about seatinginthepits. Mr. Metcal f
said the plan is to put moveable
bleachers on the loading dock so
thosein the pits can see.

The commissioners received a
| etter from Chief Dispatcher Jeanne
Pachner, whowantedtoknow if she
can hire two part time people for
dispatchinstead of onefull time.

Part-time employees do not get
health benefits, although they can
get vacationtime.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
saidshehadbeenintotalk withhim
about benefits.

Thecommissioners decided that
it would be OK to hireto part-time
employeesfor the position.

RJ METCALF REAL ESTATE

181 S. Penn ¢ Oberlin, KS * 785-475-2111

www.metcalfrealestate.com

RJ Metcalf, Broker 475-2198

Carolyn Burtis, Associate Broker 475-3859

Value + and that is no April Fool’s joke! Ranch home
with 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, full basement, central heat,
central air, spacious eat in kitchen, 2 car garage. Listed

Many more listings on our website: www.metcalfreal estate.com
Stop by the office downtown or give usacall!

Board, and he was el ected with 89 votes.

In Oberlin, Ken Shobe beat Steve Smith
for mayor 539-54. Ray Ward received 493
votesand Patrick Pomeroy 349totakeseats
onthe City Council.

Kurt Vollertsen, District 1, and Barbara
Olson, District 3, Oberlin school board in-
cumbents running unopposed, both won
their seats. Incumbent Jean Martin, Oberlin,
beat challenger David Stapp, Norcatur, 509-
301 for the at-large position. However, in-

cumbent Dan Wasson, Selden, | ost to new-
comer Monte Moore, Oberlin, 102-54 in
District 2.

Out of 2,370 registered votersin the
county, just 997 cast ballots, a shade more
than 42 percent, said County Election Of-
ficer Marilyn Horn.

Despitethelargenumber of write-incan-
didates, thevoteswereall counted before S
p.m. and election official swereready togo
home early for achange.

* Cropsshow
good potential

(Continued from Page 1A)
growing but not at the samerate.

Thewheat wasinfair topoor con-
ditionbeforethesteady rainfell, Mr.
Olson said. Now the potential is
thereto haveadecent wheat crop. It
has enough moisture for the next
couple weeks, he said, and then
hopefully the areawill get some
morerain.

WiththeMarchrain, hesaidfarm-
ers are noticing some weeds that
have popped up.

Somefarmersthought becauseit
was so dry, there wouldn't be any
weedsinthefields, butthey arestart-
ing to show up now.

Therearesomethinspotsinsome
fields, he said. Some may be be-

cause of poor stand establishment
last fall or the poor conditions this
year, butitisdifficultto determine.
Mr. Olson said farmerswill haveto
decide whether to keep some mar-
gina standsof wheat.

Greg Lohoefener, with Lohoe-
fener Grain, said the wheat in the
area is looking pretty good. The
moisture the county got was very
timely and fell just right, he said.

Statewide, the crop looks better
than it did a month ago. Fieldsin
eastern Colorado and southwest
Nebraska are also looking very
good.

The subsoil moistureistill lim-
ited, he said, and the crops need
morerain, butitisagood start.

Seniorstohavedance

The Retired Senior Volunteer
Program (RSVP) of Colby will
sponsor the annual recognition
night withadancefrom7-9p.m.on
Wednesday, April 16, at the Ameri-

canLegionin Colby.

TheRamblin’ Andy Family Band
will play. All area seniors are in-
vited. Ticketswill beavailableat the
door.

2002 Lincoln LS -- 3.9 Litre V-8, 5-Spd.
Automatic Transmission, Remote Keyless
Entry, Memory Seats, Power Moonroof, In-Dash
6 Disc CD System, Traction Control, and much
more, Pacific Blue Metallic With Light Gray
Leather. Only 15,000 Miles.

2000 Lincoln Town Car -- Signature Series,
4.6 Litre V-8, Loaded, Light Parchment Metallic
with Matching Leather Interior. ATrue Luxury Car.

Only 17,000 Miles.

2000 Mercury Mountaineer -- All Wheel Drive,
Cloth Captains Chairs, Running Boards, CD,
Alloy Wheels, Tu-Tone Paint. Only 45,000 Miles.

2002 Mercury Sable GS -- Automatic Floor
Shift, Bucket Seats, Power Adjustable Pedals,
CD, Cast Aluminum Wheels and More. Only

9,000 Miles.

2000 Ford Focus SE -- 4 Door, Automatic, P/
W, P/L, Cruise, CD, Alloy Wheels, Bright Red.

Only 26,000 Miles.

1999 Pontiac Grand Am -- GT, 2 Door, 3400
V-6, Automatic, Power Seat, P/W, P/L, Tilt,
Cruise, CD with Equalizer, Power Moon Roof,
Rear Spoiler, Sport Wheels. A Real Looker. Only

38,000 Miles

1999 Mercury Grand Marquis LS -- Loaded,
Extra Clean. Only 25,000 miles
1999 Ford Windstar SE -- 4 Door, Quad Cloth

Captains Chairs, Power Seat, Rear A/C. Only
39,000 Miles.
1999 Ford F150 X-Cab -- 4X4, 5.4 V-8, T/tow,
Full Power. Only 38,000 Miles.

1999 Ford Contour

1999 Ford Mustang ...
2000 Olds Alero 4D ...

1999 Ford Taurus
1997 Ford Escort 4D

1996 Ford Aerostar ...

................. 30,000 Miles
................. 10,000 Miles
................. 24,000 Miles
................. 76,000 Miles
................. 73,000 Miles
................. 72,000 Miles

1995 Buick Lesabre LTD............ 79,000 Miles
1994 Buick Lesabre Cust. ......... 70,000 Miles

1994 Cad. Sed. Deville
1993 Cad. Sed. Deville
1993 Linc. Continental
1991 Mercury Sable ..

............... 78,000 Miles
............... 98,000 Miles
............... 69,000 Miles

................. 69,000 Miles

FULL SERVICE SHOP
SFULL TIME TECHNICIANS

WE SERVICE WHAT WE SELL

WALTER MOTOR CO.

P.O.BOX 472 — 124 S. SECOND ST.
NORTON, KANSAS 67654
800-479-3112 — 785-877-3112




