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FREE

Door Prizes

12TH ANNUAL

 GREAT NORTHWEST
 FARM - HOME - RECREATION

  SHOW

APRIL 5 - 10 A.M. TO 7 P.M.
APRIL 6 - NOON TO 5 P.M.

AT THE GATEWAY - OBERLIN, KS

100’Sof ideas forHOME & FARM

Booth
space still
available

For more information call:

Royce Wilson
308-368-7529

NEW LISTING!

THE HOWARD BANTA HOME, 308 N. York. This distinguished brick ranch
home in an upscale neighborhood offers 4 bedrooms and 1594 sq. ft. The clas-
sic beauty, built in 1948, offers the quality of a gone-by era. A masonry fire-
place is the focal point of the large living/dining room, which is complimented
by a built-in breakfront and generous picture windows overlooking the shady
brick street. The finished basement showcases a spacious family room with
wood-burning fireplace and knotty pine wood, and newly remodeled bedroom
and bath. Other amenities include central heat/air, main-floor laundry, double-
car garage and underground sprinklers. This home is a MUST SEE!

Johnson Realty, Inc.

Call us today about our newly listed homes!

Office — 785-475-2785
Lynn’s Mobile — 785-475-8514 — Roberta’s Mobile  785-475-7156

Jackie Votapka — 785-475-3963
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real-estate.com

Roberta Johnson, Broker – Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker
Jacqueline Votapka, Sales Associate

109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749

Call for an appointment today!

First Oberlin Rentals LLC
Affordable Family Housing

Oberlin, Kansas
Corner of North Martin and Ash

Three bedroom apartments, each with its own
 central heating and air, range/oven, refrigerator,

dishwasher, water softener and disposal.

Rents include lawn care, snow removal,
trash removal, sewer and garage.

Tenants pay gas, electricity and water.

Three bedroom apartments rent for $350/month

For more information:
Call 1-800-462-3240

Furnishings provided by

HOMETOWN
 BRAND CENTER

Located in
McCook, Nebraska

EQUAL HOUSING
 OPPORTUNITY

Contractor upset
by idea that bills
aren’t being paid

Supper
has food
and music
SERVING THE CHILI,
high school student Nakita
Graf helped the Jennings
Lions Club at a soup supper
on Saturday. The evening
started out with your choice
of potato soup or chili,
crackers, celery, carrot and
pepper sticks and pie or
cake plus coffee or tea. Af-
ter supper the crowd moved
from the high school cafete-
ria to the gym, where they
were entertained by The
Bridge Band, including
Troy Leiker on the flag gui-
tar. Proceeds from the event
will be used to send two stu-
dents to Lions State Band
Camp and Lions Interna-
tional Band Camp.

— Herald staff photos by
Cynthia Haynes

At a recent Oberlin City Council
meeting, a member reported com-
plaints that businesses were not be-
ing paid promptly by J Corp, the
company working on the city’s wa-
ter project, but the owner says bills
are being paid as fast as possible.

Councilman Stan McEvoy said
during the meeting March 13 that he
had received a complaint that the
company was behind on a bill at one
local business. He said as he under-
stood it, J Corp could charge up to a
certain amount and then had to pay
the bill.

Mr. McEvoy later said he didn’t
want to name the business.

Jeanette Pfannenstiel, owner of J
Corp, said she thought she knew
which supplier had complained, and
wondered why the councilman
would go public with the issue if he
wasn’t willing to name the source.

She said the payment process is a
little complicated because it works
through an escrow agent to protect
the suppliers, but the bills are being
paid.

Mr. McEvoy said he wanted to
make sure that businesses in Oberlin
are getting paid since the city has
been paying J Corp. When a busi-
ness says they aren’t getting paid, he
said, it concerns him. The city had
questions in the beginning about
hiring the company, he said, so he
wanted to stay on top of things.

If the councilman has the right in
a public meeting to say that a local
business wasn’t happy, said Ms.
Pfannenstiel, then he should be able
to give the name. She said she be-
lieves that the firm involved knows
how the bills are paid.

J Corp doesn’t want to cause any
problems with any businesses, she
said. The company does business in
town and wants to continue doing
that.

Some of the businesses J Corp
uses in town are paid with a check
right away, she said. For instance,

there is a subcontractor who has
been doing the boring and he is paid
directly, and to her knowledge there
haven’t been any problems.

J Corp uses an escrow service
through a bonding company to pay
some of the bills, she said. When the
city writes a check to the company,
it is sent to that service. J Corp then
sends the bills to the escrow service
to be paid.

The checks are sent back to J Corp
for approval and then sent on to the
suppliers the same day.

The second and third payments
from the city arrived at the service
at the same time, she said. The sec-
ond payment was approved at the
second meeting in the month instead
of the first, which is when it is nor-
mally done. Then the third payment
was approved at the first meeting in
February.

When the city sends out a pay-
ment, she said, it has to go to Dal-
las, where the company waits three
days to pay any bills until the check
clears.

Getting both the payments at the
same time may have delayed some
of the bills, she said, but businesses
here should have been paid by now.

J Corp spends a lot of money in
Oberlin, she said, with employees
eating at restaurants, staying in mo-
tels, buying gas and using busi-
nesses. The firm is making money,
said Ms. Pfannenstiel, but a lot of it
is being spent in Oberlin.

“We are keeping it local and giv-
ing it back to the community,” she
said. “The company wants to leave
a good impression.”

She added that she thinks the fore-
man is doing a excellent job work-
ing with people.

“We want the people in Oberlin to
have a good impression of us,” she
said, “and in the future, if anything
comes up, we want to be able to
come back and don’t want any hard
feelings.”

District proposed
to finance cemetery

The city of Oberlin has sent letters
out to six township boards about
forming a cemetery district which
could set taxes to help pay to main-
tain the city cemetery.

Councilman Jay Anderson said
Bassettville, Sappa, Logan, Liberty,
Oberlin and parts of Center town-
ships aren’t part of any cemetery
district, and the letters were sent to
those boards.

The other townships, he said,
have their own cemetery districts
with country cemeteries in them.

Dr. Anderson said he will be beat-
ing the street soon to get a petition
signed to start a cemetery district
which will include Oberlin. If 51
percent of the eligible voters sign the
petition, then a town hall meeting
will be called and a cemetery board
will be elected for the district.

That board will then meet with the
City Council and a rural/city district
would be formed. It would be run by
a joint board between the elected
board and the council. That is the
way the Jennings district already

works, said Dr. Anderson.
The board then will set a tax levy

for the district, taking some of the
burden of cemetery maintenance off
the city budget. That would mean
that taxes could be raised in the dis-
trict which includes the city and
townships that would form the dis-
trict.

Most of the people in the town-
ships that don’t have districts use the
cemetery in Oberlin already, he
said. This way, people would save
money, because it costs more to be
buried in a cemetery when you
aren’t a taxpayer of the district.

The money from the cemetery tax
would be used for maintenance and
beautification, which the board will
be responsible for.

Dr. Anderson said he would like
to see the new part of the city cem-
etery look more like the old part,
with trees and grass. He said with the
city budget being tight, the cemetery
may be a place the city might make
some cuts, and having a tax district
might prevent that.

Youths steal car and gas while fleeing police
Three youths ran away from the

Sappa Valley Youth Ranch late Sat-
urday and apparently stole a car in
Oberlin, fleeing to their hometowns
of Garden City, Wichita and To-
peka.

Oberlin Police Chief Wade Lock-
hart said two of the 16-year-old boys
had been found in the Wichita area
Sunday afternoon. The other 16-
year-old, who was from Garden
City, had not been captured as of
Monday.

The boys apparently dropped the
one youth off near Garden City, then
drove on to Wichita. The stolen Jeep
Cherokee was recovered on Sun-
day.

Staff at the ranch discovered the
three boys missing at 12:05 a.m.
Saturday. At 12:40 a.m., a call was
placed to dispatch to notify the po-
lice, and eight minutes later, Officer
Troy Haas was at the ranch to inves-
tigate.

Shortly afterward,  dispatcher
Bert Cool’s voice came over the
cable television announcing that

two black and one Hispanic youths
had walked off from the ranch and
could be in town.

Mr. Cool asked people to take
their keys out of their cars and report
any noises or dogs barking. He said
the escapees were wearing gray
sweat suits.

Chief Lockhart said before the
staff calls police, they have to make
sure the kids aren’t on the campus,
which is why it was 35 minutes be-
fore they were notified.

He said he goes to the ranch to find
out any information the staff has and
determine where the boys might be
heading, what they are wearing and
any other information.

The chief said Officer Haas found
out that some of the kids had access
to street clothes but the staff didn’t
know if they were in them. He also
learned that one had received a
phone call from a brother in the To-
peka area.

Officers from the police depart-
ment, sheriff’s office, highway pa-
trol and reserve deputies started a

long search of the town, checking
the highways five to six miles out for
any movement.

The search was continued until
4:05 a.m. Chief Lockhart said a little
after 2 a.m., the officers started to
talk about possibly someone com-
ing in to pick up the boys. There had
been no signs of the escapees any-
where, he said.

The next morning, Ray Kircher
reported his 1995 Jeep Cherokee
missing from Don Edgerton Repair,
just east of town on U.S. 36.

That vehicle had been pulled over

in Jetmore around 4:30 a.m. for
speeding and the occupants left
without paying for gas in Dodge
City at 3:15 p.m.  When the gas skip
happened, the chief said, there were
only two youths  in the car.

Since the boys are in custody of
the Juvenile Justice Authority, case
workers for each  have been con-
tacted and the boys who have been
found are back in their custody.

Chief Lockhart said counties
where the boys stole the car, the gas
and got the speeding ticket may
bring charges.


