Contractor upst
by ideathat bills
aren’t bangpaid

At arecent Oberlin City Council
meeting, a member reported com-
plaintsthat businesseswerenot be-
ing paid promptly by J Corp, the
company workingonthecity’ swa-
ter project, but the owner sayshills
arebeing paid asfast aspossible.

Councilman Stan McEvoy said
duringthemeetingMarch 13that he
had received a complaint that the
company wasbehindonabill at one
local business. Hesaid asheunder-
stoodit, JCorp could chargeuptoa
certain amount and then had to pay
thebill.

Mr. McEvoy later said hedidn’t
want to namethebusiness.

Jeanette Pfannenstiel, owner of J
Corp, said she thought she knew
whichsupplier had complained, and
wondered why the councilman
would go publicwiththeissueif he
wasn’t willing to namethe source.

Shesaid thepayment processisa
little complicated becauseit works
through an escrow agent to protect
thesuppliers, but thebillsarebeing
paid.

Mr. McEvoy said he wanted to
makesurethat businessesin Oberlin
are getting paid since the city has
been paying J Corp. When a busi-
nesssaysthey aren’t gettingpaid, he
said, it concerns him. The city had
questions in the beginning about
hiring the company, he said, so he
wanted to stay ontop of things.

If the councilman hastherightin
apublic meeting to say that alocal
business wasn't happy, said Ms.
Pfannenstiel, thenheshouldbeable
to give the name. She said she be-
lievesthat thefirminvolved knows
how thebillsarepaid.

JCorp doesn’t want to cause any
problemswith any businesses, she
sai d. Thecompany doesbusinessin
town and wants to continue doing
that.

Some of the businesses J Corp
usesin town are paid with a check
right away, she said. For instance,

there is a subcontractor who has
beendoingtheboringand heispaid
directly, andtoher knowledgethere
haven’t been any problems.

J Corp uses an escrow service
through abonding company to pay
someof thebills, shesaid. Whenthe
city writesacheck to thecompany,
itissent tothat service. JCorp then
sendsthebillstotheescrow service
tobepaid.

ThechecksaresentbacktoJCorp
for approval and then sent ontothe
suppliersthe sameday.

The second and third payments
from the city arrived at the service
at the sametime, she said. The sec-
ond payment was approved at the
second meetinginthemonthinstead
of thefirst, whichiswhenitisnor-
mally done. Thenthethird payment
wasapproved at thefirst meetingin
February.

When the city sends out a pay-
ment, she said, it hasto go to Dal-
las, where the company waitsthree
daysto pay any billsuntil thecheck
clears.

Getting both the payments at the
sametime may have delayed some
of thebills, shesaid, but businesses
hereshould havebeen paid by now.

J Corp spends alot of money in
Oberlin, she said, with employees
eating at restaurants, stayinginmo-
tels, buying gas and using busi-
nesses. Thefirmismaking money,
said Ms. Pfannenstiel, but alot of it
isbeing spent in Oberlin.

“Wearekeepingitlocal andgiv-
ing it back to the community,” she
said. “ The company wantsto leave
agood impression.”

Sheaddedthat shethinksthefore-
man isdoing aexcellent job work-
ing with people.

“Wewant thepeopleinOberlinto
have agood impression of us,” she
said, “and inthefuture, if anything
comes up, we want to be able to
comeback and don’t want any hard
feelings.”

District proposed
tofinancecemeery

Thecity of Oberlinhassent letters
out to six township boards about
forming a cemetery district which
could set taxesto help pay to main-
tainthecity cemetery.

Councilman Jay Anderson said
Bassettville, Sappa, Logan, Liberty,
Oberlin and parts of Center town-
ships aren’t part of any cemetery
district, and the letterswere sent to
those boards.

The other townships, he said,
have their own cemetery districts
with country cemeteriesin them.

Dr. Andersonsaid hewill bebest-
ing the street soon to get a petition
signed to start a cemetery district
which will include Oberlin. If 51
percent of theeligiblevoterssignthe
petition, then atown hall meeting
will becalled and acemetery board
will beelected for thedistrict.

That boardwill thenmeetwiththe
City Council andarural/city district
wouldbeformed. Itwouldberunby
ajoint board between the elected
board and the council. That is the
way the Jennings district already

works, said Dr. Anderson.

Theboard thenwill set atax levy
for the district, taking some of the
burden of cemetery maintenanceoff
the city budget. That would mean
that taxescould beraisedinthedis-
trict which includes the city and
townshipsthat would form thedis-
trict.

Most of the peoplein the town-
shipsthat don’t havedistrictsusethe
cemetery in Oberlin already, he
said. Thisway, people would save
money, becauseit costs moreto be
buried in a cemetery when you
aren’t ataxpayer of thedistrict.

Themoney fromthecemetery tax
would be used for maintenanceand
beautification, whichtheboardwill
beresponsiblefor.

Dr. Anderson said hewould like
to seethe new part of the city cem-
etery look more like the old part,
withtreesandgrass. Hesaidwiththe
city budget beingtight, thecemetery
may beaplacethecity might make
some cuts, and having atax district
might prevent that.

Wednesday, April 2, 2003 THE OBERLIN HERALD 3A

Supper
hasfood

and music

SERVING THE CHILI,
high school student Nakita
Graf helped the Jennings
LionsClubat asoup supper
on Saturday. The evening
started out with your choice
of potato soup or chili,
crackers, celery, carrot and
pepper sticks and pie or
cakepluscoffeeor tea. Af-
ter supper thecrowd moved
fromthehighschool cafete-
riato the gym, where they
were entertained by The
Bridge Band, including
Troy Leiker ontheflaggui-
tar. Proceedsfromtheevent
will beusedto sendtwostu-
dents to Lions State Band
Camp and Lions Interna-

tional Band Camp.
— Herald staff photos by
Cynthia Haynes

Youthssteal car and gaswhilefleaingpolice

Three youths ran away from the
SappaValley Y outhRanchlate Sat-
urday and apparently stoleacar in
Oberlin, fleeingtotheir hometowns
of Garden City, Wichitaand To-
peka.

OberlinPoliceChief WadeL ock-
hart saidtwo of the 16-year-old boys
had been found in the Wichitaarea
Sunday afternoon. The other 16-
year-old, who was from Garden
City, had not been captured as of
Monday.

Theboysapparently droppedthe
oneyouthoff near Garden City, then
droveontoWichita. Thestolen Jeep
Cherokee was recovered on Sun-
day.
Staff at theranch discovered the
three boys missing at 12:05 a.m.
Saturday. At 12:40 am., acall was
placed to dispatch to notify the po-
lice, and eight minuteslater, Officer
Troy Haaswasat theranchtoinves-
tigate.

Shortly afterward, dispatcher
Bert Cool’s voice came over the
cable television announcing that

two black and one Hispanic youths
had walked off from the ranch and
could beintown.

Mr. Cool asked people to take
their keysout of their carsandreport
any noisesor dogsbarking. Hesaid
the escapees were wearing gray
swest suits.

Chief Lockhart said before the
staff callspolice, they havetomake
surethekidsaren’t on the campus,
whichiswhy it was 35 minutes be-
forethey werenatified.

Hesaidhegoestotheranchtofind
outany informationthestaff hasand
determinewheretheboysmight be
heading, what they arewearingand
any other information.

Thechief said Officer Haasfound
out that someof thekidshad access
to street clothes but the staff didn’t
know if they wereinthem. Healso
learned that one had received a
phonecall fromabrotherintheTo-
pekaarea.

Officers from the police depart-
ment, sheriff’ soffice, highway pa-
trol and reserve deputies started a
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First Oberlin Rentals LLC

Affordable Family Housing
Oberlin,
Corner of North Martin and Ash

Three bedroom apartments, each with its own
central heating and air, range/oven, refrigerator,
dishwasher, water softener and disposal.

Rents include lawn care, snow removal,
trash removal, sewer and garage.

Tenants pay gas, electricity and water.

Three bedroom apartments rent for $350/month

For more information:
Call 1-800-462-3240

Kansas

NEW LISTING!

TERT N

THE HOWARD BANTA HOME, 308 N. York. Thisdistinguished brick ranch
homein an upscale neighbor hood offers 4 bedrooms and 1594 sq. ft. The clas-
sic beauty, built in 1948, offers the quality of a gone-by era. A masonry fire-
placeisthefocal point of thelarge living/dining room, which is complimented
by a built-in breakfront and generous picture windows overlooking the shady
brick street. The finished basement showcases a spacious family room with
wood-bur ning fireplace and knotty pinewood, and newly remodeled bedroom
and bath. Other amenitiesinclude central heat/air, main-floor laundry, double-
car garage and underground sprinklers. This home is a MUST SEE!

Call for an appointment today!
Call ustoday about our newly listed homes!

Office — 785-475-2785
Lynn's Mobile — 785-475-8514 — Roberta’'s Mobile 785-475-7156
Jackie Votapka — 785-475-3963
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real-estate.com

Johnson Realty, Inc..

Roberta Johnson, Broker —Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker _ .

Jacqueline Votapka, SalesAssociate
109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749

long search of the town, checking
thehighwaysfivetosix milesoutfor
any movement.

The search was continued until
4:05a.m. Chief Lockhart saidalittle
after 2 am., the officers started to
talk about possibly someone com-
ingintopick uptheboys. Therehad
been no signs of the escapees any-
where, hesaid.

The next morning, Ray Kircher
reported his 1995 Jeep Cherokee
missingfromDon Edgerton Repair,
just east of townonU.S. 36.

That vehiclehadbeenpulled over

in Jetmore around 4:30 a.m. for
speeding and the occupants | eft
without paying for gas in Dodge
City at 3:15p.m. Whenthegasskip
happened, thechief said, therewere
only twoyouths inthecar.

Since the boys are in custody of
the JuvenileJustice Authority, case
workers for each have been con-
tacted and the boyswho have been
found areback intheir custody.

Chief Lockhart said counties
wheretheboysstolethecar, thegas
and got the speeding ticket may
bring charges.

For more information call:

12TH ANNUAL

GREAT NORTHWEST

FARM - HOME - RECREATION
SHOW

APRILS - 10 AM.TO 7 P.M.
APRIL 6 - NooN 1O S P.\.
AT THE GATEWAY - OBERLIN, KS
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