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Dowereally needtosee
congant critiqueof war ?

It may be an old American tradition to sec-
ond-guess the generals, but frankly, we're

tired of it.

And, we' rewilling to bet, you are, too.

Tired of has-been officerswhoweren’tinon
“theplan” critiquing the plan.

Tired of second-rank think-tankersexplain-
ing why the plan will never work.

Tired of left-wing correspondents explain-
Ing why Americacan never win.

Tired of endlesstalking headsshaking over

acoupleof casualties.

Tired of ceasel essprattleabout whether the
offensivehasstalled or theplanhasgoneawry.
Are we supposed to be surprised that the

enemy isfighting back?

That thewar wasn'’t over in aweek?

That inwar, peopleget killed?

Thepresident told usthefirst day, thiscould
bealong and nasty encounter.

Didn’'t he?
Oh, television.

Television newsis at its best and worst in

war.

At its best in battle, when troops are mov-
ing, when bombs are flying and things are

blowing up.

Television takes usthere and shows usthe
face of war. Thereisno avoiding what’ s go-

ing on.

Andwithtoday’ stechnology, weseeit now.
We see paratrooperslive asthey jump, tank-
erson cameraracing acrossthe desert, starv-
ing Iragistearing apart food packages. Wesee

it asit happens.
Andthen again onthehour.

Between battles, televisionisat itsworst.

When nothing is happening, the anchors
havetotalk. Toanalyze. To proclaim.

And somehow — the Pentagon hasto share

the blame here — they got the idea thiswas
going to be aquick and easy war, regardless
of what the president said.

That Iragwouldfoldinamatter of days, that
the “shock and awe” of massive, targeted

bombing would scare the bejebbers out of a

stone-cold tyrant and hisbloody henchmen.
Thesepeoplearefightingfor their very lives.
What isthefuture of aRepublican Guards-

man in a free Baghdad? How long will

Saddam’ s generals get to walk the streetsin
thenew order?
Theseguyshave everythingtolose, every-

thing. They will doanythingtostopus. When
thetime comes, they will usetheir gason us.
Send terroriststo our cities. Use women and

children asshields.

Of coursethey’ regoing to fight.

That’ sasurprise only to the talking heads.
Not to the generals, not to thetroops.

It must make Saddam smile to hear them

guestion “the plan,” to doubt the generals at
every turn, to play up every little setback.

But that’ stelevision. It’ slike horseracing.

They have to have something to do in the
breaksbetween the action.

They do theonewell, and the other poorly.

Andwe'retired of it. —Seve Haynes

L et parentsbea teen’sguide

Some days, they show a little
common sensein Topeka.

It happened last week when a
Johnson County senator refused to
push aprovisionwhichwould have
madeitillegal for parentstolettheir
children sipabeer.

Theplanwaspart of apackage of
tough measuresbeing pushed by the
anti-drinkinglobby, tighteninglaws
on teen-age drinking, drivers li-
censesand partying.

Onesectionwouldhaverepealed
the law allowing parents to give
their own children (but not other
peopl€' s) grocery store, or 3.2, beer.

Thesponsor, Sen. Kay O’ Connor
of Olathe, said shehad not heard any
complaints or seen any evidence
that there was a problem with the
law.

“I think weliveinasociety where
parents should be trusted to make
that decision,” she said.

Imagine that, trusting parents to
raisetheirownchildren. Whatisthis
statecomingto?

Thedrinking naziswereproperly
incensed, though the bill still con-
tainssectionswithtougher penalties
for teen-agedrunk driversand mak-
ing it acrimeto let teensdrink at
your house.

The law only allows parents to
give beer to their kids under their
direct supervision. They can’'t give
akidasix pack and send him out on
thetown.

Andthat seemsfair to me.

If parents want to let their kids
drink abrew athome, wherethey're
safe and supervised, why not? Not
everyonewoulddoit. Not everyone
wouldthinkitwasOK. Butisn’tthat

AlongtheSappa
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By SteveHaynes

just the kind of decision families
ought to be ableto make?

| suspect most of the kidswould
rather sneak off and drink the beer
withtheir friendsthat withthefolks.
Aswithadults, it' sasocial thing.

But where would it be better for
kids to learn about drinking, at
home, under control, or at somewild
party inthewoods?

| know, it’s not good for them.
They couldget hurt. They’ renotold
enough.

Butalotof themaregoingtodoit
anyway.

Let parentshavearoleinthis.

Anyway, the sectionisgoneand
thelaw staysasit is. It'sararevic-
tory for common sense and indi-
vidua liberty.

On another front, a “compro-
mise” would allow school districts
toget out of publishingtheir admin-
istrators’ salaries for the public to
read.

Instead of payingtohavethesaa
riesin the local newspaper, they
would be required to just send the
list to the paper, which could pub-
lishit or not.

That may sound like a compro-
mise, sincethestate’ sschool boards
had wantedto do away withthelist.

Thelaw requiringschool districts

topublishtheinformation hasbeen
on the books for years, but appar-
ently all of thestate’ sschool districts
haveignoredit.

Now, instead of getting slapped
for breaking the law, it looks like
they will get out of theresponsibil-
ity.

Theinformationisapublicrecord
anyway, andany citizencangolook
the salaries up. But having the dis-
trictspublishthelist makessenseto
me. Why shouldn’tthey havetotell
peoplewhat they are paying the su-
perintendent?

And while the school boards ar-
guethat thecostisaburden, thefact
is,itwould only beafew dollarsper
district. They can affordit.

They justdon’twant youtoknow.

(From theBibI@
A\ y,

Asaroaring lion, and a
ranging bear; so is awicked
ruler over thepoor people. The
prince that wanteth under-
standingisalsoagreat oppres-
sor: but he that hateth covet-
ousnessshall prolong hisdays.
Proverbs28: 15, 16
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TheSaudiswalkaverythinline

Eachyear I’mtryingtovisitadif-
ferent country. This year it was
Saudi Arabia.

No, | didn’'tgrabajetandfly tothe
land of sand. | signed up for anem-
bassy tour during the National
Newspaper Association’s meeting
in Washington.

Lastyear, | visited Chili and was
enchanted by that long, skinny
country which stretches nearly the
length of South America and has
everything from tropical to arctic
conditions.

Thisyear, | hadmy choiceof three
embassies— Saudi Arabia, Taiwan
or Switzerland. (Actually Taiwan
doesn’'t have an embassy, because
our official diplomaticrelationsare
with mainland China. But it has a
“place” in Washington that looks
and actslikeone.)

| chose Saudi Arabia because it
seemed the most topical. Back in
Decemberwhen| madeby decision,
therewas alot of saber rattling go-
ing on. | realy didn’t expect that
therewould beawar onwhen | got
to Washington.

Onething that I've learned over
thecourseof thelast coupleof years
indealingwithdiplomaticthings—
when people invite you to their
place, they want to sell you some-
thing.

When| say sell, | meanideologi-
cally. The Chileans wanted most-
favored-nation trade status. The
Taiwanesewanted respect and dip-
lomaticrelations. ThefolksinHong
K ongwantedto show how freethey
were from the mainland govern-
ment, and the Red Chinese wanted
our money to buildtheir infrastruc-
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ture.

TheSaudiswalk athinline. They
want to assure us that they are our
friends, but still not make the guy
next door so mad at them that he
startstaking potshotsat them, al so.

We started our meeting with a
short film about Saudi Arabia, the
land of sand.

The country isamonarchy ruled
by King Fahd bin Abdulaziz. IsSlam
isthestatereligion.

Islam is to Saudi Arabia what
Catholicismisto the Vatican. The
country is founded on the religion
and the ruler takes his power from
thereligion.

Inthebimonthly newdl etter of the
embassy, theking is referred to as
“the custodian of the two holy
mosques.” It doesn’'t specifically
say wherethesemosguesarebut Il
bet at | east oneof themisinMakkah
(which I’ ve always seen written as
Mecca)

Makkah is the birthplace of the
Prophet Mohammed and the most
sacred place in the world to Mus-
lims. Thisiswhereevery year, mil-
lions of them go on pilgrimage.
Saudi Arabia takes seriously the
duties and responsibilities that go
with having such aplacewithinits

borders. Every effortismadetohelp
pilgrims. No non-Muslim is al-
lowedinthecity orinMadinah, an-
other holy city.

Saudi Arabiaisanoil-rich nation
withagricultureandtourism. Italso
contains one of the world’ slargest
anddriest sand desert—theRub Al
Khali.

Thenationsaysitisslowly work-
ingitsway towardsdemocracy, but
it still has awaysto go. Universal
health care and education are of-
fered, but according to the newsl et-
ter, the country’ s budget will have
adeficit again this year, although
becauseof higher-than-expectedoil
prices, last year's deficit was only
8.25 billion riyals ($2.2 billion).
Much of the budget goesto educa-
tion and to modernizethe country.

TheSaudi government extendsan
invitationto visitorsto comeseeits
camel races, mosques and market-
places. | wouldlovetotakethemup
onit. | couldn’t go to Makkah or
Madinahand| couldn’tdrivemyself
— women aren’'t allowed to drive
there, or tovote— butit wouldbee
great trip.

Well, maybenext year or theyear
after.

Inlike alion and out likealamb

Ah-h, Kansas. Snow, wind and
sleet one day; 75 degrees the next.
ButitlookslikeMarchisgoing“ out
likealamb.”

That’sagood thing, because we
brought lotsof bedding plantshome
from El Paso aweek ago. AndI’'m
“itching” to get themintheground.

Jim loves snapdragons, so we
have atray of variegated colors.
Then| saw thesetall, conical, ever-
green-liketreesthat | thought were
somajestic. | believethey arecalled
Italian Cypress, but we're giving
them atry. And, finally, the portu-
laca. We say “por-chew-lacka”. In
Spanish it is pronounced “ por-tu-
lacka’.

| remember my Grandma
Davisonplantingthisfirstcousinto
rose moss in my little tractor tire
gardeninthefront yard at thefarm.
| just hopethesesouthwesterntrans-
plants can survive our winters.

| dug cannabulbslastfall andit’s
timeto getthemback intheground.
Isn’t there a numerical phrase to
explain what happens to canna
bulbs? They multiply exponen-
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Taylor, 4, isour youngest grand-
child and the only one still eligible
to take part in the annual White
House Easter Egg Roll. The cut-off
age is 6, and her Aunt Halley
wrangled adlot for “Tay” to be on
the South Lawnalongwiththechil-
dren of other staff members.

Someone asked meif | didn’t
think the event might be canceled
duetothewar inlrag. Maybeadif-
ferent president would cancel it, but
| think, it’ s part of that “normalcy”
President Bushistalkingabout. It's
beenatraditionfor many years, and
we' renot goingtolet someterrorist

takeit away.

I wish | could go with Kara anc
Taylor. There are lots of placesin
our nation’s Capital | still want tc
See.

—ob—

My first speaking engagement tc
share my experiences at the White
HouseChristmasparty isscheduled
forthisThursday. | had my pictures
put onvideotapesothat | caneasily
narratewhilethevideoruns. It sure
beats trying to operate a slide tray
and projector.

Now, if I canconvincelittle Tay-
lor to work up a program about the
Easter Egg Roll, we can get our act
together and takeit on theroad.

Makean investment for theyoung
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

April 6-12 is the Week of the
Y oung Child, atime to recognize
that children’ sopportunitiesareour
responsibilities, and to recommit
ourselvesto ensuring that each and
every child experiencesthetype of
early environment — at home, at
child care, at school, andinthecom-
munity — that will promote early
learning.

Quality early childhood educa-
tion is one of the best investments
Decatur County can make for our
children’ s future. Research shows
that childrenattending high-quality
early childhood programsaremore
likely to develop the language,
premathematics and social skills
they need to succeed in schooal.

Early childhood experienceslay
the foundation for later learning.
Thenurturing and educational expe-
riences young children get in their
early years build afoundation for
their educational opportunities to
becomeeffectivecitizensinsociety,

capableworkers, andloving parents
tothe next generation.

Thetimeisnow to beachild's
champion.

As parents, take quality timeto
listen to and appreciate your chil-
dren. Read to your child every day.
Readingtogether not only increases
your child’s language and know!-
edge but also creates strong emo-
tional bonds. Keep tabs on the
amount and type of television your
child watches. Watch with your
child and talk about what you’'ve
seen. Appreciatethe power of play.
When your child is playing, sheis
learning. Play increases self-es-
teem, cooperation and problem
solving.

Early childhood professionals,
invite parentsto spend timeinyour
classrooms or your facility so they

can recapture the magic of child-
hood.

Employers, providetimefor par-
entstobewiththeir familiesintheir
child’ sschool or programs.

If we value our young children,
our families, our schools and our
community, we must make acces-
sible, affordable, high-quality early
childhood education apriority. Im-
provingearly educationfor all chil-
dren builds abetter futurefor al of
us.

Early years are learning years.

L et’ smakethem count.
Cindy Schafer, Colby
Project Director
Smart Start Northwest Kansas
Jeanne Thyfault, Colby
Director,Kansas Association of
Childcare
Resource and Referral Agency



