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Wagner Ford/Mercury
(Quality)

3x13
OH/ADV

 just $198
nwkansas.com

 Year Special for

  nwkansas.com
For a limited time, Oberlin

customers can receive 12 full months of
 internet for less than the price of eight.

That’s four months free
The nwkansas.com offers Internet and
e-mail service. We have fast modems,
superior service and unlimited active

Internet access as low as $16.50/month*

•Price based on sign-up special at The Oberlin Herald. Prices will vary
in different towns. Normal monthly rates are $24.95.

usage. Call today to get hooked up.
For more information call The
Oberlin Herald at (785-475-2206.

INCOME TAX
 SERVICES

Reasonable Prices
Electronic Filing and Direct Deposit

of Refund Available.

Hirsch & Pratt, LLP
Steven W. Hirsch / Preston A. Pratt

Attorneys-at-Law
124 South Penn, Oberlin, Kansas

785-475-2296

WANTED:

County
 Recreation

Director
 for the Decatur

County Recreation
Commission - to
run the 2003

 Ball Programs.
Minimum Age 18.
Turn in resume to
the County Clerk
by April 14th. EOE

CROP SERVICE, INC
Check us Out for all Your

Alfalfa and Wheat Topdress Needs

COMPETITIVE PRICES

LIQUID AND DRY and APPLICATION RATES

1983 200320
East Hwy. 36
Atwood, KS
785-626-9609

Proudly Serving Area Farmers for 20 Years

Internet tonight!
475-2206

Federal grant will help shelter house

Hiking trails planned for Sappa Park

Street-sealing bids top agendaUndersheriff’s return
should help staff office

Oberlin has been approved for an
$8,000 federal grant to help restore
the Sappa Park Shelter House,
thanks to the work of volunteers and
U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran.

Jack Benton, chairman of the
Sappa Park Restoration Committee,
said this is a matching grant, which
means the community has to come
up with $8,000 in cash or services.
The good news to that is the work
that was done, the supplies  and the
labor can all be included to match
the match.

Mr. Benton said he hasn’t applied
for the grant yet, but is going back
through the records from the past
year to figure out how much money

was raised. Last year, the commit-
tee worked on getting money,
equipment and crew to replace the
roof on the building. The job was
completed in the fall.

The biggest thing he needs to fig-
ure out, Mr. Benton said, is how
much each volunteer’s labor would
cost if paid hourly. By the time ev-
erything is figured, said Mr. Benton,
the committee will probably need to
raise between $2,000 and $4,000.

Mr. Benton said the committee
would like to put in restrooms and
maybe some of the money could be
used on that or improvements to the
well or septic system.

He said he started talking to Con-

gressman Moran in 2000. He took
the congressman to the shelter house
for a tour one day when he was in
town. Rep. Moran said he would
pass on the information to a few
places in Washington.

One office called back, said Mr.
Benton, and said he should contact
the Kansas Historical Society. The
other one never called. Then some-
one with Rep. Moran’s office called
and said an $8,000 matching grant
had been set up.

A press release from the congress-
man’s office says that $8,000 has
been included in the final spending
agreement for the 2003 fiscal year,
otherwise known as the federal bud-

get bill, for improvements at the
shelter house.

“Within the walls of this shelter
house is not just a place for commu-
nity meetings, but part of Decatur
County history and a part of our
state’s history,” said Rep. Moran.
“The people of the Oberlin commu-
nity have volunteered their time and
effort into preserving this piece of
history and this funding will assist
them in that endeavor.”

Mr. Benton said he hopes to have
the grant application done in the
next couple of weeks. Anyone who
wants to give money to match the
grant should contact him at 475-
3174.

The Sappa Park Restoration
Committee is to plan  hiking trails
along the creek at the park.

Chairman Jack Benton said the
idea is to put a shorter trail along the
creek bank, then put in a bridge to
cross to the other side and come back
on the other side of the stream. The
group is still working on the particu-
lars of where the trails will be.

The committee met last Tuesday
at The Gateway, and members plan

to meet soon at the park to figure
what  needs to be done.

The committee would like to put
in a longer trail that would go around
the black powder area and near the
road and then back toward the shel-
ter house.

They will meet in a couple of
weeks, he said, and go to the park to
walk the area.

If anyone wants to help with the
trails or be on the committee, they

are welcome, said Mr. Benton.
A lot of people walk at the park

already, he said, and some don’t
want to walk on the road anymore.
He said the trails would give people
an opportunity to walk in nature ar-
eas and safely away from traffic.

The committee would like to start
the trails this summer, he said, but
first they need to get at least two per-
mits, so there’s no telling how long
it will take to get started.

Mr. Benton said the group will
need to get a permit to put a bridge
over the creek, which he has been
told will cost around $500. They will
also need a permit to change the
creek bank. The committee is work-
ing with the city, Jim Abbey, who
farms the lake bottom, and the black
powder group to form the trails.

Anyone who wants to make a do-
nation for the walking trails should
contact him

The Oberlin City Council will
decide whether to ask for bids for
street sealing for this summer
when it meets at 6:30 p.m. Thurs-
day  at The Gateway.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said the council will get another
pay request from J Corp, the city
water project contractor.

Councilman Jay Anderson will
talk about the possibility of a new

cemetery district including
Oberlin and six townships which
don’t have their own cemeteries.
He will also present the “lifelong
community initiatives” which he
said addresses and solves aging
issues and educates the public
about issues as people age.

The meeting is open to the pub-
lic and will be aired on the public
cable access Channel 7.

The sheriff’s office might get
back to two officers this week with
the return of Undersheriff Randy
McHugh.

Sheriff Ken Badsky told county
commissioners on Tuesday, March
11, after a 15 minute closed session
for non-elected personnel, that the
office was back to one person.

Sheriff Badsky said he suspended
Jack Brown,  a reserve deputy, for
six months after he made inappro-
priate remarks at a basketball game
in Jennings. Mr. Brown has been
suspended since mid-March.

That left Sheriff Badsky the only

one available for duty. Undersher-
iff McHugh is tentatively supposed
to start work this week after being
on active duty with the National
Guard.

Deputy Mark Dahlsten is still out
on medical leave following knee
surgery and can’t return until the
doctor approves it.

Sheriff Badsky said since they
didn’t sell a truck topper during the
county auction, he would like to take
bids on it. Someone suggested giv-
ing a truck that didn’t sell to the road
crew for repairs, and then the county
could try to sell it again.

Authors Club sets contest
The Kansas Authors Club, which

will soon be 100 years old, will hold
its annual prose and poetry contests
to begin on April 1.

It is open to Kansas residents,
members and non-members. De-
tails on two other annual contests are
also available: the Ferguson Kansas
History Book Award and the Nelson

Poetry Book Award.
Rules and guidelines are available

from Raymond S. Nelson, 7301
Galoway, Wichita, Kan., 67212, or
rskmnels@aol.com; mailing ad-
dress is also requested.

The Kansas Authors Club
Website is www.skyways.org/orgs/
kac.


