AB THE OBERLIN HERALD

Wednesday, April 9, 2003

Soil testin

Withtherecent moisture, adlight
amount of optimism hascrept back
into themindsof farmers.

However, with the losses in-
curredfromlast year’ sfailed crops,
farmersarelooking for waysto cut
costs. Oneitem they may bethink-
ingof bypassingissoil testing. This,
however, would be a serious mis-
takefor acouple of reasons.

Soil testing is a simple way to
hel p producersmanageyiel d poten-
tial for their crops. If asoil testisnot
taken, crop yield might be cut dra-
matically due to insufficient
amounts of anutrient. Testing can
also decrease the potential for ex-
cess nutrients such as nitrogen or
phosphorusbeing | ost to leaching.

Another reason soil testingispar-
ticularly important this year isthe
cost of an input such as nitrogen.
Nitrogen prices are exceedingly
high. A few dollars spent on soil
testing may pay huge dividends by
saving farmersfrom putting on un-
necessary nutrients.

Producersstill havetimeto take
representative soil samplesof their
fieldsand get themanalyzed before
planting summer crops. They can
pull the soil cores themselves or
have an elevator or consultant do
thejob.

Following is an abbreviated list
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g can save money

ByBrian Olson

Extension Agronomist)

of tipsfor pulling arepresentative
soil ssmplefromafield:

1) Gather necessary equipment,
including asoil sampling tube, au-
ger or spade, and a clean pail, as
well as soil sample containersand
fieldinformationforms, whichmay
be obtained from your county ex-
tension office or fertilizer dealer.

2) Draw amap of the areato be
sampled on the information sheet
anddivideyour fieldsintouniform
areas. Each area should have the
samesoil texture, color, slope, and
previousfertilizationand cropping
history.

3) Takeasampleconsistingof 20
to30coresor slicesfromeacharea,
mix thoroughly in a clean con-
tainer, and then fill your soil con-
tainer from this mixture. All row
crops should be sampled to a 6- to
8-inchdepth. If availablenitrogen,
chloride, or sulphur tests are de-

Selden News

ByJacqueBoultinghouse

Birthdaysandnniversaries: April
10 - Bob Rogers, Joe and Carol
Lobato; April 11 - Gary Emigh;
April 12- Mikeand Tammy Miller;
April 15- Steve Shaw, Carl Mumm,
Gregand StephanieRitter; April 16
- Gaill Mumm.

On April 3 at Senior Citizens,
LauraBerlswon high, IreneKruse
took second, L olaCook gotlow and
Laura Berls had the most tens.
Other members present include:
Anna Albers, Royce Cook, Cath-
erine Campbell, Cecelia Ottley,
Paulie Neff, Vesta Shea, Edna
Schiltz, Dorothy Lovin, Carol
Shaw, Don Shaw and GeneRogers.

Thenext firedepartment meeting
inSeldenwill beat 7 p.m. on April
28 at thefirehouse. All fire depart-
ment personnel are welcometo at-
tendthemeetingg/traininginHoxie
on Tuesdaysevery week.

School Calendar: April 10- high
school track at Bird City; April 11-
junior hightrack at Bird City; April
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ByCarrol Ginther

13- 1 p.m., Easter Egg hunt in
Selden at the City Park; April 15 -
high school track at Oakley.

Any boysinterestedinplayingon
the Selden Pee Wee baseball team
thissummer should contact Tammy
Shaw at (785) 386-4547 or Jacque
Boultinghouse at (785) 386-4231.

sired, asubsoil sampleto 24inches
is necessary. On fields that have
been reduced-tilled or no-tilled for
several years, a split sample from
thetop 6 or 8 inches (i.e,,0to 3
inchesand 3to 6inches) isencour-
aged to assess pH and nutrient
stratification near the surface.

4) Be sure to label the soil con-
tainer plainly and record the num-
bersonthesoil container andinfor-
mation sheet.

5) Air dry samplesassoonaspos-
sible for the nitrogen test. Air dry-
ing beforeshipmentisdesirable, but
not essential for al other tests. Do
not use heat for drying.

6) Sendthesamplestoacredible
labforanalysis, suchasthesoilslab
atK-State, Ward's, Olson’s, Servi-
tech, or Crop Quest Labs.

For information on soil testing,
visit the Web site: www.oznet-
.ksu.edu/agronomy-block2. Click
onthePestand Productioniconand
view theNutrient M anagement sec-
tion, or visit your county extension
office.

Brian Olson is multi-county ex-
tension agronomist for Decatur,
Gove, Norton, Sheridan, and Trego
counties. E-mail bolson@oznet.-
ksu.eduif you haveany questionsor
would like to see a newspaper ar-
ticle on a specific crop production
topic. For moreinformation, con-
tact the county extension office,
475-8121.

Cheapradontes kitsavailable

K-State Research and Extension
in Decatur County has been
awarded a mini-grant to help 50
residents do radon testing in their
homes at a reduced rate of $2 per
kit. Our goal isto have 50 homes
tested by Aug. 31.

Unlike other environmental
health risks, radon is in homes.
Testing for it requires people to
take action rather than rely on the
government.

These do-it-yourself tests are
economical, easy to use and reli-
able. Wehopeyouwill measurera-
donlevelsinyour home.

A neighbor’s reading cannot
substitute for a reading in your
home.

Y ou will not be forced to make
changesiif your test level is high.
Y ouwill havetheinformationand
thenwill be ableto makethe deci-
sion for yourself whether you
would liketo takefurther action.

Long-termtestsgiveabetter un-
derstanding of average radon lev-
els. Short-term tests get results
quickly. Testing beginswith a
short-termtest of twotosevendays.
Thisisthe type that will be avail-
ableto you through the grant.

Test kit prices normally range
from $5 to $35, but any radon de-
tector you purchasewill comewith
instructionson how long to use.

Themost popular commercially
availabledetectorsarethecharcoal
canister and the alphatrack detec-
tor. For thetestsin Decatur County,
thecharcoal canisterswill beused.

Testing your home will not dis-
rupt your daily routine. However,
for the 12 hours before and
throughout a short-term test, keep
doorsandwindowsclosedasmuch
aspossible. Locatetest kitswhere
you spendthemost timeonthelow-
estlivablelevel of the home.

Testing your basement and first
and second floorsat the sametime
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By TrendaWatts

can helpyou relate radon levelsto
where you spend the most time.

Avoid testing in kitchens, bath-
rooms, drafts, heat and high humid-
ity. Living roomsor bedroomsare
good spots, especiallyif they arein
the basement.

After exposure, canistersand de-
tectorsshouldbesealedandimme-
diately returnedtothelabfor analy-
sisto determine the radon level to
which the device was exposed.

If your resultisover 4 piC/l, fol -
low up with either a second short-
termtest, or along-termtest. Then,
if either theaverageresult of thetwo
short-term tests or the result of a
long-term test isover 4 piC/l, you
should consider taking stepsto re-
duceradon levels.

In addition to testing radon lev-
els, consider other factors such as
smoking. Doesanyonespend espe-
cially lengthy amounts of timein
thehome, suchasaninvalid?Does

anyonesleepinthebasement?The
more “yes’ answers you have to
these questions, the sooner you
should act to reduce radon.

Radonisoneof thefew environ-
mental hazards that you can act
against. Why ignoreit?

If youwouldbeinterestedintest-
ingyour home, contact the Decatur
County extension office at (785)
475-8121 to get your reduced cost
testkit. Additional locationswill be
announcedinthenear futurein case
you are unableto get to Oberlin to
pick up your kit.

Please watch this newspaper for
further information.

TrandaWattsismulti-county ex-
tensionspecialistinfood, nutrition,
health and safety for Decatur,
Gove, Norton, Sheridan, and Trego
counties. Call her at 785-443-3663
or e-mail twatts@oznet.ksu.edu.
For moreinformation, contact the
county extension office, 475-8121.

Looking for a job with...

Benefits?
Incentives?
Flexible hours?

Relaxed working atmosphere?

SITEL.

CORPORATION

INSURANCE
DIRECT SERVICES

AR/EOE

Then give Pat or Gail a call today
at 308-345-5600.
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Congratulations to Nik Martin
and Anikka Martin, who earned |
ratings on their vocal solos at the
Regiona Music Contest. They will
performat thestatecontest on April
26. Ryan Becker istheir instructor.

Mildred Kleidosty spent the
weekend with her son, John, at
North Platte, Neb.

Ron and Rodney were Saturday
dinner guests of Monica Solko.
Tomand Tim Solkowerealsocall-
ers.

Sunday visitors of Helen Mar-
intzer were Vivian Horinek, Alan
Hartner, Wheat Ridge, Colo., and
ChrisWood.

Bob and Ann Martin traveled to
Brighton, Colo., on Tuesday to at-
tend the funeral of Mrs. Martin’s
sister-in-law, Connie Haller, wife
of Andrew Haller.

Hank andAnnMartinwereTues-
day visitors of Leona Haller at
Stratton, Neb.

A businessmeeting and birthday
party were held last Wednesday at
the senior center. Happy Birthday
was sung to Doris Marintzer.
Maxine Reuber read “ It isthe Eas-
ter Season.”

After the meeting bingo was
played. Maxine Reuber had black-
out, and Margaret Riener won the
door prize.

The next potluck dinner will be
Wednesday, April 16. Maxine
Reuber and Edie Petterawill have
kitchen duty.

Thenext meetingwill beMay 7.
Beth Rahawill be hostess.
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ByKarl Launchbaugh

~

\_ J

Gayle Bainter attended the Ro-
tary PET S Conferencein Salinaon
Friday and Saturday.

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Sines of
McCook, visited Mr. and Mrs.
GeorgeL aunchbaugh, on Friday to
wish Steve Launchbaugh a happy
birthday
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8TH GRADE SCHOLAR BOWL TEAM: Front row from left: Karli Fredrickson, Tricia Dorshorst, and
Jenny Hirsch. Second row: Emmie Pauls, Breck Simonsson, Aaron Helm and Laura Fortin. Top row: Jace
Robinson, Kurt Olson, Andy Gilliam and Nolan May.
These Scholar Bowl students went on to place: Aaron Helm, Nolan May, Karli Fredrickson, Kurt Olson,
Jace Robinson, Breck Simonson, Tricia Dorshorst and Andy Gilliam
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