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Sudentsrecavepackage, letter sfromAr my officer

The second graders at Oberlin
Elementary School received a
much-anticipated package last
week from Florida, complete with
seashells, postcardsand al etter from
an Army officer who has sort of
adopted the classes.

Asfirst graderslast year, the stu-
dents sent cardsto servicemen and
women aspart of Operation Valen-
tine. One of those notes was re-
ceived by Capt. Russell Baker, who
was serving inthe Middle East.

He decided to write the students
back and included alittle bit about
himself, his job and where he was
stationed. Thestudentsfoundanew
friend, and they have been corre-
spondingwiththecaptainever since
ashemovesfromjobtojob.

At Christmas, thesecond graders
sent him ornaments with their pic-
turesand cards.

Capt. Baker said in hisletter that
hestartedtorespondinJanuary, but
didn’t get a chance to finish until
recently.

Notonly didhesendalettertothe
two classes, but hewroteapersonal
postcard to each of the students. He
askedthem questionsand answered
questions from the last notes they
sent him.

Studentsin both classesreceived
the postcards on Wednesday after-
noon. The picturesonthemwereof
Miami, tropical birds and some or-
angutans. The students read their
notes out loud to their classmates
and then were able to take them
home.

Teacher Kathy Tacha said he
even sends a few extra postcards
withabrief message, signed by him,
toincludeany new students.

Hereistheletter:

Hi Guys!

Did you think | had forgotten
about you? Never. Never. Never.
Things are really hopping for us
right now andthereisnot muchfree
timeat al toplay orwriteor domuch
of anything except work. In fact, |
moved my family toMiami because
| could no longer get home to see
them (even occasionally). | still
don’t see them much, but at least |
know they are safe and doing well.

| think about youevery singleday
and apologize for only now being
able to be in touch. | had written
about half of the postcardsin Janu-
ary and thenthingsjust went crazy!
| hopeyou enjoy them. Miami ismy
“base” right now, eventhoughthere
are no military facilities here. It is

quiteatown.
Our command, called the U.S.
Southern Command

(SOUTHCOM), isresponsible for
fighting terrorists who have been
movinginto Latin America. Weall
travel alot and help the Central and
South American authorities track
down the bad guys before they can
travel tothe U.S. or do anything to
harmus. | am proud to say we have
had many, many successes. Weare
very lucky to havesuchastrongand
courageousPresident. Theterrorists
areusingdrugmoney topay for their
terrible operations since they can't
find money anywhere else — yet
onemoreof about 10,000 reasonsto
stay away from drugs, huh?

Right now, our team istrying to
findthree Americanswhowerekid-
napped by the terrorists. They are
hidingtheminthejunglesof Colum-
bia. The Americanswereinan air-
plane that crashed on Feb. 13. We
areright onthebad guy’ sheelsand
will catchthem oneway or another.
Everybody isworking around the
clock just like the hostages were
membersof our own family.

| will soon leave Miami for Co-
lumbia and will let you know all
about thecountry. | will replacean-
other captain who has been down
theresinceFebruary. | amspending
alot of my timeright now gettingin
shapeto go. Next Tuesday, wewill
head out for alongmarchwithall of

our combat gear onour backs, about
60 pounds— anybody want tocome
along? | am getting waaaaaay too
oldfor someof thisstuff!

Unlike most of my friends, | will
notgotoIraqright now sincel have
just returned from the Mideast.
However, on Sept. 23, | will goto
calinTexasandthen! will certainly
head back over. | would like very
much to help the Iragi people re-
build their country and thereis a
shortage of anti-terrorism officers
whocango. | havelivedinsix places
in the past 18 months, so one more
isnobig deal!

Now, let’s talk about more fun
things. | havesentyouafew Florida
seashellsfor your enjoyment. | hope

Bugnessgroup hasyear’seventsplanned

TheOberlinBusinessAllianceis
ready for the upcoming year, with
eventsplanned through the holiday
Season.

ChairwomanLaurieWassonsaid
members met recently and worked
on the calendar, which includesall
promotional activities for the alli-
ance. She said the group decided
instead of coming upwithapromo-
tionfor every fifthWednesday, they
will ask peopletoregister towin$50
inscrip money.

To win, aperson has to make a
purchase on fifth Wednesday or
they canregister towininthecham-
ber office.

ThenextfifthWednesday isApril

Conference
tobehdd
for parents

FamiliesTogether will host afree
mini-conference with the North-
west Kansas Transition Council and
Educational Service Center from
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday,
April 26, attheQuality InninColby.

This is the statewide Parent
Trainingand Information Center for
Kansasfamilies and their sonsand
daughterswith special needs.

Project STAY , abehavioral sup-
ports team comprised of members
who have diverse backgroundsin
workingwith children, hasbeenin-
vited to present information on
working collaboratively withfami-
liesand schoolsto deviseinterven-
tionsfor children with challenging
behaviors.

Important information will also
be offered on designing a plan to
move students with special needs
from school to employment and a
quality adultlife.

Parents, educators, service pro-
viders, studentsand other interested
persons are invited. There is no
chargeandlunchwill beprovided at
the Quality Inn’sPrairie Rose Res-
taurant, compliments of the North-
west Kansas Transition Council.

To pre-register by April 21, call
(785) 650-0455 or toll free (866)
775-7710.

30, and isthefirst day the alliance
will givethe money away.

Mrs. Wasson said the two big
events will be the beach party in
August, 23 and theauctionin July,
26 with merchandise from local
stores.

Thefirstalliancebeach party was
heldlast August. Thecommitteehas
started working ontheparty, which
will be sponsored by Pepsi and
KFNF Radio.

Mrs. Wassonasked peopletostart
looking at the dates of the eventsto

seeif they can volunteer to help.

In other business, thealliance:

» Talked briefly about the March
promotion, 17 percent off for St.
Patrick’ sDay. Mrs.Wassonsaidshe
felt the day was really slow, al-
though the promotion was a good
idea. Joe Stanley, owner of Stanley
Hardware, agreedthat businesswas
slow.

» Talked about putting flowers
and other plantsin the planters on
Main Street that were alike. Mrs.
Wasson said shechecked with alo-
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cal personand asupplier, but sheis
still working onthe project.

* Heard that they have 29 entries
for their basketball promotion.

From FLORIDA

HANGING ON TO THE
EDGE of her desk, Denae
Andersen (left) waited to re-
ceiveher postcard from Capt.
Russell Baker. Capt. Baker
sent all the Oberlin second
graders postcards from
Florida, some of which were
likethe oneabove.

they make you smile and think of
thissunny and beautiful state. Trade
themamongyourselvesand remem-
ber how much | care for you when
you see them sitting in your bed-
rooms.

Right now, I live fairly close to
Patrick Air ForceBase(thehomeof
the Space Shuttle) and about four
house from Disney World. Maybe
afterthewar | canvisitol’ Mickey!
| have coconuts on the treesin my
yard and there are oranges, limes,
tangerines, lemons and grapefruit
growingeverywhere. ItrainsVERY
hardherealmost every day at4 p.m.
and thelightning is very vivid and
powerful. Theraindropsare huge.

Most of thepeoplehereareL atin.
Infact, Miami isproudly known as
“The Latin Capital of the World.”
Sincel don't speak Spanish (yet), |
have more than a few challenges
here. | love the various Latin cul-
tures, which are different from one
another in many ways. | especially
enjoy themusic, beautiful colorsof

clothing and the great food.

Did you know that most of the
flowerssoldinthe U.S. comefrom
Latin America? Flowers are very
cheap here, so everyone haslots of
them in their yards and homes. It
smellsgreat. When | write again, |
will send you some candy from &
Latin country. | was going to send
you a few coconuts, but the box
would weigh too much. All in all,
Miami isapretty city, but very hot,
humid and stormy and way to
crowded for my taste.

Someof youasked about my little
dogMaggie. Sheisdoingfine. | dic
a six-mile workout yesterday anc
took her with me. She now looks at
melikel amcrazy and doesnot rush
out the door anymore — | guess
oncewasquite enough. Shedid not
even wake up to eat her supper last
night. Asyouwill remember, sheis
very short with tiny littlelegs, so |
guessshereally ran about 12 miles.
| think she preferstorideinthecar!

Some of you also asked about ¢
picture of me. | don’'t haveasingle
recent picture, but will try to have
one made and send it along next
time. Be sure and wear your sun-
glasseswhenyou seeit soyoudon't
“goblindwith ugly,” afterall, | am
just an old worn-out military guy,
not Brad Pitt!

Well, | must return to my duties.
Pleasestay intouch, asl really love
tohear fromyou. Fedl freetoask any
questionsat all and | will domy best
to get you good answers. | have
taken the photosthat you sent with
thebeautiful Christmasdecorations
and placed them in alittle book. |
actually have notes about each one
of you (kind of like Santa—except
no “naughty” list— just “nice.”)

| know some of you may bewor-
ried about thewar and arewatching
it on television. Please don't et it
bother you very much — we defi-
nitely haveitunder control. Wewill
win quickly so we can al return to
morenormal times. Enjoy your up-
coming Spring Break, and Happy
Easter!

Lovetoall of you,

Capt.B

RAWLINS COUNTY

HEALTH CENTER CLINIC

901 E. Hospital Drive ¢ Atwood, Kansas
785-626-3241

Monday-Friday
Saturday

Baskar Duval, M.D. ¢ Terrell Hadley, M.D.
Jerry Molstad, P.A.C.

First & third Tuesday afternoons:
Nadja Vawrk-Button, P.A.C.

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon

less entry.

List Price $43,632.00

0% for 60 mo. WAC or $3,000 Rebate

Clean local trade-in.

New 2003 Chevrolet Tahoe

4 door 4 wheel drive. Summit white with tan leather
bucket seats. Z-71 package, 5300 Vortec V-8, auto-
matic front and rear air conditioning and heating,
tilt wheel, cruise control, heated seats, power: seats,
windows, locks and mirrors, stereo with CD player,
3rd row seating rear audio controls, 17” aluminum

2002 Ford Taurus SE

4 Door Light safe green metallic with matching cloth
50/50 seating, 3.0 liter V-6, automatic, air condi-
tioning, tilt wheel, cruise control, power: seats, win-
dows, locks and mirrors, Stereo with CD player,
power adjusting pedals, keyless entry, 14,000 miles.

List Price $14,500.00

wheels, tubular side steps, trailer tow package, key-

keyless entry, aluminum wheels, 40,000 miles.

List Price $22,500.00

2002 Buick Park Avenue

4 door, Light Bronzemist Metallic with Neutral
leather interior, 3800 V-6, automatic, dual control
climate control, tilt wheel, cruise control, power
seats, heated seating, power windows, power locks,
and power mirrors, stereo cassette and CD player,

keyless entry, chrome wheels, 10,000 miles.

List Price $26,500.00

2001 Buick Park Avenue

4 door, Titanium Blue Metallic with Gray leather
interior, 3800 V-6, automatic, dual control climate
control, tilt wheel, cruise control, power seats, power
windows, locks and mirrors, stereo cassette and CD
player, steering wheel radio controls, heated seats,

FAW MOTOR CO. Inc.

Test Drive One Today At The Home of the “Faw” Better Deal!
520 Patterson Cambridge, NE ~ Matt Faw 697-4444 Delaine Soucie, 695-4689 day or night




