THE OBERLIN HERALD

75¢ (tax included; 54¢ delivered at home)

42 Pages, 4 Sections

Wednesday, April 23, 2003

125th Y ear, Number 17

|ncomingcdassthebiggest inyears

Oberlin kindergarten enrollment ishigh
for nextyear but still doesn’t cover thenum-

ber of seniorsgraduatingin May.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt said the en-
rollment numbers camein high, then went
down and then settled at 40 students, 24
boysand16girls. Thatincludes14 students
who will ride the bus to school and 26 in

town.

dents.

trict may gain.

Mr. Glodt said heishappy withthenum-
bers. The downside is that 44 seniorswill
graduatein May, leaving alossof four stu-

Thething is, said Mr. Glodt, thereisno
way toknow for surewhat studentsthedis-

He said he hasheard rumors about some
students from Herndon deciding to come

ten.

With the enrollment numbers, said Mr.
Glodt, that would makenext year’ skinder-
garten classthebiggestinthegradeschoal.

here, but thosehaven’t been confirmed. He
also doesn’t know yet if any familieswill
be moving out of thedistrict.

Currently, thereare 30 studentsinkinder-
gartenand 11indevelopmental kindergar-

9

ALINEOFANXIOUSYOUNGSTERS(above) broke
and headed for the candy at theannual Easter Egg Hunt at
City Park on Saturday . Beforethingsgot busy, motherslike

Littlehoppershit
thecandy-eggtral

By STEVE HAYNES

They stood, leaning forward,
stretching, hopping, jumping,
false-starting, moving back be-
hindtheline.

And then someone started
again. Jack Bentoncried, “Wait.”

Butiswastoo late.

Thestampedefor thelast Eas-
ter candy wason, and the 7- and
8-year oldsweremakingway too
much noiseto hear anything.

Or seeanything but candy.

Tyler Bruggeman was a blur,
jumping fromspot tospot, trying
tostay ahead of thepack, snatch-
ing a Robin’s Egg here and a
candy fruit slicethere.

Forward, no, | missed one,
back, to the side, bump another
kid. He hopped right out of the
cameraframe. Just ablur.

Things had actually been
pretty quiet until then at the
OberlinLionsClub’sannua Eas-
ter Egg Hunt.

The Easter Bunny was work-

ing thecrowd, handing out candy,
whichwasprovided by theMoun-
tain Slope Masonic Lodge.

Then, little kids lined up to be
judgedintheir Easter costumes. As
it happened, they wereall bunnies
thisyear. Thentheolder kidstook
their turn, and finally, the oldest
bunch, with decorated Easter bas-
kets.

Theniswastimeforwhat every-
one camefor — candy.

The Lions wisely separate the
kids into three groups, based on
age and rambunctiousness.

First came the 3- and 4-year
olds,justtoddlers. They werequiet
and intense, serious, unsmiling,
with great sense of purpose.
Moms, sisters, grandmas,
babysitters, whoever was handy,
guided them to the goodies. They
snatched up each pieceand placed
it carefully intheir baskets.

Except, of course, for theoneor
two who just opened thefirst one,

(See CANDY onPage8A)

Pat Brownand her daughter Skyler (below) talkedto other

participants and their parents.

— Herald staff photos by Steve Haynes

Wind wreakshavocwithjewery sagn

A gust of wind around 6 a.m. last
Wednesday wasjust enoughtotear
the north third of the facade off the
Ray Jewelry building.

Vicky Ray said Jack Metcalf, who
has areal estate office across the
street, heard the front come off the
building and called.

Thewood was in the street for a
good part of the day, as the wind

continued to blow and therain fell,
sincetheinsurance company hadto
take a picture of the damage. Ms.
Ray said after that was done, con-
tractor WayneGoltl pickeditupand
isgoingtosalvagewhat hecantofix
thefront. She said shewas shocked
thewholefront didn’t gof.
Therewere someguststhat were
in excess of 50 miles per hour, said

Power glitch pullsplug
on partsof town Monday

Partsof Oberlinlost power Mon-
day afternoonwhenasurgearrester
on the main transformer went out.

City Foreman Dan Castle said
that hewasn’t surewhy thearrester
gave out, but it blacked out quitea
few areasintownfor about 30 min-
utes, he said.

The city lost the 2,400-volt sec-
tion, hesaid, puttingout theel ectric-
ity in the southeast, southwest and
northwest — including the power
plant.

Mr. Castle said he wasn't sure

how long the power was off, since
the clocks at the plant quit when it
went out. However, heestimated 30
minutes.

“I"'m just glad there wasn't any-
thing wrong with thetransformer,”
hesaid.“If that had happened, we' d
be generating.”

Thepower plant hasthe capacity
to generate enough electricity for
most of the town at thistime of the
year, but usually it' scheaper to buy
power. Theplant runswhendemand
peaks most summers.

Emergency Preparedness Director
Bert Cool, and the wind was at a
solid 45 miles per hour.

The wind storm was caused by
low-pressure along southern Kan-
saswhich brought thewindsup, said
Meteorologist Jeremy Martin, with
theNational Westher Serviceoffice
in Goodland. At the service, wind
gusts were reported from various

areas. Thehighest was 71 milesper
hour in Flagler, Colo., 67 milesan
hour in Colby, 64 milesan hour in
Trenton, Neb., whereasemi-trailer
truck blew over, and 66 milesan
hour just outside of Goodland.
Although storms are normal this
time of year, said Mr. Martin, the
low pressuresystemwasextremely
(See STORMSon Page8A)

highlighted

Inside this week’s edition of
The Oberlin Herald, readerswill
find aspecia sectiononnorthwest
Kansas schoolsand how they are
facingshrinkingenrollmentanda
shrinking state budget.

Theedition, producedby al the
papersin the Nor’ west Newspa-
per group, focusesonthebenefits
and problems of small schoals,
thehistory of someof thedistricts,
transportation issues, land trans-

Rural school digtricts

fers, cooperative agreements,
consolidation and what legisla-
torsaretryingtodofor—andto
— rural schools.

Schoolsthat arecoveredinthe
issueincludeBrewster, Cheylin,
Colby, Edmond, Densmore,
Gem, Golden Plains, Goodland,
Herndon, Jennings, Lenora, Lo-
gan, Norcatur, Northern Valley,
Norton, Oberlin and St. Francis.

Thefirstgradehas27, second grade28, third
grade24, fourthgrade29, fifthgrade33and
sixth grade 37.

Mr. Glodt said the district hopes that a
classof 40 studentsisn’ taone-timedesal and
thatinsteaditisatrendfor thefuture, but he
doesn’t know if that will happen.

Just thislast year, thedistrict took ahit of
51 students, adrop of nearly 10 percent.

From the 1999-2000 school year to the
2000-2001 year, there was adrop from 32

students.

Still, thedrop last year wasthelargest in
recent years.

“Weareproud of thefact that thedistrict
hasn’t had to cut any programs,” the super-
intendent said. “Weareconvincedthat will
help usbringin morekidsof al ages.”

Moisturegives
wheat adrink

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Therain last week camejust in
timeto givethewheat crop adrink
and provide some moisture for up-
coming corn planting.

Traditionally, dryland cornplant-
ing startsthistime of year. Farmer
Gerald Olson, west of Oberlin, said
he plansto get started soon. In his
area, hesaid, they received .90 of an
inch of rain.

Therain is encouraging, Mr.
Olson said, but the areaisgoing to
need more to get agood crop. Mr.
Olsonsaidthereareareaswhichre-
celvedmorerain,includingRawlins
County, which got 2 1/2 inches.
Oberlinreceived .74 of aninch.

Mr. Olson said he will probably
start planting the first of May, al-
though somefarmersmay start ear-
lier.

Withcorn, unlikewhest, fertilizer
iseither sprayed beforehand on the
field or is put in when the seed is
drilled. Mr. Olson said he has al-
ready put fertilizer where he plans
to plant dryland corn.

Thetimely rains have helped his
wheat fields, hesaid.

“1’m pretty optimistic about my

wheat,” said Mr. Olson. “So far, |
think it looksrea niceand therain
has helped. If the area can get an-
other couple inches before harvest
time, it will beanicecrop.”

He said he thinksthe crop so far
isbetter than heharvested last sum-
mer. Thewheat hasalittleover two
months before harvest. Mr. Olson
hasbeen farming for 41 years.

InNorcatur,itrainedalittlemore,
withanywherefromaninchto1.30
inches.

JaniceO’ Hare, assi stant manager
of Norcatur Grain, said the recent
heat had started to show on the
wheat crops, but the cool er weather
andraincamejustintimeto change
that. Thecropslook excellent now,
shesaid.

Farmersaresayingthey will most
likely start planting corn thisweek.
Mrs. O’Hare said it is 50-50 on
whether farmersaregoing tofertil-
izewhenthey plant or whenthey are
finished.

Therainwill makeastart for the
corn, shesaid, but thesubsoil mois-
tureis still short. The area needs
more rain to produce a good crop,
shesaid.

Health fair offers
chanceat check up
for littleor nothing

It stimeto head to The Gateway
tofind out about healthy living dur-
ingthefifthannual Decatur County
Health Fair on Friday.

The event opens at 10 am. and
will runthroughtheafternoon, clos-
ingat 3p.m.

County Health Administrator
MarilynGamblinsaidthefair offers
alittle of everything thisyear. In
pastyears, thefair hasdrawnevery-
one from school children to senior
citizens.

Thisyear, it shouldn’tbeany dif-
ferent with the wide selection of
boothsfor peopletoobtaininforma:
tion.

Oneof thebig attractionsfor the
fair comesfrom Kearney, Neb., an
emergency helicopter that fliesin

and lands in the parking lot at The
Gateway. Thehelicopter hasflown
infor thefair thelast two years but
both times, either didn’t land or
landed and then had totakeoff right
away.
One of the big health informa-
tional itemsmany will receiveat the
fairisresultsof their blood work.

Last month, Ms. Gamblin drew
bloodfrom 157 peoplefor thetests.

Thebloodwork costs$25andin-
cludestestsfor electrolytes, kidney
and liver functions, alkaline phos-
phate, glucose, cholesteral, tri-
gylcerides, hemagram and TSH.
Men hadtheability toadd the pros-
tatic specific antigen test for an ex-
tra$20.

(SeeBLOOD on Page 8A)

High contract costs
bother school group

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
The community facilities advi-
sory committee, although quiet for
thelast few months, hasbeenwork-
ing steadily on research and plans
for building improvements in the
Oberlin School District.

Dr. Mark Olson, spokesperson
forthegroup, talkedwiththeschool
board Monday night to let them
know the group is still working.

Theoriginal planwastogotothe
community with asurvey after the
first of the year, he said, but that
didn’t happen becausethegroupgot
numbers from general contractors
and decided to challenge them.

Basically, he said, the numbers
received from D&D, the firm with
which the district has a contract,
were higher than the other contrac-
tors the group had contacted. The
numbersfor renovationtroubledthe
committee, said Dr. Olson, because
they were based on square footage
of thebuildings. Thoseestimates, he
said, included windows, plumbing,
electrical and other items, all based
onsguarefootage, fromcontractors
from outside the area. He said it
seems the local contractors don't
basethenumberson squarefootage.

Although the committee has re-
ceived somefigures, Dr. Olson did
not bringthosetotheboard meeting.

Thegroup asked for an electrical
study by D& D, whichwasdone. Dr.
Olson said they didn’t realize the
district would be charged $12,000
for that.

The group decided to challenge
the numbers provided by D& D be-
causeof thedifferences. Sincethen,
D&D has said it will step down as
general contractor on the project.
Dr. Olson said the district to get &
letter on that.

He said the committee wants tc
spend wisely to fix the schools for
years to come. He said the
committee’ s coordinators met last
week with ageneral contractor out
of McCook who put some numbers
together for themandthey areplan-
ningtohavethat contractor metwith
PBA Architects.

Dr. Olson said when and if the
board decidestomakeany improve-
ments, this contractor wouldn’t be
guaranteed the project. He said it
should be put out for general bids.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt saic
there was a 3-1 difference in some
of theprices. Hesaid hetalked with
Alan Milbrandt with PBA and he
agreedthat D& D ismorelikeacon-
tract manager and not what was
needed with the project. Mr. Glodt
saidhecalledthecontractor andtol o

(See SCHOOL on Page8A)
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CREWS FROM WAYNE GOLTL CONSTRUCTION Jewelry’sbuilding on Tuesday night and also move barriers
worked to pick up pieces of asign that was blown off Ray that hadkept trafficout of thearea. — Staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

* Stormsarenor mal in Kansasin spring

(Continued from Page 1A)
strong.

Beforethewind started, thearea
was hit with a thunderstorm last
Tuesday afternoon. Theskiesturned
gray, and winds brought up mois-
ture from the south, said Mr. Mar-
tin. The servicedidn’t receivealot
of damage reports, but did get re-

portsof nickel-sizehail and 60 mile-
an-hour winds.

Normal weather for thistime of
year in Goodlandisahigh of 63 de-
grees and alow of around 35 de-
grees. Mr. Martindidn’t have num-
bersfor Oberlin.

For the last few weeks, the area
has had wildly varying tempera-

tures. In Oberlin, thermometers
reachedintothe80sand 90sseveral

days. Mr. Martin said the heat was
causedby alargeridgeof highpres-
sureover thecentral plains.

With the hot days, there were a
few records set: April 12inYuma
and Goodland at 81 degrees, on
April 13inGoodland at 86 and Hill

City at 87, onApril 14in Goodland
at 88 for anew high, Hill City at 94,
Colby at 89, Tribune tied their
record at 88 and Burlington at 86.

Over the next couple of weeks,
said Mr. Martin, the temperatures
are supposed to stay in the normal
range and won’t warm up beyond
the upper 60s.

School boar d OK spurchaseof new textbooks

The Oberlin School Board de-
cided to order textbooks that are
scheduledto bereplacedthisyear at
their meeting Monday night, al-
though the superintendent will meet
with teachersto be surejust the es-
sentialsare ordered.

Someone suggested that the dis-
trict not order textbooksthisyear to
save money, but the consensus of
the board wasif they don’'t approve
ordering books, the district would
get behind and pay moreintheend.

The district budgets about
$40,000 each year for textbooks.

Fourth-grade Teacher Steve
Cullen brought books currently
used by the studentsto show to the
board members.

Hesal d most of thetextbooksthat
needtobeorderedarefor thejunior
high and high school. Fourth
through sixth grades could make it
with the current books for another
few years, he said. Books would
then be ordered every seven years.

AtameetinglastMonday night, the
Oberlin School Board:

+ Decided to order textbooks as
scheduled this year but asked the
superintendentto work with teachers
to get rid of any frills. Story to left.

+ Approved the re-employment of
all the teachers at the high school,
grade school and Sappa Valley
Youth Ranch. Story to come.

School countdown

+Heard areportfromthree student
council students fromthe high school
about their trip to Washington. Story
above right.

* Received a report from the com-
munity facilities advisory committee
which, although quiet for the last few
months, is still working on research
forthe building project. Story on Page
1A.

Grade schoolers aren’t as hard on
thebooksasol der students, hesaid.
Board Member Dan Wasson
asked how many changesthere are
infiveyears. Insomesubjects, there
arealot of changes, saidMr. Cullen;
in othersthere aren’t as many. For
example, English and grammar
don’'t havealot of changes, but so-
cial studiescan havealot.
Theteachersatthejunior highand

(Continued from Page 1A)
him the situation and the firm
asked to get out of the contract.
The contractor said to consider
him and the district even. Mr.
Glodt saidhebelievedthedistrict
paid thefirm $11,000.

If things go well, said Dr.
Ol son, the committee should be

* School board negotiates
with contractor on prices

doarandomsurvey of every fifth
voter. Thesurvey will besent out
andthenthecommitteemembers
will pick them up.

Board Member DewayneJack-
son said after the recommenda-
tion comesin, that at |east some
of the committee members will
stay involved in the process. It

high school said that if there are
thingsthat don’t needtobeordered,
they would like to be able to pick
them. Mr. Cullensaiditisn’t some-
thingtheteachershavetoknow right
away.

Board Member Barb Olson said
shedidn’twant everythingtopileup
and createmoreof anexpenselater.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt said
he would contact other districts to

ask about book-ordering cycles. He
recommendedthat theboardlethim
andtheprincipalssitdownandwork
outanew cyclebuthesaidhedidn’t
think that the district should take a
year off of ordering books.

Itisin the budget for the district
toorder books, hesaid, andit should
bedone. Hesaid hewouldmeet with
theteachersand makesurethereare
no frillsbeing ordered.

Interrelated Classroom Teacher
Rhonda Barth said she thinks that
special educationneedsaregoingto
betakenintoconsideration. Shesaid
she does use some of the past text-
booksfor references.

Mr. Cullen said he had talked to
teachers about getting the sample
books for the kids at Sappa Valley
Y outh Ranch.

The board decided to table actu-
ally orderingthebooks, but gavethe
go ahead for the forms to be filled
out. Theboardwill look at theorders
at the May meeting.

* Candy grabbed
by wild bunch

(Continued from Page 1A)
sat down and started eating. By the
timethey were done, though, there
wasnot anegg or adiceinsight.

Thencamethe5- and6-year olds.
They were smiling, having fun.
They needed a lot less help, and
made a lot more noise. But they
played by the rules and waited for
thesoundof “go” toraceoutintothe
grassat City Park.

Andfinally, theolder kids. Most
of themactedlikethelast thingthey
neededwasmoresugar. They hadto
walit, and they wereready.

Their starting line inched for-
ward, thenback. Oncethey wereoff,
there was no stopping them.

Andasquickly asithad begun, the

huntwasover. Thecandy wasgone.
AndtheLionswereleft to clean up
the shelter house. Therewasachill
wind, and no one was hanging out.

Herearetheresultsof thepre-hunt
contests:

Age 1-2: Zoe Ruppe, Castle
Rock, Colo., granddaughter of
Annette Miller.

Age 3-4: Kaitlyn Slinker,
Oberlin, daughter of Kevin and
TabithaSlinker.

Age5-6: AaronCresder, Oberlin,
son of Jonathanand AnnaCressler.

Age 7-9: Jordan Baxter, Smith
Center, granddaughter of Jackie
Votapka.

Eachwinner receiveda$5 A& W
gift certificate.

Student council
talksabout bigtrip

Three students from the high
school student council met withthe
Oberlin School Boardtofill themin
ontheir recent trip to Washington.

RenaUnger, Lindsay Fortin, and
Quintin Cundiff and teacher Dick
Ahlberg, sponsor of thetrip, talked
with the board.

The six students stayed with an
alumnus of the high school outside
thecapitol city. Mr. Ahlbergsaidthe
trip gives the students a chance to
learn not only about the nation’s
capitol but more about history.
There is both educational and cul-
tural value, hesaid.

Thestudentswent over activities,
including the monuments, muse-
ums, the Pentagon and other sites
they were ableto see.

Student council pays for half of

thetripand studentspay for theother
half.

In other business, the board:

* Approved having Board Mem-
bersBarb Ol sonand Dewayne Jack-
son hand out diplomasthisyear.

« Talked about the Kansas Asso-
ciation of School Boards regional
meetingonMonday inOakley. Mrs.
Olson and Board Member Delayne
May said they would be ableto at-
tend.

* Heard that the principals,
superintendent’ s advisory council
and superintendent aretryingto pri-
oritize cost-saving ideasthe princi-
palsand other staff came up with.

» Heard areminder that the em-
ployee recognition dinner is at 7
p.m. tonight at The Gateway.

School tohost disaster
tohdpemergency crews

Emergency crews are preparing
for amock crisisdrill at 1:30 p.m.
Monday at Decatur Community
High Schoal.

Thedrill will start with anexplo-
sioninthe chemistry lab, where 18
students and a teacher will bein-
jured. There will be students with
sulfuric acid spilled on them and
otherswho have glass cutsor other
emergencies.

Althoughthegroupsworkingto-
gether tomakethedrill happenwant
it to be aslifelike as possible, they
alsowant parentsand peopleintown
to know the students are OK, said
Superintendent Kelly Glodt, whois

serving as the public information
officer for the exercise.
Everythinginthedrill will runas
realistically aspossible, withthecall
being made over the police radio.
Students will be loaded into the
ambulance and some will be a part
of adecontamination component.
The project started with Dianne
Bremer of theDecatur County Farm
Bureauandgrew. Agenciesthat will
be involved include the sheriff’ s
office, police department, ambu-
lance service, hospital, fire depart-
ments from Oberlin and Jennings,
theKansasHighway Patrol and staff
and studentsfrom both schools.

* Blood wor k offered at fair for small fee

(Continued from Page 1A)

Jonna lnman, nurse practitioner
from the Oberlin Clinic, will be at
thefair to go over theresults.

There will also be bone density
scans for $20, which tests for os-
teoporosis.

Boothsat thefair include:

e Oral cancer screening by
Tammy Vavroch fromadental of-

* BruceWinder with Herbal Life
Nutrition.

 Decatur County Health Sys-
tems, Cottonwood Home Careand
Cedar Living Center.

* Decatur County Stand Against
Violence.

 Relay for Life.

* High Plains Mental Health of
Norton.

« Weight Watchers of Oberlin.

* The YMCA from McCook.

« LifetimeEye Care.

* Northwest L ocal Environmen-
tal Protection Group out of Colby.

 ApriaHealth Careout of North
Platte.

» Good Samaritan Health Sys-
temsfrom Kearney.

 Decatur County Farm Bureau

A nutrition booth with Lisg
V otapkaand Jennifer Juenemann.

« Decatur County Good Samari-
tan Center.

 Decatur County Fire Depart-
ment.

The Oberlin Lions Club will be
selling food over the lunch hour tc
raisemoney to help studentsgoing
to state band camp thisyear.

COUNTRY STATION OF THE YEAR For 2003

AMERICA’S BEST COUNTRY
RADIO STATION

Further,

Dated this

NOW, THEREFORE, |, Gary J. Walter, Mayor of the City of Oberlin, do hereby proclaim April 25, 2003 as

Arbor Day

in the City of Oberlin, and urge all citizens to celebrate Arbor Day and to support efforts to protect
our trees and woodlands, and
| urge al citizens to plant trees to gladden the heart and promote the well-being of this and future
generations.

3rd day of April, 2003 Mayor, Gary J. Walter
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mendation some time this sum- - work throughthebondissueelec- | 4 center of McCook. from Norton. tension and the Decatur County someof which aperson may forget
mer. tionandonplanning after abond «PamMay withparentsasteach-  +Decatur County DrugandAlco- Extension Office. to ask while at the doctor’ s office.
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Say Thanks in a
Special Way'! Whereas, In 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of Agriculture that a special day be set
FLOWERS - BALLOONS as_ldefo_r the planting of trees and _ _ _ N _
[ GiFr CERTIFICATES [] Whereas, this holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of more than amillion treesin
CANDLES _ Nebraska, and Arbor Day is now observed throughout the nation and the world, and
Whereas, trees reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, cut heating and cooling costs,
Celebrate thezr Special Day moderate the temperature, clean the air, produce oxygen and provide habitat for wildlife, and
9 April 23rd Whereas, trees are a renewabl e resource giving us paper, wood for our homes, fuel for our fires and countless
prﬂl” (s - [
peta I other wood products, and
Pr al r I e Peta S Whereas, treesin our city increase property values, enhance the economic vitality of business areas, and
Toll Free Number 1-866-901-3241 beaut|fy our Community, and
Whereas, trees, wherever they are planted, are a source of joy and spiritual renewal, and
Whereas, Oberlin has been recognized a Tree City USA by The National Arbor Day Foundation and desires
COYOTE COUNTRY | SOV T to continue its tree-planting practices
was chosen E:L:Jm.ﬂ_




