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Eventsof Yesteryear
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ByJody Betts )

100 YEARSAGO — April 1903

This has been one of the worst
weeksever knowninwesternKan-
sas. Sunday and Monday aterrific
gale blew from the southwest and
Tuesday at noon thewind changed
to the northeast and it rained until
about midnight; then the rain
changed to snow and it blowed for
24 hours. The oldest inhabitants
have never seenit equaled.

Jennings Items: On account of
the blizzard on April 29th, the
Lucernemail didnot returnuntil the
30th.

Lyleltems: Most Y arnall sayshe
had 50 acresof cornlisted beforethe
blizzard.

The late freeze is estimated to
have caused ten million dollars
damageto the farmers of Texasas
it frozetheir cotton plants.

Thesocial that wasto have been
held at the home of Dan Caster of
Olivenext Friday evening hasbeen
postponed because of the high wa-
ter..

In aletter from Ray Coldren he
tells of making atrip with the
Washburn College baseball team
through Missouri, lowa and Ne-
braska.

Norcatur Items: John Brookshas
moved his blacksmith shop out to
hisfarm.

Frank Bundy sold his Custer
Township farm to James Petracek
of Jenningsfor $3000—too cheap.
75YEARSAGO — April 1928

L eeMeadowshassoldthe Ober-
linTimestoErnest R. Woodward of
Topekawhoarrivedin Oberlin Sat-
urday andtook chargeof the Times
officeon Monday. Mr. Woodward
isaman of pleasant appearanceand
engaging personality, is married
and hastwo children. Wewish him
prosperity in hiswork in Oberlin.

The month of April set a new
record for lack of rainfall, only .11
of an inch being recorded. Here's
hoping that May will make up the
deficiency caused by April.

Thisis Music Festival week at
Haysand sincemost of the contes-
tants at Decatur Community High
School started yesterday for Hays
it naturally brought arain with .68
by thismorning and it is still com-
ing down.

Following the marriage cer-
emony uniting Mr. George W.

Bloomgren and Miss Mary Hay-
ward Sunday morning at the resi-
denceof Rev.Wm. C. Heiskell, the
coupleand thewedding party were
entertained at awedding breakfast
at Mrs. McCall’shome. The bride
isthe daughter of Mr. and Mrs. T.
L.Hayward of OliveTownshipand
is a graduate of Decatur Commu-
nity High School, anaccomplished
typistand avery pretty younglady.
Thebridegroomisemployedasthe
B. &. M. station agent at Kanona
and has worked in that capacity at
Atwood.

Marriages: April 23, 1928: Mr.
Oran Harger, 20, Danbury, and
Miss Elsie Bolin, 21, of Oberlin,
were granted a license by Probate
Judge Kulp and married by Rev.
Stephen J. Epler at the Norton
Christian Church.
50YEARSAGO — April 1953

The Herald regrets to announce
that thereisnohospital newsinthis
issue, nor will therebeinthefuture.
An ultimatum was delivered tothe
editor by Mrs. Kuttner, superinten-
dent of the Decatur County Hospi-
tal last week, with the explanation
that the listing of the names of the
patients in the paper sometimes
“upsets’ the patient. Asthe hospi-
tal isaprivately operated institu-
tion, theHeraldwill havenomeans
of securing information for a hos-
pital news column under existing
conditions.

Wordwasreceived by local rela-
tives of the death of Lt. George
Wilbur Nelson, 24,inGermany. He
had served with the Air Corpsin
Koreafor sometime, later wasback
inthe U.S. and then stationed in
Germany. Mr.andMrs. Nelsonand
family madetheir homenear Dres-
den until moving to Parsonsin re-
centyears.

Itiswithregret that the peopleof
thecommunity learn of theclosing
of the Oberlin Dairy and the Snack
Bar duetothecontinuingillnessof
John Peters.

Jennings: Mr. EImer B. Vecera
hasbeen hired assuperintendent of
the Jennings schools for the next
year. He replaces Supt. George
Colewhoresigned earlier thisyear.

Mr.andMrs. Art Dowlingmoved
into their new home south of town
last week and havesoldtheir home
to Mr. and Mrs. Herman Wenger.

The Wengers' son, Lawrence and
family, will live on the Wenger
farm.

Dick Leakewascertainly rushing
the season when seen onthestreets
April 28 wearing astraw hat.

Mr.andMrs. Lester Mortonwere
pleasantly surprised April 21 when
several neighborsarrived to honor
them on their 25th anniversary.

25YEARSAGO — April 1978

The 17th Judicial District will
have afull-timejudge as of June 1
when CharlesWorden of Berryton
will assume the duties of his ap-
pointment by Gov. Robert Bennett
thisweek. Worden graduated from
NortonHigh School in1965and did
his undergraduate work at Fort
Hays and received his law degree
fromWashburnin1971andispres-
ently engagedin civil and criminal
practice. Hiswifeisasecond grade
teacher inthe Topekaareaandthey
haveason, Robert, age9.

Two Oberlin residents, L. F.
Cushenbery and businessman
SteveAtenfiled apetitionin Deca-
tur County magistrate court Wed-
nesday askingthecourttoenjointhe
local cable TV systemof KAY Sin

Hays from collecting rental fees
until CBS network programming
has been properly restored. The
quality of CBS programming re-
ceived here hasbeen limited since
thecollapseof theK L OE broadcast
tower at Goodland last winter due
toicebuild-up.

Decatur Community High
School student council officersfor
the coming year are: Jon Dunn,
president; Rex Olson, vice presi-
dent; Amy Anderson, secretary and
Patti Bryant, treasurer.

A ceremony the afternoon of
April 9 at Messiah Lutheran
ChurchinHaysunitedinmarriage
Jeanie Casey and Elwood May.
Parents of the couple are Mr. and
Mrs. Sam Casey of Chaseand Mr.
and Mrs. Elbert May of Oberlin.

New Arrival: Mr.andMrs. Griff
Lincoln, son, TravisGriffin,. April
25at St. Anthony’ sHospital, Hays.

JuanitaNeff, whoisafreshman
at Dodge City Community Col-
lege, hasqualifiedinthe400 meter,
800 meter, mile relay and sprint
medley relay inthenational junior
collegemeet tobeheld May 19-20
on the Champaign campus of the
University of Illinois.

Let’'sGototheM useum

By Sharleen Wurm, co-director

The museum board and staff
would like to thank everyone who
brought items in for the rummage
andfood sale. Wehad agood week-
end and appreciate al of you who
came and supported this activity.
AlsoabigthankyoutoKFNF101.1
for sponsoring thisevent.

A number of visitorshavebeenin
this week from the states of Ari-
zona, Colorado, Nevada, Missouri,
Nebraska, and Texas. M ost of them
cameback throughtheofficetotell
us how much they enjoyed the mu-
seumandwhat agreat onewehave.

In doing research this week |
found avery interesting articlein
TheOberlinHerald, dated Jan. 16,
1882, inthesection Rappingsfrom
the Beaver:

“The Mountain Slope Cemetery
association met on the 6th and
elected anew set of officersfor the

Rexford News

ByZulaHorinek

Pioneer Day will beheld Sunday
at the Rexford Community Hall. A
potluck dinner will beheld at noon
and everyone is welcome. Bever-
ageswill befurnished.

Rexford PRIDE will be holding
their Farmers/FleaMarketsduring
themonthsof May through Septem-
ber, on the first Saturday of each
month. Thefirstmarketwill beheld
from 8 am. to 2 p.m. on Saturday.
A lunch stand will be provided by
various community organizations.
For details, contact Evelyn Johnson
at (785) 687-3925.

The pinochle tournament was a
successwith seventables. Thewin-
ners were: first, Dick Sanford and
Junior Albers; second, Mike and
TamieMiller; andthird, Deb Step-
per and Darlene Robben. Thiswas
thefinal tournament until fall.

Rexford Bridge Club met with
JoAnnV aughn. GuestswereHelen
Karls and Fritz Ostemeyer. The
next meeting will bewith Berneda
ZoberstinMay. Prizeswerewonby
Joy Davis, Helen Karls, and Mar-
guerite Edmundson.

Cleda Moeder was a guest of
Donnie and Ruth Hughes and they
took her out to lunch.

Deb Stepper spent Easter Sunday
with Bert Diblein Colby. They ate
dinner with Elaine Preston and Flo-
renceGilcrist.

Guestsfor dinner on Easter Sun-
day at the home of Grace Cheney
were Gary and Kay Cheney, Matt
Lyn and Amanda Cheney and
DuaneCheney, Rexford; andKathy
Hertel, Bird City. Scott, Matt’'s
friend of Colby, camein the after-
noonandthey all watched Amanda
hunt Easter eggs.

Tim, Shelly, Taylor and Peyton
were Easter Sunday dinner guests
of CledaMoeder. Tim helped with
several miscellaneousjobsaround
thehouse and yard.

TheRexford Community Church
pastor, Gary Taylor, has taken a
positionin Oregon and moved last
week. Until anew pastor isfound,
Mike Meserve and Lane Purcell
will speak on alternate Sundays.

Royal Neighbors met Thursday
at the Community Hall with Zula
Horinek ashostess.

TheRed Barn Gang Band had to
cancel going to the Prairie Living
Center in Colby due to illness of
some of the band members. An-
other appointment will be made.

Socia Hour Clubmet attheBarn
on Wednesday with six members
present. Thehostessprizewaswon
by Grace Cheney.

Visitors last weekend of the
Horinek family were Patty Ann
Casey, Wichita; Gary Delzeit,
Colby; andLarry Horinek and Sum-
mer.

Wewerehappy toget therain but
thewind wasstrong. Maybeit beat
the rain into the ground. Anyway,
weall appreciated the moisture.

Sunday evening CledaMoeder’s
family, Shelly, Taylor and Peyton
Moeder, visited. On Monday Tim,
Taylor and Peyton were there.
Wednesday morning Darlene and
Collette Moeder returned home to
Houston, Texas. Darlenespent sev-
eral dayswith Cleda.

Peg Greenwood wasin Rexford
after attending aveterans’ conven-
tion in Hays. Peg stayed with Deb
Stepper.

After 5 Club met at the
Shepherd’ s Staff with 71 present.
The speaker wasfrom Canon City,
Colo. TheFour SeasonsL andscap-
inghad agardenonstageand Doug
Ketchum gave the presentation
with some helpful hints.

Midway News

By MaryLou Olson

Confirmationwill beheldduring
the 11 am. services on Sunday at
theHerndon Covenant Churchwith
Pastor K eith Reuther officiating.

Confirmandsinclude: HanaWith-
ington, daughter of Daleand Debbie
Withington; Ryan Bergling, son of
Mark and Gail Bergling; Josiah
Jones, son of Gregand Gwen Jones;
and Kurt Olson, son of Mark and
Barbara Olson. A potluck dinner
will follow with dessert furnished.

The Noren families were Easter
guestsof Larry and Judy Thelander
of Salina.

Sally Olson visited from Friday
to Monday with her daughters,
Annetteand Bob Frenzl and girlsof
Salina; AvaPerkinsof Wichita, and
Debbieand Larry Marks and fam-
ily of Mulvane.

Pastor Keith Reuther, Kyle and

Cindi Grafel, and Chrisand Sherri
Schmidt attended the Midwest
Conferenceof theEvangelical Cov-
enant ChurchinLincoln, Neb., last
week.

Detta Anderson and Mary Lou
Olson took Joy Votapka out for
lunchonFriday attheLandMarkin

honor of her 70th birthday.

Frank and Margaret McEvoy
were Easter supper guestsof Brian
and Dawn Beckman and Ethan at
Grinnell.

HattieOlsonwashospitalizedon
Thursday at Decatur County Hos-
pital with pneumonia.

Charlie & Darcy

Mornings

Sam-10 am
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nextyear —CharlesWeirick, Presi-
dent; Wm.W. McKay, Secretary;
S.R. Gregory, Treasurer; Henry
Rathbun, Wm.J.Rice,L.W. Taylor,
Wm.H. Hubbel, B.W. McCartney,
JW. Royce, Trustees. Mrs. Rachel
Laird has donated three acres of
beautiful landfor thiscemetery, and
officers will soon lay it out into
lots.”

| believe thisto be the cemetery
thatwenow call North Traer. If you
have any information to confirm
thisor if you havefurther informa-
tionabout thiscemetery in Decatur
County, please call me at the mu-
seum, (785) 475-2712.

A great plan for 2003: Let's Go
to the Museum.

Good Samaritan Center

Pi AlphaClub shared devotional
time Monday morning. Members
attending were Joyce Ploussard,
Estella Waldo, Rosella Meitl and
Janette V otapka.

Little Sam’s children colored
Easter eggswith BonnieWeskamp,
Ruby McKenna, Ella Peterson,
Lorna Bishop, Marilyn St. Clair,
Helen Styles and Mamie Unger.
Ruby Shuler, LornaBishop, Kath-
ryn Post, Bonnie Weskamp and
Veda Pingetzer took walks with
staff as part of the summer “Walk
for Health” program.

Mrs. Pavlicek’ sfirst-gradeclass
came Tuesday toread to residents.
TheMen's Gathering in the court-
yardincludedacold sodaby Harold
Demmer, Fred Helmkamp and Art
Nelson. The Reminisce Corner
topicwasspringtimestories, shared
by Vergie Nygren, Ruth Laidig,
Ruby Shuler, Marilyn St. Clair,
Ivah Alexander and DenaGillespie.

Mert McEvoy shared Biblestudy
on Wednesday with residents. A
new volunteer, Kay Marcuson,
helped Dorothy Alstrom give nail
careintheafternoon.

The April birthday celebration
honoredHazel Flaska, ElvaShaugh-
nessy, lvah Alexander, and Pearl
VanSickler, hosted by the Zeta Nu
Club. Club members hel ping were
Marian Fraker, Mary Waldo, June
Saum, L oisFredrickson, Charlotte
Meints, Opal Bryan, Florence
Vavroch, and Marie Zimmerman.
The Oberlin Elementary third and
fourth-graders provided entertain-
ment, directed by Jim Buchholz.

Volunteer EllenHornassisted with
serving. Bingo concluded the
evening, with volunteers Colleen
Geihsler and MarilynHorn.

Volunteer Stuart Euhus led
Thursday morning devotions. At
Craft Time, LeoMooty, Ivah Alex-
ander, Helen Styles and Agnes
Chambers made handprint butter-
flies. Hangmanwasplayed by Ivah
Alexander, Dena Gillespie, Helen
Styles, Vergie Nygren, Ella Peter-
son, Bonnie Weskamp and Clarice
Leake.

Friday’s devotions were led by
Bill Duncan. “The Star Packer”
movie was enjoyed by Ruby Mc-
Kenna, Helen Styles, Garrah
Gaumer, lvah Alexander, Marilyn
St. Clair, KathrynPost, LeoMaoty,
Elsie Macy, Ella Peterson, Vergie
Nygren, Eryline Nichols, Agnes
Chambers, Bonnie Weskamp anc
VedaPingetzer.

Dennis Brown led devotions on
Saturday, and Don Stapp servec
Social Hour.

The Oberlin United Methodist
Church led Sunday’ s worship ser-
vice. Shirley Nicholsserved Social
Hour.

Recent guests: EunicePetracek
-Whitney, GregandKyleVanover;
Ruby M cK enna- Donnaand Anite
Chambers, Earl and Pat Hartzog, Ec
andGloriaMcKenna; DenaGilles-
pie - Earl and Pat Hartzog, June
Vavroch; ElfieBrown - Floyd and
Marylu Brown; ErmaHolt - John
Metcalf; Hattie Olson - Bob and
Sally Olson. Alsovisitingwas Jim
Kappers, LasVegas, Nev.
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Selden News

By JacqueBouItinghouse)

On April 24 at Senior Citizens,
Irene Kruse won high, Dorothy
Lovin took second, Anna Albers
got low and L eone Porsch had the
most jacks. Other memberspresent
included: Betty James, Royce
Cook, Lola Cook, Vesta Sheaand
PaulieNeff. OnMay 1, the Seniors
will be having apot luck dinner.

Helen Karls was a guest for
bridge on Wednesday, April 23, at
the home of JoAnn Vaughn in
Colby.

Birthdays and anniversaries:
May 1- Ron Shaw, Kentand Tenna

Ashley; May 2 - Rudy Lechten-
berger, Cody Shaw; May 3- Lance
Stoll, Harold and Eileen Murphy,
April Hunziker, Nicole Moore;
May 4 - Tim and M onicaSvoboda,
Shane Boultinghouse; May 5 - Joe
L obato; May 7- Debi Shuler, Gwen
Schultz.
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