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Dreamscan cometrue
whenweall wor k together

Thingsthat goright:

The new Oberlin Speedway isup and run-
ning, drawingracefans, driversand crewsfor
six datesinitsfirst year.

Thetrack isagreat exampleof what happens
when people get together to get something
done for acommunity. It shows that great
things can be done without the government
spending alot of money.

It began morethantwoyearsago—adream
for Mick and Rhonda Barth of Oberlin, who
wanted to see racing resume at the Decatur
County Fairground. TheBarthswantedtore-
vivetheolddirttrack at thegrandstand, though
neither isaracer. They raised money and re-
cruited volunteers, got plansfor thetrack ap-
proved and started construction.

Whenthey haddoneall they could, thetrack
still was not completed. Not to worry. Four
othersvolunteered to push their dreamto re-
ality. That wasonly last December, and four
monthslater, racersaregoing roundandround
thetrack.

The men— Jack Metcalf, L ee Scott, Scott
DolanandLeeMartin—raisedtherest of the
money, talked with county commissioners
andthefair board, foundfencing and contrac-
tors. They got thejob donein short order.

Weall oweadebttothesepeople, theBarths,
thefour who pushedtheproject tocompletion,
all the volunteers, the commissioners and
county employeeswhoworked on it.

It provesthat the Americanspirit still works
whenwelet it. It provesthat great things can
be done without alot of government money.
And it shows what can happen when people
believe.

Takeabow, folks.

Then, thereisthe city’ swater project. It's
nearly done, just intimeto provide water for
peak summer months, and with alittle luck,
help Oberlin avoid arepeat of the shortages
whichhaveplagued usthelast coupleof years.

The project includesanew line down Cass
Avenueto boost pressureall over town, plus
amixing systemto get oneof thecity’ sbetter
wellsbackintoservice. Thewell, near thehigh
school football field, has been held off line
becauseit’ scontaminated by nitrates.

The contamination isn’t bad, though, and
mixingitsoutput withwater fromanother well
will allow thecity to use both. Aslong asthe
mixed water meets federal limits, it's OK to
drink. Themixing representsarather el egant
engineering solution, compared to a much
morecostly aternativeof buildingatreatment
plant.

The water improvements may not solve
Oberlin’ swater problems, butthey’ll goalong
way toward making them much less notice-
able. Thecity’ swellsarestill down, butsoare
most wells in the state after more than two
yearsof drought.

Thewater won’ t tastemuch better, however.

But hey, it sraining thisspring. Rainfall is
abovenormal fortheyear, anditlookslike the
rainswill keep on coming.

It' | takesometimeto get over theeffectsof
thedrought, oneof theworst inacentury, but
itlookslikethedry spell isover.

Theraindidn’t comeaminutetoo soon, but
itlookslikefarmerswill have adecent wheat
crop — and a chance at a decent year for a
change.

Good newsisnice.

—SeveHaynes

StaterobsPeter topay Paul

It's amazing that those running

the state of Kansasjust can’'t seem
tofacereality.

The state is up to its eyeballsin
financial problems, and it has been
for twoyears.

Everywhereyouturn, there’ stalk

of state budget cuts. By SteveH aynes
Y etthefactis, thestatebudget has
gone up each and every year. shayn%@nwkansas. com )

AlongtheSappa

That’ sright, statespendingkeeps

ongoing up. It was$8.85 hillionin
2001, $9.5 hillion in 2002, $9.85
billionthisyear and thebudget pro-
jectionfor nextyeartops$10billion
for thefirst time.

Theonly thingsbeing cut arebud-
get requests, pleasfor more money
when the state does not have any.

A family faced with the kind of
budget problems the state has —
stagnant revenue, pressure for in-
creased spending, much wailing
fromthechildrenastheir allowance
is cut — would either cut back or
face bankruptcy.

A privatebusinessfacedwiththis
kind of pressurewould dothesame
— stabilize employment, defer
raises, maybe even have somelay-
offs. Or face bankruptcy.

Weknow. We' vehadtofacethat
with our business, and it’s been
painful. Lots of Kansas businesses
havefacedtougher issuesthanours.

Butwedon'thavetoanswertothe
teachers’ unionorthemany organi-
zations that represent people who
benefit from— or work for — state
programs.

The first rule of government is,
those who get want more. Last
year's new, innovative programis
thisyear’ sentitlement.

Andabsolutely nooneisprepared
to seegovernment programs cut.

The right answer to the state’'s
budget problemsisto cut back until
the economy recoversand the state
onceagainisflushwith cash. What
they aredoing in Topeka, it seems
to me, istrying to figure out some
way to cook the books.

The governor wants to borrow
against future tobacco settlement
payments, make people pay their
second-half property taxes earlier
(sothepaymentisinthecurrentfis-
cal year, not the new one), and au-
thorize moregambling.

TheRepublican-dominated L eg-
isaturewantstodelay the Junepay-
ment to schoolsinto July, and put of f
paying sometax refunds.

What both sides are advocating,
really, isEnron accounting. By us-
ing up state reserves and shifting
funds around, they hopeto avoid a
deficit, at least on paper, and skate

through theyear without either cut-
ting servicesor increasing taxes.

No one wants to vote for in-
creased taxes. That’s the kiss of
death.

Y et, no one wantsto cut service.
Every stateprogramand servicehas
someonewho benefitsfromit. And
those people— senior citizens, the
handicapped in their wheelchairs,
school teachersand students— are
very effective when they parade
outsidethe State house.

No oneissaying that their needs
are not real. But the state doesn’t
haveany moremoney forthem. It's
dipped into its savings account,
shifted funds, done everything it
can. Andittill can’tafforditsever-
increasing budget, not likeit could
inthe1990s, whentimeswereflush
and the state cut taxes each year
whileincreasing the budget.

Now timesare not flush. Reality
should be settlingin.

ButnotinTopeka. No, thel egis-
lature and the governor can't even
agree on which mirrors to put the
smokeinfront of.
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Dadforetol d daughter§ futures

My father wasaprophet.

Not the Old Testament typewith
alongbeard. Dad couldjust readthe
future. Heknew what waslikely to
happen to his children and tried to
prepareusfor it.

Hewanted both of hisgirlsto be
self-sufficient. He never wanted us
tobeoneof thosewomenwhocan't
livewithout aman.

| remember when | waslearning
to drive, he had me stop on aside
street oneday and made me change
atire. Therewasnothingwrongwith
thetirel had to take it off and then
put it back on, but hethought it was
important for metobeabletodoit.

He also made surewe both knew
about basictools. Inthosedays, girls
didn’t take shop or woodworking,
but we both learned how to use a
hammer, pliersand screwdriver. We
bothlearnedto paintand hangwall-
paper.

Thebig thing for Dad and Mom,
too, waseconomics. Wewerenever
tobeinthepositionthat wecouldn't
make our own living. They were
both determinedthat wewould have
aprofession.

Mom was a teacher and Dad
worked for the electric company.
Mom had acollegeeducationand a
lifetime teaching certificate in the
state of Kansas. She could teach
anything from first grade to senior
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high school but most of her yearsin
the classroom were spent in the
middle grades. She did teach one
high school class— physical edu-
cation— but just for oneyear.

Dad quit highschool inhissopho-
more year. The education that
wasn't important to him then be-
cameaproblem ashegot older. He
took correspondence courses and
wasself taught, but itwastough. He
was determined that both his girls
would haveacollegedegree.

| wasfirst, and when | wasajun-
ior in high school, | started search-
ingforacareer. | likedmathandsci-
ence, but | didn’t want to beanurse
or doctor. Dad suggested pharmacy.
It' saprofessionwithalot of respect,
he said, and you can always work
parttimeafter thechildrenareborn.
At 16, the thought of children was
in the same league as Socia Secu-
rity. I1t'd come, but not for so long
that it didn’t matter.

| went off tofiveyearsat the Uni-
versity of Kansas, even though it
washardforthemtopay all thehills.

Luckily, my sister was six years
younger. She got a bachelor’sin
nursing at Fort Hays State and
moved hometo Concordia.

I worked full timewhen my chil-
drenweregrowing up, but now that
they aregoneand | work full timefor
thenewspaper, | only work now anc
then at thedrug store.

Dad, youwereright. Pharmacy i<
agreat profession. It’ sgood to have
something.

My sister got married and adopted
twoboys, but thingsweren’t always
good for her and her husband. They
separated and later divorced.

Her nursing degree made it pos-
siblefor herto stand on her owntwa
feet, pay thebillsandkeep her home.

How did you know, Dad? How
didyou guess?

Littleonedtill kegps'em buw

Actually, | do have afollow-up
story tomy Washingtontrip. It snot
thegripping dramal had hopedfor.
Y ouknow, thePresident pickingmy
granddaughter out of a crowd of
thousandsand asking her opinionon
world palitics.

No, itwasnothinglikethat. But,
it didinvolve high-techmonitoring
devices. Sort of .

Oldest daughter Halley, livesin
the suburbs of College Park, Md.
One day, while Kara and Taylor
were visiting, the unmistakable
music from an ice cream truck was
heard. They al ran outside but dis-
covered hewason the other side of
theblock. Taylor cupped her hands
over her earsand started twisting her
handsback and forth.

AuntHalley asked herif shecould
hear him that way. Taylor, with a
very concentrated look on her face
said, “ Sh-h-h, I'mtrying to get my
signal.”

Halley said she and Kara about
fell ontheground laughing.

Following anentireday of walk-
ing and visiting the Washington
Monument, the Jefferson Memo-
rial,theLincolnMemorial,theViet-
nam War Memorial, the Korean
War Memorial, the Mall and all
pointsinbetween, Taylor wasasked
what shehad donethat day. Her re-
ply: “I rodeamerry-go-round.”

Don't you know her mom just
thought, “Why bother!”

—o0ob—

Bignewsinthispart of the coun-
tryisRAIN! Andwhat beautiful rain
it has been, too. Slow, gentle, per-
fectly spaced rain. The parched
ground is getting a thorough soak-
ing. Lotsof farmershavebig, broad,
smilesnowadays.

Should U.S.

TotheEditor:

| sent the following letter to my
elected officials. | ask each of your
readersto do the same:

The United States, a member of
theUnited Nationsand North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization, provides90
percent of theoperating budget. The
United Statesgives90percent of all
foreign aid, and 99 percent of all
World Bank loan money. TheU.S.
Navy provides 99 percent of all se-
curity for theworld.

Whenever thereisapoliceaction
or war, the United States stands 90
percent of the cost and contributes
90percent of themilitary personnel.

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts

Out-Back@webtv.net
J

Theonly downsideisthat nowthe
grassandweedswill grow likecrazy
andwe' |l havetomow. L ast season,
we mowed once in the spring and
not again 'til fall. But, what asmall
price to pay for that crop-saving
moisture.

—ob—

The rain prompted lots of yard
work thisweekend, including Jen-
nifer and us. We needed to “lose’
some of our spirea bushes and she
needed some shrubs around her
house. So we swapped. Two days
later, they’ restill alive, sohopefully
they madethe move OK.

The semi-wild roses we sent
home with her did not fare aswell.
Jennifer saidthey had turned “toes-
up” by thefollowingmorning. Y ou
can't hardly kill them. They thrive
on neglect. But don't try to trans-
plant them; they can’t takeit.

—ob—

The church in our town is spon-
soring aclothing driveto helpwith
Mexican/Americanmissionworkin
Garden City. If you ever wondered
if the people we're trying to help
appreciate it or not, | can tell you
they do.

Onour lasttriptoJuarez, wehap-
pened to meet a group from Okla-
homathat wastryingtotakeatrailer
load of used clothes into Mexico.

They weretoldthat they wouldn’ t be
allowed across the border with an
opentrailer. Wewereasked to hel
them out. Our group each took twae
bagsintotheir vansand we crossed
the border uneventfully.

At the church compound where
we were staying, all the bags of
clothes were opened and the con-
tents laid out on makeshift tables.
The pastor put the word out to his
congregation. In record time, | bet
half thewomenintheneighborhood
werethere finding clothesfor their
families. Many grabbed our hands
and said, “Gracias, gracias.”

Y es, they appreciateit.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Therewasamanintheland
of Uz, whose name was Job;
and that man was perfect and
upright, and one that feared
God, and eschewed evil. . . .
AndtheL ord said unto Satan,
Hast thou considered my ser-
vant Job, that thereisnonelike
himintheearth, aperfect and
an upright man, one that
feareth God, and escheweth
evil?(Job 1:1, 8)

nemember of theU.N?

\_

L etter totheEditor

Inexchangefor our sacrifice, the
U.S. is subject to argumentative,
arbitrary, belligerent, capricious,
and disingenuous remarks and ac-
tions, specifically by our allies,
France, Germany and Russia.

After thelrag War, if you do not
introduceand support legislationto
have the United States withdraw
from the United Nations and the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization,
I not only will not supportyouinthe

next election, but | will actively

work against you in favor of your
opponent.

Arthur Loyd Shelton

Norton




