Preparefor water problems

Water isan essential component
of everyday living. Humans can
survive without food for over a
month, but can only survive with-
out water afew days.

Water hel psusstay healthy, pre-
parefood, and maintain good per-
sonal hygiene.

Inemergencies, areyou ready to
survive if water is not available?
Emergencies can occur in several
forms: inclement weather, me-
chanical difficulties, and now, the
threat of terrorism. Thesesituations
may only be for short periods of
time but could also last for days.

Allow one gallon of water per
person per day for drinking and
food preparation. This may vary
depending on other sources of wa-
ter suchasjuice, soup, other drinks
and high-moisture foods that may
be consumed. Another variableis
theclimate. Anadditional halfto 1
gallon per day isrecommendedfor
washing, brushingteeth and wash-
ing dishes.

In the home, containersof 1 - 2
gallon size are the most practical.
These can be easily transported to
other locations. There are many
types of containersthat are safeto
use. The most common are glass,
plastic and metal . Whether storing
water in glass, plastic, or metal, it
isimportant to keep the containers
away fromgasoline, kerosene, pes-
ticides or similar substances. It is
also recommended to store water
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away from direct sunlight.

Stored water should be sanitized
or disinfected. Usethebest quality
water availablefor storage. Itisrec-
ommended to use water from a
state-approved system. Water
treated at awater treatment facility
does not need to be treated before
storage. Water fromprivatewel Isor
other sources should be treated for
extended storage.

Heat treatment is one effective
disinfectingmethod. Fill cleanfruit
jars(canningjars) withwater, leav-
ing 1 inch of head space at the top
of thejar. Placelidsin boiling wa-
ter to sterilize, then screw onto the
jar. Process the jars of water in a
boilingwater bathasif canningfruit
for 20 minutes.

Chlorine treatment can also be
used to disinfect thewater. For one
gallonof water, use 1/4 teaspoon of
5.25% sodium hypochlorite chlo-
rinebleach.

Securethelidsbeforestoringthe
jars. Check thejarsoccasionally for
changes. If cloudiness or “off”

odorsarepresent, discardthewater.

Whentheonly water availablein
an emergency isfrom an untreated
source, there are proceduresto use
for safety.

Boiling isthe preferred method.
Heat thewater toavigorousrolling
boil for 5 minutes. Let cool before
drinking. If thewater lacksflavor,
pour it back and forth between two
clean containersto add oxygen.

Sourcesof water includeyour hot
water tank, water pipes, ice cubes,
and thewater tank onthetoilet.

In the event of radioactive or
chemical fallout, therearenoeffec-
tivewaystodecontaminatewater at
home. Decontamination must be
conducted and supervised by health
officials.

TrandaWattsismulti-county ex-
tensionspecialistinfood, nutrition,
health and safety for Decatur,
Gove, Norton, Sheridan, and Trego
counties. Call her at 785-443-3663
or e-mail twatts@oznet.ksu.edu.
For moreinformation, contact the
county extension office, 475-8121.

Her ndon News

ByCarrol Ginther

Monica Solko was alast Friday
supper guest of Ron, Diana and
Kimberly Solko in Oberlin, then
was an overnight guest of Kim-
berly. On Saturday, Judy, Diana,
Kimberly and Monica Solko at-
tended a bridal shower honoring
Amber Leiker, who is the fiancee
of Brett Marrsof Hays, agrandson
of MonicaSolko.

Monica Solko spent Easter
weekend with the Doug and Pat
Marrsfamily and Carol Solko.

John Martin of El Paso, Texas,
wasan Easter weekend guest of his
mother, Ann Martin. They spent
Sunday at the Johnand Julie Geis-
inger homein Seldenandlater vis-
ited at the home of Hank and L orri
Martin.

George Cox of Roy, Wash., and
David Cox of Hays spent Easter

withtheir parents, Frank and Wyn-
emah Cox. They were all Easter
Sunday guestsof theMikeDomsch
family. Others present were Don
and Sonia Domsch and Brian, and
Irene Gertson, Atwood; Judy,
Roger, Riley and Shayla Cochran,
Oberlin, and Ryan Cochran and
friend, Leann, Goodland.

Denis and Wilma Tongish, and
Dee and Wayne Davis and Brett
wereEaster guestsof Joeand Becky
Tongish, Morgan and Lauren in
Topeka.

On Saturday evening, while
watching CNN News, they were
pleasantly surprised to see their
daughter, Dawn. Sheis an anchor
andreporterfor KDAF, Dallas,and
was reporting on “The Deck of
Cards,” featuringtheUnited States
“most wanted” list of former Irag

leaders. Saddam isfeatured asthe
ace of spades.

Julie and Bob Hafner hosted a
family Easter dinner at the Senior
Center in Herndon. Those attend-
ing from out-of-town were Janice
and Jayme Sattler, and the Brian
Clark family, Atwood; the David
Foxhoven family, Parker, Colo.;
the Dan Sattler family, Scott City,
and Robb and Cody Sattler, Oak-
ley. ThoseattendingfromHerndon
wereEdiePettera, Jerry Sattler,and
the Ron Sattler family.

Afternoon guests were Dana
Sattler, Hays, and Chase Juene-
mann, Oberlin. An Easter egg hunt
and gamesat the park followed the
dinner. Elijah Foxhovenis spend-
ing the week with Grandma Julie
and GrandpaBob.
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LyleNews

ByHelnHelm

The Lyle Community received
1.2 inches of rain Wednesday and
Thursday. The rain came slowly
and seemed to all go into the
ground. Farmers are beginning to
be more optimistic, although we
need morerain to get the moisture
back to normal.

Sunrise services at Lyle were
moved into the church because of
the chilly weather. The Easter
breakfast at the Lyle Community
Building followed the services.
June Jolly was in charge of the
breakfast withthehel p of theDean
and Rhonda Jolly family. There
were45 people present.

June Jolly wasamong 40 family
membersand friendsattendingthe
Easter dinner at the home of the
Dean and Rhonda Jolly family.

Mrs. Marguerite Fullerton ac-
companied Mrs. Dorothy Breiner
toMcCook on Saturday toattendan
Easter gathering at the home of
Julieand Kent Legg. Mrs. Lorretta

Carter of Norcatur accompanied
them and went home with her
daughter, Carla, who livesin
Kearney, Neb.

Larry Van Otterloo, Oberlin,
took Mrs. Fullerton to the Easter
breakfast at Lyle Sunday. Larry
was ableto complete histreetrim-
mingat theHelm’ sonApril 21,and
moved his equipment back to
Oberlin. His father, Gene Van
Otterloo, who hasbeen apatient at
Hays, was able to return home on
April 24.

TimandClinton Nejdl of Quinter
were Easter Sunday supper guests
of Kathy Van Meter. They did al
the chores she had accumul ated.

Carol and John Moye were
guestsfor lunch at the home of her
mother, Veda Wood, on Easter
Sunday. Another daughter, Sandra
andLarry McNames, Grinndll, vis-
ited on Monday. Supper guests
Tuesday were Denny and Dwight
Wood and TeresaReves.

Van Cozad and daughter, Karla
Clason, Beaver City, Neb., visiteo
Margaret Magers Monday. They
had brought flower bulbstotheL yle
Cemetery for the graves of Irene
Cozad and other relatives.

Mrs. Jolly, Mrs. Van Meter anc
Mrs. M agersjoinedtheSenior Citi-
zensgroup at Norcatur for cardson
April 19. OnTuesday evening Mrs.
Fullerton accompanied them to
Beaver City, Neb., to visit Van
Cozad. Hetreatedthemall towater-
melon at his home and accompa-
nied themto the Senior Center.

AaronandMikeHelmwereat the
home of John and Helen Helm on
Friday and Saturday afternoons
doing themowing.

John and Helen Helm were Eas-
ter Sunday dinner guestsof her sis-
ter and husband, Florenceand Jerry
Uerling in Indianola, Neb. There
were many members of their own
family there, which madean enter-
taining group and afun day.

Plant by soil temperaturenot date

Most corn farmers have aplant-
ing date around April 20, while
grain sorghum growers have May
18 in mind. Either way, planting
should not be determined by the
dateasmuchasby soil temperature.

If thesoil temperatureistoocooal,
crop emergencewill beslow, with
more opportunity for insects and
diseasestoattack. Inaddition, slow
emerging cropsareunabl eto break
down pre-emergenceherbicidesas
quickly. Cropinjury ismorepreva-
lent in cool and wet soils.

Farmers should remember that
groundwithresiduecover, suchas
ano-till field, warms slower than
fieldsthat are conventional-tilled.
Soil temperature readings should
betakeninthefield, not along the
side of theroad.

For corn, soil temperatureshould
be 50 to 55 degrees at a planting
depthof 1.5to2incheswithapopu-
lation of 13,000 to 18,000 plants
per acre for dryland or 24,000 to
32,000 plants per acre irrigated.
Some may disagree with these
plant populationsfor dryland, how-
ever, there have been many testsat
theresearch stationsindicating the
higher seeding rateswill be better.

For grain sorghum, a soil tem-
peratureof 65 degreesisneeded at
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a planting depth of 1.5 inches. A
plant population of 35,000 per acre
for drylandand 100,000 per acrefor
irrigated isdesired for our area.

Most grainsorghumseed sold has
been treated to protect the plant
from herbicideslike Dual || Mag-
num. However, if grain sorghum
seed supplies run short, producers
need to make sure they are buying
“safened” seed before planting.
Producersal so need to adjust seed-
ingratestoaccountfor varyingger-
mination rates.

Forinformationoncornandgrain
sorghum production downloadthe
publications “Corn Production
Handbook” or “Grain Sorghum
Production Handbook” at the Web
site: www.oznet.ksu.edu/agronomy-
block2 under the production and
pesticon, or visityour county exten-
sion officeto pick up acopy.

Onanother note, air temperatures
did venture down into the low 20s
for an extended period of timelast
week. Fortunately, | would say
most of thewhest still hadthegrow-
ing points down in the crown. For
thosethat had started tojoint, there
isapossibility that some of those
coulddie.

If damage is suspected, produc-
ersshould check thegrowing point
onthetiller at least aweek after the
freeze. A publication entitlec
“Spring Freeze Injury to Kansas
Wheat” can be downloaded or
picked up at your extension office.

Brian Olson is multi-county ex-
tension agronomist for Decatur,
Gove, Norton, Sheridan, and Trego
counties. E-mail bolson@oznet.-
ksu.edu if you have any questions.
For moreinformation, contact the
county extension office, 475-8121.
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