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City can offer bond help
but shouldn’t lower taxes

Should the city help an outsidefirmrevive
afailed grain elevator operation here?

There are, after all, two existing grain op-
erations in town, one private, one afarmer-
owned cooperative.

That’ spart of thequestion Oberlincity coun-
cilmen faced when asked if they would help
Hansen-Mueller Grainrehabilitatetheformer
Oberlin Milling/Cedar Bluffs Grain opera-
tion.

ConnieGrafel, economicdevel opment mar-
keting director, said thefirm has asked about
industrial revenuebonds, whichget atax break
andthusalower interest ratethanregular bor-
rowings.

Sheaso asked if the city would be willing
to give the firm an abatement on its property
taxes, cutting or eliminating them for some
years. That’ sallowed under the samelaw.

At its next meeting, the council got a peti-
tion sponsored by the Decatur Cooperative
A ssoci ationagai nst boththebondsand thetax
incentive, whichtheNebraskafirmhadn'tyet
even askedfor.

Weéll, fairisfair. TheCo-ophasnever asked
for atax abatement to expand its operations,
thoughtheoretically, it could have. Co-op has
become the big dog in grain and petroleum
marketing hereby steadily buildingupitsbusi-
nessandrecruitingfarmer-ownerstodobusi-
nesswithit.

Y et, inthebest of all possibleworlds, thecity
and county would be better off with three el-
evators rather than two. That would mean
three operations hiring people here and pay-
ing taxes here.

That’s what we had until Oberlin Milling
closedlast year after theownersfiledfor bank-
ruptcy.

Thisisnot thefirst time Co-op has moved
to close off competition. The association

wanted to buy theold FifthWheel siteby The
Gateway for aparking lot to prevent it from
being sold to a competitor a couple of years
ago.

Today the city has Crossroads Express on
that corner, payingtaxesand hiring peopl e, but
not without aprice. Co-op scaled back itscon-
veniencestoreand restaurant operation across
the street, indicating that it did not make
money with itsexpanded food service opera-
tion.

So it'sno simple matter for the city to de-
cide. Helping the new guy could hurt the ex-
isting business. OberlinMillingwasbankrupt,
after all.

Inour mind, thereisnoway thecity cancon-
sider givingHansen-Mueller atax abatement.
Other firmsherepay their property taxes, and
there' s not much benefit to having another
businessif it won't contribute.

That wouldn’t befair to Co-op, other busi-
nessesor taxpayersin general.

The industrial revenue bonds are another
case. They allow afirmto pay alittlelessin-
terest by making the borrowing exempt from
federal taxes. Thecity would not haveto pay
thebondsand therewould benoimpact ontax
revenue.

Thebondscouldbeissuedfor any new busi-
ness, including an expansion at Co-op, and
cooperativeshave accesstolow-interest fed-
eral money at preferential rates. Surely, if the
city made bonds availableto one, it'd do the
samefor theother.

So the city could at least consider issuing
bonds. It would cost thetaxpayersnothingand
might not do any harm to existing elevators.
Hansen-Mueller is here and in business al-

ready.
But atax abatement?Noway. We dsignthat
petition. —SeveHaynes

Country walk providespeace

-

DrivingacrossK ansasonabeau-
tiful, if partly cloudy and mostly
hazy day, the back, the behind and
thelegs get stiff and sore.

Afteraniece sgraduationinEm-

poria, wehadto beat ahasty retreat.

There was a paper to do Monday, By Ste\/e H ayn €S

andthree-quartersof astatetocross. shaynes@nwkan%ls. com
Butweknew we'd never makeit \ B y,

AlongtheSappa

homeintimetoget any exercise. My
doctor says | need more exercise,

Saline River drainage, wasastone plied. They rodeon. They wereen-

andthedietitian says| needit every
day.

Beforesunset, wepulled off at an
exitwhereEllsworth County meets
Lincoln County, between Salina
and Russell up in the heart of the
Smoky Hills.

There sagood gravel road there
that you canwalk without muchtraf-
fic. It’' satleasttwomilestothenear-
est house.

Onaniceevening, thehillswere
green, softened by the glow of the
fadinglight. Theair, thoughhumid,
was cool and pleasant. Therewasa
hay mow to the right, wheat to the
left, inrichdark topsoil that seemed
to runfrom bluff to bluff.

We started hiking up the hill,
wondering at thefact that most of the
homesteads were long abandoned.
That’s no different than any other
spot in rural Kansas, though.

Up on top of the hill, where the
glengraded gently northtowardthe

farm house that had been handed
down from the first generation on
the hills. New roof, good paint, the
house was in sharp repair. It was
matched by a stone garage, two
stone equipment sheds and asmall
but neat stone barn. Combinesand
big tractorswerein apole shed; in
thedayswhenthey cut and builtwith
local stone, they did not build big
enough for today’ sequipment.

We kept walking past the first
place and around the corner, where
there were two more houses. Barn
cats scattered when they saw our
dog, wildand crazy assheis.

A couple camedown theroad on
horseback. We stopped to let them
by, but the big bay the man was
riding wasspooky asheck. Finally,
hegot off and led her by.

Wenodded and exchanged pleas-
antries.

“Nicenighttobeout,” | said.

“Yes. A wonderful night,” here-

joyingtheeveninginthevalley,and
sowerewe.

Halfway back to the truck, a
womanin apickup stopped.

“You're not having any trouble,
areyou?’ sheasked.

No, we replied, just walking the
dog. And our own sorry bodies.

She said she lived a couple of
milesup theroad.

“Your little valley is beautiful,”
wesaid.

She smiled and went on.

Sometimeswhen city peopleask
why we live out here, it’s hard to
explain.

But show meacity wherealone
womanwill stopjusttoseeifyou're
having trouble. Show me acity set
in lush green hills. Show me acity
whereyoucanpark your truck, walk
for an hour, safely, come back and
still haveyour hubcaps.

It shouldn’t be that hard to ex-
plain, shouldit?
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Car savescouplealongtrip

If eventshad goneasplanned, we
would have been to Lubbock,
Texas, and back over theweekend.
Operativewordthereis“if.”

A good friend was graduating
fromaBiblecollegeSaturday morn-
inganditwasour intenttoattendthe
ceremony. The plan was to leave
Friday night after our last classat the
correctional facility. By thetimewe
finished, returnedanextravehicleto
thehouseand packedthecar, itwas
amost 10:30 p.m.

| wasdrivingwhen, not evenfive
miles from home, the car died. No
warning. Nospittin’ or sputterin’. It
just died. It had been running fine,
nosignof trouble.

| saidtoJim, “ Doyouthinkthisis
God' sway of tellingusweshouldn’t
goto Texas?

He answered, “If you can get it
startedagain, turnitaroundandlet’s
gohome.”

After acoupleof triesit started, |
found aturnaround and we headed
back. On the way home Jim con-
fided, “Y ou know, | was really
dreading that drive.”

Which prompted meto admit, “|
wasn'’tlookingforwardtoit, either.”

What we had there (ala* Cool
Hand L uke”) isafailuretocommu-
nicate.

If we had asked each other, we
would have discovered that neither
of uswasthat keen on making such
agruelingtrip. But, weeachthought
the other was set on going.

Andtherest of thestory isthat the
car ran perfectly after that.

—ob—

Our eight-year-old granddaugh-
ter Alexandriahel ped decoratefam-
ily gravesthisyear. Shetook her re-
sponsibilities very seriously, too,
making surethat each quart jar was
wrapped satisfactorily in foil and
each contained an equal number of
roses, peonies and iris. She pro-
nouncedit her official duty toplace
the containersby thetombstones.

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com

J

We talked about ancestors that
she never knew. We talked about
how old they were when they died
and, of course, we talked about
whenthey died.

Shehadjust placedflowersonthe
headstone of my great-uncle, Rob-
ert Burns Burger, someone | had
never known, when| notedthedate
of death on hisgrave marker.

“He died on Dec. 24,” | said.
“That was ChristmasEve.”

“Man, what abummer,” Alexre-
plied.

Her grandpaand | looked at each
other, not knowing whether we
shouldlaugh or not. Ultimately, we
agreed, “ Y eah, that wasareal bum-
mer.”

—ob—

Now, | can’t provethisnext story
istrue, but afriend relayed it to us.
Andafriendwouldn’tlie, wouldhe?

It seemed thispreacher had akit-
tenthat climbed upatreeinhisback-
yard and then wouldn’t come back
down.

Thetreewasayoung saplingand
not strong enough to climb. The
preacher decided that if hetied a
ropetothetreeand attachedittohis
car he could bend the tree over
enough to rescuethekitten.

The plan was working fine until
hepulledhiscar forwardjust alittle
too much and the rope broke. The
tree went “boi-i-i-ing” and the kit-
ten sailed right out of sight.

The preacher felt terrible as he
searchedtheneighborhood. Noone
had seen the kitten. Finally he

prayed, “Lord, | just commit this
kitten to your keeping,” and went
about hisbusiness.

A few days later, he was in the
grocery storewhenhemet awoman
from hisneighborhood. It waswell
known that thiswoman hated cats,
but the preacher noticed shehad cat
foodin her shopping cart.

Heasked her why shewasbuying
cat food when she hated cats so.

“You're not going to believe
this!” shereplied

She told the preacher how her
littlegirl had beenbegging her for
cat. Finally, themother said, “Well,
if God givesyou acat, I'll let you
keepit.”

Shewent ontosay, “| watched as
my littlegirl ranoutintheback yard
and got down on her knees anc
asked God for acat. Suddenly, this
kittencameflyingthoughtheair and
landed right in front of her.”

The moral of the story? Never
underestimate the power of prayer.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Now faith is the substance
of things hoped for, the evi-
dence of things not seen. . .
Through faith we understand
that theworldswereframed by
theword of God, sothat things
which were seen were not
made of things which do ap-
pear. Hebrews11:1, 3

City’spurposeisagriculture
( L etterstotheEditor

TotheEditor:

| feel compelledtorespondto Jay
Anderson’s letter in the May 14
Oberlin Herald. Jay asserts that
Oberlin is a community without a
purpose. | respectfully disagree.
Oberlin, like other communitieson
the High Plains, was established to
service and support agriculture.
That remains our purposetoday.

Think how many tens of thou-
sands depend on us for their daily
bread. What higher callingisneeded
than to be the breadbasket of the
nation? Look at the tons of wheat,

beef, pork and other productswhich
are annually shipped from this re-
gion.

Therea source of our problems
is the national policy to provide
cheapfood. Astherelativevalue of
our products has fallen, our eco-
nomic strength has declined. A
policy that encouragesoverproduc-
tion and allows cheap imports has

over the years been harmful to our
interests.

Now, Jay isright that we need tc
develop other sources of income.
We also need to diversify our agri-
cultural productionandaddvaluetc
what we produce. Finally, we need
to work for anational policy that
restoresvalueto what we produce.

Bob Strevey, Norcatur

Youngvoter’sunhappy with city

TotheEditor:

| am writing this letter asavery
concernedvoter. | havebeen debat-
ingfor weeksabout writingthislet-
ter because | am only 18 and don’t
think peoplewill takemeserioudly.
But hereit goesanyway.

For thefirsttimeinmy life, | was
ableto votein an election, which
was quite an experience. Months
beforetheelection, | started attend-
ing council meetings and learning
about theissuesof ourlocal palitics.

Now monthsafter theelection, | till
follow local politics in the paper.
Andmoreandmore, | get disgusted
withit.

Thecity of Oberlinhasthepoten-
tial togrow but not thewill. Weare
gearing up, and preparing to DIE!
Pushingtowardmakingthisaretire-
ment community isnot helpingthis
townat all. | completely respect my
elders, but whenwecenter ourselves
on making them happy, weleave a
lot of younger families out in the

cold and thenthey move away.

K en Shobehasdonenothing ben-
eficial for this community in the
over two months that he has been
mayor. Instead, heispreparing this
city for hisretirement sothat hemay
liveout hisdaysinthelap of luxury
at the expense of thiscommunity.

I would say that the biggest prob-
lem is that the mayor and the city
council don’t careenough about the
littleguy.

Benjamin Smith, Oberlin

Men help Girl Scoutsdothear best

TotheEditor:

Girl Scoutingisn’t just for moms
and daughters.

Currently, the Girl Scouts Sun-
flower Council has31 menworking
as volunteersto Girl Scouting in
northwest Kansas, including Dave
Boseand Donald Ray of Oberlin.

These men are registered with
Girl Scouts U.S.A. and hold many
volunteer rolesin the organization.
They are behind-the-scenes sup-
porters of wives and troop leaders,
assistant leaders, council board

members, cookie chairmen, camp
directors, canoe instructors, trip
drivers, and more. Girl Scouting
seemsto enhance the relationships
they build with daughters, wives,
nieces, and granddaughters.

They comefromall walksof life
and are doctors, police officers,
farmers, salesmen, truck drivers,
auto mechanics, paramedics, archi-
tects, constructionworkers, oil field
pumpers, and carpenters, just to
nameafew.

With Father’ s Day approaching,

| felt that your readerswould bein-

terested in the good that these men
doinour communities.

Monical egleiter, Hays

communications

director

Girl Scouts

of Sunflower

Council

GIRL
SCOUTS



