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School boar d may havetoraisetaxes

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

TheOberlin School Boardwill decideon
aresolution to raise taxesfor the local op-
tion budget at its meeting Monday night
becausethe stateispayinglessand thedis-
trict istrying not to cut activities or teach-
ers.

Sofar, said Superintendent Kelly Glodt,
the district has been able to take cost-sav-
ings measuresthat haven’t cut activitiesor
requiredareductioninteachers. Hesaysthat
may not be possible next year.

At the beginning of the year, though, all
Kansas school districtstook ahit whenthe

state cut the per-pupil budget base by $7,
leaving the base at $3,863.

Atthesametime, theOberlindistrictlost
51 students, which meant lessmoney and a
lower budget.

Mr. Glodt said he called administrators
and department headsto ameeting after the
first of theyear todiscusscost-savingideas.
Someof thoseideashavealready goneinto
effect, and others will be discussed at the
May meeting at 7:30 p.m. Monday at the
district office.

All dong, Mr. Glodt said, he has asked
for the staff to brainstorm ideas and stay

involved in the cost-saving efforts.
Hesaid hefeelsthedistrict hasatremen-
dous thing going for it because they have
been able to keep teachers and programs
while surrounding districts have not.
Thething isthat the stateis paying even
less for next year. At the best, said Mr.
Glodt, the statewill pay the same per pupil
next year that they are paying thisyear, but
nooneknowsfor sure. At any rate, Oberlin
will start with alower student count.
Although the district is getting less
money, costs continue to climb, he added.
All of thefixed costs, from property taxes,

toelectricity, togastohealthinsurance, are
al goingup. Thisyear, thehealthinsurance
for the staff will jump 37 percent, or
$102,588 ayear.

A committeeisworkingonother options
rather thansigningupwith BlueCross/Blue
Shield again, he said. Just for health insur-
ancefor the current employees, thedistrict
will pay $418,200. The employee paysfor
their family.

Mr. Glodt said the committeeislooking
with other districtsfor preferred health in-
surance. They also will have ameeting at
3:30p.m. Monday inthehigh school about

the state health insurance plan. He said the
district doesn’ t renew with thecurrent pro-
vider until Oct. 1.

Thebottomlineis, ssid Mr. Glodt, in or-
dertofunctionthisyear, thedistrict hashad
to dive into the capital outlay and reserve
fundsmorethan ever before.

Teachers will only be allowed $300 in-
stead of $500 for classroom supplies next
year. Mr. Glodt said they can get by with
$300for ayear, but not longer, not in order
tocontinueto givegood-quality education.

One option isto increase the fee for

(SeeMONEY on Page5A)

Jpotters
Improve
training
Group learns
of ‘super cells

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

More than 60 storm spotters
learned some of the secrets about
spotting big, dangerous" super cell”
thunderstorms during an advanced
training class Tuesday at The Gate-
way.

Warning Coordinator M eteorolo-
gist David Floyd saidto“expectthe
unexpected when spotting.”

The two-hour class reviewed
some of the information from the
basic class, but delvedinto new in-
formation too.

Mr. Floyd said stormsneed mois-
turethat isthefuel, and moisturein
theairismeasured by thedew-point
temperature. The higher the dew
point, he said, the more moisture.
Whendew point startsgettingto 40,
people can start thinking about
storms, hesaid. Peopleusually start
feeling the humidity at 60 and
above.

Super cellsaremarkedby rotation
intheupdraft column, thetowering
cloud that forms the body of the
story. A rotating storm usually gets
started, he said, by picking up hori-
zontal rotation along the ground
produced by wind shear, basically,
winds blowing different directions
atdifferentlevels. Thestormgrows
and what is seen on radar, said Mr.
Floyd, isarotating storm.

Thecolumnof rotatingair, twoto
four milesacross, createsan areaof
low pressure. Surrounding air
rushesintofill thevoid, fuelingthe
storm’ sgrowth.

Thesestorms, saidMr. Floyd, are
those known to cause severe
weather events. There are three
kinds of super cells, the classic,
where rain falls adjacent to the up-
draft, infront of the storminthedi-
rect of movement; low precipitation
wherepreci pitationmostly isblown
away fromtheupdraft; and highpre-
cipitation, whereprecipitationfalls
around the updraft.

He said awall cloud, which is
what spotters generally look for,
typically slopes down toward the
rain. Some wall clouds rotate and
othersdon'’t. If someone seesaper-
sistent, rotating wall cloud, they
needtocall theweather station; they
arevery important.

Themeteorol ogist said scientists
arelearning moreabout storms, “ but
it’ sreally moreabout what wedon’t
know.”

One thing most basic classes
don’t cover, he said, is a phenom-
enon called rear flank down drafts,
whichareasecond downdraft of air
near therear of the storm.

Hesaidthey typically comedown
the back side of the storm and may
have rain mixed in. It appears that
they are animportant ingredient in
the longevity of the storm and tor-
nado formation of tornadoes, he
said. Usualy, thisdowndraftisclear
and may eat away the low clouds
behind the storm.

Rear flank down drafts, said Mr.
Floyd, may precedetornadoforma-
tionby fiveto 10 minutes, whileaoth-
ers are asign of weakening of the
storm.

Mr. Floydsaidalthoughsupercell
stormscan producetornadoes, they
do not guarantee them. Only 10 to
15 percent of supercells produce
tornadoes.

M eteorol ogists are studying to
find out which stormswill andwon’t
produce tornadoes, he said, but the
further they dig, they are finding

(SeeCLASSon Page 10A)

4

YOUNGSTERSJOINED THE BAND Monday morn-
ingat Oberlin Elementery School. ColtonPaulsandfriends  students. The family bandtravel sand performssix months

(above) played MexicaninstrumentswiththeBatistafam- out of theyear.

Band

plays
at school

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Studentsat Oberlin Elementary
School laughed, sang and danced
Monday morning with afamily
band from Mexico.

Thestudentsevenhad achance
toseeSuperintendent Kelly Glodt
and a select group of teachers
dance and play traditional Latin
American musica instrumentsat
alyceum with the Batista family
from Sonora, Mexico, sponsored
by the Western Plains Arts Asso-
ciation.

Theband Alboradais made up
of afamily of four members: Milo,
thefather, hiswife Loudres, their
15-year-old sonPaul andtheir 11-
year-old daughter Jhonna.

The name Alborada, said Mr.
Batista, meansthe early morning
light and the beginning of a new
day. Thefamily usesmorethan 30
different instruments.

ThelLatinAmericanfolk music
isdedicatedtoEl Toro, thebull, he
said.

Mr. Batistashowedthestudents
several instruments, includingthe
bigdrumfrom Argentinamadeof

ily. Milo and Loudres Batista (bel ow) performed for the

— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Brandt

awood cylinder and cow hide.
Thereis also asmall guitar from
Bolivia called a charrango. The
instrument, hesaid,is350yearsold
and has 10 strings.

Theolder onesaremadewithan
armadillo shell, but the new ones
are made with one solid piece of
wood and hand carved.

Mr. Batista asked 14 students

fromtheaudienceandsix teachers,
including the superintendent, to
come play with the band. Each
person received a percussion in-
strument.

The students and teachers had
the chanceto dance and play with
Alborada.

Thebandhasplayedin42 states
at more than 1,000 schools. Mr.

Batista said thisistheir last per-
formanceof theyear, sothey will
return hometo Mexico.
Thefamily toursfor about hal f
of theyear. Whiletouring, hetu-
torsthekids, sinceitisrealy im-
portant for them to be educated.
The family will stay at their
homein Mexico until about Sep-
tember, and start touring again.

Sheriff’sdepartment back downtotwo

TheDecatur County sheriff’ sof-
fice will stay with two men until
someone can be hired to replace a
deputy who wasfired last month.

Sheriff KenBadsky toldcommis-
sionersat their meetinglast Tuesday
morning that he and Deputy Mark
Dahlsten had reached a mutual
agreement that thedeputy wouldn’t
work for the department anymore.

Sheriff Badsky said the deputy
was fired. He was to get paid
through April.

Deputy Dahlsten has been on
medical |eave since beforethe new
year for knee surgery.

Sheriff Badsky saidinmid April,
Deputy Dahlsten returned to work
and was helping Undersheriff
Randy McHugh with truck inspec-
tions. He was let go on Monday,
April 14.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
askedif thedeputy wouldbearound
for atrial in May. Sheriff Badsky
said he had been subpoenaed for it.

Undersheriff McHugh isback to
full-timework, the sheriff said. He
isnow part of afirefightingunitwith
the national guard, said Sheriff
Badsky, sowill stay hereunlessabig
fire startsand the unit isneeded.

Sheriff Badsky didnot givearea
sonwhy Deputy Dahlstenwasfired.
He did say that he won’t be doing
anything about replacing him im-
mediately.

He and Ambulance Director
Patrick Pomeroy havetalked about
hiring someone together to work
part-timefor both departments.

Thetwo department headstalked
withMr. Hirsch, whosaid hedidn’t
seeany problem with them sharing
aperson.

Mr. Pomeroy and Mr. Badsky
saidthey would each pay half of the
salary, athough Mr. Pomeroy said

hedidn’tknow if hecould haveany-
oneworking for himon saary or if
itwould havetobeby thehour. The
sheriff saidhethought it would cost
$30,000for pay, $15,000fromeach
department.

Commissioner Doyle Brown
asked if the men had anyonein
mind. Sheriff Badsky saidhewould
like to have agood female officer,
since there are alot of times they
need afemaleon theforce.

Mr. Pomeroy said they would
need someone with agood back to
lift and rattled off some other re-
quirements.

City
ook sat
bonds

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The Oberlin City council talked
with the economic devel opment
marketing director Thursday night
about issuing industrial revenue
bonds to help a company that has
purchased Oberlin Milling and the
elevator in Cedar Bluffs.

Director Connie Grafel saic
Hansen-Mueller Grain, an Omahg
based company, bought the two el-
evatorsand asked about any incen-
tives available for a new business,
includingindustrial revenuebonds.
Shesaidthecompany doesn’ t know
how much money it will taketo re-
habilitate the elevators.

She said Hansen-Mueller is ask-
ing for amotion of intent for the
bonds. The company plansto hire
fivepeopletowork at thefacilities.

Thecompany, said Ms. Grafel, i
alsoaskingfor tax abatement onthe
property, whichisapprai sed now at
$79,000.

She said the firm is also looking
at a private source for the bonds,
becauseif they go through the city
their business information will be
public.

City Attorney Steve Hirsch saic
hedidn’t think the city had ever is-
sued industrial revenue bonds, al-
though the county recently issuec
somefor Wheat Ridge Terrace.

Thecity isnot obligatedtopay the
bonds, he said. It isnot city or tax-
payer money being used; they are
just askingthecity toissuethebonds
sothey canget alower interest rate.

The city can issue the industrial
revenue bondsfor afacility outside
itslimits, said Mr. Hirsch, like the
Cedar Bluffselevator, but they have
to have approval from the county.

If thecouncil decidestogo aheao
with this, said Mr. Hirsch, it will
need to hold aseriesof hearings on
what, if any, tax breaksthecompany
may get.

The downside to the bonds is
morepolitical thananythingelse, he
said. Competitorsmay ask why the
other company isgetting atax break
and the business already intown is
not.

In the resolution of intent, saic
Mr. Hirsch, thecity hasto say what
tax abatement thecompany will get.

Council members said they
would like more discussion, re-
searchandpossibly arepresentative

(See COMPANY on Page 10A)

Prom
parade
Saturday

Students at Decatur Commu-
nity High School will begetting
out their finest Saturday to strut
their stuff downtown beforethe
annual prom

Juniorsandseniors will march
inthetraditional promenadeat 7
p.m.,walkingdownMain Street
to show their best to parents,
family and friends who line the
streets.

Afterwards, they will headto
The Gateway for abanquet and
dancing. The prom will last un-
til midnightandthenthe Oberlin
Rotary Clubwill takeover for af -
ter-prom, which will go until
3:30am.

People may view The Gate-
way from6to 7 p.m. Thetheme
thisyearisMardi Gras.
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; BASEMENT WALLS CRACKED OR BOWED?
Memoriesand photos FOUNDATION SETTLING?

Kansas Basement & Foundation Repair
Solves These 'roblems

For FREE Estimate Call: 1-800-736-9255

5100 OFF WITH THIS COUPON
CHfer gnod thre &30-03

RIDE INTO SPRING!

Goverland Stage Stop
Pony Rides ¢ Horseback Rides
1 hour, 1/2 day or full day rates

* Lessons

Covered Wagon, Stage Coach
rides by the hour or for hire

Grainfield, KS ¢ 785-673-4848 ¢ goverland@ruraltel.net

RAWLINS COUNTY

HEALTH CENTER CLINIC

901 E. Hospital Drive ¢ Atwood, Kansas
785-626-3241

Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon
Baskar Duval, M.D. ¢ Terrell Hadley, M.D.
Jerry Molstad, P.A.C.

First & third Tuesday afternoons:
Nadja Vawrk-Button, P.A.C.

WITHHERBOOK OPEN, Molly GreenL asiter, 5, spent Eatevlvaytﬁwork ontheir scrapbooks, buy new suppliesand
some time Saturday morning during National Scrapbook havelunch. .
Day tolook at pictures. Over 40 people got together at The — Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes |nteme'[ T0n|g htl 475'2206

* Class
teaches
ootters

(Continued from Page 1A)
they haveto keep digging.

Withthat said, hesaid supercells
can't be ignored, but tornadoes
don’t have to have those stormsto
form.

There are also landspouts and
waterspoutsthat start from the bot-
tom up and can do damage.

Therearealot of timeswhenro-
tating windscall gustnadoesarere-
ported as tornadoes, but with them
there is no connection to the cloud
base and they arebasically just dirt

rotating, but they can contain some %rr] FI C

highwinds way —100r Lovering
Mr. Floyd said there are three

things that a storm needsto form a

tornado: apersistent updraft, arear 5 X 14

flank down draft that isn’t too cold

and an enhanced low-level wind .
e el aboundany oy Pink & Blue Spot Color
along the ground.
Boundariesoftencan’ t beseenby
radar, but can befelt by achangein O H /A DV
temperature of maybe 10 to 15 de-
grees, change in dew point, wind .
shifts, low level clouds and cloud A d al ead G D N
layers moving in different direc- r y I n
tions.
Thereare100,000thunderstorms
intheUnited Statesevery year, said
Mr. Floyd. Of those, 10 percent are
severe, and of those 10 percent pro- - -
duce tornadoes, or about 1,000 W th C t )
(Wi orrection
Theaudiencewasgivenachance
to fill out a storm spotter card, to C t t G D N d I N FO
become a spotter with the National Opy %n O an
Weather Service office in Good-

|and, which sponsored the class. E_ M al I ed to PAT
* Company

SeeKs Added: Not many days until Mother’s Day Shop Now
taxbreak

(Continued from Page 1A)
fromthecompany totell themtheir
plansfor the elevators.

Councilman Patrick Pomeroy
moved to table the decision.

Ms. Grafel said shewastold the
decision has to be made within 60
daysafter the purchase of the prop-
erty, which wasin the first part of
April.

Mayor Ken Shobe said hedidn’t
think anyonewasready to votethat
night. One of the company’ s attor-
neyswill beintowntoday, said Ms.
Grafel.

Mayor Shobe said he wouldn't
mind hearing somepubliccomment
ontheidea, too. Thecouncil agreed
to table the proposal, putting off a
decision.

Internet
Tonight!
475-2206




Luminaries to honor those who
havecancer or diedfromthedisease
are on sale for the second annual
Decatur County Relay for Life,
whichisamonth away.

At thefirst relay last June, 520
luminarieslighted theinside of the
track at Decatur Community High
School. Throughout the evening,
names of those on the luminaries
were read aloud.

Therdlay committeehassetagoal
tolight notonly theinsidelaneof the
track, but the outsidethisyear.

“Keepthefireof hopeburningby
purchasing a luminary candle in
memory of someonelosttocancer,”
said Committee Member Peg
Smith, “in honor of someonefight-
ing, or in special recognition of
someone who has beaten the
dreaded disease.”

The luminaries cost $10 apiece
andthemoney will beusedfor can-
cer research. To purchase alumi-
nary, contact Ms. Smithat 475-2296
or mail intheorder formonpage8A.
Theform needsto bemailedto Peg
Smith, Luminary Chairperson, Box
305, Oberlin, Kansas 67749. All

luminary orders need to be in by
Friday, May 30.
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AT THE FAIRGROUNDS, Commissioner DoyleBrown and Road and Bridge Supervisor

Tim Stallman pointed to wherethe horse arenawill belocated.
— Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

Countyincreasesaidtoarena

After some discussion Tuesday
morning, Decatur County commis-
sionersdecided to changeamotion
fromtheweek beforetoallow more
dirt work to be done to put ahorse
arenajust south of thefairground.

Atthepreviousmeeting, commis-
sioners agreed for the county to do
$500worth of dirt work if thehorse
group had $500 already collected.

Kimberly Brandt, managing edi-
tor of The Oberlin Herald, said she
wanted to know how the commis-
sioners were going to answer the
question of why the county gave

more to the race track than to the
horse arena. She said the county
donated $8,000in dirt work money
to start the track and then a final
$1,000tofinishit.

Buildingtheautotrack forcedthe
horse arenato moveto anew loca-
tion.

Commissioner RalphUnger said
thecounty didn’t pay for half of the
racetrack to bebuilt.

The commissionerstalked about
whentheracetrack wasstarted, the
agreement wasthat the horse arena
wouldbeput back inand mentioned

* Moneytight inschool digtrict

(Continued from Page 1A)
lunchesand breakfasts. For thelast
16 months, he said, the district has
had to subsidize the food service
$8,000 amonth.

Theremay besomeaddedfeeson
consumable materials for the stu-
dents. For instance, there may bea
$5 technology fee.

Another optiontheboardwill dis-
cuss is passing aresolution to in-
crease the local option budget,
whichisat 13.11 percent of theto-
tal general fund budget now. The
highest it can gois 25 percent, said
Mr. Glodt.

If theboard increasesit, property
taxeswill goup. Thesuperintendent
said heisn’t going to suggest going
to 25 percent because there is no
whereto go fromthere.

Mr. Glodt mentioned 5 percent,
but didn’t say that was the recom-
mendation hewill make.

Therearetwokindsof resolutions
the board can adopt, he said. The
first setsup thelocal option budget
for a certain amount of time. The
second sets it up in a permanent
resolution which would allow the
boardtoincreaseittothemaximum
of 25 percent.

Peoplemay not realizethemoney
problemstheschoolsarehaving, he
said, but the situation is growing
tighter.

“The biggest reason the general
publicdoesn’t understand thefinan-
cial difficulties our school isinis
because we continue with less
money to put out agreat product,”
said Mr. Glodt.

Sofar, hesaid, thestudentsaren’t
suffering. If the district has to cut
programs or teachers, though, test
scoreswill drop. Right now, thedis-
trict isjust trying to get rid of any
frills, hesaid, without jeopardizing
the quality of education.

Mr. Glodt said either way, the
peoplearegoingtofeel theburden,
withhigher taxeseitherlocally orto
the state.

The state, he said, isn’'t trying to
solveitsmoney problems; they are
just trying to divert them.

One thing that everyone has to
keep in mind, said Board Clerk
Vickie Lippelmann, is that the
school isnot abusinessthat makes
money, or likeachildwhoreceives
anallowance. Thedistrict hastouse
themoney wisely.

City sellssixtrees, 44 sill available

Six of the 50 trees the Oberlin
Tree Commission purchased are
spoken for, leaving 44 still up for
grabs.

Gary Walter, a member of the
commission, talkedwiththeOberlin
City Council about the trees at a
meeting Thursday night. Hesaidfar
fewer treeshad beentaken thanthe
members of the commission
thought would be by thistime.

Hesaid hefelttherewasamisun-
derstanding about the cost of the
trees. Thebur oakscost $82, prairie
fire crab apple are $69 and the lin-
den are $90.

Another misunderstanding was
thesizeof thetrees, whichareabout
aninch and aquarter in diameter.

The group had to approve where
the trees can be planted so they
won't cause problemsinthefuture.
For example, said Mr. Walter, none
of thebur oakscan beplanted under
power lines.

Thecommissionpurchasedatree
to be put in the park to replace the
one that was taken out, said Mr.
Walter. It will be planted at 1 p.m.
on Saturday.

Mr. Walter said that Extension
Agent Byron Hale tells him
homeowners have about a three-
week window to get the trees
planted.

Of the trees that have not been
taken, hesaid, 15arebeing setaside
tobeplanted ontheright-of-way on

CassAvenue. Those15treeswill be
held until Friday.

Afterthat, hesaid, it will beopen
toanyone. Membershaveaskedthat
thetreesbeplanted onthecity right
of way, but after Friday they canbe
planted anywhere. Peoplestill have
tofill out an application.

If thetrees aren’t purchased, the
group has discussed planting them
at the new section of the city cem-
etery.

Thetreesarein the substation by
thecity power plant for anyonewho
wantsto seethem.

Torequest atree, call Mr. Haleat
475-8121 or stop in the extension
officeonthefirst floor of thecourt-
house.

Cardinal Cafein Norcatur closesonceagain

Rod and Marcella Mathill, who
took over the operation of the Car-
dinal CafeinNorcatur alittleovera
year ago, closed the business on
April 30.

The couple and their children,

Jessica, 11 and Nick, 9, moved to
theareafrom Colorado after he ac-
cepted a position at Sappa Valley
Y outh Ranch. Shortly after the
move, they were offered the oppor-
tunity to lease the community-

1t’s Clean
Up Time!

ous Household

Waste Cleanup

for Decatur County residents will occur
on Saturday, May 10 between 8 am. and 12 Noon.

Thisevent will be held at the landfill east of Oberlin.
Thisprogram isdesigned to provide residents aplaceto
dispose of their used oil, antifreeze, car batteries, lawn
fertilizersand pesticides, latex and oil paints, unwanted

chemicals, etc.

If you have any questions concer ning this program,
please call the Decatur County Engineer’s Office at

785-475-8111.

owned cafe.

Mr. Mathill went back towork at
the ranch and Mrs. Mathill will be
workingasanadvertising represen-
tativefor The Norton Telegram.

CROP SERVICE, INC

DON’T LET WEEDS TAKE
CONTROL OF YOUR MOISTURE
WE CAN HELP WITH ALL YOUR
BURNDOWN NEEDS
NO-TILL MILO
AND

NO-TILL CORN

CoMPETITIVE PRICES
Liouip AND DRY
and
APPLICATION RATES

East Hwy. 36
Atwood, KS

785-626-9609

Proudly Serving Area Farmersfor 20 Years

that the group had in away been
pushed out of its spot.

Commissioner DoyleBrownsaid
if the group comesup with thefirst
$500, hedidn’t seeaproblem with
the county finishing the dirt work,
but the county won’t put the fence
panels up. The county doesalot of
thingsfor alot of different groups,
he said, without paying very much
noticeto it. The horse arena has to
do with the young people in the
county and does bring peoplein.

A motionwasmadefor thecounty
tofinishthedirtwork after thegroup
comes up with the $500. Commis-
sioner Brown and Chairwoman Pat
Glennvatinginfavor of it. Commis-
sioner Unger did not voiceavote.
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Charlie & Darcy
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Sam-10 am

OPEN HOUSE
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FREE

COFFEE - COOKIES - DONUTS - ROLLS

CARPETS
VINYLS
&
MORE
I

SAT. MAY 10TH
9-12
105 W. COMMERCIAL
OBERLIN, KS 475-3012

Republican Valley Motor Co
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