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Evenifthegtateprofits
gamblingstill abad idea

A badideaisstill abadidea, evenwhenthe
state needsthe money.

Time was when society as a whole pretty
much recognized that gambling was a bad
idea. Basically, gambling wasillegal in this
country, except in Nevada.

But thereisno way to rid anation of gam-
bling, any more than you can rid a nation of
dangerous drugs like alcohol and meth. It's
pretty hard to prevent something that can be
doneinabarn or abasement.

Andbecausewearehuman, there’ |l always
bedemandfor sin.

Whengamblingwasillegal, themarket (like
that for liquor when it was illegal) was con-
trolled by criminals. Themobranhorsebooks
and numbersgamesin every city.

Withtheadvent of LasV egas, themob saw
it’s chance to go legit and make some real
money. And, usingthe TeamstersUnion pen-
sion funds for investment capital, that’s just
what they did.

Soon, everyonewanted apieceof theaction,
from Indian tribesto hard-pressed state gov-
ernments, and in Nebraska, even small-town
city councils. The state lottery, with profits
earmarked for schools or prisons or parks,
became ubiquitous.

Casinos sprung up everywherefrom South
Dakotato Gary, Ind.,intheshadow of thesteel
mills. Bingo parlors and betting operations,
riverboat gambling salons and race tracks
multiplied.

So, of course, did gambling addiction and
the loss of homes, cars, marriages and fami-
lies.

But, when the state needs the money, who
cares?Right?

And Kansas needsthemoney, so gambling
isonthetableasthegovernor and L egislature
wrestle over the detail s of another deficit.

Slot machinesto savethestate' sracetracks,
and boost a few needy counties, including
Ford and Geary. Casinos to fuel economic
devel opment. Who knows what might come
next. Onebill provides county option for the
entirestate. Heck, we' |l all havecasinossoon.
Slotsat the corner c-store. Bingo at the bank.

Thelatest twistishavingthestatelottery run
the new games.

Thetake?

No oneis saying for sure, but maybe only
$50 millionor so. Not nearly enoughto solve
the state’ s budget problems. Only a good
economy will dothat.

Beware the state-run gambling enterprise,
by the way. When the mob ran the numbers
racket, it took just afew centsof every dollar.
When the state runs the numbers racket,
knownnow asastatelottery, ittypically takes
half.

The odds are better in Vegas than in most
state-run joints, but the losers lose just the
same.

The only winner isthe state, which having
failedtorunthemob out of thegambling busi-
ness, just takesover. And cutsthe payout.

Wedon’'t need moregamblinginKansas. It
can only hurt uswhilefailing to do much for
the state budget.

Likewesaid, abad ideaisabadidea.

—SeveHaynes

Storms violenceisashock

Wemust havebeentotally “ out of
the loop” yesterday not to have
heard athing about thetornadoesin
eastern Kansas and western Mis-
souri. When | went on-line early
Monday morning, | saw the head-
line: 29 Dead in Midwest.

Fouram. wasalittleearly tocall
JimandLinda, wholiveafewmiles
west of Lawrence, so | e-mailed

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
Out-Back@webtv.net
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them. | am, of course, assumingthat

someonewould haveletusknowif inthefrontyard.

Y ou canimaginemy horror upon

they weren't alright.

Thepictures| saw andthestories
| readlooked and sounded horrible.
People who have lived through a
tornado say thereisno other sound
likeit. Ascloseadescriptionasthey
can usually come up with isthat it
sounds like a freight train coming
right through their house.

Thetrail of destructionlookslike
atrain went through it, too. People
seemtohavesuchadazedlookinthe
aftermath of atornado. Probably a
mix of wonderment that they are
alive and confusion as to where to
start to pick up the pieces of their
lives.

—ob—

Jennifer invited usinfor Sunday
dinner. Itwasall deliciousand| told
her so. Her reply: “I’'m so proud of
myself. | got through the entire
preparation without having to call
you.”

Hey! If shecancook likethat, 1’11
becalling her.

When we pulledin to her drive-
way, though, we saw her dog, an
excitable Golden Retriever named
Abigail AlexandriaAuxier, tied up

When | wentinthehousel asked
Jennifer,“What did Abby do?Isshe
banished?”’

“Sheatethecake,” wasJennifer's
chilly reply.

Well, not ALL the cake. And
sinceAbby isfamily wejust cut out
her* samplesection” andfrostedthe
rest.

Oh, come on! Y ou know you
would have done the same thing. |
assured Jennifer that | would rather
eat after most dogsthan somepeople
| know.

Which, of course, reminds me of

Yearsago | usedto attend alittle
country church in Miami County.
The women of the congregation
would take turns baking a loaf of
breadfor thecommunionservice. It
was to be left whole so that the
preacher could break it and give
piecesto the congregants.

Itwasmy turnand | hadawakened
very early that morningto attend to
my responsibilities. The loaf had
risenproperly andwasbakedto per-
fection. | had setit onthecounter to
cool whilewegot ready for church.

returning to the kitchen and seeing
the family cat on the counter,
blithely gnawing away, right inthe
middle of theloaf. Notimeto bake
another one! What to do?

| didwhat any other self-respect-
ingbaker under that kind of pressure
woulddo. | cut off bothends, elimi-
nating the middle, cubed it up and
headed off for church. And until
now, the preacher and | were the
only oneswho knew it.

What' sthe statute of limitations
on serving pet-tested communion
bread?

(From theBibI@
\_ _J

Behold, Godismighty, and
despisethnotany: heismighty
in strength and wisdom. He
preserveth not the life of the
wicked: but givethrighttothe
poor. Hewithdraweth not his
eyesfrom therighteous. . ..
Job 36: 5, 6, 7a
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After thewarisover ....

It’ sfascinating how quiet theleft
is today, after a quick American
sweeptovictory inlrag.

Yes, victory. Victory in this
battle, at |east.

Even the vaunted Republican
Guard put up almost nofight asjust
a couple of American divisions
swept through their defenses and
right into downtown Baghdad. Our
success surprised even our com-
manders.

But remember while the troops
were on aroll, the commentators
who spouted doom and gloom at
every turn, who swore that we
couldn’t win, had the wrong plan,
and even if we won, would poison
Mideast relationsfor acentury?

Whereareall thoseretired gener-
alsand Newsweek correspondents

today, anyway?

Reloading, ismy best guess.

Being dead wrong doesn’t faze
theideological orthearmchair quar-
terback. They arehoningtheir argu-
mentsagai nsttheAmericanoccupa
tion, no matter how brief, and pre-
paring to second-guess American
policy in the coming months.

That’ stheir wholereason for be-
ing. And most of them are Ameri-
cans.

Toour credit, wealowthemtobe

AlongtheSappa
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By SteveHaynes

wrong.

Onethingthoseliberal vipersare
not doing, they are not out looking
for weapons of massdestruction.

A couple of thousand Defense
Department experts and specially
trained troops are, though. Their
searchhasbeenfrustrating, and cap-
tured Iraqi leadersstill maintainall
the chemical stocks had been de-
stroyed.

Maybethatisso. MobilelabsU.S.
forces have found had been | ooted,
butitappearedthey could havebeen
used to mix chemical agentsonthe
spot. There was no stockpile of in-
gredients, however.

It'shard totell what will turn up.
It seems unlikely that Saddam
HusseinwouldturnU.N.inspectors
looseinhiscountry unlesswhatever
he had was pretty well hidden.

Buttherehastobeareasonforall
those gasmasksand chemical suits

histroopshad with them.

And Saddam?Will wefind him?

One rumor hasit that if we do,
he'll blow himself up, taking his
captors with him. Another says he
isout of thecountry, lookingtojoin
Osama bin Laden, who seems tc
know how to hide.

Thetwoaren'treally onthesame
wavelength, though.
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Closertohome, thenew city street
signs do look nice. They’re not
rusted through and they’re quite
readable during the day. They’re
what thecity could afford thisyear.

Andthecity, likethe state, farm-
ersand alot of our businesses, isin
a budget crunch. No oneis real
happy about continual tax, fee and
rateincreases, soit seemsthebetter
part of valor to say that the council
and staff madetheright decisionfor
the minute.

Wedon’t havetolet town decay
( | etterstotheEditor

TotheEditor:

Empty storefronts and officesin
thebusinessdistrict, amarginal ex-
istence and future for the others.
Limited growth potential for even
theviableones.

Deteriorating awnings, cracked,
irregular and sinking sidewalks,
dirty and patched windows. A de-
clining agriculture economy and
population, loss of young people, a
narrowing tax and employment
base, sandwiched between two
larger communitieswithWal-Mart
stores.

Numerous homes for sale, few
new onesunder construction, empty
apartments. Tenth in the nation for
percentage population loss. Listed
as 105th county in the statein “A
Study of Economic ProgressAcross
Kansas.”

If we are to accept these facts as
immutable and inevitable, then de-
feat is certain. A self-fulfilling
prophecy hastaken place. Wehave
not died; wehavecommitted suicide

by apathy.

By thinking out of the box and
taking initiatives and responsibili-
tiesbeyondthat usually assumed by
the city council or county commis-
sioners, thefirst stepstowardrevers-
ing the decay can take place.

Decatur County’s strategic plan
hasbeenlaid out and accepted by the
state. Thetimehasarrivedfor devel-
opingtacticstoimplement theplan.
Themayor, city councilsand county
commissionerscan set thetoneand
give a sense of direction, and with
theEconomic Devel opment Corpo-
ration, Area Chamber of Com-
merce, service organizations and
clubs, developand executetheplan.

A step-by-stepexaminationof the
strategic plan needs to be done to
determinewhere, whenand how the
council and commissionerscantake
effective action. Any tactics
adopted must havetheprimary goal

of improvingtheeducational, socia
and economic life of the commu-
nity.

Therearefivepresent and poten-
tial income producers in Decatur
County:

1. Agriculture.

2. Industry — present and future.

3. Recreation.

4. Tourism.

5. Retirement.

None of these are separate enti-
ties; they arejoined and mixed. How
we asindividuals or organizations
make them work will determine
whether or not our community sur-
vives. Thereisnoknightin shining
armor who will ride in on awhite
horseand saveus; wemust doit our-
selves.

Jay Anderson, D.V.M.
Oberlin city councilman

|t'shard toleavesmall-town life

TotheEditor:

Aswe get older, we tend to do
some silly things. At least that is
what our kidsthink someof thetime.
Perhaps| feel alittle thisway now
as| prepareto tell my town “good-
bye.” Atleast for awhile.

Someday | will beback, probably
for avisit, or maybe up onthehill.

| shed afew tearswhen | think of
al thethings | am leaving here on
movingto Oklahoma(not Texas, as
has been reported). The decision
wasreached withmy daughters, af -
ter much persuading on their part,
that | need to be closer to them and
avoidall thework of ayardandlarge
home.

Oberlinwill alwaysbemy home.
It isagreat place. Where else can
you park downtown and not worry
about locking your car, or gointoa
store and have the merchants greet
you, andwhereyou canconsider all
of themyour friends. | know | won'’t
havethat in Jenks, Okla. But thisis
thechoicel havemade; | will make
the most of it, although | will re-
member many thingsinOberlinand
the surrounding areas.

Thecitizensof Oberlinhavebeen
sogoodtomethepast 26 yearssince
| moved here. | am sayinggood-bye
tomany, many friends, butl amalso
invitingthemto cometo Oklahoma
toseeme. It would begreat.

| have a couple of reservations
about leaving. | wouldreally liketo
havethelady whoborrowed my cro-
cheted tablecloth to returnit, as it
wasagift and personally crocheted
forme. Theother reservation| have
isthat theschool bell that sat on Sa-
rah Woolley’s desk for years was
giventomy mother-in-law, thelate
Kathy McKay, andMissWoolley’'s
name was engraved on the inside.
Thesearefamily mementos, andwe
wouldliketoseethemagain. Would
you helpusout?

| havealot of faithin Oberlin, the
community, andthepotential it has.
During the centennial, we discov-
eredthat it originally wastabbed as
the Queen City of Northwest Kan-
sas— and | believe that is still the
concept | associatewithit. Wecan't
justsit back andlettheworld goby;
we need to reach out and grasp it.
Y oucanbeassuredif | canhelppro-

Memorieskept her

TotheEditor:

I’ve enjoyed keeping up with
friends and students through your
publicationovertheyears. Thereare
too many names| no longer recog-
nize now.

K eep up the good work.

Judy Waterman, Euless, Texas

moteOberlin, | will beintheretoot-
ingmy horn, evenfromdown south.

I will be closeto Cheryl and her
family in Tulsa, and only an hour or
so by air from Jamieand Allisonin
Houston.

I will bewith my granddaughter,
Kara, asshereceivesher Doctor of
Pharmacy degree from Oklahoma
University, and with Kendrawhen
she receives her degree in Early
Childhood Development, and |
won't have to drive eight hours to
get there. Then later in the month,
my youngest granddaughter will
receiveher diplomaasshegraduates
from high school in Houston.

Thanksto all — especially the
“daves’ that havehel ped get meout
of town. Arethey really thisexciteo
toseemego?! will know someday.
God bless.

PhyllisMcKay
Oberlin
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