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L et’shelp our children
keep theschoolswehave

Voteyes.

Oberlin’ skidsdeserve good schools. They

need great teachers.
Don’t turnthem down.

Don't befooled by thosewho say theschool s

don’t need money.

They do. They need, infact, morethan will
comefromthesmall taxincreaseupfor avote

inthiselection.

Don't believe that ayesvote will solveall
the schools' problems, either. Thisisjust a

stopgap.

Thedistrict isgoing to befacing some seri-
ous cutbacks. It lost more than 10 percent of
its enrollment in just one year and may lose
another 5 percent this year. Under the state
budget formula, that’ sgoingto havetotrans-
late into fewer teachers and fewer classes at

both schools.

Thisisdedicatedtoall grandpar-
entsout there, especially thosethat
have grandkids visiting for aweek
or two thissummer.

Kara and | rendezvoused in
Wichitaover theweekendtodothe
“Taylor trade-off.” Theroad home
was uneventful, except | received
my first dandelion bouquet from a
roadside rest area along the way.
That waspretty special. And now, |
haveapaper cup vasefull of dande-
lion and bindweed blossoms.

We stopped to see my brother
Bob, and Taylorimpressedhimwith
her electronic toys. Which, of
course, neither henor | could oper-
ate.

Bob is taking another Spanish
courseand since Taylor hasabilin-
gual daycare provider, she had to
count for himin “Espafiol” and re-
cite all the Spanish phrases she
knows.

Right now, sheisjust likealan-
guagesponge. Shecanabsorbalan-
guage and not even know she’s
learning it. She will grow up just
knowing it. Since Grandmaknows
afew Spanish nouns, we'll try to
increaseher vocabulary whileshe's
here.

Taylorlovestoswing. Ever since
she can remember, we've had a
swing hangingfromabranchinthe
treeinfront of our house. There' sa
littled opetotheyardthereasit goes
downtomeetthestreet. It’ sjust per-
fect for akid to kind of back up the
hill, hop onto the swing and get a
littlelift asthey swing out. Shealso
likesto hang over the seat and spin.

What it sgoing to come down to isthis: If

we want to continue having good schoolsin

Oberlin, we're going to have to pay moreto
educate fewer children.

Theadternative will beto cut out programs

that makeadifferenceand give studentsl|ess.

To someextent, that will happen no matter
what we do. But we can support our school at

the polls Tuesday, and we should.

Thereisnot muchbesidesatax increasethat
will prop up the school budget. Enrollment

continues to decline and the state is broke.

ority.

Thereisno free money hiding anywhere.

It’ strue that people here are hurting as bad
asthe schools. We all are. But there need to
besomeprioritiesin publiclife.

And schools have long been Oberlin’ s pri-

Keepitthatway. Voteyes.—SeveHaynes.

|t'sgrandkid timeagain

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com

J

She'll “wind up” therope, then lift
her feet off the ground and twirl,
twirl, twirl asit unwinds.
Personally, | thinkit’ sasmuchthe
freedomtodoitasanythingthat she
likes. She'll head out thefront door,
callingback over her shoulder,“1'm
goingtogoswing. OK, Grandma?’
“Yeah, sure. That'sOK,” | say to
thedamming of thedoor. | know she
didn’t hear me. But that’ s OK, too.
Sheknew | would say, “Yes.”
After church Sunday, Taylor
went home for the afternoon with
her Aunt Jennifer and cousin Alex.
Wewent uplater toretrieveher and
when | inquired asto how they got
along, Jennifer said, “Y ou would
think they had beenraisedtogether.
They foughtlikesisters.” Not fight-
ing per se, just that annoying, con-
stant, “Al-lex” or “Mo-om, Taylor
won'tgimmeit.” But, of course, you
can't separatethem. That would be
apunishment.
Alexisabouttoexperienceafirst
in her life: sleep-over camp. She
leaves Tuesday for church camp,
and is excited and nervous at the
same time. Her best friend from
churchwent to an earlier camp and

Alex was apprehensive that she
wouldn’t know anyone. When she
learned that anew friend wasgoing
to the same camp, al waswell.
Alex will befine. Jennifer isthe
onel’mworried about. Thiswill be
her first camp, too, thefirsttimeshe
haslet Alex beaway with someone
other than family or an overnighter
at agirlfriend’ shouse.
Lettinggoisthehardest part. | al-
wayssaidthat if weasparentsdoour
job right, our children will want to
leaveus. That doesn’ t hel pus, how-
ever,inlearninghowtoletthemgo.

(From theBibI@
\_ _J

Y e are my witnesses, saith
the Lord, and my servant
whom | have chosen: that ye
may know andbelieveme, and
understandthat | amhe: before
metherewasno God formed,
neither shall therebeafter me.
I,evenl,amthelord; and be-
side me there is no saviour.
Isaiah 43: 10, 11
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Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer-
ald:

John Andrews, Perry, Ga.; Bettie
Janning, Storm Lake, la.; Dale K.
Claar, Dallas, John William Mont-
gomery, Dexter Arnold, Tucson,
Ariz.; Rex McGowne, San Angelo,
Texas; Rohm Whitaker, Casper,
Wyo.; Francis Kathka, Humans-
ville, Mo.; Harold Foster, Kansas
City,Mo.; GraceVan Sickel, Osce-
ola, Mo.; W.D. Cody, Tulsa, Okla,;
BeckieAlmaquist, Zumbrota, Minn.;
Marjorie Tacha, Huron, S.D.; Mrs.

Flora Edwards, Clarkston, Wash.;
Keitra Clark, Alvarado, Texas;
DonadA.Wolfe, St. Charles, Mo.;
James M. King, Oklahoma City;
Dennis Campbell, Oro Valley,
Ariz.; SarahHurla, Alexandreg, La,;

Cdlifornia: Norman Tally, Ven-
tura; Donald Feely, Hemet; Mrs.
William Benton, Merced; M.R.
White, Long Beach; Fred Wen-
nihan, Bakersfield;

Colorado: Rex Olson, Louisville;
Joe Shaw, Durango; Col. and Mrs.
Martin Brandt, Nancy Baumfalk,
Jerry Fear, Aurora; Clarence Ames,

Wayne Vernon, Melba Hartley,
GaenKrizek, Pueblo; Lori Brewer,
Limon; Roy A. McConnéll, Stras-
burg; M.W. Schissler, Denver; Rod
Steinmetz, TwoButtes; D.R. Rails-
back, Lakewood; Dixie Hofmann
Ruland, Littleton; James Kaspar,
Nione Rhodin, Loveland; Robert
W. Anderson, Corona Del Mar;
Kathryn George, Brush; Cynthia
Peterson, Idaho Springs;

Nebraska: Ray Berndt, Roger
Messinger, Tom Anderson, Murlin
Krizek, Evelyn Ploussard, Mc-
Cook.
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Shesayseducation worth cost

TotheEditor:

Asaguest at Oberlin Rotary this
past week, | was privileged to hear
Jake Leichliter, a1999 graduate of
Decatur Community High School
and a2003 graduate of the U.S. Air
ForceAcademy. Itwasgoodtolearn
that hishigh school classeshad pre-
pared him to compete, even excel,
in what is acknowledged as one of
the top academic programsin the
u.s.

Since then | have pondered our
future: will we be able to continue
to furnish the same quality educa-
tion not just for astudent like Jake,
but for all of our students, whether
they choose college, vo-tech, the
military or thejob force?| felt for-
tunate to have that opportunity, as
didmy children. Thoughmy grand-
children live elsawhere, | am con-
cerned for the children and grand-

( L etter stotheEditor

children of othersin this commu-
nity.

| regret local voters chose to opt
out of the intangible tax several
yearsago and that the state of Kan-
sascurrently is not able to meet its
commitments, butitismy hopethat
voterswill support thelocal option
budget increase until the economic
situation improves and the state is

abletodoso. | donotwanttoseeour
academic standards compromised,
and| feel that extracurricul ar activi-
ties, such as those offered by our
outstanding musi c department, ado
to the quality of lifefor students as
well as for our community as &
whole.
Jody Betts
Oberlin

Woman asksfor ‘yes vote

TotheEditor:

P easevoteyesfor our school, our
students, our teachersand our com-
munity. Support the standards we

have alwaysmaintained.
Cheryl Metcalf
Oberlin

Reader fedsboar d needstowakeup

TotheEditor:

A wisemantold meoncethereis
aplacewhere money and principle
meet. Has it met for the Oberlin
school district?

We all know that Robin Hood
robbed from the rich because the
poor don’'t haveany money.

Tuesday will bethefourth of five
timesthisboard hasasked for more
money. One more will comeup in
November, so get your yard signin
now. | takeissuewiththeboardand
the superintendent that achild can-
not beeducated without somefiscal
responsibility. Don’t they realize
Kansas has a financial problem?
Also the farmers have a problem,
andthat agreat portion of our popu-
lationison Social Security.

At this time, two-thirds of our
gradeschool teachersaremaxed out
at $40,000 per year. The red sheet

weall got states Atwood isamaxi-
mum local option budget, but they
combined a superintendent and
principal positionsoatleastthey are
trying.

The capital outlay could have
been spent on something besidethe
football field and athletic lockers,
maybe computers.

| think my healthinsurance, utili-
tiesand heating will also go up this
year, but I’ m not getting a5 percent
raise. They tell me we haven't re-
duced staff, but we lose 10 percent
of our school population each de-
cade. | hear people say we should
reduce staff and get rid of the bad
teachers. Weshould have donethat
20 years ago. My questionis, who
is representing those of usthat still
pay taxes?

» How about block teaching.

»Usinglibrariansand counselors

inthe classrooms.

« Lengthen the school day and
shortenthe school year.

* Retiresometeacher tohdf-time.

* Putting the $7 million building
project on the back burner.

A comment that the red sheet
makesisthat the state will not give
us any money without the district
spendingthemaximumlocal option
budget. Don’t hold your breath. |
would bet that they would raisethe
local option budget amount instead
of givingusmoremoney.

Wepay thesuperintendent alot of
money. Heis a bright guy, if the
board will let him do hisjob. We'll
havealeanandbetter educationsys-
tem, or arewegoingtomakelikethe
Titanic, because we are headed for
aniceberg?

Ronald Temple
Norcatur

Writer saystaxpayer shaveobligation

TotheEditor:

The taxpayers of the Oberlin
School District have an obligation
tothechildrenof our school district
just like the one our parents had
whenwewerechildren.

Our parents and the taxpayers of
this area met that obligation when
wewereyoung, andwemust today.

When | first heard of the tax in-
creasefortheschoal, | reactedmuch
asmany have... heremy taxesgo,
up again another couple hundred.
Thencommon senseprevailed, and
| looked at what was being pro-
posed.

Duetoacutin statefunding, de-
clining enrollment and increased
costsdirectly attributedtotheclass-
room, the schools need about
$170,000 more than current taxes
will provide. According to the best
school finance sources available,
that equatestojust at 2mills, or two

cents for each hundred dollars of
appraised valuation. Once | took a
look at this, | decided that the real
cost to each of us was pretty mini-
mal ... about $3 per month for the
average($60,000) homein Oberlin.

What | can’'t understand now is

why we are putting the issue to a

vote. Come on, what is $3 amonth

to meet the obligation we have tc

these, and the next leaders of this
world.

Ray Bryan

Oberlin

Taxincreasenot for upgrades

TotheEditor:

| just wanted to remind everyone
the school district’s local option
budget election isnot for aremod-
elingproject. Thisistopay teachers
salaries and fixed bills, such as
health insurance.

If youwerenot ableto attend the
publicmesting last week, thereisan
excellentinformational sheetinthe
businesses downtown. | encourage
everyoneto read thisand beanin-
formed voter. Health insurance for
theschool districtisover $100,000,

and heating nearly $25,000.

For a moderate-sized home, the
proposed local option budget is
about the cost of acoupleof pizzas,
orafew " cubes’ of Pepsi. Surely we
canal dothat.

Decatur County is shrinking.
Let’ snotloseany morefamilies. We
need the businesses we have, our
schoolsand our medical facilities.

V oteyesfor thefutureof Decatur
County.

Jeannie Gawith
Oberlin

Yar d saleshopper mad about ad

TotheEditor:

Thefollowingad appearedin The
McCook Gazetteon Thursday, July
17: Oberlin Community Garage
Sales- July 18and 19 - Mapsavail-
able at the chamber office after 3
p.m.onThursday, July 17th, all day
Friday and Saturday 7:30-10a.m.

| drove down from McCook this
morning, Friday, July 18,togotoall
the garage sales. When | arrived, |
found that the Chamber of Com-
merce office does not open until 9
a.m. | drove around town to see
where the garage saleswere. After
not finding any, | went into one of
the local businesses and was told
most of the garage sales were not
until that evening and Saturday. He
said some people were upset last
year whenthey drovedownearly for
thesales.

Whenl| finally got amap, | found
outtherewereonly twogaragesales
inOberlinonFriday morning. | then
found out only one of these was

open. That onegaragesalehadvery
nice individuals running it. They
mentioned that other people had
comethat stated they had driveninto
Oberlin from out of town to attend
thegaragesal es. Hementionedthey
were upset also about there being
only one garage sale on Friday
morning.

The Chamber needsto makethis

situation clear so they do not create
poor public relations, considering
thecost andtimeto comedown, for
thetown of Oberlin.
| did enjoy seeing many of the
nice looking homes in Oberlin.
Thank you for allowing meto ex-
press my concern.
Dennislrwin
McCook

Write

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. L etters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave,,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obherald@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and

expect readersto do likewise.

Wedo not publishformlettersor
letters about topics which do not
pertainto our area.

Letterswill not be censored, but
will beread and edited for formand
style, clarity, length and legality.
Wewill not publish attacks on pri-
vate individuals or businesses
which do not pertainto apublicis-
sue.



