Trangportation
secretary vigts
employees, area

By CYNTHIAHAYNES

Kansas Secretary of Transporta-
tion Deb Miller traveled through
northwest Kansas, District 3 of the
transportationsystem, last Tuesday,
stopping in both Norton and Good-
land.

“People tell you about things,”
shesaid, “ butthere’ snocomparison
to seeing them.”

Ms. Miller, whowasappointed by
Gov. Kathleen Sebeliusin January,
said sheistryingtovisital six dis-
tricts, looking at the work being
doneandtalkingtopeopleinthear-
eas, taxpayersand highway employ-
ees.

Besides her visit to Norton, she
was the speaker for a Rotary Club
meetingin Colby and met with edi-
torsof Nor’ West Newspapersafter-
ward. Shewent to Nortontoinspect
the airport and meet with depart-
ment employees, then headed for
Salina. Thenextday, shehad an ap-
pointment to speak at aluncheonin
Manhattan.

Earlier in the day, Ms. Miller
fielded questions on the state high-
way fund, the problems her depart-
ment ishavingwithmoney andwhy
all the roads around Colby are un-
der construction.

“Asawful ascongtructionis,” she
said,“improvementsarereally won-
derful.”

Ms. Miller said that when she
started working for the transporta-
tion department in the early 1980s,
thestatehighway systemhadfallen
into disrepair. Not enough money
had been spent on the roads and
things were headed downhill. The
Department of Transportation did
not haveagood reputation, shesaid.

Projectswerepromised but never
delivered, and who got what some-
times was determined by political
pull rather than need. Therewasalso
a contractor bid-rigging scandal
which gave the department ablack
eye.

However, in 1985, thestateinsti-
tuted apriority formulafor projects.
Every project was weighed by the
formula. Thenin1989,theL egisla-
ture passed the eight-year Compre-
hensive Highway Program and
Kansaswasonitsway torebuilding
itsroads.

She said analysts have said that
the road-building program enabled
K ansastoweather therecessionthat
hitinthe’ 90sbetter than most states.

In 1999, the L egislature passed
the Comprehensive Transportation
Program, a 10-year plan which
added airports and short-line rail-

roadsto the package.

Sincethen, however, thel egisla-
ture has cut money out of thetrans-
portation budget by keeping sales
tax revenuesfromthegeneral funds.
Itincreased thegasolinetax andve-
hicleregistrationfeestomakeupfor
that, shesaid.

Still the department has suffered
cutsinthelast four legislative ses-
sionsandlast year hadtoabsorbthe
expenses of the Highway Patrol
along with getting lessmoney.

Still since most of the depart-
ment’ smoney comesfromfeesand
federal money, Ms. Miller said, it
should be OK and would be ableto
finishoutitspromisedprojectsinthe
10yearsallotted.

If, however, if any more cutsare
made in the budget, she said, they
would not be able to finish al the
projects. Ms. Miller said shewould
consider extending the program by
twoyearstoavoidthat, but she' snot
afan of extension because all the
projects were picked in 1999. By
2009, there will be alot of new
thingsthat need doing, and extend-
ing the program will just put them
off longer.

However, she said, it would be
better to extend than cut. Once a
projectispromised, it must bedeliv-
ered, she said. Many parts of the
state are still angry because free-
ways promised in the 1980s have
never been built.

TheNo. 1 priority for her depart-
ment is maintenance, she said. Al-
though enhancements are good,
maintenanceisessential.

“Our pavement is good, but in
three, four or five years with no
maintenance, roads can go down-
hill,” shesaid. “Evenintighttimes,
it's shortsighted to not do mainte-
nance.”

Thestatehas set aside $3 million
ayear to help communities repair
airportsand$3millionayeartohelp
short-line railroads update and
maintain their tracks.

“Airports are not aluxury,” Ms.
Millersaid.“ They’ reanecessity for
air ambulances and businessin ru-
ral areas.

“1 think we' regetting somepretty
good projects(airport work) across
the state.”

Sheal sosaidthat shewaspleased
with the success of the short-line
railroad projects, which havehel ped
railroads move alot of wheat this
harvest season. The railroads can
movethe grain cheaper than trucks
can, shesaid, andthat keepsthetraf-
fic off the highways.

Board considerspolicy
on home-schooled kids

The Oberlin School Board had a
firstreadinglast Tuesday forahome
schooling policy recommended by
Superintendent Kelly Glodt.

A home school parent asked Mr.
Glodtlast year if ahomeschool stu-
dent could attend some classeslike
band or gym at the school. Thedis-
trict did not have a policy and the
board asked himtolook intoit.

The proposed policy states that
studentsenrolledinhomeschoolsin
the district may petitionthedistrict
to participate in any courses. The
district hastherighttoallow thestu-
dent to attend or not.

If thestudent attendsany classes,
he or shemust follow thedistrict’s
rulesand pay any feesthat apply.

BoardPresident ChrisBailey said
he thought the policy review com-
mitteeneededtolook at theproposal
beforeapprovingit.

Mr. Glodt said herealized that he
didn’t follow the usual procedure
but thought that with kids getting
enrolled, parentsmay want to know
if home school students can attend
classes.

Board Member DeWayne Jack-
son said that this meeting could be
considered the first reading of the
policy.

That way, if the committee re-
viewsthepolicy, thesecondreading
can be donein thefirst meeting in
August, and if the board wants to
approveit, they can.

Stockton nativetobehonored

LorenzoFuller Jr.,84,anAfrican-
Americanmusical prodigy whobe-
came atelevision pioneer in New
Y ork, isreturning to hishometown
of Stockton on Thursday.

A tributein his honor is planned
in Stockton’ srenovated NovaThe-
atre,517MainSt., at 8p.m. A recep-
tion will precede the program at 7
p.m.

Mr. Fuller graduated from the
University of Kansasin 1941 with
adegreeinmusic and went onto at-
tend the Julliard School in New
York. Heremainedin New Y ork to
embark on a career that included
performing on Broadway, on na-
tional radioand on early television.
Hewasthehost of a15-minute 1947
NBC musical show and becamethe
first black in the nation to have his
own television show, “Musical
Miniatures,” preceding Nat King
Cole sshow afew yearslater.

He is returning to his Kansas
hometown at therequest of atelevi-
sion producer and biographer, An-
gela Logan of Teaneck, N.J. The
July 24 tribute to Fuller is a fund-
raising event to help her produce a
documentary, “Lorenzo Fuller:
Black PioneerinEarly Television.”

Shesayshiscontributionstotelevi-
sion have been largely overlooked.
Her proposal todocument hiscareer
in video won her acceptance at the
Sundance Producers Conference
during summer 2002.

Smoky Hills Public Television
will film parts of the tribute for the
documentary, which will explore
Mr. Fuller’ slifeand career of mak-
ing history in Kansas, in the broad-
cast industry and among African-
Americans.

She said she selected July 24 for
the tribute to coincide with the an-
nual emancipation celebration of
Nicodemus, afrontier black settle-
ment in Graham County, about 20
miles west of Stockton on the
Solomon River.

“Mr. Fuller’s mother used to
marchintheannual paradeat Nico-
demus,” Ms. Logan said.

For details, contact Angela Lo-
gan, (201) 921-3833; Roger Hrabe,
RooksCounty EconomicDevel op-
ment Council, (785) 425-6881;
Twila Sanders, Stockton Chamber
of Commerce, (785) 425-6556;
Nova Theatre, (785) 425-6759; or
TimMcQuade, Smoky HillsPublic
Television, (785) 483-6990.
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TheNational Weather Servicein Goodland hasanexperimen-  behindthebuilding. Theblack soaker hosesspread aroundthe

tal devicethat listensfor tornadoes by detecting subaudible detection box gavethedeviceitsname.

sound. Nicknamed*theOctopus,” itisset upinthegrassy field

— Staff photo by Shannon Davidson

Thisoctopushbuilt to detect tornadoes

By SHANNON DAVIDSON
TheGoodland Star-News

There’ sanoctopussittingoutside
of Goodland, listening for torna-
does.

Really.

The Environmental Technology
Laboratory of Boulder, Colo., de-
veloped the Octopus, an infrasonic
devicedesignedfor detectionof tor-
nadoes. The experimental device
detects soundsthat are subaudible,
toolow for humansto hear.

Humans can hear down to about
20 hertz and the deviceisdesigned
to pick up sounds at about half that
wavelength, downto 10 hertz.

The Octopus is made up of four
sets of sensors surrounded by
soaker hoses, each about 50 feet
long, arrayed in afield around the

Goodland weather station.

“Recent research indicates that

strong, rotating thunderstormsgen-
erate low-frequency sound waves,

and sometimes these sound waves

appear tens of minutes before tor-

nado development,” saysanoteon
the Goodland National Weather

Serviceweb site.
Bruce Entwistle of the Nationa

Weather Service Forecast Office
explainedwhat theOctopusismade

of anditscapabilities.

“The soaker hoses are used to
measure very subtle pressure

changes, the thickness of a sheet of

paper,” hesaid.“ They work asalow
frequency ear drum. They arespread

out in order to detect from what di-
rectiontheinfrasoundsarecoming.
This arrangement gives the de-

viceitsoctopus-like appearance.
Similar unitshave beeninstalled
in Pueblo, Colo., andin Boulder.
“Theoctopuswill beusedincon-
junction with radar to better detect
the presence of tornadoes,” Ent-
wistlesaid. “ TheOctopuswill bein
Goodland as atria process. It was
installed June 18 and it will be here
at least through the summer and un-
til thunderstorm seasonisdone.”
Theinfrasonic detection devices
in Goodland and Pueblo are moni-
toredinBoul der by theenvironmen-
tal technol ogy lab, thoughforecast-
ershere also can accessthe data. If
the peoplein Boulder detect some-
thing, Entwistlesaid, they’ll call the
Goodland office.
Thetria will determineif inthe
futureforecasterswill beabletouse

the technology to help spot torna-
doesand funnel clouds.

“Local weather service people
have not had an opportunity to get
toknowthedevice,” Entwistlesaid,
“butif thetrial processgoeswell, the
Octopuswill beusedtoincorporate
sounddatafor real -timewarningsin
additionto radar.

“Sofar, the Octopushasdetected
acouple of signals and reports of
possiblefunnel clouds. Goodlandis
still waiting on fencesto go arounc
the set of four sensorsto help man-
agethehighwind speedsaroundthe
device.”

By providing detection capabili-
tieswhereradar can’t ook, such as
obstacles blocking the radar, the
Octopusisdesigned to help reduce
blind spots, the Boulder 1ab says.

Shop with these
merchants for

After

Harvest
Sales

Friday and Saturday ONLY
Buy 1- Get 1 Free

WARD DRUG STORE

Be sure to attend the OBA Auction
Saturday - July 26 - 10 A.M. at the old “The Bank”

Great Merchandise from Prairie Petals

Prairie Petals

Toll Free Number 1-866-901-3241

Special for

SundAEes

Reqular Small $1°
This Week 90¢

ReGUIAR LARGE $17°
This Week $1

This WEEk

\“.

20% Off on
Crystal

‘(e Dresser
SUNGILASSES - $3%

SUNHATS-$5-$10
ALL
SUMMER FASHIONS
25% - 35% OFF

Bargain Jewelry - from $1%
1Rack - 60% & more off

N

152 S. Penn
Downtown Oberlin
785-475-3407

We now accept these cardsfor your convenience:

mE e

Family-owned / operated since 1906

ddleman

Phone 475-2661 — Oberlin — Toll Free 1-800-794-3784
Service and value arethe cor ner stones of our business.

$2 Off All
N ~A Ol
Jeans, | #3

Shorts and St

Shirts

I
Stanle!

* - Hardware
149 S. Penn, Ober lin—785-475-2331

Joe & Regina Stanley, owners
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