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Eventsof Yesteryear

ByJody Betts )

100 YEARSAGO —June 1903

A carload of telephone poles
came in last week for use on the
phone systemintown.

The old St. James Hotel which
has been a noticeable landmark
since 1886 isbeing torn down.

BlindBooneisaroundinthispart
of thestateagain.

George Courtney’s family
moved to Norcatur Wednesday
taking charge of the Central Kan-
sas switchboard at that place.

Operationsare at astandstill for
the present pendingthearrival of a
rimmer. Thedrillersare very san-
guine of striking oil within avery
few feet of where they areat now.

The Central Kansas Telephone
Company has purchased the tele-
phone system at Norton and J. H.
Y oung has gone down to take
charge.

The county high school board
met and elected the following in-
structors: Prof. H. Q. Banta, prin-
cipal, salary $1,000; Harry Peters,
instructor in history and literature,
salary, $540; Earnest VanGundy,
instructor in business, $540; one
positionto befilled later.

75YEARSAGO —June1928

Robert A. Marksisthesubject of
our historical sketch this week.
Coming to Kansas from Ontario,
Canadain 1878 hewasin the gen-
eral mercantile business, later a
lumber yard and later his private
bank was called The Bank of
Oberlin and located in the brick
building now owned by the tele-
phone company. He withdrew
fromthebusinessin 1888, thegen-
eral collapse of real estate values
having caused himto suffer severe
financial loss.

Mrs.Marksdiedin 1896 andMr.
Marks was united in marriage to
MissMargaret Morrisonwhoisat
present is Oberlin’s capabl e post-
mistress. Oncomingto Oberlinthe
Marksfamily madetheir homeon
Rodehaver but later Mr. Marks
traded three farms for the fine 2-
story residence on Cass Avenue
that had been erected by Art Allen
andtheretheMarksfamily areever
glad to greet their friends.

The angel of death wielded his
sickle this past week and several
homes in Oberlin and the vicinity
have lost loved ones: Mr. George
Trometer, 77, of Dresden; Mrs.
Bert Vernon, 30, of Kanona; Mrs.
Oliver (Fannie June Pierce)
Fringer, 27 andMrs. Frank (Martha
NinetteVernon) Cathcart, 51.

Court House News: Mr. Oscar
Fred Anderson and Miss Mable
Fair, both of Oberlin, weregranted

amarriage license and married by
Rev. J. E. M. Chambers of the Ol-
ive Chapel Church.

Norcatur: Leslie Barnhart was
over from McCook Saturday for a
brief visit with relatives. We are
toldhewaspurchased by theCleve-
land, Ohio, ball club from the
McCook club for whom he had
been pitching for several weeks.

The Fourth of July celebration
sponsored by the AmericanLegion
will include: aparade; anafternoon
band concert and baseball game;
picture shows at the Opera House
and Wigwam Theatre and boxing
matchesand fireworksto follow.

The following graduates of De-
catur Community High School
passed the state Normal Training
exam: Edith Anderson, Muriel
Barratt, Ivah Brown, Ethel Martin,
Hazel Nelson, GenevievePittman,
LaVelle Sears, Aleen Vernon and
Mary Wade.

PrairieView: LeeBdl’slittlegirl
Laurene who was bitten by adog
afflictedwithrabiesistaking serum
treatments administered by Dr.
Smith of Norcatur.

50YEARSAGO — June 1953

The recent Kansas Tax Journal
showsthat the Decatur Community
High School school district has a
valuation of $10,000,000, an aver-
agedaily attendance of 234 and an
averagecost per student at $317.81
as compared to $440.62 at Colby.
The average tax levy among the 8
Northwest Kansas schoolsis 7.20
millsonadollar whileat Oberlinit
i$3.29. Only Oberlin, St. Francis,
Oakley and Hoxie have no bonded
indebtedness.

Dresden: Funeral serviceswere
held at Immaculate Conception
Churchin Leoville for Mrs. M. J.
Karls, 50, who died at Norton after
suffering from arthritisthe past 17
years. Sheis survived by her hus-
band, Mike, and three daughters.

County engineer Don Claussen
speaking to Oberlin Rotary Tues-
day noon reported that damage to
county roads and bridgesfrom the
8-10inchrainwhichfell May 28in
the south part of the county mostly
in the Prairie Dog Creek drainage
areaisestimated at $100,000. Mr.
Claussenaddedthat theterracing of
farm lands which holds back the
water and silt run-off isvery help-
ful in preventing road and bridge
washouts.

Wil cie Robbins of Atwood won
the local golf tournament Sunday
finishing the 27 holesin 94, or 11
strokesunder par. Hewasfollowed
by Oberlin’s Bobby Brown and
LaVerneDenker of Nebraska, both

of whomturned ina96.

New Arrivals: Mr. and Mrs.
Marvin Leitner, adaughter, Janice
Marie, June27; Mr.andMrs. Floyd
Eiler, ason, Ronald Charles, June
20; Mr. and Mrs. Myron Caster, a
daughter, June 21; Mr. and Mrs.
Henry Gronewoller, a son, David
Evan, June23.

DonnaWitt, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Clarence Witt of Cedar
Bluffs, was united in marriage to
Bill Goss, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Gallentine of Englewood,
Colo., at the Lyle Methodist
Church on June 14.

25YEARSAGO —June 1978

Farmers are counting the days
until they can get into the harvest
field to get what appearsto be a
fairly decent yield, somewhere
around 30-bushels per acre.

Marion Wenger wasinstalled as
president of Oberlin LionsClub at
the Thursday evening meeting held
at the Downtowner. He has had a
perfect attendance at Lions semi-
monthly meetings since he joined
in1973.

The handbell choir of 12 girls
which meets at the United Church
of Oberlin under the direction of
Cheryl Votapkawill leave July 17
for a10-day tour inwhichthey will
play eight concerts. Members are
Kim Grose, Kelly Brown, Amy
Anderson, Mary Dark, Melissa

Perrin, Patty Bryant, Merlou L oho-
efener, Shelley Amack, Cheri
Anderson, Gay Robertson and
LyndaV otapka.

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Helm of
Indianola, Neb., announce the en-
gagement of their daughter, Le-
Anna, to Michael Dempewolf, son
of Mr.andMrs. Gerald Dempewol f
of Oberlin. An August wedding is
planned.

A ceremony May 20 at Peace
L utheran ChurchinMcCook united
in marriage Nadia Jean Schmoker
and Michael Dean Schoup.

Norcatur; Mr. and Mrs. William
Roe will be honored on their 60th
wedding anniversary with arecep-
tionJune 25 at theNorcatur school.

In an errorless game with Mc-
Cook Monday night the Oberlin
American Legion team won 7-1
withBryan Glennpitchingall seven
innings.

Connie Jimenez and three mem-
bers of the Decatur Community
High School Spanish Club, Peggy
Gawith, Brad Euhusand Pam Man-
ning, returned | ast week froma10-
day tour of Mexico.

Funeral serviceswere held June
17for KermitHackney, 66. Hewas
the son of Georgeand Hattie (Gin-
ther) Hackney and grew up in the
Bassettville neighborhood. After
his marriage to Bette Lorimer in
1941 thecouplelivedonafarmwest
of Oberlin.

Let’'sGototheM useum

By Sharleen Wurm, co-director

Withharvest about ready andthe
weather hot and windy, Myrnaand
| have been enjoying our visitors.
Last week we had three couples
from foreign countries, aswell as
peoplefrom six states.

On two occasionswe had guests
from two parts of Germany. The
German couples were touring the
United States and saw our “out-
house” signs, aswasthecaseof our
visitors from South Africa.

While Myrnaisreading and in-
dexing the Norcatur Dispatch and
Register, shehasbeenfinding some
real interesting tidbits. These were
taken from the Norcatur Dispatch
of Jan. 9,1919. “Inordertokeep her
husband safein bed until fully well
of the flu, alady took all of her
husband’ sclothesto aneighbor for
safekeeping.” Someloving wife!

Alsofoundin the same Norcatur
paper: “ ThePresbyteriansdropped
agood many of their barrierslately,
and they are not so widely divided

from many of the other popular
churches now as they were afew
yearsago.”

Anothertidbit: “ A preacher went
at a newspaper man in this way.
Y oueditorsdo not tell thetruth, if
you did you could not live; the
newspaperswould all befailures'.
Theeditor replied: Y ou areright,
and the minister who will at all
timestell thewholetruth about his
members, dead or alive, will not
occupy the pulpit more than one
Sunday, and would have to leave
towninahurry. The press and the
pulpit go hand in hand with white-
wash brushes and pleasant words,
magnifying little virtues into big
ones. The pulpit, the pen and the
gravestone are the great salute
makingtriumvirate.” Andthemin-
ister turned away thinking, andthe
editor turned to hiswork and told
of the surpassing beauty of the
bride, when, in fact, she was as
homely asamud fence.”

LyleNews

ByHelenHelm

This community continues to
have rainy weather and the roads
are muddy. United Methodist
Women, usually held on Wednes-
day, waspostponed because of the
roads. On Thursday, an oil semi-
truck slipped off the road south of
Dean Jolly’s and held up traffic
until they found equipment large
enoughtopull it out.

High school friends of Maria
Helm, Sarah Jolly and Danette
Sughroue, were hostesses at a
bridal shower for her Saturday at
the Bartley City Park. Attending
from Lylewere Margaret Magers,
Marguerite Fullerton, June Jolly,
Helen Helm, Rhonda and Sarah
Jolly, also Deb and RebeccaHelm,
from Norcatur. Deb Helm wasthe
chauffeur for some of theladies.

Kathy Van Meter and her sister,
Margaret Wil son, Parachute, Colo.,
who has been a houseguest, drove
to Indianola, Neb., Saturday for
sauerkraut pizza. Mrs. Wilson had
heard so much about thepizza, she
wasanxioustotryit. OnFriday they
visited the Red Roof Peddler, in
Norcatur, and also met the dogs
who maketheir homewith Reaand
DeeMagers.

On Tuesday, Mrs. Wilson' sson,
Bud and Julieand children, Cobalt
and Tiffany, Westminster, Colo.,
arrived at the Van Meter home.
They had been at a family reunion
at the Lake of the Ozarks. They
stayed and|eft Wednesday morning
to return home, and to take Mrs.
Wilson to her homein Parachute.

Mrs. Veda Wood accompanied

Teresa Reves on June 13 to the
home of Teresa's parents at
Havensville. On Saturday they
droveinto Topekato visit Dwight
Wood, who is a student at the
School for the Blind. Dwight has
severely limited vision. While
there, Tina and David Wood, of
Omaha, cameto visit Dwight and
took Mrs. Wood with them to
Stroud, Okla., wherethey havepur-
chased acreage with a small log
cabinand plantobuildahomethere
later. Mrs. Wood pleased them by
making some jam from the black-
berrieson their property.
Davidand Tinatook Mrs. Wood
to Canadian, Okla, tovisit her sis-
ters, Sheryl and Richard Patterson,
and Dixieand ElvinWood. Shere-
turned hometo Omahawith David

and Tina, then David brought her
back to Lyle Sunday.

Mrs. June Jolly droveto Norton
Sunday. She and Karen Brown
played cardsat theEaglesL odgein
McCook, Monday. On Tuesday
sheattendedameetinginNortonon
safety. A noonlunchwasprovided

Margaret Magersplayed cardsat
the Decatur County Good Samari-
tan in Oberlin on Tuesday. Those
playing with her were resident,
Ivah Alexander, and volunteers,
AnnMinesand Dewaine Stapp.

Larry Van Otterloo, Oberlin,
took Marguerite Fullerton to
church servicesatLyleSunday. He
returned to the Fullerton home on
Monday and took care of some
fallen trees for her. Kathy Van
Meter called on her Thursday.

Midway News

ByMaryLou Olsen

Rexford News

ByZulaHorinek

Congratulationsto FranandVio-
let Holle, who cel ebrated their 55th
anniversary onJune20. Mrs. Holle
isthe former Violet Anderson, a
nativeof thiscommunity. They live
at Rt. 1, Box 14A, Atwood, Kan.,
67730.

Thosewho helped Elden Ander-
son celebrate his 75th birthday on
Sunday were Richard and Maureen
Anderson, Samantha, Chris and
Gabe; Gary Anderson; Gordonand
NormaAnderson, Dick and Donna
Kelley, Clay andKendraAnderson
and Jennie Swart.

Matt Cisneros of San Juan, Tex-
as, isvisiting friendsinthearea. His
father, Pastor Noel Cisneros, a
former pastor of the Herndon Cov-
enant Church, isservinginlraqg.

Rennie Olson of Irving, Texas,
and AmaliaMarksof Mulvanehave
beenvisiting Bob and Sally Ol son.

Y oung peoplefromtheHerndon
Covenant Church who are attend-

ing Trailblazer Camp thisweek at
Covenant HeightsBibleCampnear
Estes Park, Colo., are Rachel
Grafel, Jill and Blake Bergling,
Britta Noren, Noah and Mariah
Jones, and Becca Reuther. Mark
and Gail Bergling, and Cindi and
Kyle Grafel and family took them
out on Sunday.

Congratulations to Frank and
Margaret M cEvoy, whowerehon-
ored by their children and families
with a reception on Sunday at
Golden Age Center in Oberlin in
observance of their 40th wedding
anniversary. Those who assisted
were Lonnie and Mary McEvoy,
Ryan and Shane; Stan and Lisa
McEvoy, and Dawn and Brian
Beckman and Ethan. Evan Mc-
Evoy of Grand Junction, Colo.,
spent the previous weekend with
his parents to help them celebrate
the occasion early, since he was
unableto be herefor thereception.

Father’ s Day weekend guests of
Darrel and Margie Leh weretheir
daughter, SandraOlsson, of Ama-
rillo, Texas.

Nine members of the Social
Hour Club met on Wednesday at
theRed Barnwith GraceCheney as
hostess. Vesta Roth received a
birthday gift from her secret pal.
Bingo winners were Hulda Wark,
ZulaHorinek, Marg Leh and Jean
Hawkins.

Rex and Betty Carswell and Eula
Juenemann went to Alton on June
8toattendthe50thanniversary cel-
ebration honoring Rex and Eula's
cousins, Daryl andWildaCarswell.

The Rexford Bridge Club met
with Val Wark in Colby. Prizes
were won by Joy Davis, Jo Ann
Vaughn and Berneda Zoberst.
Guests were Helen Karls, Selden,
and Doris Oliver, Rexford. The
next meetingwill bewith Berneda
Zoberst on July 9.

Guests of Vesta Roth over the
weekend to help her celebrate her
birthday were her son, Rich, and
grandsons, Jason and Eric. They
took her out for dinner.

Lawrence and ZulaHorinek en-
joyedatriptoCalifornia. They went
to Sea World and saw Shamu.
LelandandLinda, her daughter and
son-in-law, took them for rides to
see San Diego. Thjey visited her
grandson, Lance Lunsway and
granddaughter, Lynette Perez, and
families. They also attended Lisa's
graduation. Her daughter, Patty
Ann Casey, went with me. Gary
Delzeit and Lawrence drove them
to Denver and met uson thereturn
trip. They enjoyed alot of seafood
down by theoceanfront, whichwas
atreat.

Marg Leh brought Lula Thieler
andEileenDibleto Rexford sothey
could attend the Social Hour Club.
We enjoyed having them.

JenningsNews

By SonyaGillespie

Mrs. GlendaHarris, Grand Junc-
tion, Colo.,andBrentand J.D. Har-
ris, Loveland, Colo., were |last
weekend guests of Lila and
LawrenceJennings. They alsovis-
itedat thehomesof Mildred Tacha,
GalenandMemeCarper, Donaand
EugeneMrstik, and Doyleand Kay
Brown. Before returning to Colo-
rado, they visited Daisy Stratton,
and Bub and Dorothy Johnston, at
Glen Elder.

Guests at the home of William
and Rachel Carter last weekend
were Ann and Dick Graner of
Bethany, Mo., and Allan and
Sherry Carter of Overland Park.

They cameto attend thewedding of
Mary Beth Stanley and Quentin
Flanaganin Colby. Mary Bethise
great-nieceof Rachel and William.
On Sunday Ken, Julie and Becky
Carter and Jesse, Megan, Clayton
and Anna Carter joined them for
dinner. Rachel and William were
alsocelebratingtheir 60th wedding
anniversary.

Ryan Musgrave, Ong, Neb., is
visiting at the homes of Lawrence,
Lilaand Brett Jennings. Michele
Jennings, Jordyn and Brendan of
Chapman, were last Thursday anc
Friday night guestsat the Jennings
home.

Herndon News

ByCarrol Ginther

Frank and Jean Huss were hon-
ored with asurprisesupper on June
7 to help them celebrate their 45th
wedding anniversary. Those at-
tending included: Ann and Bud
Jensen, Carolyn and Don Warner,
Omaha; MarolynHoffman, Gretna,
Neb.; Jeff, Deb and Justin Huss,
Culbertson; Bob and Linda Huss,
Daryl Huss and Arnetta Huff,
Herndon; Greg, Brenda, Ashleigh
and James Peterson, Ludell; Kent,
Beth, Morgan and Travis Huss,
Hays, and Gary and Donna Ol son,
McCook.

Thosewho enjoyed acookout at
the home of Damian and John
Marintzer on Father’'s Day were

Doris Marintzer, Doug
Bobinmyer, Carol and Dick
Kompus, Danny Joe Leitner, the
Karol Riener and Alan Solkofami-
lies, and Greg Pennington, Del
Solko, Don Solko and Chris anc
Kent Wood.

Adam Ketterl, son of David and
Judy Ketterl, is one of 10 Kansas
City Division students chosen tc
receive a scholarship from Mid-
west Dairy Association. A 2002
graduate of Herndon High School,
heiscurrently attending Northwest
Kansas Technical School at
Goodland and was named to the
honor roll for the spring semester
inthe auto tech department.

M ount Pleasant News

ByDianneBremer

John and Edith Tate spent
Wednesday and Thursday in To-
peka, where John attended retire-
ment planning meetings. They then
drovetoHot Springs, Ark., tospend
afew daysvisiting Jaron and Tara
Tatebeforereturninghomeon Sun-
day. Jay and Becky Tate left
Wednesday for Wichitawhere Jay
attended United  Methodist
Y outhvillemeetings Thursday and
Friday. Whiletheir parentswerein
Wichita, Dakotaand MollieMarie
were guests of their grandmother,
LindaRyan,inTescott. They all re-
turned home on Saturday.

Kelly Olson played in the Mid-

AmericaBasketball Tournamentin
Beloit over the weekend and re-
turned home on Sunday.

Wayneand LoisLarson accom-
panied JoanneWenddlin, Gretaand
Rory to Pratt Sunday afternoon
where they attended funeral ser-
vicesfor Mrs. Larson’s brother,
Robert Haas, on M onday. Suzanne
Cooper, Wichita, and Bill and
Bonnie Condit, Winfield, also at-
tended the funeral. Sympathy is
extended to Wayne and Lois
Larsonandtheir families.

Mr.andMrs. Walter May visited
Wilbur and LuVerne May Sunday
afternoon.

M cGraw News

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Emerick and
Tanner were Sunday evening
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Steve
Launchbaugh and family.

Sunday after churchMr.andMrs.
David Herrmann and Sarahvisited

Mr. and Mrs. John Herrmann.
Judy Gaumer and Ruth Bainter
spent Saturday in Norton shopping.
DanLewisandBill Jonesof Gar-
den City went totheregional Stude-
baker meeting at Grand Island.

Cedar LivingCenter

The ZCBJ Lodge held their
monthly meeting on the patio on
Sunday afternoon, June 15.

A socia hour was held on Mon-
day afternoontohonor al of thefa-
thers here. | ce cream was served
and storieswereread andtold about
fathers.

MyrnaJonesgavethemusicpro-
gram on Monday afternoon.

Don and Marie Thomas were
supper guests on Monday at the
home of Dennisand Kaylene Tho-
mas.

Darlene Stanley won the black-
out game at bingo on Tuesday af -
ternoon. L ouiseNauer wonthefirst
bingo.

Stuart Euhus gave the Bible
study lesson on Wednesday .

Resident’s Council met on the
patio Thursday afternoon. Plansfor
the Decatur County Fair in August
werediscussed.

Mary Uehlinattended abirthday
party for her great-grandson,
ChanceUehlin, on Thursday even-
ing at thehome of Mike and Jackie
Elwood.

The baking group made dough-
nutson Friday afternoon.

Larry Lyon, Norcatur, and
Evelyn Lyon ate lunch with A.W.
Lyon on Saturday in honor of his
birthday. Terry and Barbara Lyon
of Wichitawere guestsfor apizza
supper on the patio.

Monte and Marlene Rogers of
McCook gaveaninspirational mu-

sicprogramon Saturday afternoon.

Father Mathew of Sacred Heart
Catholic Church wasin charge of
theworship service on Sunday.

Recent visitors: Curtis, Connie
and Kim Meixner, Arkansas City;
GlemaMacy, Lebanon; Tom anc
Deb Ferriter, Denver; Joseph
Schmaderer, Ludell; Jerry Temple,
Larry Sumner, Larry Lyon, Norc-
atur; Paul and Kathy Nauer, L aw-
renceand LilaJennings, Jennings;
Carl Mumm, Don Ashley, Selden;
Gary Matheny, M cCook; Ron anc
Patti Uehlin, Danbury, Neb.;

Faye Miller, IraKolsky, Lyle
Gamblin, Fern Jording, Elaine
Bryan, Duane Jording, Juanita
Williby, Eula Juenemann, Marie
JeanVavroch, DoloresK oerperich,
Don Stapp, DannyeUehlin, Vivian
Bishop, Bernie and Othelia Vac-
ura, IreneFringer, Nadean Stoney,
Oberlin.

Traer News

ByMaralyn Courange

Maralyn and Rocky Courange,
and Dan and Kelly Brown, Lakin,
Kaitlin and Taylor of Oberlin, and
Shawn and Ryan Wheelbarger of
McCook, attended the wedding of
Becky Courange and David
Wolcottt at Bolles Canyon in
McCook on Saturday.
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