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WITHA CARFULL OF PAPERS, DorisMiller helpeddeliver TheRussell Daily  setting pagesintypetohel ping printanddeliver thenewspapers. Shesayssheal sokepta
Newssometimeinthe 1950s. Her jobincluded everythingfromtakingclassifiedsto watchful eyeonthecarriersand swept thefloor .

Starting at age 16,
tomboy took to job
IN paper’s backshop

By CYNTHIAHAYNES

DorisTittel Miller printed her own wedding invita-
tions, and by thetimeshewasmarriedin 1951, shehad
been working at newspapersfor ailmost fiveyears.

She' sheenatitever since, puttinginnearly 50years
(withacoupleof breaks) in back shopsand at thefront
counters of newspapers in her hometown of Russell,
Lyons, lola, Burlington and Oberlin.

These days, she’s semi-retired, working Saturday
morningsat The Oberlin Herald doing adsand typing
correspondent copy into the computer.

Over theyearsshe’ shandled marriage, childrenand
divorce and kept on working at her craft.

Whilethecomputer isher instrument today, sheused
to play adifferent tune, putting lead type together, as
this excerpt from The Lyons Daily News of Nov. 28,
1966 shows:

“ Spending eight hoursaday with doubletrucksand
deadlines, slugs and squirts, ems and ens might not
appeal to most women. However, Dorissaysshelikes
it and doesn’t mind the daily pressure that mountsto-
ward presstime. After putting the paper tobed, shethen
goes home to the equally challenging task of putting
youngstersto bed.

“Althoughnew inher present job, Dorishashad con-
siderable experience in printing, a trade which few
women enter. Perhaps most who do are involved not
by choice but by the fate of having married acountry
editor who needshelp inthe shop. However, the occu-
pation has advantages, in allowing awomanto earna
man’ swages, andtofind ajoba most anywhere. Doris
saysshehasbeen surprised at how easily shehasfound
work wherever thefamily hasmoved.”

BorninRussell County, DorisTittel wasever atom-
boy. When she wanted ajob at 16, in 1946, her Aunt
Martha suggested she ask at The County News in

Russell, whosepublisher, Lowell Hogue, waslooking
for aboy to sweep out the shop.

She started sweeping and was soon throwing hand-
set type. When The County Newswassold, Mr. Hogue
got Dorisajob baby-sitting.

Within two weeks, shewalked into the News office
and told Russ Townsley, the new publisher, that she
worked there and asked what to do.

“Whatever you did before,” hereplied.

Doriswasback inthe newsbusiness.

After marrying Raymond Millerin1951, thecouple
movedto Oklahomabut soonreturnedtoRussell. From
1954 to 1957, Dorisran her own print shop. In 1957,
she returned to The News and in 1960, she moved to
Chase and Hutchinson. In 1963, she started full-time
at The Lyons Daily News whileraising her three chil-
dren, Connie, Roger and Richard.

InJuly of 1971, shewenttowork for ThelolaRegis-
ter. Later, she moved to Burlington when the lolapa-
per switched from hot metal to offset.

She worked for The Burlington Daily Republican
until 1976, whenshemovedto Oberlinand startedwork
at The Herald. She made the switch from lead typeto
“cold” paper type and thento computers.

Besidesher family and her job, Dorislovesbaseball,
fishing and playing Bingo. She belonged to abowling
league for many years and hel ped with youth softball
both asacoach and an umpire.

Back in 1973, she was interviewed by The Russell
Daily Newsabout her job.

“1 alwayswork aslong asit doesn’ tinterferewithmy
bowling,” shesaid, “andthat’ sthetruth.”

Shedoesn’t bowl or work muchanymore, butthere’s
still Bingoandwatching the Colorado Rockiesontele-
vision, along with the occasional visit with her nine
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

L EARNING T O USE new Macintoshcomputers, OberlinHeraldNewsEditor ConnieGrafel
(left) looked over DorisMiller’ sshoulder inthispicturepublishedin April 1988.



