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INHISJOHN DEERE COM BINE Doyle Brown while eating. Mllllcent Brown (belowleft) watched her

(above) gotready tocall it quitsfor supper time. Kurt Brown father eat near the wheat field.
(below right) pointed at hisbrother-in-law, Gordon Kuntz,

Family spends
harvesttime
togetherinfidd

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

ThebiggreenJohnDeerecom-
bineturnedright, headingfor the
next passof wheatinthefieldjust
outside of Kanona.

Thesunwasbeating downand
agray cloudwasheadinginfrom
the west, putting Cheyenne,
Sherman and Wallace Counties
under astormwarning. Butthere
till wasn't one out for Decatur
County, and there was wheat to
cut, so Doyle Brown continued
on.

It was Saturday evening about
6 p.m., almost time to break for
supper. The family had just
started cutting the fields on Fri-
day.

Mr. Brown said in September
whenitistimeto plant wheat that
hedoesmost of it by himself, but
someof thefamily returnsfor the
harvest.

JoiningMr. Brownwashisson
Kurt, of Quinter whowasdriving
the tractor, and son-in-law Gor-
don Kuntz of Hays, who is mar-
ried to his daughter Kara, who
wasdriving thetruck.

All cameinjustfortheharvest.

So far, things are going pretty
good, said Mr. Brown. The or-
ganic wheat, grown with no
chemical fertilizer orweedkiller,
wasyielding 30 bushelsper acre
with at least weights of 60 to 61
pounds.
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Mr. Brown said the family is
hauling the wheat to abin, sinceit
needsto bekept separatefromany
other grain.

Growingorganicmeans, hesaid,
that they don’t use any man-made
chemicals. Itisall natural.

Thisisthefirstyearthatall of his
fields have been certified organic.
Toprovethat afieldiscertified, he
said, records haveto be shown for
threeyearsonthefield.

Part of hisground has been cer-
tifiedfor 10years, butthisisthefirst
year it hasall been certified.

Each year, he has to send a
sampletotheKansasOrganic Pro-
ducers Association. A representa-
tivealso comesout and checksthe
information and equipment each

Rain stopscutting
acrossthecounty

Combines shut down Saturday
and hadn’t resumed work asof mid
afternoon M onday after rain soaked
Decatur County, but farmers
weren’t complaining. After two
yearsof drought, they needtherain
for fall crops.

The area got anywhere between
.700f aninchtoover 2inches, mak-
ing thewheat too wet and thefields
too muddy for harvest to continue.

Beforetherainsstarted Saturday
night, elevatorsin the areatook in
700,000 bushels according to the
harvest office report. The test
weights ranged from 57 to 63
pounds per bushel.

Thereport saidthat harvestwould
be mostly completed by Friday if it
didn’t rain anymore.

At D& S Grain in Traer, Office

Manager Shirley Nichols said she
thought that areareceived about .80
of aninchof rain Saturday night. She
saidthecutting had stopped andthey
werehopingtoget back inthefields
Monday afternoon or evening.

Shesaid shehasn’t heard anyone
complain about therain, but it may
makeharvest|ast morethanthenor-
mal two weeks.

So far, she said, farmers have
brought in over 100,000 bushels
withtest weightsaveraging around
42 to 60 pounds per bushel.

At Norcatur Grain, Manager
Janice O’ Hare said beforetherains
started, the elevator had brought in
160,000 bushels.

Even before the rain, the wheat
wastill kind of wet and harvest had

(SeeRAIN on Page 8A)

— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Brandt

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The Oberlin City Council may
have some tough decisions in the
near future about the city’s water
supply, which hasbeendroppingin
recent years.

Thefactthat thewater level inthe
city wellsisdroppingisn’t newsto
the council. For the last five or so
years, the city hasbeen working on
a project to not only blend water
from contaminated wells into the
system, but to try to find more and
better water.

Recently, thecity purchasedland
southof townwithanirrigationwell
onitwiththeideathat they coul dfill
out the paperwork and make it a
| municipal well. Then testsshowed
that the water has three times too
much uranium in the water as state
andfederal healthregulationsallow.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said that so far this summer, the

water level in city wells has held
steady, after dropping with heavy
usethelast coupleof years. It seems
that things are stabilizing, he said,
but there hasn’t been any risein
water levels, either.

“Overthelast coupleof years, we
havelostwater,” saidMr. Shike. “It
will take some wet yearsto gain it
back.”

In well No. 10 east of town, the
city hasrecorded adrop in water of
1foot, 6 inchessince August 2002.
Inwell No. 9, also east of town, the
level has dropped four feet since
January 1999. Well No. 11, which

year. Thisyear they came out in
May.

When he drills the wheat, he
doesput downacommercial fertil-
izer made of homogenizedfish ail
added to water. Thisdates back to
when the Indians put fish in the
ground with the corn seed.

Mr. Brown said a pump on the
seeddrill putsonabouttwogallons
an acre asnutrientsfor thewheat.

Weeds are another problem, he
said. Inorder to get rid of them, he
usesarotary hoe, whichdigsupthe
ground around thewheat and kills
theweeds.

Beforethat, he said, hewasdo-
ing no-till fields, using a lot of
chemicalslikeeveryoneelse. Mr.
Brownsaidit camedowntohisal-

lergies. Hesaidhewasallergicto
thechemicalsusedinno-till. The
other thing wasthat when hewas
doing no-till, he noticed it was
hard to even put ascrewdriver in
the ground and now he can just
scrapeit with hishand.

saidhehasn’t missed but onehar-
vest since he was 7. Herecalls
driving the lead tractor one sum-
mer whenit was muddy and pull-
ingacombine. Sincethen, hesaid
hemissedoneharvestin 1973 be-
causehehad avirus.

The family starts the cutting
around 9:30 am. and then works
into the evening. The crew takes
ashort break for lunchand supper

(SeeHARVEST on Page8A)

TheOberlin School Boardagreed
at an early morning meeting Mon-
day to ask the public in a special
election this month to allow anin-
creaseinthelocal optionbudget up
to 5 percent for no longer than five
years.

Theboard approvedthe property
taxincreaseover amonthago, buta
petitionsignedby 172 peopleinthe
district meant that the board had ei-
ther to drop the hike or hold a spe-
cial election.

Thelocal budgetisnow setat 13.1
percent of thetotal general budget,
and would go to 18.1 percent. The
money comes from property taxes
paid on land and property in the
county. The maximum rate is 25
percent of thetotal budget. General
fund money isused to pay teachers
and employeesand general operat-

Borninto farming, Mr. Brown

City faces
decisons
onwater

Council may havetogo
toatreatment system

is by the bowling alley south of
town, has dropped 2.8 feet since
January 1999.

Right now, the city is using just
two wells, No 10 and No. 11. The
city hasn’t used anew pipeto blenc
water from No. 6, because, Mr.
Shike said, the well doesn’t have
enough capacity and istoo highin
nitrates. Theplan wasto blend with
thenew well but that isn’t an option
because of the uranium.

Well No. 10isthebiggest well the
city has. No. 9 can't be pumped at
thesametimebecausethewel | seast
of town aretoo closetogether.

Mr. Shike said the city is pump-
ing 756,000 gallonsaday out of No.
10 and 432,000 out of No. 11. That
means the city is pumping 1.118
million gallons aday, closeto ca
pacity for the two wells of 1.2 mil-
lion.

Sofar, saidMr. Shike, thecity has
been abletofill thewater tower ev-
ery day.

Mayor Ken Shobeand Mr. Shike
havetalked about starting watering
restrictions again this summer, but
the council hasn’t gotten in on the
discussionsyet.

By thistimelastyear, thecity was
using even/odd watering days ac-
cording to addresses, but then, last
year it wasn't raining.

Thetrigger tostart thewater con-
servationplanisif thecity ispump-
ing 1.2 million gallons aday, Mr.
Shikesaid, andthey areclose. Stage

(SeeWATER on Page 8A)

Board decides
toask voters
for taxincrease

ing expenses.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt saic
it was a unanimous vote for the
board, meeting at 7 am. at thedis-
trict office, to have the election
Tuesday, July 29. The last day tc
register tovotewill beMonday, July
14 at5p.m.

Mr. Glodt said the board didn’t
have much choice. The district
needs the increase for next year’ s
budget, he said, and the budget has
tobeturnedintothestateby Aug. 15.

Theboard planson hol ding town
meetings in Norcatur and Oberlin,
but the dates haven't been set.

Mr. Glodtsaidheiswillingtogive
presentations or answer questions
for any organization. He said any-
one interested in hearing about the
electionshouldcall theofficeat 475-
3805.

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The pheasant population will
grow by about 270 birds Friday
when three men who have been
raisingaflock of chicksforthelast
7 1/2 weeks release them into the
wild.

One of those men is Dave
Bergling, advertising manager for
The Oberlin Herald, who lives
about four milessouth of theturn-
off to Herndon on U.S. 36. The
project isshared by Mr. Bergling,
Steve Arnold and Clay Anderson.

Mr. Bergling said nearly two
months ago, he picked up 300
pheasants the day they hatched
from Beaver Creek Game Birds
west of Atwood. The birds were
taken in cardboard boxes and cat
carriersto Mr. Bergling's farm,
where they got settled into their

Pheasant popul alionwi II grow Friday

#
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ONE OF THE 270 Bl RDSstood onahay balelnthebarn
at DaveBergling’ splace. Thepheasantswill berel eased Fri-

new homeinabarn. hasbeen checkingthebarnat |east
Ever since then, Mr. Bergling twiceaday to makethesurethere

isfood, water and that nothing bad
has happened to hisbabies. While
heis at work, another one of the
men comesinand checksthebirds.

Before the pheasants moved in,
he said, the barn hadn’t been used
for much except asaplacefor the
catsto sleep.

Thesmall birds, 90to 95 percent
female, lived under two brooders
thefirst couple of weeks. Thefirst
week, the temperature for the
pheasantshadtobecontrolledat 95
degrees, he said, and then each
week after that it could get 5 de-
greescooler.

After afew weeks, the birds
startedtomovearoundandfly. Mr.
Bergling said he set up heat lamps
around the barn so the birds could
stay warm. Thereishay onthefloor
for themto nestleinto.

(SeeBIRDS on Page 8A)
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*Harves
bringsback
memories

(Continued from Page 1A)
inthe field. Mr. Brown said they
farm thefamily land, including the
Brown homestead near Kanona,
which was cut on Friday.

If theweather holds, hesaid, they
plannedtobedoneby Tuesday. Fri-
day evening, there was somerain,
but they cut straight throughiit.

With organic farming, said Mr.
Brown, you can't just useany seed.
In the beginning the family had to
buy seed and then raise it organi-
cally. Now they havetheir own cer-
tified organically grownseedwhich
they plant.

When they first started in the or-
ganic market, Mr. Brown said he
used to have to spend alot of time
onthephonelookingfor buyers, but
now peoplecall him.

He said over the years, he has
raised everything, but is now just
growing wheat and milo. Heistry-
ingtofindamarket for organicmilo,
and he said hehasafew leads.

“Wetry nottogrow anythingthat
peopledon’t want,” he added.

Mr. Brown said the wheat |ooks
good so far. The rain thisyear has
beengreat, athoughhehadaterrible
timegetting mil o planted becauseof
al themoisture.

Hesaid hewon’t complain about
the moisture, however. Even the
pasturesaregreen.

Around 6:30 p.m., the family
stopped for supper. Kay, Doyle's
wife, Vaerieand the newest mem-
ber of the Brown family, Millicent
51/2 monthsold, brought out sand-
wiches, chipsand aspecial kind of
cakecookie.

While Millicent chewed on her
feet, theadultsate and talked about
some of the traditional foods they
eat during harvest: fried chicken,
beef and noodl es, tater tot casserole,
chocolate cake and one kind of
baked sandwichwhichwasn't afa-
vorite among al of them. Some of
the reci pes have been passed down
and otherswere new.

Supperdidn’tlastverylong. With
the gray clouds moving in closer,
Mr. Brown headed back tothecom-
binewithacakecookieinhand. He
dumped thewheat into the cart and
headed back to thefield to cut.

He said the kids talk about com-
ingback totakeover thefamily busi-
ness and maybe retiring here. He
saidhedoesn’tknow if that will hap-
pen, but that ispart of thereason he
doeswhat he does.

* Raingopscutting,
but still welcome

(Continued from Page 1A)
been somewhat slow, she said.
Intown, they received 1.30inches
fromtherain, andintheareareports
rangedfrom.70toover twoinches.
Mrs. O’ Haresaidshehasn'theard
any complaintsabout therain.
Some people say they wish it
would have waited until after har-

vest, but after twodry yearswithno
corn, the farmers all know that it
helps.

She said as of Monday, they
hadn’t brought inany grain.

The Decatur Co-op in Oberlin,
Hansen-Mueller, and elevatorsin
Selden and Kanonawerecalled but
therewasno oneavailabletotalk.

Group askscounty
for program money

Two representatives from the
Northwest Local Environmental
Protection Group met with the
Decatur County commissionersto
ask for $1,100 to keep the program
going.

A few months ago, Mike Balt-
hazar met with commissionerstolet
them know that the servicewasgo-
ingtoreceivelessmoney becauseof
the budget shortfallswith the state.
Commissionerssaidthey wouldlike
toseefeesfor thosewho usetheser-
vice, but they didn’t want them so
high that the service wouldn’t be
used.

Tuesday, June 17, Mr. Balthazar
said the group’ s board took afive-
year average of the servicesin the
counties they served and came up
with an amount for each county to
pay based on what isdonein each.

For Decatur County, that amount
is$1,104.

He said the board voted on the
feesand they will start in January.

With help from grants, said Mr.
Balthazar, theservicehasbeenable
to put $30,000 into reserve funds.

Commissioner RalphUnger said
if thecounty picksupany morefees,
they are going to haveto start pay-
ing out of reserves. With state cuts,
he said, the county isalready going
totakeacut.

Mr. Balthazar said heisn’'t op-
posedtogoingback totheboard and
asking if the fees can start January
2005.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch

said asheunderstandsit, thecounty
will be charged for every well and
waste water system inspected. The
people with the well or septic sys-
tem won't pay anything, said Mr.
Unger. Mr. Balthazar agreed.

Mr. Unger said the commission-
ersasked for reasonablefees.

The county can’t pick up every-
thingthestatehasdropped, said Mr.
Unger, asking what other counties
aredoing.

Atfirst Mr. Bathazar said Deca-
tur County wastheonly oneto sug-
gest fees. Mr. Unger said he had
talked with other commissioners
whowantedfees. Mr. Balthazar said
thereweresomeother counties. He
said for the bigger counties, it is
easier for the county to give $1,000
to $1,500.

He said the group is a not-for-
profit agency.

Mr. Unger said the service can
chargethe$5for thewater test, plus
the cost of salary and mileage, and
till have a reasonable fee for the
users.

Hesaid thecounty can put there-
quest in the file and see what hap-
pens come budget time. He said he
was disappointed that the service
did nothing with the idea of charg-
ing feesto theusers.

Mr. Balthazar saiditisimportant
foral thecountiesintheservicearea
tostick together or thecountiesthat
chooseto stay inthegroupwill end
up possibly paying more.

McCook, NE 69001
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Laminate Flooring (Special Oak)
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WITH A PH EASANT CUPPED in his hands, Dave Bergling told Ky’ Lee Kolar, 3, and

Kari Davis, 11, they could pet the bird. — Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

* Birdsraised by threemen

(Continued from Page 1A)

The birds were on game bird
starter feed, finely ground corn, at
first. They ate that for the first six
weeks, but now they areonagrower
feed which doesn’t have as much
proteininit.

Mr. Berglingsaidhehasal sobeen
throwing ground-up corn on the
ground to teach the pheasants how
toforage.

Most of thefood, he said, he has
purchased from Mizer Milling in
Atwood. Sofar heestimated that he
has gone through 500 pounds of
food, which runs at $8 for a 50-
pound bag for starter and $7.50 for
grower.

The kind of food isn’t the only
thing that has changed with the
birds' eating habits over the last
weeks. Mr. Bergling said the birds
drank around seven gallons of wa-
ter aday at first and are now up to
11galons.

About 30 birds have died, he
thinks, thoughitishardto count the
survivors as they run around the
barn.

In the first few weeks, he said,
someof theruntswerekilled by the

other birds and others have had ac-
cidents. Noneof thebirdshavebeen
killed by any kind of predator.

Mr. Bergling heard about thepro-
gram through the Rawlins County
Sportsman’ sAssociation, towhich
hebelongs. Hesaid hesignedupfor
thechicksat thebanquet. Theasso-
ciation paid for the birds and gave
the men seed for pheasant food
plots.

The rules are that the birds have
tobereleased, and althoughthey can
gooutontheir ownat six weeks, the
survival rateisbetter at eight weeks,
said Mr. Bergling.

Therehastobecover, food places
andwater for thebirdsoncethey are
released.

Mr. Berglingsaidtheideaistotry
toget someof thebirdstocarry over
andtore-populatethearea. Thesur-
viva rateinthewildisso-so, hesaid,
athough it will be better this year
than last year since there is more
cover and water.

Theplan, said Mr. Bergling, isto
let them go on the Fourth of July.
There are already some food plots
out and he said he plans to dump
some ground corn to get the birds

started. Thereisapond with water
for the birds. There will also be
wheat onthegroundfromthefields
that surround the Bergling home.

With the hot weather recently,
Mr. Bergling thought about kicking
the birds out of the barn, but since
they weren'tyet eightweeksold, he,
instead, set up fansand adrip sys-
tem to keep them cool.

Although thisis a first-time
project, Mr. Bergling said hewould
doitagain. Hesaid heislearning a
lot and hasput alot of work into the
wholething.

Nexttime, hesaid, hewouldlike
to do maybe 200 birds instead of
300, which might save some of the
smaller ones.

Mr. Bergling saidalthoughhehas
never raisedthebirdsbefore, hehas
already released 16 full grown hens
on the property. He said he knows
at least three of them survived and
at least onehasachick.

Anavidhunter, Mr.Berglingsaid
the project has been fun and he
hopes others get into it because if
only 10 percent of thebirdssurvive,
thatis30percent morethanthearea
hasnow. Hesaidhe' dbegladtogive
adviceif anyonewantsit.

Council approvesappointments

TheOberlin City Council hasap-
proved appointments of two mem-
bers to the Arts and Humanities
Commission.

Dr. Gary Fredrickson was ap-
pointed to another term and JOAnn
Neidentha wasappointedtoreplace
Leigh Davis, English and drama
teacher at Decatur Community High
School. Bothtermswill endin July
2006.

The council also approved the
appointment of Councilman Joe
Stanley to replace Mayor Ken

Shobeonthe Conventionand Visi-
torsBureauboard. Thetermexpires
in January.

The council approved an ordi-
nance tabled at the previous meet-
ing to extend all city ordinancesto
include Sappa Park.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said the payment for 2003 had been
made on the sprinkler system at the
golf course.

Mr. Shikesaid herecently toured
Sappa Valley Y outh Ranch with

Cost Share Funds
(Non-Point Source)

The Decatur County Conservation District will be
taking cost share applications from
through

July 7

“Funding is provided by the State Conservation
Commission through appropriation from the Kansas
Water Plan Fund.”

Eligible practicesinclude:
Household septic systems, livestock practices

July 18

(waste lagoons, feedlot windbreaks, livestock wells/
pipelines), and the plugging of abandoned wells.

Our officeislocated on South Hwy. 83 in Oberlin
For more information call (785) 475-3131 Ext. 101
Ask for Diana Solko.

Administrator Sue Glodt. He said
theranch now has36 kidsand heis
impressed with al Mrs. Glodt has
accomplishedinher shorttimeatthe
ranch.

In other business, the council ;

*Heldal5-minuteclosed session
for attorney/client privilege with
City Attorney Steve Hirsch. There
was no action taken.

*Heardthat fireworkscanbesold
inthecity limitsbetween Friday and
Saturday, July 5.

R.J. METCALF

181 S. Penn, Oberlin, Kansas 67749

*Water
choices
tocome

(Continued from Page 1A)

1 of the water emergency planise
“water watch,” whichincludesedu-
cating people and asking them tc
conserve water through voluntary
measures. Thesecond stageisgoing
to amandatory even/odd watering
system.

“Atthemoment, thecity isOK,”
said Mr. Shike “but if we get days
likelast weekend, itreally sucksthe
moisture away fast. Right now, it
just depends on the weather.”

Mr. Shike said because of the
timely rainsthisspring, thecity hao
turned off the sprinkler system in
City Park. Hesaid it wasn' t right tc
ask people not to water when the
park wasstill beingwatered. Hesaid
hedidn’tknow if thewater had been
turned back on yet.

Withthecurrent situationandthe
new well being so highinuranium,
hesaid, hethinksthecity isgoingto
consider treating some water. The
council isgoing to haveto sit down
andwork thenumbersand seewhat
isthe most cost effective, he said.
That will add to an already heavy
burden of improvements on the
city’ sschedule

“We have a waste (water treat-
ment) plant that hastobedoneintwo
years,” said Mr. Shike. “and water
treatment that hasto be done. It i<
overwhelmingtofigureout what do
whilenot throwing everything el se
away that needsto bedone away.”

Tower
payment
discussed

Decatur County commissioners
talked with the sheriff about arent
bill for atower which holds are-
peater for county radios.

Atarecent meeting, commission-
ersreceived a bill for $3,900 for
three years' rent for space on the
tower from afirm known as SBA.
Thetower had beenownedby afirm
called WES KAN, and the county
signedacontractwiththat firmthree
yearsago.

The county paid rent from Octo-
ber 2000 to May 2001, said county
clerk MarylinHorn,andthendidn’t
receiveabill againuntil last month.
SBA istryingtocollect for thepast-
duebill that the county would have
paid to WES KAN at $1,300 per
year.

Sheriff Ken Badsky said at the
meeting Tuesday, June 17, thetower
at Kanonais300feettall. Hesaid he
knows of one that is supposedly
abandonedwhichis180feettall just
south of Oberlin. Thereisapossi-
bility withtheelevation of theland,
they would lose 150 feet.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
asked if the county had ever talkeo
with the Kansas Department of
Transportation about putting the
gear on its new tower west of
Oberlin.

Commissioner Ralph Unger saic
maybe the county could negotiate
the payments and double up for &
few yearsinstead of payingtheback
rent al at once.

Mr. Hirschsaidthecounty will be
paying different people, since the
original company doesn’t own the
tower anymore. Thecommissioners
didn’t make adecision.

Emergency Preparedness Direc-
tor Bert Cool saidtherecent hail anc
wind damaged the weather radar
machine at the courthouse. The
machine is leased, he said, and &
technician will be out to reset the
machineand putinthepartit needs.
The charge will be $75.

REAL ESTATE

www.metcalfreal estate.com

(785) 475-2111 or (785) 475-4206
Carolyn S. Burtis, Owner/Broker

e a

214 S. York
REDUCED to $12,000!
3 Bedroom, 1 bath, eat in
kitchen, living room,
dining room.
24x30 workshop and a
single car garage

HOT JULY 4TH SPECIAL!




