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Armyworm

Wéll, thispastweek hasdefinitely
been interesting. Emotions for ev-
eryoneinvolvedwithwheat harvest
were running high with the discov-
ery of kernel damage caused by the
wheathead armyworm.

Theelevatorsthat discoveredthe
problem asked othersto check, and
people soon realized that many lo-
cationswerehavingaproblemwith
ahigh percentageof insect damaged
kernels. Flour millswill only accept
wheat with alow percentage of in-
sect damage.

These1-to1.25-inchlong, lime-
green to tan worms, with stripes
along the side, have caused aprob-
lem for several reasons. First, the
areahasbeen cool andwet. Warmer
weather is needed to promote the
diseasesand parasiteswhichusually
attack these worms. Thus, more of
themwereabletostay aroundlonger
than normal, and continuefeeding.

Second, these armyworms feed
mostly at night, so during the day
very few worms would have been
seen fromtheroad.

Third, thisinsect has not been a
problem for a number of years. If
farmers or consultants did see this
insect out inthefield, they may not
haverealized it wasaproblem.

Fourth, whenthewhest startsdry-
ing down, farmers and consultants
divert their attentiontotheplanting
and scouting of spring crops. Typi-
caly, nothing besides hail or high
winds causes damage to the wheat
at thispoint.

All of thesefactorscombinedled
tothesituationwearecurrently in.

This brings up a couple of other
concerns. Will thewheathead army-
worm continuefeeding onthewhesat
whenitisinthebin? Theansweris
no. Thesewormsmay livefor afew

daysin the bin and feed on each -

other, butwill dieshortly thereafter.

Will the wheathead armyworms
be aproblem for thecornand grain
sorghum? According to our ento-
mologists, they will be completing
their life cycle and pupating into a
moth in the next week or so, caus-
ing minimal if any damage on the
spring crops. However, consider-
able numbers of true armyworms
are also present. True armyworms
dolittledamagetothewheat kernel,
but they areravenouseatersandwill
consumeal ot of foliage. They may
not be as devel oped as the wheat-
head armyworm and may move off
of thewheat onto cropslike cornor
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grain sorghum.

Thetruearmywormhasasmaller
head capsul e than the wheathead
and does not havethetapered body
of thewheathead. To seepicturesof
eachand control optionsfor thetrue
armyworm in corn and grain sor-
ghum, follow theappropriatelink at
the web site below. Control mea-
suresfor thetruearmywormshould
be considered if the worm is less
than 1.25inchesinlength.

For Nortonand Decatur counties,
thefarmersmay seethisas moreof
anuisancethananything el sedueto
extratime needed to determine the
percentage of insect damage for
each load. For Trego, Gove, and
Sheridanwheretheproblemismore
pervasive, it could cause some seri-
ous setbacks for farmers who may
have had wheat turned away dueto
ahigh percentage of damageinthe
load.

Asl amwritingthis, wearestart-
ing to seesignsthat the better qual-
ity wheat haslesswheathead army-

wormfeeding. Hopefully, thistrend
continues and the old adage of the
first wheat cut is always the worst
will holdtrue.

Aninformational flyer oninsect-
damaged kernels, what producers
cando, insuranceoptionsandwhere
to send the sample has been pro-
videdtoeevatorsforfarmers. If you
did not receive acopy of this, or to
view picturesof thewheathead and
thetruearmyworm, pleasevisit the
Web site: www.oznet.ksu.edu/
agronomy-block2 and click on the
Armyworm Information icon, or
visit your local county extension
office.

Brian Olson is multi-county ex-
tension agronomist for Decatur,
Gove, Norton, Sheridan, and Trego
counties. E-mail bolson@oznet.-
ksu.eduif you haveany questionsor
would like to see a newspaper ar-
ticle on a specific crop production
topic. For more information, con-
tact the county extension office,
475-8121.
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