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Voter stodecidelf schoolsget more

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Votersinthe Oberlin School District go
to the polls on Tuesday, July 29, to decide
if theschool board canraisethelocal option
budget by 5 percent of total general-fund
spending for no longer than fiveyears.

The board decided last Monday to hold
the special election after a petition signed
by 172 people stopped the increase from
going through without avote.

Now workersat thedistrict officeandthe
board arepreparingfor theel ection, getting
numberstogether, writing aletter to teach-
ers to explain the situation, talking with
civic organizations and preparing for two
town hall meetings.

If the tax issue doesn't pass, said Super-
intendent Glodt, the district will probably
havetolay off six to eight teachers. Evenif
it does pass, he said, the district will prob-
ably still haveto let someteachersgo.

The reason the el ection was set so soon,
said Mr. Glodt, is that the board needs to
know what money they will have for next
year’ sbudget.

Thelocal optionbudgetissetat 13.1 per-

If theproposal toraisetheproperty taxes
for the Oberlin Schoolsispassedin aspe-
cial election at the end of July, home-
ownersand farmersintheOberlin School
Districtwill bepayingmoretohel prunthe
schools.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt said with
theaccel erated property tax planfromthe
stateLegidature, it shouldtakeanincrease

If specia eection passes, taxeswill increase

of just 2millstoraisethemoney thisyear.
HesaidthefigurecamefromthestateDe-
partment of Education’s chief financial
officer, Dale Dennis.

Each mill will cost:

« $15ayear onahouseworth $50,000.

« $30 on ahouse worth $100,000.

« 7 centsanacreforirrigatedfarmland.

« 3centsanacrefor dry landfarmland.

* 1 cent an acrefor pastureland.

The two-mill estimate is only for the
firstyear. Oncetheacceleratedtax planis
over, school tax levieswill goback tonor-
mal. Nooneknowsfor surewhat will hap-
pen next year, Mr. Glodt said, but people
aresayingthat tax ratesmay skyrocket. An
early estimatefor a“normal” year was 6
mills, but that may not beright.

cent now, hesaid, andif theincreaseisap-
proved, it cangoto18.1 percent. Mr. Glodt
said hewaswrong in the beginning saying
it will take six millsto raise the money. It
will actually betwo millsthefirst year be-
cause of the escalated property tax collec-
tionsapproved by the Legislature.

Theincrease will raise about $169,621,
hesaid, and that will just cover fixed costs
that haveincreased, including healthinsur-
anceand utilities.

Theobviousquestion, said Mr. Glodt, is
if thedistrict barely madeit thisyear with-
out atax increase, how will thedistrict make
it nextyear? Theanswer, hesaid, isthat the
district probably won't.

Unlessthereisahugeinflux of kidsinthe
next four months, they probably will have
to lay off some teachers, even with atax
increase. The questionishow many.

Already, there is one position that the
board thought would befilled that the dis-

trict just can’t afford. Mr. Glodt said one
sixth-gradepositionwon'tbefilled, sothere
will beat |east oneclassat thegrade school
wherethereisonly onesection. They expect
only 33 sixth graders, 29 fifth graders, 24
fourth graders, 28 third graders, 26 second
graders, 28first gradersand 30 kindergart-
ners.

The district will aso cut two football
coachesfor the new year, hesaid.

It's not that the schools haven't tried to

Oberlinand Decatur County
residents and visitors en-
joyedahot and sunny Fourth
of July on Friday. In the af -
ternoon, Charles Keller
(above), pastor of the Lyle,
Clayton and Norcatur
United M ethodist churches,

savemoney. Mr. Glodt said they havebeen
using morevolunteer labor and cut thebud-
get for teacher suppliesfrom $500 to $300
each.

Mr. Glodt said peoplewant to know how
come the district is broke. Part of the rea-
sonisthat twoyearsago, thedistrict andthe
teachersnegotiated for a5 percent raisefor
two years. Including taxes and everything
else, hesaid, it ended up being morelikean
8percent raise. That rai sebrought teachers
uptothestateaveragefor pay, hesaid, add-
ing that thedistrict isin negotiationsagain
with theteachers.

Therehasal so beenahugedeclineinen-
rollment, which meansthebudget getsless
and less each year. In the last 10 yearsthe
district haslost 209 students. Inthelast five
yearsthedistrict haslost 128kids. Thedis-
trict had in 1998 580 students, in 1999 548
students, in 2000513 students, in 2001 519
students, in 2002 473 students and if the
school starts tomorrow there are 452 stu-
dents.

There has a so been anincreasein fixeo

(SeeVOTERS on Page 12)

lent ahand at the grill at the
Prairie Chapel benefit ham-
burger feed at City Park.
L ater, folksgathered near the
fairground to watch the an-
nual aeria fireworksdisplay
(left). While waiting for

Governor viewshar vest from combine

By TOM BETZ
TheGoodland Star-News

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius said she
was impressed by the bountiful
wheat harvest after getting a first-
hand look at it Thursday from the
cab of a combine and watching
wheat unloading at an elevator in
Goodland.

“Wewantedto comeheretovisit
Ken Palmgren and celebrate the
good wheat harvest,” Sebeliustold
more than 60 people who gathered
at theBuffal o Inn Convention Cen-
ter after shehadtouredthefieldsand
the Mueller Grain elevator.

“Thisyear’s crop looksto be 70
percentlarger thanlast year andbig-
ger than 1999,” she said. “In Kan-
sas, 40 percent of thejobsstatewide
areagriculturerelated, andwhenag
doeswell, weall dowell.

“Thisisawin-winsituation, asit
is good for the shortline railroads
likethe Kyle, and the elevatorsare
pretty empty to hold the bumper
crop.

Gov. Kathleen Sebeliustalked
with about 60 people Thursday
morning at Goodland’ s Buffalo
Inn Convention Center about the
“streamlined” salestax law, un-
employment, prisons and beef
imports.

She told the audience it was
good to bein northwest Kansas,
and while she was familiar with
the Norton area, where her hus-
band grew up, she had not trav-
eled to the Goodland area as

Sebeliusanswersquestions
after touring wheat harvest

much.

“Itisgoodtobehere, and| hope
to come back again to sharewith
you,” shesaid.

Onthesalestax lawwhichwent
into effect July 1, the governor
said she had approved a six-
month delay in enforcement, in-
cluding a provision which re-
quired merchantstocollect thetax
rate where merchandiseisdeliv-
ered, notfromwhereitisshipped.

(See ANSWERS 0n Page 12)

“What | wanttotell you,itisgood
for the entire state. When you do
well, Kansasdoeswell.”

Thegovernor spent theearly part
of themorningat thePalmgrenfarm
near Edson, where she got a“per-

sonal acquaintance” withthewheat
harvest andtook arideinacombine
with TravisPalmgren, whowashar-
vesting wheat near Edson.

“1 hadtocomeout heretomeetthe
famous man who isreported in the

Washington Post, Ken Palmgren,”
Mrs. Sebeliussaid of her host, who
is chairman of the Kansas Wheat
Growers Commission.

Accompanyingthegovernor was
her new secretary of agriculture,
AdrianPolansky, whofarmedinthe
Scandia area and then worked for
the Department of Agriculture.

Thegovernor said it wasgood to
beinnorthwest Kansas, andthat the
good newsof thewheat harvest was
good news for the state as the new
fiscal year begins.

“Fromtheyear | inherited, wehad
$11 million in the bank,” she said.
“Tomany thatisalot of money, but
itisnot enoughto cover expensesor
even make a payroll. We finished
the year with $130 million in the
bank, and it isprojected to be $160
million next year.

“Wewere ableto keepmoney in
schools and not impose taxes on
people. Kansasisin sound fiscal
condition, andwehavemadeagood

(See SEBELIUSon Page 12)

things to get going, many
youngsters (right) set off
their ownfireworks, includ-

ing sparklers.
— Herald staff photos by
Steve and Cynthia Haynes

Rains
dow
harved

Cutting should
bedonesoon

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

After almost two weeks, Decatur
County’ swheat harvestisstartingtc
winddown, withfarmerssayingthat
itwill probably becompl eted by the
middle of theweek.

It might already have been done,
but rain showersand stormsstopped
thecuttinglast week, sending fami-
lies to town on Sunday instead of
into thefields.

InOberlin, thetwoel evatorshave
brought in quite abit of grain, with
afewtrucksstill comingintodump.

At Hansen-Mueller grain, Man-
ager Bill Gotchall said thefirm hao
brought in around 350,000 bushel s
in Oberlin and Cedar Bluffs.

Sofar, hesaid, thereactionstothe
harvest have been really good.

Hesaidlast Wednesday or Thurs-
day were probably the busiest days
at the elevators, but things have
started to slow down considerably.
Thereis still the occasional truck
though, said Mr. Gotchall.

At the beginning of harvest, he
said, they saw some army worm
damageinthewheat.

Farmerswereshockedtoseethat,
said Mr. Gotchall, but since then it
isspotty.

He said that before many in the
areacould getinto thefieldsto cut,
they had heard about thedamageon
thenews.

Across the street at the Decatur
Co-op, General Manager Karol
Evanssaidthey, too, saw somedam-
agefrom army wormsin the begin-
ning but thenit started totrail off as
harvest got into full swing.

At all the co-op’s six locations,
said Mr. Evans, they took in alittle
over 3million bushels.

Hesaidthat matchedthesix-year
average, which isthe goal they try
tohitevery year. Hesaid harvestwas
about 85 to 90 percent done by Fri-

(SeeHARVEST on Page 12)

portation.

Speed limit goesup
1IN Salden after audit

Anyone driving through Sel-
den lately on U.S. 83 may have
noticed that they are allowed to
drivefivemilesper hour faster.

The speed limit changed from
40 miles an hour through the
northwest Sheridan County town
to 45 after aroad safety audit by
theKansasDepartment of Trans-

TomHein, publicinformation
liaison for the department in
Norton, said the department is
starting to take a proactive ap-
proach to the road safety checks
andarenow doingoneevery three
yearson the state’ shighways.

The highway through Selden,
was donethisyear. It included a
speed study, which looks at the
current speed limit, what speed

people are actually driving and
whether itissafe.

Mr. Hein said at Selden the
majority weredriving five miles
faster already and it was deter-
mined to be safe.

He said if most people are a-
ready driving ahigher speed and
itissafe, thenthat speed limit usu-
ally ischanged.

The mayor, city council and
county commissionersareall no-
tified sothey can havesomeinput
ontheaudit, hesaid.

JacqueBoultinghouseat Karls
Cash Store said people in town
weren’t too happy about the
change, but there didn’'t seem to
be much they could do about it.

Mayor Darrel Bruggemandid-
n'treturnacall tocomment .
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* Answersgiven
on tax changes,
employment

(Continued from Page 1)

“Wearelosing Internet and cata-
log saleswhichareestimatedto $70
to $120 million in sales tax,” she
said.“ Theability for anyonetopur-
chase through the Internet without
payingsalestax putsour Main Street
business owners at adisadvantage.

“Wearepart of aframework of 20
statesrepresenting 10 percent of the
national population, to get the fed-
eral government to implement a
destination sales tax. Thisis a
change in the whole way we have
done taxes, and both the state and
busi nesseswill need monthstoramp
up. It will take a minimum of six
monthsto have processesin place.

“Nebraskaand Missouri usethis
type of salestax collection.”

A question was asked about
whether theunemployment figures
were going up.

“There are areas that are still
pretty depressed,” Mrs. Sebelius
said, “the Wichita area especialy,
and high tech workersin the north-
east.

“Wearebelow thenational aver-
age at 5 percent, and with these
pocketsout, wearedownto about 3
percent.”

The governor was asked if the
state was going to build more pris-
ons because the present ones are
nearing capacity.

“We need to keep dangerous
criminals off the streets,” Gov.
Sebeliussaid.“l amlooking at leas-
ing asan option becauseitwouldbe

more cost effective than building
prisons. Weare going to reducethe
number of first-timedrug offenders
by increasing the community treat-
ment programs, but if they screw up,
they will be back in prison.

“In the face of the current finan-
cial situationit seemsbetter tolook
at leasing and not start a building
program.”

Mike Schultz of the Kansas
Cattlemen’s Association said he
wasconcerned about therecent out-
break of bovine spongiform en-
cephalopathy, or “mad cow dis-
ease,” inCanada, andtheopening of
bordersfor unchecked imports. He
askedthegovernor toencouragethe
state’ s senators to continue to sup-
port the Country of Originlabeling
program, under whichmeat inretail
counterswould haveto belabeled.

“There are stories out there that
thisisvery expensive,” Mr. Schultz
said, " but studiesshowthecostisnot
that high.”

Mrs. Sebeliussaid sheunderstood
the impacts and that she has been
discussing this with the Japanese
consul in Kansas City.

“ Japan imports K ansas beef and
sellsit asK ansasbeef, andthereare
delivery truckswiththegovernor's
picture,” thegovernor said. “ Part of
thereason for thevisit wasto get a
new picture.

“(The consul) said he was con-
cerned about the Canadian beef be-
cause his people like the beef |a-
beled from Kansas.”

(Continued from Page 1)
day, but the elevator was still re-
ceiving somewheat.

On Saturday, things in the
Oberlinareastartedtos ow down,
hesaid.

Mr. Evans said it seems the
weight hasbeen pretty good most
places, thoughit hasbeenlighter
than normal at the Oberlin loca-
tion.

Mr. Evanssaidthat may bebe-
cause of the drought and the fact
that someof thewheat wasn' tfer-
tilized.

He said they have already
started shipping someof thecrop
out, filling 20to 30rail cars.

In Ludell, said Mr. Evans, the
co-op has20,000to 30,000 bush-
s stored onthe ground because
theelevatorisfull andfarmersare
till bringing itin.

Down the road at Norcatur
Grain, Manager Janice O’ Hare

* Harvest dowing
aswheat fillsbins

said the elevator is full with
380,000 bushels. She said she
washopingtofit morein, but the
binscouldn’t takeanymore. She
saidthey filled up Friday evening.

Thereisstill somecuttinginthe
area, but they areeither storing it
in their own bins or taking it to
other elevators.

Thetestweight averagefor the
elevator hasbeen58 pounds. She
said shewould haveliketosee60
poundsthisyear, but farmerssure
aren’t complaining.

Mrs. O'Hare said the el evator
has already sent out 15 full rail
cars. When they started loading
them, she said, she saw some
army wormdamagebut thewheat
wasaccepted and they have seen
very littledamage sincethen.

Now the elevator will start
workingongettingthegrainsold
soitcanbemovedout, sothey can
get ready for thefall crops.

The Oberlin-Decatur County
Economic Development Corp.
board and its marketing director
have been busy, making contacts
with new businessesand gettingin-
formation out on the community.

Marketing Director Connie
Grafel met with the Oberlin City
Council onJune19tol et themknow
everything that has been going on.

Shesaidthecorporationhasbeen
contacted by two businesses about
the land the group has an option on
north of town. Oneof thebusinesses
isalready in Oberlinand looking at
thepossibility of expandingandthe
other oneisanew business.

Ms. Grafel said the group would
liketo set upthat arealikeanindus-
trial park to preparefor futurebusi-
nessestoo. Ms. Grafel saidthey are
still working on financing with the
businesses.

Thehospital, which received the
Duckwall’ sbuildingonMain Street
from Joe and Patty Currey asagift,
wants to put in awellness center
unlessthereisanother businessthat
wantsto go into the space.

Thegroupisworking onexpand-
ing the strategic plan, said Ms.
Grafel.

So far, she said, there has been
over $5,000 pledged for an elec-
tronic sign at The Gateway. Ms.
Grafel saidthey will hear soonabout
agrantthecommitteeappliedtofor
help pay for thesign.

The one-day travel itinerary for
the area has been updated and sent
to Hays Convention and Visitors
Bureau, which distributed it to so-
cial, bank travel and retirement
groups.

The Oberlin Convention and

Development group
ousy marketing Oberlin

Visitors Bureau made table tents
this year to put on tables at restau-
rantsto let peopleknow everything
that is happening throughout the
summer. Ms. Grafel said she has
received positivefeedback onthese.

Thegrouphasworked at keeping
a prime position in the Northwest
KansasHunting Guide.

Ms. Grafel said sheisgettingin-
formationtoexpandthelistinginthe
state Getaway Guide, whichis
picked up alot by tourists. Thein-
formation hastobeinby themiddle
of July.

Shesaid shehasbeenworkingon
the “Lifelong Community” initia-
tive. Thisissomething that Council-
man Jay Anderson found out about
and sheishelping with. Theideais
toprepareand devel opacommunity
that better servespeopleintheir re-
tirement agewhowanttosettlehere.

Ms. Grafel said sheisworkingon
getting a steering community to-
gether andthey will thenwork onan
assessment tool which coversthe
government, community services,
businesses, housing, transportation
and health care.

Ms. Grafel said shealso hasbeen
helping the Czech Museum in
Jenningswith grants.

GOV.KATHLEEN SEBEL IUStook aridein acombinewith Travis Palmgren, who was

harvesting wheat near Edson, on Thursday.

* Sabdiustalksabout taxes

(Continued from Page 1)
start at getting out of the financial
difficulties.”

Sherman County Commissioner
Kevin Rasure asked the governor
about thefutureof thedemandtrans-
fers, arevenue sharing program

whichreturnsstatetax money tothe
citiesand countiesand accountsfor
$90 million statewide.

Gov. Sebelius said that while
former Gov. Bill Gravesmade half
thetransferslast year, therewill not
beany thisyear.

— Staff photo by Shannon Davidson

“The state is taking 7 percent
cuts,” she said, “and to spread the
financia cutsaround, thetransfers
areabout 2 percent of city budgets.

“1 know itiscritical toyou, but |
can’t wave my magic wand.”

Countyfinishesloanpaperwork

Decatur County commissioners
signed papers to close out amicro
loan grant the county received to
help out existing and new busi-
nesses grow and create jobs.

Randy Hrabe, director of the
Northwest Kansas Planning and
Development Commission, met
with the commissioners at their
meeting June 24. The county re-
ceived $100,000, all of which has
beenloaned out to hel p businesses.

Under the grant, he said, the
county was expected to create six
jobsand actually therewere eight.

Vickie Bailey, amember of the
Oberlin-Decatur County Economic
Development Corp. board, asked if
the group and county are on their
ownnow withtheadmini stration of
theloans.

Mr. Hrabesaid hesigned another
contract with Graham County to
continue doing the administrative
work for 3 percent of the repaid
amount. The hope is that the busi-
nessesthat opened with the help of
theseloanswill grow and expand.

He said the money helped six
businesses. Mr. Hrabe said things
have gone well except for oneto a
womantooperatethe JenningsGro-
cery. Shehadtofilefor bankruptcy.

The idea of the revolving loan
plan is that as recipients pay the
county back, they can reloan the
same money to new businesses.
Marketing Director Connie Grafel
saidsofar, $11,000 hasbeenrepaid.

WithMr. HrabewasAmy Griffey
fromthedevel opment commission.
She said she tries once a year to
cometothecounty meetingand pro-
vide aworkshop about grants that
areavailable.

Generally, shesaid, everythingis
limitedtothecity or county making
the application.

There are three ways a city or
county can get help, she said. The
first isif it can be a documented
project that will help low- to mod-
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erate-incomepeople. Thesecondis
if the help eliminates slums and
blight, and the third is an urgent
need.

Mrs. Griffey, withhelpfromMr.
Hrabe, went through programs the
agency can deal with, including
community facilities, water and
sewer, economicdevelopment, mi-
cro-loan, housing and neighbor-
hood development, a homeowner
rehabilitation plan, urgent need,
downtown revitalization, commu-
nity capacity building grants, com-
prehensivedevel opment, attraction
development grant and the Kansas

small townenvironmental program.

Commissioner DoyleBrownsaid
thesenior citizen center hasaleaky
roof. Isthere aprogram to help the
county replace the building? Mrs.
Griffey asked if the city or county
could do someof thework asanin-
kind match.

Mrs. Griffey said commissioners
could check to seeif the roof or
building would work asaproject.

Shesaidtokeepinmind that low-
to moderate income for the county
for grantsis $25,150 or lessfor a
family of one and $35,900 and un-
der for afamily of four.

Book on treesavailable

“What Tree Is That?,” a pocket
guidefor identifying trees, isavail-
able from the National Arbor Day
Foundation.

The 72-page guidewill helpyou
identify 135treesfoundintheeast-
ernand central U.S.

Well-known trees are included:
oaks, maples, spruces, and pines.
Alsoincluded speciessuchashorse
chestnut and mockernut hickory,
sassaf rasand shadbush, persimmon
and pawpaw and pecan.

Dozens of drawings illustrate
leaves or needles and acorns, ber-

ries, seed pods, cones and other
identifying features. The book is
organizedtomakeit easy toidentify
treesin asimple step-by-step fash-
ion.

“Helping peopleenjoy and appre-
ciate treesis central to the educa-
tional mission of the Arbor Day
Foundation,” said John Rosenow,
the Foundation’ s president.

To obtain the guide, send your
name, addressand $3to“ What Tree
IsThat?,” TheNational Arbor Day
Foundation, Nebraska City, Neb.,
68410, or goonlinetoarborday.org.
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(Continued from Page 1)
costs, thelargest of whichisinsur-
ance. Mr. Glodt said they arelook-
ing for other options on the em-
ployee health insurance, but it is
going up for everyone.

Mr. Glodt said the district gets
money fromthefederal government
through*“title” programs, stategov-
ernment by aper pupil formula, anc
thelocal property tax.

One of the biggest misconcep-
tions, hesays, isthat thedistrict has
money to spend because of theim-
provements being made, including
buying land, grass seed and the re-
centbuildingrepairs. Mr. Glodt saic
that thosearebeing paidforfromthe
capital outlay budget, which can
only be used for improvements.

Thiselectionwon’ ttaketheplace
of abondissuefor building renova-
tion, hesaid. Thiselection isabout
the general operating fund of the
schoal.

Mr. Glodt said just thislast year
in northwest Kansas, Hoxie in-
creaseditslocal optionbudget from
11.8 percent to 25 percent with no
protest, and St. Francis went from
12.3percentto 25. That leavesonly
Oakley that hasalower local option
budget than Oberlinat 12.9 percent.

As the superintendent, said Mr.
Glodt, hisjobistofight for kidsanc
teachers. He said he believeswhen
adistrict hasto get rid of ateacher,
it hurtsthekids.

“Each teacher cut will affect the
quality of educationinthedistrict,”
said Mr. Glodt.

Something hasto give, he said.
Either the state has to give more
money or thedistrict hastogetit by
raising taxes. If the people aren’t
willing to help where the state | eft
off, there will be some drastic
changesin the schoal.

The state has guaranteed that the
$3,863 per pupil budget basewon't
go up, but will probably stay the
same, hesaid.

A study thestate L egislaturepaid
for said that Kansas should be pay-
ing $4,650 per pupil for a suitable
education, hesaid, but thatisn’t go-
ing to happen thisyear.

Mr. Glodt said heencouragesev-
eryoneto register tovoteby 5 p.m.
Monday, July 14, and to attend the
town hall meetingsabout thetax is-
sue.

Board
toexplain
taxincrease

The Oberlin School board will
hold two Town Hall meetings to
explainitsreasonsfor asking for an
increaseinthelocal option budget,
whichcomesfrom property taxeson
homes, businessesand farms.

Thefirstwill beheld at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, July 17, in the Decatur
Community High School audito-
rium in Oberlin. The second meet-
ingwill beat 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
July 23, at the Norcatur School.

Everyone isinvited to the meet-
ings.

Voterswill decideontheincrease
in a special election on Tuesday,
July 29.
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