Bigheads
pauseon
tripnorth

Lincoln, Reagan
tojoinother 40

By CYNTHIAHAYNES

A pair of giant heads passed
through Oberlinon Thursday, head-
ing from Houstonto Lead, S.D.

The busts of former presidents
Abraham Lincolnand Ronald Rea-
ganwerethelast of 46 presidential
statues to be trucked from David
Adickes Sculptorworxtotheir new
homeat Black HillsPresidentsPark
Sculpture Garden, just 40 miles
north of Mount Rushmore.

Whenthebustsareinstalled, they
will complete the tally of all 42
presidents, truck driver Rich Lavin
said. A 43rd statue, asecond oneof
Lincoln, will go at the entrance of
thepark. Bustsof John F. Kennedy,
Ronald Reagan and George W.
Bushwill beinstalledinaninforma-
tion center closeto the park.

Mr. Lavin said that the park isa
place where, unlike Mount Rush-
more, people can get close to the
statues, touch them and have pic-
turestaken next to the heads.

Thepresidential bustswill be set

HEADING FOR LEAD, S.D., enormous busts of Abraham Lincoln and Ronald Reagan

made ashort stop in Oberlin on Thursday.

upinchronological order with bio-
graphical information nearby, plus
state and national flagsof theerain
which the president served.

Thepark hasgolf cartsavailable
for the handicapped and agift shop
and restaurant on the grounds, Mr.
Lavinsaid.

Eachbustisfrom16to 19feettall
and weights about 7,000 pounds.
They are made of white portland
cement, said the sculptor, David

Adickes.

The project has been underway
more than two years, Mr. Adickes
said.

Several people from around
Oberlin have commented that they
have seen other “giant heads”
headed north over the past two
years.

The presidential busts were col-
lected on aski areaparking | ot near
the park, Mr. Adickessaid, thenin

By CYNTHIAHAYNES

Father George Kochevelik-
kakam from Kerala, India, isthe
new pastor of Sacred Heart Catho-
licChurchinOberlin, SacredHeart
Churchin Selden and Immaculate
Conceptionin Leoville.

He comesto Oberlin from Oak-
ley, whereheservedforayear,and
before that from Beloit, where he
preached for about 10 months. He
also has helped out at churchesin
Norton, Colby, New Almelo,
Glasco and Lincoln.

Thepriestisamember of there-
ligiousorder of Carmelitesof Mary
Immaculate, and assuch under the
rule of asuperior, who determines
where he goes.

That superior, Father Mathew
Chalil fromIndia, visitedthenorth-
west Kansas parishes on Saturday
and Sunday and said MasswithFa-
ther Georgeand amissionary priest
fromNigeria.

Father George said his home
province, Keraa, liesonthesouth-
west side of India, on the Indian
Ocean near Sri Lanka, whichisto
the southeast. It isabout one-third
the size of Kansas but has 31 mil-
lion people.

Keraaisthemost Catholicstate
in India, he said, with the popula-
tion made up of about 7 million
Catholics, 15millionHindusand9
million Muslims. There are very
few Protestants in Kerala, Father
Georgesaid, addingthat most Prot-
estantsliveinthe northeast.

Ordainedin1993, Father George
said he spent eight yearsteaching
at aseminary inIndiabefore com-

Nativeof Indiabeginsduty
aspastor at Sacred Heart here

Father GeorgeK ochevelik-
kakam at Sacred Heart.

ingtotheU.S. Hehasfour broth-
ersandfivesisters, oneof whom
isanun.

Father GeorgereplacesFather
Matthew Vazhappilly, alsofrom
India, who hasgoneto Mitchell,
S.D., after serving the three par-

ishesherefor 11 months. Themen
are among 86 Indian priests serv-
ingintheU.S.

Deacon Stan Chapin, adminis-
trator of the parishesand for New
Almelo, said the Rev. George
Fitzsimons, bishopof Salina, asked
for help from Indiaand Burmato
aleviate the shortage of priestsin
thediocese.

FromIndia, thediocesenow has
two priests, Father Georgeand Fa-
ther Michale Elanjimattathil, who
serves in Manhattan. Father Vin-
cent Thu Laing of Norton and Fa-
ther Benjamin Saw, Hoxie, have
comefrom Burmato help out.

Eachhasafive-year visa, Father
George said. Near the end of that
time, if they want to continue to
stay intheU.S. andwork, they must
get a permanent resident visa,
called agreen card.

Thereareplenty of priestsinin-
dia, Father Georgesaid. Eachyear
hisorder ordains40to 50 men. By
comparison, theSalinaDioceseor-
dainsoneor two ayear.

Father Georgesaidthat heisglad
tobein Oberlinandlooksforward
tomeetingandvisitingwithall his
parishioners and has already at-
tended some baseball games and
the July 4 fireworks.

Mr. Chapin saidthat heishappy
tohaveFather Georgeandlooking
forward to working with him.

“Wewill try toblend hisculture
with ours and al be better for it,”
Mr. Chapinsaid.

Father George will livein the
rectory next to Sacred Heart
Churchin Oberlin.

Blood driveat hospital today and Thursday

A blood drive will be held from
noonto 6:30 p.m. today and from 8
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Thursday at the
Decatur County Hospital inOberlin.

Thoseplanningto giveareasked
to usethesouth door of thehospital.
Theneedfor bloodiscritical, sothis
is considered an “Express Drive,”
said PamHarmon, thelocal coordi-
nator. They will be taking donors

every 15 minutes.

If youwant to volunteer, call be-
fore coming to the hospital, Mrs.
Harmonsaid. They will only betak-
ing people by appointment if there

istime.
For details, contact Mrs. Harmon
at the hospital at 475-2208.

— Herald photo by Cynthia Haynes

the summer of 2001 all but George
W. Bush’'swere installed. George
W.’shustwasinstalledlast summer.

Thisyear the final touches were
put on the park, including moving
thelast four busts for the informa-
tion center and the entrance from
Houston.

Thepark just opened afew weeks
ago. Forinformation, call 866-584-
9096 or go to www.presidents-
park.com.

Wednesday, July 16,2003 THE OBERLIN HERALD 3A

Dinner,

dance

tocap benefit

Ticketsareonsalefor theDecatur
County Hospital’s benefit dinner
and dance on Saturday, Aug. 2.

Thetickets are being sold at the
hospital for $25 apiecefor theprime
ribdinner at TheGateway or just $5
for the dancethat evening. Admin-
istrator Lynn Doeden saidthedead-
line for reservations for the dinner
isWednesday, July 30.

An Oberlin band, The Rendez-
vous, formerly known as the De-
cades, will be playing after thedin-
ner until about 10:30 or 11 p.m.

Therewill beasilent auctionwith
an autographed football from Kan-
sas State University, tickets to the
time trials for a NASCAR race,
other sportsmemorabiliaand dona-
tionsfromlocal stores.

Thehospital will begiving away
agolf club and aDVD player do-
nated by Butch Rittman. Theboard,
said Mrs. Doeden, purchased a
metal framed gazebo withacanvas
toptogiveaway.

That morning, therewill beashot-

gun-start golf tournament at 9 a.m.
at the Oberlin Country Club golf
course.

Therearealready 18teamsregis-
tered for the event, said Mrs. Doe-
den, but they will accept more. The
tournament will be afour-person
scramble.

Registration for each team i<
$200, whichincludeslunchfor each
member, dinner and the dance.
Lunchwill beservedonthegoat the
golf course.

In the past, she said, the benefit
hasraised about $3,500for thehos-
pital, but they wouldliketobringin
$4,000thisyear.

The money is being raised for &
welInesscenter theboardwouldlike
toopenintheold Duckwall’ sbuild-
ing downtown.

Mrs. Doeden said the plan is tc
haveatreadmill, stair steppers, free
weights, aerobic classes and well-
nesseducation. Thecenterwouldbe
something that anyone could come
inand use.

City hopestosave $20,000
by refinancingbond issue

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

TheOberlin City Council agreed
to refinance the housing bonds for
the publicly owned Sappa Valley
Manor apartmentsat ameeting last
Thursday, hoping to save $20,000
withalower interest rate.

Thebondswereissued by thecity
25yearsago, in1978, for $560,000.
Theinterest rate on the ones|eft to
pay is7.2 percent.

Thereis$185,000lefttopay, said
City Attorney SteveHirsch. Thecity
can get a private placement bond
issueonthat.

He said the city’ s Housing Au-
thority hasdoneal ot of legwork and
researchonthisissue. Member Ray
L ohoefener saidthey askedall three
banksto bid on the bonds, but only
First National and Farmers Bank
and Trust got back to them.

Mr. Hirsch said the bonds can be
reissuedfor $190,000through First
National Bank with a 3.95 percent
fixedrate.

There will be a substantial sav-
ings, with this change including
$12,600ininterest over theremain-
ing fiveyearsand $7,500in trustee
fees.

If the council wantstodothis, he
said, they need to adopt the resolu-
tion, whichthey did.

Mr. Lohoefener said thereare 47
apartments in the complex, 30 of
whicharepaidforand 17 whichare
still being paid off.

Atwhat point dothesebecomethe
city’ s? asked City Administrator
Gary Shike.

They are all city property, Mr.
Lohoefener replied. Other Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment buildings, afterthey arepaid
off, still have a contract and subsi-
dize apartment operational costs.
The government basically helps
withtheexpensesat theapartments
sothey canbeused for low-income
living.

At the Oberlin City Council
meeting Thursday night, the
members:

* Heard a declaration from
Mayor Ken Shobestatingthat the
city had entered a water watch,
meaning people need to monitor
their ownuse, althoughnorestric-
tionshavegoneinto place. Story
onPagel1A.

* Agreed to refinance housing
bondsfor SappaValley Manorto
saved most $20,000 over thenext

Council Roundup

fiveyears. Story toleft.

« Approved afederal tax credit
for Commercial Management
Co.fortheParkview Apartments,
which won’t cost the city any-
thing. Story on Page 8A.

* Received areport on $2to $3
million worth of work needed to
bring the waste water treatment
plant up to new state and federal
standardsby 2005. Story onPage
1A.

Manager ArdithLouderback said
30 years after the last federal pay-
ment, thecomplex will gotothecity.

Steven Zodrow from Mapes and
Miller presented the 2002 audit to
thecouncil. Hesaid boththespecial
liability and the bond and interest
funds showed decreases, which is
normal. He said that two funds, the
police department and pool, werea
littleover budget. Thepolicedepart-
ment was over budget when an of -
ficerwasoutwithaninjury and oth-
ers worked overtime to cover, he
said.

For the most part, Mr. Zodrow
said, the audit looked good. There
were two issues he said he had to
report on.

Thefirst oneisthat the staff size
isn’'t adequate for segregation of
dutiesfor handlingmoney. Thesec-
ondisinutility collections.

Thereare95accountsthat haven't
had any activity in them. Mr. Zod-
row said his recommendationisto
havecollectionand deposit policies
set by thecouncil sothecity doesn’t
loserevenue.

Mr. Hirsch said some of the ac-
counts that aren’t active could be
really old. Mr. Zodrow agreed and
that it could just need to be cleaned

out.

The council approved the audit
andgaveMr. Zodrow permissiontc
send copiesof itontowhereit needs
togo.

In other business, the council:

 Recognized Mr. L ohoefener and
LeePloussard, owner of Flowersby
L ee, with plaguesfor each serving
25 consecutive years on the Hous-
ing Authority board. The two men
arestill serving ontheboard.

 Approvedappointmentsof Gale
Cook, withFirst National Bank, anc
Judy Cathcart, with Sappa Valley
Y outh Ranch, tothe Planning Com:-
mission and Board of Zoning Ap-
pealsuntil July 2006.

« Heard the first budget meeting
will beat 6 p.m. Monday, July 21.

» Heard that contractor Liquid
Waste Management out of Long-
mont hasstarted to clean sludgeout
of theeast pond at the sewagetreat-
ment plant.

* Noted that the power plant has
hadtobeoperatedevery day inJuly
except the Fourth.

*Heardthat an oil circuit breaker
bushing at the substation brokeand
had to be replaced for $2,040. The
part wasfound in Pittsburgh andis
being sent by United Parcel Service.

Special for THis week

Sodas

SUMMER SIZZLERS!
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-
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From left: McKenna O'Hare, Brooklyn O'Hare (nieces of Emily
Williams) and Sabryn O’ Gara (daughter of Emily Williams)

Want to feel glamorous?

How about you and your friends sign up for a free
makeover with Emily Williams at the Washboard!

Call for Details.

Jane Carlisle— Emily Williams
Glenda Gould — Leta Meitl

Phone 785-475-3148
Oberlin, Kan.

ReqularR Price $1%°
This Week $17°

A special THanks 10 Mike
Dempewolf and His crew for
seTTing off THe fiReworks display.
Also, Thanks 10 Bill Cathcart and
PAT POMEROY fOR THEIR ASSISTANCE.

Contributionsfor the Fireworks display
are still being accepted

We now accept these cardsfor your convenience:

Bl E- 7 &

Family-owned / operated since 1906

ddleman

Phone 475-2661 — Oberlin — Toll Free 1-800-794-3784
Service and value arethe cor ner stones of our business.

Outstanding, new all-oak, eat-in kitchen isthe heart of this 1962 two-bedroom
ranch home. Showcased in 1,973 sg. ft. of living space is a large living room,
and full, finished basement with two bedrooms, bath, family room and lots of
storage. The sumptuous, shady backyard with new deck extendsthe livability
of the property.

Looking for peace and quiet? This 1980 two-bedroom ranch home offers ulti-
mate privacy in one-level living. Open floor plan includes living room, dining
room, beautiful birch kitchen with all appliances, new bath, generous storage
and double attached garage.

Call ustoday about our newly listed homes!

Office — 785-475-2785
Lynn's Mobile — 785-475-8514 — Roberta’'s Mobile 785-475-7156
Marcia Lohoefener — 785-475-2521 Jerry Lohoefener 785-475-2521
Jackie Votapka — 785-475-3963
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real -estate.com

Johnson Realty, Inc..

Roberta Johnson, Broker — Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker . . jif -

Jacqueline Votapka, SalesAssociate
109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749




