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L iquor lawsmay change
regar dlessof what wewant

Back east, Kansas citiestired of seeing li-
quor sales and the accompanying taxes flow
acrossthe stateline have started arebellion.

They’ve declared “homerule’ power over
liquor sales, claiming that liquor laws don’t
apply uniformly toall citiesand counties. And
if astate law is not uniform, then a city or

county can exempt itself.

Now storesinseveral Kansascitiesarebra-
zenly selling booze on Sundays. Next thing
you know, they’ Il be opening the beer joints

and bars.

Andwhilethismay not bethegreatest thing
to happen to the statein the new century, itis

along-overdue change.

Kansas liquor stores are a state-licensed
monopoly withlittlecompetitionover service
or prices. This helps make things easier for
store owners, but can only hurt customers.

It’s just not the state’ s place to say what
prices stores can charge or when they can be
open. | nafree-enterpriseeconomy, storeown-
ersought to makethose decisions.

One Missouri liquor dealer told reporters
that being open on Sundays wasn't all that
great, thoughthehugebillboard over hisstore
advertising Sunday salesmight beliehismod-

esty.

He said Kansas liquor store owners had
thingspretty good, withtheregulated compe-
tition and set hours, and might regret amore
liberal law. Hesaidit’ dbeonly amatter of time
until other restraintsto competition fall, and

stance.

Nonetheless, the floodgates are open now.
It' slikethe daysinthe 1960s after the courts
struck down the general Sunday closing law
when the Safeway chaindefiedit. Today, re-
tailing isrampant on Sundays, though many
merchants probably regret that.

Only afew Sunday closing lawsremain —
car dealers, throughtheir licensingboard, have
astrong union that keepsthem closed, for in-

The state really should get out of the busi-
ness of regulating store hours and days. The
only reasonsfor it areto suppresscompetition,
to the detriment of consumers, or to enforce

religious preferences. Neither isavalid state

objective.

through.

Changing the liquor salesbanisan admis-
sion at least that the state really can’t keep
peopl efrom shopping whenthey want to. For
years, state liquor agents have tried to catch
people bringing Missouri (or Nebraska) po-
tables across the border. But for every guy
caught with a trunkload of hooch, 99 got

It’ slikesticking afinger inaleak whileoth-
ersspring up al around. Did you ever hear of
anyoneyouknow getting busted runningwine

from Nebraskaon aSunday? Useither.

predicted that few Kansas stores will make

money on Sundays.

Thisisnot anissuethat will make or break
anyone in Kansas. Things may not change
much except in the Kansas City areafor the
next few years, but change is coming — thegame. It wasaguy thing. Six of
whether welikeit or not.

—SteveHaynes

End of horsenomatchfor love

We were back east, visiting a
daughter who has been ailing, and
feeding her brother, whoasacollege
boy,ismoreor lessabottomlesspit.

Ontheway back, wepromisedto
stop off and seemy sister, wholives
near Emporia. Shehasanewfilly of
which sheisexceedingly proud.

Weleft Lawrenceafter lunch, and
when we got to Emporia, we called
her placeto seeif they werehome.

Her husband didn’t sound too
cheery.

“You didn't pick such a good
time,” he said. “We' ve been up all
nightwithasick horse. We' regoing
to haveto put her down.

“But you might aswell come on
out.”

Wegot therejust alittle ahead of
the vet, who turned out to be the
brother of an old high school class-
mate of mine.

Thehorse, apretty littleyearling
filly,wasobvioudlyinpain. Her sis-
ter, dlightly younger, triedtofollow
her everywhere. Sis said they’d
grown up together and had never
really been apart.

“She’ sgoingtotakethishard.”

The older one had taken ill the
night before. When a horse gets
coliclikethat, she said, there’ snot
much to do but keep it walking and
hope. If it's atwisted intestine, ei-
theritwill straightenout, oritwon't.

Andif itwon't, thechoi cesarenot
many. Y ou can take the horse to a
fancy hospital, liketheoneat theK -
State veterinary school, and they’ I
do surgery. Success rates are less
than 50 percent, Sissaid, and if the
intestinehasruptured, lessthanthat.

AlongtheSappa
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By SteveHaynes

You still get abill for $5,000 or
more.

Or you can walk the horse and
pray.

Soafter anight of treatment, calls
and advice, tripstotheclinic, walk-
ing the sick horse to keep her from
rolling, therewasnot muchlefttodo
but decide where to take her so the
rendering truck could get to her
Monday morning.

Darryl kept walking her, her sis-
ter kept following, trying to stay
close. My sister’ stwo vizsladogs,
andarescuedogthat’ sstayingwith
them, were underfoot.

Darryl and the vet led her out
back, behindthebarn. Barbsaid she
didn’'t want to leave her out by the
road.

There’s not much to putting a
horsedown, not physically at |east.
Takes one person to hold the horse
forthevet, andasyringeabout ashig
asyour forearm.

It"s like in surgery, no time to
count to 10, and she’ sdown.

That’ snot much for thetime, the
work, thelove, thed eeplessnights,
thedollarsandtheheartachethat go
intoraising ababy.

Life serves up experiences that
you never expect. | guess thiswas

one.

Sis always loved horses. When
she moved back to Emporia, she
gave up her job as a city planning
director and found aplacein the
country where she could raise
horses, where her dogs could run
and her son could befree.

Shesaysshelovesit. Shesaysher
stress level is down even though
she' sbusier thanever. Most days, |
believeher.

She walked out of the corral and
sat down beside atree.

“Y ou sure picked agood timeto
stop by,” shesaid, looking up from
her seatinthedirt.“ It gaveussome-
thing to do besides sit down and
cry.”

(From theBibI@
\_ _J

A new commandment |
give unto you, That ye love
one another; as | have loved
you, that ye also love one an-
other. By this shall all men
knowthat yearemy disciples,
if yehaveloveonetoanother.
John 13: 34, 35
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Drivingall nightiscrazy, right?

As | drove through the night, |
mentally kicked myself.

| had promised myself. We had
agreed. Wewouldn’t do thissort of
stuff anymore.

But herel was. It wasafter 3a.m.
and| wasjustleaving Colbytodrive
toOberlin. Itwouldbeat least4am.
beforel pulledinto my driveway.

We're too old for this kind of
thing, | thought.

| tell myself that every time this
happens, every timewe' vejust got
togoto Denver or Lawrenceor Ne-
braskaor wherever and come back
thesameday. Every timel leavefor
homeat bedtimewhen homeistill
four, fiveor six hoursaway.

Thistimeit was abaseball game
—theColorado Rockiesversusthe
Los Angeles Dodgers at Coors
Field.

| wasn't even supposed to go to

the guys from the Goodland and
Colby officeshad gottenticketsfor
thegame. Stevewasoneof thering-
leaders.

Thenoneof theguyscouldn’'t go
and they asked meto go with them.

Well, I’musedtobeing oneof the
guys. | wastheonly girl inmy phys-
ics classin high school and one of
sixwomeninmy classin pharmacy
school. After | had been at my first
job for five years, the drug store

Open Season
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chainl workedfor gavemeatietac.

We headed for the game. And it
wasagood one.

TheDodgersgot aruninthefirst
to lead for a short time, then the
hometeam got threerunsinthebot-
tom of thefirst and lifewasgood.

We got arun in the second and
Todd Helton hitapair of solohome
runs in the third and fifth innings.
Wewere ahead 6-1 and we all had
hot dogs.

Theninthefifth, the visitors got
three runs. We were still ahead.
Then they got another run in the
sixthand aweird seriesof errorsin
theseventhgavethemanother. Now
the scorewas 6-6.

Wegotthemoutintheeighthand
they walked Helton. PrestonWilson
singled and they deliberately
walked strongman Larry Walker as
the home crowd booed.

The bases were loaded as the
Dodgerspitcher threw ball after ball

after ball towalk inthewinningrun.

Not theworld' sprettiest victory,
but awin nevertheless.

We headed out of Denver at 11
p.m.Mountain Time. Stevedroveto
Goodland and | napped. Westopped
todroptheguysoff in Goodlandanc
set our watches ahead one hour. It
was2:30a.m. asl took thewheel and
headed home.

It was Steve' sturn to nap.

As| turned into the driveway, |
thought to myself, “We gotta quit
doing these crazy things. We gotte
startrememberingthat we' re55, not
25

Sowhen Steve asked if | wanted
togotoDenver next weekendto see
ol dest daughter and take an excur-
sion train ride, | naturally said,
“Sure, what timedoyouthink we'll
get home?’

“1 don't know,” he said. “We'll
probably get out of Denver by 10 or
11"

Hubby sniffsout rotten purse

“WhatisTHAT smell?’ my hus-
band asked when he got in my car
oneday last week.

“Oh,that,” | said.“My coffeecup
fell over onthefloormat and | guess
the creamer must have soured.”

“Well, it’s disgusting,” he went
on. “That’ sreally rank, Carolyn.”

| must have gotten used toit, be-
causel didn’t think it wasthat bad.
But, nonethel ess, whenwegot home
| pulled out the still-damp floormat
and hosed it down, leaving itinthe
hot sunto dry and deodorize.

L ater that week, weweredriving
tochurchand Jimsaid, “ Carolyn, it
till smellsin herel”

Sincetheoffending floormat was
not yet back in the car, | pooh-
poohed his delicate sense of smell
with something mumbled under my
breath about “the princess and a
pea”

Whenwegotinthehousehecon-
tinued, “Now, that smell isinhere.”

“Listen, mister,” | started in, “I
took thetrashoutlast night. And, for
another thing, blah, blah, blah, blah,
blah.”

However, by thenext day, even|
of the undersensitive olfactory or-
gannoticedthat wherever | went, the
odorwenttoo. Now, | becamealittle
paranoid. Maybe it was...oh, no, it

8 Out Back
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couldn’tbe...gulp...maybeitwas...
ME! | checked all my toiletries.
Shampoos, conditioners, perfumes,
soaps. Everything wasfine.

| have to give Jim credit. His
sense of smell is so good, he can
smell cigarette smoke before a
smoker even lightsup. And | guess
he had finally had enough, because
he began a search, determined to
find the source of the stench.

Like a hound on the trail, he
started sniffing hisway throughthe
houseand announced, “ It getsworse
every time | come through the liv-
ing room.” He began working the
roominagrid patternto honeinon
the smell. Finally, he announced,
“1t’ scoming from your purse!”

Refusing to touch it, he com-
manded me to empty the contents.
Anyonewho knowsme, knowsmy
purseislike aportable filing cabi-

net. My lifeisinthat bag. | stuff the
mail init, | carry partsinit, | keep
my vitaminsinit, | carry my lunch
init.

Lunch! Oops! Sothat’ swhat hap-
penedtothat sliced chickenbreast |
meant to put in the refrigerator at
work the other day.

Nowonder theodor travel edwith
me. 1, likemost women, won'tleave
homewithout that trusty purse. But,
rather thanluggingitineverywhere
I go, l usualyleaveitinthecar. And
you can imagine, in this heat, it
didn’t takelong for that plastic bag
of meat to ripen. Wehad to double-
bagitjusttocontainthesmell before
wecould even putitinthetrash.

There’s no moral to this story,
except to be more careful with my
lunchandtolistentomy husbandthe
next time he says, “The nose
knows.”

Writer urgesall tovotefor our kids

TotheEditor:

| urge you to vote “yes’ for the
Local Option Budget on July 29.
Voting yesisavote demonstrating
your support for Oberlin, not only
for our educational system, but for
thefutureof Decatur County. With-
out strong schools, our county is
doomed.

What areyouwillingtodotosup-
port our future?

No onewantsto seetaxesrai sed,
but thisis a necessary investment.
Without thisinvestment of money,
our schoolscannot function.

Haveyouever attended aconcert,
sporting, speech or scholar bowl
event? Have you read the newspa-
per articlesthat our studentswrite?

Don’'tyou agreethat they aretal -
ented and hard-working young
peopleworthy of theinvestment of
our tax dollars?

| work with our youth every day.
Believemewhen| say that eachone
of themisworththisinvestment. We
must make the choiceon July 29to
stand up for Decatur County.

Decatur County is known for its
evcdalent ediucational svstem Tust

L etter totheEditor

consider afew of the achievements
from the past, not only academi-
cally, but athletically also.

Aren’t you proud when our stu-
dents set high goals and achieve
them?

Without thecounty’ ssupport, our
educational system will falter.
Don'tdothistotheir future, toyour
future, to the future of Decatur
County.

Weneedyoutosupportthel ocal
Option Budget. Without your sup-
port, several teacherswill losetheir
jobs. Families will leave Oberlin.
Classsizeswill increase. Programs
will be slashed or even eliminated.

Morale for the remaining staff
will plummet, alongwiththemorale
of the community. Businesses will
suffer. This change will hurt our
children. Thereis no way we can
maintainthehighcaliber of achieve-
ment that wehaveestablishedwith-
out vour financia support.

Already many cuts have been
made. How much more canyou cut
out from our schools and still pro-
videagreat education?

Consider area schools where
FFA, music, speech, sports, journal -
ism and other class offerings have
been drastically cut or even elimi-
nated. No oneis happy about the
way thestateof Kansashasfinanced
our educational system, butwemust
do what we can locally. All Local
Option Budget dollars will remain
in Decatur County. All of thesetax
dollars will be invested into our
youth.

Pl easelook intomy students’ eyes
or my children’ seyesandtell them
they areworththeinvestment. V ote
yesfor kids. Join mein voting yes
to thiseducational investment.

Susan May
Oberlin

Mrs. MayisanEnglishteacher at

Decatur Community Hiaoh School.



