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City OK stax abatement, development policy

TheOberlin City Council passedapolicy
on tax exemptions and incentives for eco-
nomic development at itslast meeting.

Hansen-Mueller Grain Co. had askedfor
atax abatement, but the city didn’t have a
policy.

At the meeting Thursday, July 24, the
council adoptedapolicy. It doesn’t say that
thecompany getsatax break, but givesbusi-
nessesthe opportunity to apply for one.

The policy says that only firms that
qualify under Kansaslaw areeligible, which

includes manufacturing, research and de-
velopment andinterstatewarehousing busi-
nesses. Thebusinesshasto createjobsand
makeaninvestmentinnew machinery and/
or construction. Thepolicy saysabusiness
should meet a 10 percent minimum abate-
ment threshold, based on the cost-benefit
model.

In order for the city to determine the
amount and term of the abatement, it may
consider factorsthat includethenet benefit
tothecity, county and school district for not

more than 10 years, length of time it takes
for the net benefitsto equal the amount of
property taxesabated andthelength of time
it takes for the total benefits to equal the
costsfor thecity, county and school district.

TheCity Council hastheright to say yes
or no, but it hasto find that acompelling or
imperative reason existsto grant an abate-
ment.

Thepolicy statesthat companieshaveto
apply at the city office and pay a$100 fee.
The Oberlin-Decatur County Economic

Development Corp. will perform a cost-
benefit analysis using the requested prop-
erty tax abatement level and term.

Therewill beapublichearing. Beforethe
first of each year, the company will com-
pleteaform, whichwill includeinformation
on the payroll, investment, construction,
firmandvisitor numbers, anannual certifi-
cate for exemption and pay are-filing fee
of $100.

Thepolicy saysthat after each full year,
the city can perform another cost-benefit

analysis using information and humbers
fromthe application.

Eachyear by thefirst of February, thecity
clerk will decideif the company continues
to meet the terms for an abatement. If &
changeisneeded, thentheclerk will filethe
application by thefirst of March. Then by
the first of June, the county appraiser will
fileacertificatefor each abatement submit-
ted.

The council approved the seven-page
policy, whichisopento publicinspection.

Report
may help
gt money

Ambulanceservice

workstocollectbills

By CYNTHIAHAYNES

Ambulance Director Patrick
Pomeroy showed Decatur County
commissionersasamplerun report
policy form during their regular
meeting last week.

The bottom line is getting paid,
Mr. Pomeroy said, andthenewform
should help him make sure all the
paperwork required by insurance
companiesand Medicaidisdone.

The policy also would require
checksto the ambulance serviceto
be deposited the same day they ar-
riveandtheappropriateaccounting
for them bedone.

Patientswill bekept informed of
when their insurance carrier is
billed, any correspondence to the
county fromthecarrier andwhenthe
bill hasbeen paid.

Ambulance run folders will in-
clude all insurance records, emer-
gency medical technician reports,
copies of all checks and all corre-
spondence.

“Some of these run folders are
going to get thick,” Mr. Pomeroy
said.

Everythingtheemergency medi-
cal techniciansneedfor their reports
will be on aclipboard in the ambu-
lance, hesaid.

L ast year the service needed one
sheet to get paid, headded, and this
year it takesfour.

Mr. Pomeroy saidthat thecounty
has been paid for most of the Janu-
ary ambulance callsand hispeople
areworking on everything elsethis
year that hasnot been paid, and most
of thoseareinsuranceand Medicare
bills.

“1"m hoping for onegloriousday
when we get $58,000 in the bank,”
Mr. Pomeroy said. “ That’s what
we'resending out inrebillings.”

In other business, the commis-
sion:

» Heardthat aclaimsadjuster has
looked at theroof of thecounty shop,
whichhasbeendamaged by hail this
summer.

« Heardthat GaylenHuntley, nox-
iousweed director, hasbeen spray-
ing for sand burrs and bindweed
now that wheat harvestisover.

* Received areport from Jack
Metcalf on lighting at the new race
track at thefairground. Thepolesare
up but the lights are on backorder,
hesaid.

*Heldal0-minuteclosed session
with Road and Bridge Supervisor
Tim Stallmanto discusspersonnel.

Changingthesign

thetheater.
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FRIDAY MORNING, DuaneDorshorst put lettersonthesign at Sunflower Cinemato
remind everyoneof thework day at 1 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 16. Mr. Dorshorst, princi-
pal of Oberlin Elementary School, isamember of the committeewhich hopestoreopen
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

Grasshblazeskegpfiremen hopping

Mother Nature started afire last
Tuesday night outside of Jennings
which consumed anywherefrom 20
to 40 acresof pasture.

JenningsFire Chief Kerry Green
said the pasture caught fire when
struck by lightning around 9 p.m.
Thepasture, four mileswest andtwo
miles north of Jennings, is on
Leonard Fleckenstein’s parents
place, hesaid.

While the Jennings Fire Depart-
ment wasfighting that fire, another

onewascalledinwest and south of
thetown.

The Oberlinrura fire crew was
calledout but it started torain, said
Chief Green, andthefirewasextin-
guished.

He said the Norcatur crew was
called out to help Jennings but as
soon as they got to the edge of the
field, therain got thefiredown and
theJenningscrew wasabletogetthe
flamesout.

On Saturday, a grass fire broke

out near theelevator in Cedar Bluffs
along the railroad tracks. The
OberlinRural FireDepartment was
called out at 2:31 p.m. to fight the
blaze, which kept trying to come
back onthem.

On Monday, the Oberlin rural
department was called out at 4:38
p.m. for agrassfire near Rock Hill
on the Traer Road. The Rawlins
County Fire department also was
asked to respond.

Lightningstrike
tsdevator
afirein Norton

By VERONICA MONIER
and BRANDON GAY

Lightning struck the former
Garvey elevator in Norton about
midnight Friday, sending aflash of
fire through the headhouse and
downintothebins.

Thelightning setfiresthroughout
the distribution system atop the el-
evator andin 12 of 14 massive con-
crete bins. Members of the Norton
Fire Department were at the scene
for 16 hours, and it was more than
12 hours before they found the last
of thefire.

The elevator, now owned by the
Norton County Co-op, was nearly
full of wheat, much of which was
damaged by either fire or water.
Most of the distribution system in
the headhouse, which sends grain
into the variousbins, wasburned.

Firemen lowered each other into
the binswith ropesto fight thefire.
The men wore a harness and extra
ropes, justincasetherewastrouble,
but they said they could only work
inside for about 15 minutes before
fatiguesetin.

Eventually, volunteers from
seven or el ght departmentscameto
help fight the fire and spell the
Nortonfiremen. TheDepartment of
Corrections sent its Snorkel truck
andsevera firementoassist, butthe
aerial rig only reaches 85 feet and
theelevator isat least 120-feet tall.

The lightning and possible sec-
ondary explosions blew out win-
dowsintheheadhouseand seared or
melted metal parts.

Danny Heller, who lives about a
block fromtheelevator, saidhewas
walking back to his house after
working onavehiclewhenthelight-
ning struck. Mr. Heller said he saw
onebigflashhitthetopof theeleva-
tor and another strikehit thebottom.
Hewasthenknockedtotheground.

“It was the most powerful thing
I’veever seen or heardin my life,”
Mr. Heller said. “It was just unbe-
lievable. | have alot of respect for
lightning now.”

Joe Balt reported the fire with a
cell phoneat 12:10 am. After the
lightning, he said, he saw a ball of
flame and smoke come out of the
windowsof theel evator headhouse.

“1’venever heard abomb before,
but that’ swhat it sounded like,” he
said. “You don't get that much ex-
citementin Norton. It wasthemost
exciting thing that has happened to
methisweek.”

Fire Chief Mitch Jones said he
waspagedoutat12:11a.m.andwas
at theelevator two minutes|ater.

Mr. Jones said he knew they hao
afire, but didn’t know what exactly
was burning. He said rural fireman
Travis Smith and city fireman
Shawn Gosselin volunteered to go
infirst to assessthesituation. They
rodetheelevator’ s“manlift” tothe
top, leaving much of their gear be-
hind.

“When they went up, they saw
that eight of the bins had smoke
coming out of them,” hesaid. “The
stress they were feeling had to be
pretty great, knowingthat if they did
anythingwrong, likedisturbingthe
grain dust, their lives would be
over.”

Chief Jonessaid besidestheeight
smoking bins, they also had to deal
with aflash fire in the head house.
Theglassin thewindows had shat-
tered and one of thelids had blown
out from the pressure of the grain
dust exploding.

He said when the two firemen
came back down, he called Sonny
Ruff, Logan fire chief, and Russ
Smith of Wright, both of whom are
with the Kansas State Firefighters
Association. Mr. Smithteachesfire-
men how to handle elevator fires,
and Chief Ruff istheacknowledgec
expert onthesubjectinthisarea.

Mr. Ruff rushed to town with &
coupleof Loganfiremen, whileMr.
Smith stayed onthephoneto advise
them.

It wasn't until after 1 p.m., after
hours of work, which included
hoisting firemen downintothebins
on aropeto shovel out smoldering
grain, it appeared they were out of
thewoods.

Two firemen camedown and re-
ported they had found the last hot
spot, smolderinggrainanddustine
passagebetweentwobins. Thereap-
peared to be no morefire.

“Itwasareally volatilesituation
for about eight to 10 hours,” Chief
Jonessaid. “ Theguystook atremen-
dous beating. The stress being
caused by not knowing what was
goingtohappenhadjust ashig, if not
bigger, impact thantheactua physi-
cal toll.”

Linda Donovan, co-manager of
Co-op, estimated that about 190,000
bushels of grain may have been
damaged inthefire.

Ms. Donovan said that because
the dust in grain elevators can be
highly combustible, she felt lucky
that it didn’t blow up.

Chief Jones agreed, saying they
wereextremely lucky that theeleva-
tor wasstill standingandthat noone
lost their life.

Freddie
Mac Notes

KEN WELLMAN

Investment Representative
109 West ‘D’ Street
McCook, NE 69001

308-345-6730
1-800-658-0500
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Yield to Call
l Callable 08/15/08
@ $100.00

Next Call 08/15/08
Final Maturity 08/15/28
« Freddie Mac (Federal Home Loan Mortgage
Corporation) is a government-sponsored enterprise
« Semiannual income checks
= AAA/Aaa rated by Standard & Poor’s and Moody’s

Edward Jones

Serving Individual Investors Sinee 181

*Yield effective 07/31/03, subject to
availability and price change. Yield
and market value may fluctuate if
sold prior to maturity, and the
amount received from the sale of
these securities may be less than the
amount originally invested. Freddie
Mac notes are not guaranteed by and
are not debts or obligations of the
United States or any federal agency
or instrumentally other than Freddie
Mac, nor are they FDIC insured.
Freddie Mac reserves the right to re-
deem prior to maturity. These notes
are not suitable for all investors.

RON FRIEHE

Investment Representative
308 West 10th Street
McCook, NE 69001
308-345-5666
1-866-345-5677
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Special for

THis week

Limeades - OrRANGEAdES - Lemonades

Regular $17
This Week
$1 or 6 for $5%

ExTrA Flavor 10¢

FaAiR Week Special

20% Off all Gift Merchandise

Early Bird CHRisT™MAS iN AugusT SalE:
20% off of New Merchandise

CHECK OUT OUR CLEARANCE TABLES

We now accept these cardsfor your convenience:

EE ™e

Family-owned / operated since 1906

Addleman

Phone 475-2661 — Oberlin — Toll Free 1-800-794-3784
Service and value arethe cor ner stones of our business.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES!
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475-2785.

Going business located along Highway 83! Butler metal building. 49'x50’,
insulated, heated, office, restroom. Ideal for mechanic shop. Call Lynn at

ADERBINEIARER W

Main street location! Former bakery/donut shop completewith all equipment.
Make offer!

Call ustoday about our newly listed homes!

Office — 785-475-2785
Lynn's Mobile — 785-475-8514 — Roberta’'s Mobile 785-475-7156
Marcia Lohoefener — 785-475-2521 Jerry Lohoefener 785-475-2521
Jackie Votapka — 785-475-3963
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real-estate.com

Johnson Realty, Inc..

Roberta Johnson, Broker — Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker . . i -

Jacqueline Votapka, Sales Associate
109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749




