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City getsoptionsfor new sewer plant

TheOberlin City Council heard fiveop-
tionsfor anew wastewater treatment plant,
including two types of lagoons and three
typesof mechanical plants, but didn’t make
any decisions.

ReedMiller, withMiller and Associates,
aMcCook engineering firm, presented the
optionsat ameeting Thursday, July 24.

Mr. Miller presentedtechnical memoran-
dums three and four in the plan. He said
thesearethemeat of thestudy. Thefirstand
second memos outlined the standards a

plant must meet and thefifthisabout disin-
fecting.

The average daily flow for the current
wastewater treatment plantis210,000gal-
lons. The plants designs are set for either
300,000 or 450,000 gallons. He said one
thing the council needsto decideisthesize
plant they want.

Theoptionsareacontinuously discharg-
ing ponds, compl ete retention ponds, both
passive systems, or an “oxidation ditch,”
sequencing batch reactor or acounter cur-

rent aeration, all involving some kind of
mechanical treatment.

Out of the options, said Mr. Miller, the
discharging lagoons have to meet require-
mentsfor thequality of water releasedfrom
the plant, including standards for fecal
coliform bacteriaand ammonia. The hold-
ing pondsdon’t release any water.

The mechanical plants have to meet ef-
fluent standardsfor solids, ammonia, fecal
coliformandchlorine, whichisaddedtokill
bacteria. Any mechanical plant mustincor-

porate plans for future treatment require-
mentslike phosphorus, Mr. Miller said.

The mechanical plants, said Mr. Miller,
all need “influent headquarters’ whichin-
clude flow monitoring, mechanical fine
screen and agrit removal unit. The plants
also need aninfluent pump station, control
building, ultraviolet disinfecting and
chemical phosphorusremoval witheffluent
filters.

Theoptionswould cost between $2 mil-
lion to $3.5 million for 300,000 gallons a

day plant.

Thelagoon systemswouldbesimilar, but
the continuously discharging pond woulc
be smaller, needing from 30 to 43 acres of
water surface. Thecompl eteretention pond
systemwould need from 78to 118 acres of
water surface.

In an oxidation ditch, he said, the water
moves around atrack for about a day, go-
ing through brushes and getting stirred up
while oxygenisadded.

(See SEWER on Page 8A)

WATER PROJECT

A SHORT BUT HEAVY
shower drenched Diane
Specht (above) assheranfor
cover downtown Monday
afternoon. Even the cano-
pies were no help in the
wind-drivendownpour. The

streets (below) took ona |

rain-slick sheen and re-
flected the lights from cars
and windows. There were
reportsof upto half aninch

of badly needed rain.

— Herald staff photos
by Cynthia Haynes

ServiceclosesClayton pod office

Patronsof the Clayton Post Office
received letters last week telling
them that servicesat the officewill
be suspended effective Friday.

Daniel M. Taylor, manager of
post officeoperationsat Salina, who
sent the letters, said that the Postal
Servicehad canvassed theimmedi-
ate area and found no employees
availabletostaff the Claytonoffice.
The office was | eft without a post-
master following the death of Lea
RaeBrooks, 75, onJuly 18. Shehad

served as postmaster at Clayton
since 1990, following the death of
Quentin Hickert. He said this
changeistentative.

Alice Barnett of Norcatur, who
had been serving in the postmaster
relief positionfor 10years, saidshe
was offered the position of officer-
in-charge, but declined.

A Highway Contract Route
(HCR), operated by Gary Aumiller
of Lenora, already was delivering
the mail for Clayton to roadside

mailboxes, and now hecan provide
retail servicesalso, Mr. Taylor said.

“Therewill be no changein cus-
tomers’ addresses and the commu-
nity nameand ZIPCodewill remain
thesame,” hesaid.

Retail serviceisavailable at the
Norcatur Post Office, sevenmilesto
the north, with window hoursfrom
7:30 am. to hoon and 1-4:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday, and 8-10
a.m. on Saturday; the Lenora Post
Office, 7:30am.t012:15p.m.and

1:15-3:50p.m., weekdays, and9-10
a.m. on Saturday, and the Jennings
Post Office, from 8 am. to 12:30
p.m. and 1-4 p.m. Monday through
Friday and 9-10 am. on Saturday.

“1 realizewith changethereisal-
ways concern,” Mr. Taylor said.
“Weareconfidentthat carrier deliv-
ery will provideClayton customers
with effective postal services.”

CalMr. Taylorat (785) 827-6419
or Herb Swan at (402) 644-4106
with questions or comments.

Carnivd,
eventsfill
fair week

The Decatur County Fair is
well underway, with livestock
being shown, ribbons given out,
plush stuffed animals won and
rideswhirlingat thehome-owned
carnival, butitisn’'t over yet.

Tonight at the fairgrounds,
therewill be the sheep show at 5
p.m., then the exhibits will be
open from 6 to 10 p.m. and the
carnival from7to11p.m.

Thursday night, the exhibits
will beopenfrom6to10p.m., the
livestock auction will be held at
Oberlin Livestock on U.S. 83 at
6:30 p.m. and the carnival will
openfrom7to11p.m.

AtthefairgroundsFriday night,
the exhibits will be open from 6
to 10 p.m., the carnival will be
open from 7 to 11 p.m. and the
Colgate Country Showdownwill
startat 7 p.m.infront of thegrand-
stands. All exhibits will be re-
| eased between 9:30and 10 p.m.
and the bale decorating winner
will beannounced at 10 p.m.

Thelast night of thefair is Sat-
urday, with the carnival open
from7to11 p.m.andthedemoli-
tion derby in front of the grand-
standsat 7 p.m. Thederby isspon-
sored by the Oberlin LionsClub.
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MOUNTED UPAND READY TO RIDE, Brittany Urban (front) and L ogan Fortintook
part in the Decatur County Fair horse show on Saturday. See story and another photo on
— Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

Water focus
shiftsaway
from blending

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Oberlin paid $150,000 for awa-
ter mixinglinethat wassupposedto
add capacity to the city’ s overbur-
dened system, but because of
changes in federal regulations, it
isn't being used to blend.

Theline, whichrunstowellseast
of town, was put into service last
week to move water, replacing an
oldlinealong U.S. 36. It represents
about 15 percent of the city’ sjust-
completed million-dollar water
project.

Thaniel Monacowith Miller and
Associates, the McCook engineer-
ingfirmwhichdesignedtheproject,
said the money spent on the line
wasn't wasted. It is being used to
move water and can be used in the
futureto move water to atreatment
plant, whichmay betheonly way for
the city to meet increasingly strict
federal regulationsonwater quality.

Thewater project hasbeengoing
onfor six years, andthroughout that
time plans have changed many
times. Mr. Monaco said the long-
term ideawasto put in atreatment
plant, but analternativewastoblend
water whichishighinnitrateswith
theflow fromother wells. Onewell,
No. 6 south of thefootball field, has
been on standby since 1992 because
itishighinnitrate. If thecity pumps
water out of thewell without it be-
ing blended, they haveto notify all
of customerson the system.

Nitrate contamination usually
comes from livestock operations
andnitrogenfertilizers.Inhighcon-
centrations, nitrates can bedanger-
ous, especially to young children.
Babies are not supposed to drink
water with nitrates.

The water project started about
1997 with a search for better-qual-
ity water to replace someof thecity
wells. The existing wellsaredl in
the SappaCreek streambed aquifer,
whichproduceshighly mineralized,
bad-tasting water. The city drilled

City’suse
dropping

The city has been on water-
ingrestrictionsfor thelast week
andahalf, sinceJuly 24. Water
use is down, but people still
usedover 1milliongallonsina
24-hour periodfivetimesinthe
past two weeks.

Those on the municipa wa-
ter system have used:

*923,000gallonson Sunday,
July 20.

* 896,000 gallons on Mon-
day, duly 21.

+1,175,000gallonson Tues-
day, duly 22.

« 1,168,000 gallonsWednes-
day, duly 23.

+1,187,00galonson Thurs-
day, duly 24.

Water restrictionsdeclared.

» 933,000 gallonson Friday,
July 25.

+1,217,000gallonson Satur-
day, duly 26.

» 859,000 gallonson Sun-
day, duly 27.

* 966,000 gallons on Mon-
day, July 28.

*1,122,0000allonson Tues-
day, Jduly 29.

* 846,000 last Wednesday .

» 901,000 gallons Thursday .

« 1,127,000 gallons Friday

* 516,000 gallons Saturday .

* 745,000 gallons Sunday.

City Administrator Gary
Shike said the reading for Sat-
urday was unusual, but he had
no ready explanationfor it.

several test wells, searching for
water outside of town, spending
$8,112, but that didn’t work out.
The next phase was designed to
(SeeWATER on Page 8A)

| eader ssay councll
madebest decisons

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Although Oberlinhasspent more
than $1 million onitscurrent water
project, council members and the
former mayor saidit seemslikethe
city will be forced to build awater
treatment plant tomeetincreasingly
tighter federal rules.

Noneof themenblamedthecity’s
engineers, Miller and Associatesof
McCook, for how theproject turned
out, nor did they haveanything bad
to say about thefirm.

Mayor Ken Shobe said hethinks

thecity isheadingintheright direc-
tion. Oberlin has adesperate water
problem, he said, and this project
didn’t solveit. Hethought the well
purchased by the city last Septem-
ber would help, but they were
blindsided by uranium contamina-
tionfoundinit.

Uranium camein sky highonthe
irrigation well, he said, and no one
saw that coming.

“Thiswill forceusintolookingat
treatment,” he said. “If we want tc

(SeeLEADERS 0N Page 8A)

Water system depends
onthreeworkingwells

The city of Oberlin has seven
wells, threeof whichareinuse, one
for whichthey nolonger ownawa
ter right, one which was relocated
and one which is high in nitrates.
The seventh is contaminated by an
underground fuel spill.

Thewellsthat areused areNo. 9,
No. 10 and No. 11. Both No.9and
No. 10 are just east of the cabinet
plantseast of townand southof U.S.
36. These wells cannot be pumped
together becausethey aretooclose.

Well No. 11, the most used well,
is south of town north of Family
Lumber and east of U.S. 83.

Well No. 8isinthesamearea. It
is not in service anymore and the
water right was taken and used to
drill No. 11.

BothwellsNo.6andNo. 7 arejust
east of the high school. The city nc
longer ownstherightstoNo. 7. No.
6istoohighinnitratestobepumped,
although the city may be able tc
blend its water after updating or
redrilling thewell.

Theother well thecity ownsisNo.
5, which is next to the power plant
downtown. The well is no longer
pumped because of underground
fuel contamination.
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*Water project
focusshifts
toother wdls

(Continued from Page 1A)
increase capacity fromtheexisting
system. Rather than build an expen-
sivetreatment plant, thecity decided
toblend thehigh-nitratewater with
low-nitrate wells, with the idea of
having more water availablein the
system.

Many daysinrecent hot summers,
thecity systemhashad moretrouble
keeping up with demand for lawn
wateringand other outsideuses. The
city hasmaintai ned even-oddwater-
ingrestrictionsthelasttwosummers
as demand exceeded capacity.

Since the project started nearly
fiveyearsago, theplanhaschanged
several times. Originally the idea
wasto blend water fromwell No. 6
with two wells east of town. Mr.
Monaco said over the years, No. 6
well has deteriorated because it
hasn’t been used much. Whenitis
online, thecity hastosendoutwarn-
ingstowater usersabout thedangers
of nitrate. Inorder tousethewell for
blending, it would haveto bemodi-
fied or possibly re-drilled, hesaid.

That plan changed with the well
having lost capacity over theyears,
said City Administrator Gary Shike.
About that time, the city purchased
land south of townwithalargeirri-
gation well on it. The well had al-
ready been tested low in nitrates,
which was what the city wanted to
blend, said Mr. Monaco. Results
came back with the nitrates well
below the federal standard.

The city decided that they could
blendwiththat well after re-drilling
it and add capacity. All that meant
was a little extra pipe, said Mr.
Shike. That line was designed but
fortunately has not yet been put in
place.

Atthesametime, thecity decided
since the project was going right
past well No. 7 east of town, be-
tweenthehigh school and new prac-
ticefield, they could work with the
state Division of Water Resources
to get the water right back and re-
drill it.

Mr. Shike said the city had
capped that well about five years
ago. The Kansas Department of
Healthand Environment saiditwas
toohighinnitratesand neededtobe
plugged, although some advised
themtokeep pumpingevery oncein
awhileit wouldn't lose the water
right. Thecity decidedto plug it.

Inthelast threeyears, Mr. Shike
said, thecity found out through con-
versationswiththestateDivisionof
Water Resourcesthat they had lost
thewater right. Thestatesaid notto
the planto try to get the right back.

Another changeintheprojectwas
putting large bores under the rail-
road tracks, said Mr. Monaco, pre-
paring for atreatment plant.

Since competition of the project,
the city has received preliminary
numbers back from the state on the
irrigation well showing that ura-
nium content is almost four times
too high to meet new federa stan-
dards which went into effect this
year. Theother city wellsarealittle
highinuranium, Mr. Shikesaid, but
until this year, they hadn’t been
tested for the element.

Thecity asked for another test on
theirrigationwell and sentasample
to alab in Wyoming. The results
cameback |ast week, about thesame

as the preliminary numbers. Mr.
Shike said theirrigation well is so
highinuraniumthat thewater can’t
beblended. Themixturewouldstill
betoo highin uranium.

Meanwhile, the city has been
forcedtogoonawater restrictions,
ordering residents to water their
lawn on an even/odd system which
allows each house to water three
timesaweek, becauseuseduringthe
recent hot spell was draining the
water tower.

Theproject may becomplete, but
the council is still facing decisions
onhow to get morewater, sincethe
blending plan didn’t work out. Mr.
Shike said the best option, rather
than using well No. 6, may be to
redrill No. 9 east of town, moving
farther from No. 10 to get more ca-
pacity. Thecouncil will haveto de-
cidewhat to do, he said.

Didthecity throw away $150,000
ontheblending pipe?Mr. Shikesaid
the pipeisbeing used to move wa-
terandwill beanintegral parttothe
treatment system some day .

Mr. Monaco said he thinks the
city madetheright decision to pur-
chasetheland and additional water
right. Itwill benefitthecity andwas
done at an extremely good price.
Onething to keepinmind, he said,
isthat the water right doesn’'t have
tobeusedat theirrigationwell site.
Itcanbemovedadistanceand could
beusedtore-drill well another well.

Currently, the city is leaning to-
wardsre-drillingwell No. 9, which
has declined in production and has
never been ableto be pumped at the
same time as nearby No. 10. Both
are east of town near the cabinet
plants. Eventually, Mr. Shike said,
hethinksthe city will end up build-
ingatreatmentfacility, whichcould
cost abundle. Theother well inuse
today is No. 11, which is south of
town just north of Family Lumber.

Mr. Shike said he still thinks
about going outside of towntolook
for water, but he said he doesn’t
know what kind of restrictions the
stateandthefederal Environmental
Protection Agency will come up
with next.

Hesaidhedoesn' tliketheideaof
atreatment plant, but if thecity can
get the well capacity, then a plant
could deal withwhatever comesout
of thewells. Withatreatment plant,
hesaid, thecity can movethewater
around and deal with it instead of
searching for a“magic solution.”

Theblending pipemay not bethe
solution the city envisioned at the
beginning of the project, said Mr.
Shike, butthewater projectwon’ tbe
money wasted regardless of what
happens.

Itistoughtosay how soonthecity
needsto makeadecisionfor atreat-
ment plant, he added.

Currently, the city isin compli-
anceforarsenicandnitratesonwells
No.9,10and 11, whicharedlinuse.
If well No. 6 isturned on, nitrates
will be exceeded, whichiswhy the
city wantedtoblendthewater to get
more capacity.

Mr.Monacosaidinordertoblend
with No. 6, it would need to be up-
dated or anew well would need to
be put in. Because of the drop in
gallons per minutes it can pump,
usingit might not beadramaticben-
efittothecity.

Colby woman wantslight

Thenumberstell the story:

» Twenty-six injury and property
damageaccidentsfrom Jan. 1, 2000,
through July 15, 2003.

« An average of 10 accidentsev-
ery year, or

* Nearly one per month.

* Onefatality in 1990

Thosenumbersapparently aren’t
seriousenoughtojustify theinstal-
lation of permanenttrafficsignal sat
theintersectionthat generatedthese
figures, accordingtooneColby resi-
dent who istrying to do something
about it.

The location is 4th Street (U.S.
24) and Country Club Drivein east
Colby. Currently, that intersection
is safer than ever before and pro-
vides a smoother flow of traffic,
thanks to temporary traffic lights
installed while detours are neces-
sary dueto road construction, said
Bonnie Lewis of Colby, who is
spearheading a petition drive to
havethestateinstall permanent traf-
fic signals when the construction
ends.

The City of Colby, Mrs. Lewis
said, hasappliedagainandagainfor
atraffic signal at thislocation “and
they keep gettingturned down.” She
said the state says there are not

enoughaccidentstowarrantalight.

“What isit going to take for the
Kansas Department of Transporta-
tion to wake up and smell the cof-
fee?' she asked. “Do we need to
have someoneelsedie?’

signinp

urpleink?

| Sit
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Hospital benefit dinner and auction on Saturday.

HAPPY WITH HISPURCHA SE: Decatur County Commissioner DoyleBrown spent
more than $200 to buy this football signed by the K-State team at the Decatur County

— Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

* Sewer choicesall expensve

(Continued from Page 1A)

In the sequencing batch reactor,
everythingisdonein onetank.

Thewater goesintoatank, isaer-
ated and then settles, thentheliquid
is taken out, disinfected and dis-
charged. Itishighly mechanical and
electrical.

The process in counter-current
aeration isjust like an oxidation
ditch but everything isdonein a
tank.

Mr. Miller said that thedischarg-

inglagoonistheleast expensive, but
if thefederal standards change, the
city might haveto changeitsplant.
Hesaidhedidn’ tthink itwasthebest
option.

Thecostsfortheplantsaren’tthat
much different and it may come
downtowhat thecity wants, hesaid.

Councilman Patrick Pomeroy
askedhow thecity isgoingtopay for
the plant.

City Administrator Gary Shike
thecity will havetorai sesewer rates

and maybe ableto get agrant.

After the plan is submitted, said
Mr. Reed, therewill betimetolook
into paying for the project. Mayor
Ken Shobe said al the money may
not haveto comefrom|ocal taxpay-
ers..

Mr. Miller saidtheengineerswill
work withMr. Shikeonthemoney.

The council plansto decidein
August what kind of plant the city
wantstoputin.

City will pick plant typeThur sday

The Oberlin City Council will
have to decide what kind of waste
water treatment plant woul d bebest
for the city when it meets at 6:30
p.m. Thursday night at The Gate-
way.

At thelast meeting, Reed Miller,
with Miller and Associates engi-

West Nile
suspected
Inthisarea

Aneélderly womanfromKanora-
domay bethefirst caseof WestNile
virus in Sherman County, but the
state Health Department has not
confirmed the case.

Dr. Robert McCullough, the
county health officer, said hehad a
report last week about a positive
bloodtest for West Nilevirustaken
at the Goodland Regional Medical
Center.

“1 reported the blood test to
Dorendo Harrel of the county
Health Department and shereported
ittothedistrict person,” Dr. McCull-
ough said. “No matter whether itis
confirmed by the state or not, it is
goodfor thepeopletoknow thereis
apossihility (of contracting West
Nile) andtotakeprecautionsagainst
mosquitoes.”

Dr. Gail Hansen, deputy stateepi-
demiologist, who is in charge of
handling West Nilevirusreportsfor
the state, said in aphoneinterview
Monday morning, she was not
aware of aspecific casefrom Sher-
man County.

“We have several we are setting
uptotesttoday,” shesaid.“Wewill
not know the results until Tuesday
evening or Wednesday, as it takes
twodaysfor thetest tobecompleted.

“We have one confirmed casein
ahumansofar, andthat wasina38-
year-old from Gray County.The
patient isrecovering.”

and much more. Apply at:

DSNWK
1104 North State
Norton or call (785) 877-5154

Work that makes a difference!
DSNWK isan EOE

Personal Assistant

Full time - Norton

We’'re looking for reliable, caring individuals interested in
making a difference by teaching daily living skills and
providing support to adults with developmental disabilities.
Hours available are 3 -11 p.m. including some weekends.
H/S diploma or equivalent required, CNA and/or experience
is helpful, but not necessary. Training is provided. Offering
$6.50/hr to start, $.50/hr differential for CMA, $.25/hr. increase
after 90 successful days, wage incentives upon completion
of training and excellent benefit plan including affordable
health, dental and prescription coverage, retirement (KPERS),
paid sick, vacation and holiday leave, family friendly culture

neers of McCook, went over five
optionsfor theplant. Thecity needs
tonarrow itdowntoonesoplanning
can start, since the plant has to be
completed by theend of 2005.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said the council also will have the
loanclosingonitswater project with
theU.S. Department of Agriculture
Rural Development Administra-
tion.

The council will be approving a
resolutionfor astage2 water watch,
which the mayor declared after the
last meeting. That means the city

will stay with even/odd water re-
gtrictions.

Therewill beahearing scheduled
for a special assessment district to
pavethealley behind FarmersBank
and Trust.

Mr. Shike said the council will
alsolook at the standard traffic and
uniform public offense code ordi-
nancewhichmust beapprovedeach
year.

Themeeting, intheupstairsmeet-
ing room, isopen to the public.

* Leaders
say City
did OK

(Continued from Page 1A)
keepprovidingwater toour citizens,
we have to meet the (federal) re-
guirements.”

Theprojectdid, hesaid, helppre-
parethesystemfor future needs. At
some point in time, said Mayor
Shobe, the city will probably have
totreat itswater.

The project included a $500,000
blending pipe, but there was more.
It also included reconstruction of &
pipeline down Cass Avenue that
will help move water and the new
line can still be used for blending.
Usingwater fromwell No. 6 isstill
anoptionfor thecity, hesaid.

Former Mayor Gary Walter saic
he would follow the same proce-
dures they did while planning the
project. The council followed the
advice of the engineers, he said. It
isunfortunate that naturally occur-
ring things popped up inthewater.

The council had to go with the
best information they had, he said.

Purchasingtheland south of town
wasasmartidea, headded. Theway
the regulations and standards are
going, the city probably isgoing tc
havebuildatreatment plant at some
point. Whenthat happens, theextre
capacity fromtheirrigationwel | will
comein handy.

Councilman Stan McEvoy said
that whilehewashoping the blend-
ing system would work, he knew
that the city would end up having tc
treat thewater.

Thecity bought theland south of
town at afair price, he said, and it
will comeinhandy for alot of things
forthecity. Oneof thebenefitsof the
land isthe well. Thefirst informa-
tion thecity got about thewell saic
it had good water quality, he said,
but that changedwiththelast report.
Atthattimeitwastestedfor nitrates
which the city hasbeen battling in
the other wells. The council didn'’t
have an inkling about the uranium
problem, hesaid.

Mr. McEvoy said the land has
room for awater treatment plant or
anew sewer plant.

Thecouncilman said heisalittle
disappointed with the way the city
wellsaregoing, but hedoesn’tthink
itisanythingthecouncil could have
seen coming. He said he doesn’t
know if blending right now would
hel p because of theconstant stream
of new federal standards.

Make

sure to

attend
the

" AMERICA'S LARGEST TALENT SHOWCASE

......

Friday, August 8, at the

Decatur County Fair
7 p.m. at the Grand Stand




