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M an munching bur ger sthrough 105 counties

By DICK BOYD

Bill Bunyan, aretired fifth grade
history teacher from Dodge City,
takeshismembershipintheKansas
Explorer Clubserioudy. He' sprov-
ingitby visitingall 105countiesand
eating ahamburger in every one.

Bill and hiswife Susan, aretired
kindergarten teacher, were at the
Re-Load in Oberlin last Wednes-
day, when Bill ate his102rd burger
in a Kansas county. On Friday, he
wasinNorton, whereheateNo. 103
at AdventuresinEating, andon Fri-
day evening he and Susan droveto
Atwood for No. 104.

Susan always eats with Bill, al-
though burgersarenot her specialty.
She also takes a picture of Bill in
front of therestaurant, plusapicture
of thetown’ swater tower and court-
housefor their scrapbook.

Afterthey retiredthreeyearsago,
theBunyans' interestinKansasand
the Sunflower state’s history was
enhanced whenthey heard aspeech
by Marci Penner of Inman, whose
nonprofit Kansas Sampler Founda-
tion is devoted to sustaining rural
culture. She isthe only paid em-
ployeeof thefoundation, whichen-
couragespeopletovisit small towns
by highlighting attractionsandbusi-
nessesthroughtheKansasExplorer
Club.

Thecreedof theclubisthatitwas
created to inspire, educate and en-
couragethe expl oration and appre-
ciationof Kansas... andto havefun
doingit! Explorersareurgedtolook
fortherural cultureelementsineach
town — architecture, art, com-
merce, cuisine, customs, geogra-
phy, history and people.

Penner publishestwo bimonthly
newsl etters: The Explorer, which
tellsclubmembersabout placesand
businessesinthestate, andWeKan!,
which sharesthe successes of rural
communities.

Bill said he got the idea for his
hamburger questwhenhemet Larry
“The Bowler” Woydziak of Law-
rence, who had decided to bowl a
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AT THE RE-LOAD inOberlinlast Wednesday, Bill Bunyan ate alarge hamburger aspart

of his gastronomic tour through Kansas. The University of Kansas graduate plansto eat a

hamburger in every county in Kansas.

gameinall 79Kansascountieswith
abowlingalley.

“Larry gave me theidea,” said
Mr. Bunyan, “but my wife and |
wanted to travel to every county of
Kansas. | love hamburgers, and |
knew you could get ahamburger in
every county, so thisiswhat | de-
cidedto do.

“1 haven’t beendisappointed.|’ve
eaten lots of good burgers and had
lots of fun. Recently, my quest has
takenonalifeof itsown, sincel’ve
been racing to finish by my 65th
birthday.”

Mr. Bunyanwill eat ahamburger
inthe105thcounty onhis65thbirth-

day, Thursday, Aug. 21 at Paddy’s
Restaurantin Sterling, beginning at
lp.m.

Why did he choose Sterling for
thefinal burger?Tworeasons. First,
it is almost exactly the center of
Kansas and, second, that’s where
Larry the Bowler rolled his final
game.

Why did he leave three north-
western Kansas countiesuntil last?
It just might be because the 1961
University of Kansas graduate
spends a lot of time driving from
southwest in Dodge City to Law-
renceinthe northeast.

Inadditiontoregularly attending

— Herald staff photo by Pat Cozad

K.U. football and basketball con-
tests, heand Susanarelongtimevaol-
unteersfor the K.U. Alumni Asso-
ciation and have managed theK.U.
Scholarship Program for Dodge
City areaK.U. students. They host
student orientationevery springfor
high school seniors who are going
toK.U.inthefall.

A former member of the Alumni
Associationboard, Mr. Bunyanhas
received the Association’s Fred
Ellsworth Medallion and Mildred
Clodfelter Award for servicetothe
university and hishometown. Heis
virtually theheart of KU supportin
southwestern Kansas.

“People often think Kansas is
dull, flat and boring,” says Ms.
Penner.“1f wecandothingsinafun
manner, that helpseverybody ligh-
tenupalittlebit and enjoy what we
have. The whole thing is about ex-
ploring and having fun.

“Bill goesout and eatshisburgers
and, inasmall town, it makesadif-
ferencewhen oneadditional person
comes in for avisit and spends
money.”

Incidentally, annual duesfor the
Explorer Club are $18.61, in honor
of theyear Kansasbecame astate.

In recognition of the time and
money the Bunyans have spent in
Kansas, the club has presented the
“Feeling Good About Spending
Money inKansas’ Awardto Susan
and“ TheKansasCuisineAward” to
Bill.

Varietyisthespiceof lifeandMr.
Bunyanhashadavariety of burgers
inavariety of eating places. Oneof
themorecol orful namesfor arestau-
rant where heate aburger wasLiz-
ardLipsGrill and Deli, near Toron-
to, population 320, in Woodson
County.

The couple said they saw alot of
pickups in the parking lot of the
Carver Inn in Minneapolis, boy-
hood home of George Washington
Carver, sodecided that wasapopu-
lar placetoeat. They entered and sat
quiteawhile before one of thelocal
patronspolitely toldthemthey were
tolook at the menu on thewall and
tell the cook what they wanted.

“The cook served us, we bussed
our owntablesafter weateandthen
paid and made our own change out
of apileof money,” said Mr. Bun-
yan. “| guess shewas cutting down
onoverhead.”

Although Mr. Bunyan can eat a
plain hamburger or cheeseburger
withtheworks, hisfriendshavere-
minded himthat the sandwichmust
contai nabeef patty. Hisconscience
has caused him to return to three
countieswhere, after thinking about
it, herealized hehadn’t eaten areal

burger. InUtica, heateamemorabl e
sausageburger but that didn’ t count,
so0 he went to Ness City for a beef
burger. In Coffeyville, heordered e
steakburger, whichturned out to be
areal sirloin steak between twa
buns. Later, he ate areal burger in
the same county in Independence.

In Burlington, he knew he might
be in trouble when he entered &
Mexican restaurant and ordered &
hamburger.

Theclosest they could comewas
abeef steak rancheros. A year later
he returned to Coffey County and
ateaburgerinLebo.

He just couldn’t eat all of the
burger he ordered in the Seabrook
Bar & Grill in Topeka, but only one
other person hasdone so. It wasthe
restaurant’ s three-pound burger
completewith plenty of friesand
bowl of cream gravy.

It costs$20, butif youeatitall in
45 minutes, it's free. Mr. Bunyan
said hewastoldthat only 200 people
haveattemptedtoeatitall and only
one succeeded.

“It was agreat burger,” he said,
“but | gaveup.”

Will hehavealetdown at theenc
of his burger quest? Mr. Bunyan
says “no” because they will con-
tinue to carry out the theme of the
Explorer Club by traveling around
the state, eating in restaurants anc
seeingthesights.

Heal so plansto publicizethrough
the Explorer Club his “Dandy
Dozen” placesto get a great ham-
burger in Kansas.

“I'll dlsoincludefriendlinessand
cleanlinessinmy decision,” hesaid.
“Itwill beextremely difficulttonar-
row it downtoadozenbecausel al-
ready have 40 or 50 good placeson
my list.

“Thisisdefinitely oneof the bet-
ter things!’vedoneinmy life.

Everyone'sinvited to his 65th
birthday party on Aug. 21 in Ster-
ling, hesaid.

“Just bring your appetite and
money,” saystheburger king.

Council backsmayor’schoiceon lawn-wateringrestrictions

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

TheOberlinCity Council ratified
themayor’ sdecisionto order even-
oddwateringrestrictionsat itsmeet-
ing Thursday.

The council also passed several
resol utions, some of which haveto
be doneevery year, another having
to do with water and some for up-
coming projects.

Thecouncil passedaresol utionto
ratify the mayor’s declaration of a
Stage2water emergency, which put
thecity into even/odd watering two
weeksago.

Councilman Jay Andersonasked
if therewasany way inthedocument
if the city could request that those
with private wellsfollow the same
restrictions.

Mayor Ken Shobe said they can
ask, but thecity can’tenforceit. He
said hedoesrequestit, though, since
the water those with private wells
use is coming out of the same
source.

Twoweeksago, said City Admin-
istrator Gary Shike, the city was
pretty much pumping at max every
day. With therestrictions, rain and
cooler weather, that has dropped
about 20 to 25 percent. Users have
been helping out alot, he said.

Councilman Patrick Pomeroy
asked if it would help residents if
they added an hour onto the water-
ing schedule.

Mayor Shobesaidhejust thought
that would make things more con-
fusing.

The resolution was approved
unanimously.

The council signed aresolution
for the preclosing of the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture/ Rural De-
velopment water project loan.

Dave Barber, with the agency,
saidbasically thisiswrappingupthe
project since the final pay request
hasbeen signed and sent out.

The official closing isn’t until
Aug. 15, whenthecity will movethe

Roundandround
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Y OUNGSTERSPREPARED toenjoy thekiddiecarride
at the Decatur County Fair home-owned carnival on

Wednesday night. Theride costsoneticket (25 cents).
— Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

debt fromtemporary notestobonds
which will be purchased by the
agency at 4.25 percentinterest, said
City Attorney SteveHirsch.

Thecouncil approvedaresolution
to choose the North Central Re-
gional Planning Commissionasthe
inspector aspart of thework for the
pre-application for a Community
Development Block Grant for a
housing rehabilitation and demali-
tion program.

One of the first steps, said Mr.
Shike, was to send in proposals to
inspectors.

Thecity received | ettersfromin-
terested agencies and firms. The
others came from Baker Environ-
mental Consultinglnc.fromLenexa
and Hernley Associatesfrom L aw-
rence.

Mr. Shike recommended North
Central.

Thegroup signed aresolution to
select Penco from Plainville asthe
engineers to design the geometric

Picnic
inthepark

The Oberlin Business Alliance,
Decatur County Chamber of Com-
merce and Oberlin School District
havejoinedforcesagainthisyearto
sponsor asocial inthepark at 6p.m.
Monday.

Chamber Manager Glenva
Nichols said fried chicken, baked
beansand drinkswill befurnished.
Anyone wanting to attend should
bring tableservice, possibly achair
and either asalad or adessert.

There will be some door prizes
given away and KFNF-FM will be
playingmusic.

If the weather is bad, the social
will be held in the high school caf-
eteria

The Chamber needsreservations
no later than Friday. Call 475-3441

Work day
IsSatur day

The Sunflower Cinemaboardin-
viteseveryonetoawork day from1
to 5 p.m. Saturday to get the build-
ing ready for opening at the end of
themonth.

The board hopes people will
comein and help clean thetheater,
which has been closed for over a
year. The first four hours will be
spent cleaning andthenfrom4to 5
p.m., anyonewho wantsto learnto
run the projector will betrained.

Anyonewhocan’thelpcleanmay
bring donations of paper towels or
cleaning products. Volunteers
should bring brooms, vacuums or
cleaninag supplies.

improvement project attheU.S. 83-
U.S. 36 intersection.

The council set by resolution a
hearingfor alley improvementsbe-
hind Farmers Bank and Trust for
6:30p.m.onThursday, Sept. 4. The
workisfor 125feet of thealley at an
estimated cost of $12,000.

Members also approved updates

tothestandardtrafficordinanceand
uniform public offense code. Both
haveto be passed each year.

In other business, the council:

» Heard a compressor in the air
conditioning unit at The Gateway
had to bereplaced for $4,341.

» Heard an air compressor at the
power plantwhichisusedtostartthe

engineshadtobereplacedfor about
$3,500.

* Heard Mr. Shike had signed &
gas contract with Midwest Uniteo
Energy LLC for $5.45 per million
British thermal unitson Tuesday.

« Talked about thebudget hearing
which will be held at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday at The Gateway.
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